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Transform Your House Into Your Dream House

1(877) 572-0738

www.brickface.com/2010

For over 50 years, our award-winning company specializes in the installation of high-quality
Brickface, Stoneface, Hardcoat and Vinyl exterior surfaces, as well as energy-efficient windows.

 The Westfield Baseball League 
Annual

2010 Golf Outing!
Monday October 11, 2010

Shackamaxon Country Club

10:00 Registration 
11:00 Lunch

12:30 Shotgun Start
Cocktail Reception & Buffet Dinner to follow

Corporate & Hole Sponsors Welcome!

For registration information go to www.westfieldbaseball.com
Registration Deadline: October 1st

All proceeds of the Fourth Annual WBL Golf Outing will go towards further 

renovations to the Gumbert Complex and Tamaques fields.

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Youth Soccer Clinics to
Be Held September 25
WESTFIELD - The Westfield High

School Boys and Girls Varsity Soccer
Teams will be running separate clin-
ics for youth players on Saturday,
September 25, from 9 to 11 a.m. The
Boys clinic will be held at Tamaques
Elementary School and the Girls clinic
will be held at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School. The registration fee will
be $30 per player, which includes a
Clinic-T shirt. All players must bring
a soccer ball, water bottle, cleats and
shin guards.

All youth soccer players in grades
3 to 8 are encouraged to come out
and learn more about the game, im-
prove their soccer skills and train
with the WHS Varsity players and
coaches. More information and reg-
istration can be found on the Westfield
Soccer Association website:
www.westfieldnjsoccer.com. Click
on the separate links for the Boys and
the Girls Clinics for the registration
forms and all the details.

Come out and support this WHS
Varsity Team’s fundraiser on Sep-
tember 25!
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BLACKWELL SCORES ON A FIVE-YARD TOUCHDOWN

Rahway Gridders Turn Back
SPF Raider Footballers, 19-7

ONDI MAKES 75-YD TD RECPT.; 68, 35 K.O. RETURNS

Panthers Block Blue Devils’
Efforts in 19-13 Grid Win
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two blocked punts and an inter-
ception accounted for 16 of
Bridgewater-Raritan’s points in a 19-
13 victory over the Westfield High
School football team at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on September
17. Although not like the Blue Dev-
ils’ giveaway, 23-14, loss to the Pan-
thers last year, special-teams break-
downs played the starring role in both
outcomes.

We had some breakdowns in the
special-teams game. Two years in a
row against them! Last year, they
returned a kick. This year, two punts
blocked. They are a good team, and
you can’t make mistakes against a
good team,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Jim DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils’ special-teams
play did, however, have some posi-
tive moments. Peter Ondi had three
fine kickoff returns right up through
the middle of the field. His first return

of 35 yards set up the Blue Devils’
first touchdown series. His second
return was a 68-yard gallop to the
Panther 30-yard line, and his third
return of 23 yards set up the Blue
Devils’ other touchdown.

“You got to have a good return
when you have all these guys block-
ing for you, all the guys making plays.
It makes it easy for me on the return,”
Ondi explained. “Brendon Dugan,
James McCrea! They are coming up
from the second row and making big
stops. All of the front line with Mike
LaFace, [Mike] Mondon! They are
making big plays.”

“Our returns were good, but we
weren’t complete. We struggled on
the front team, and that was a big
factor,” coach DeSarno noted.

The first-half struggle was much
like a World War I situation, in which
neither side could get the upper hand.
The Panthers keyed on running back
AJ Murray and held him to just 27
yards on 16 carries. Part of their suc-
cess came when fullback Garrett
Pryor (3 carries, 9 yards) was injured
early in the second quarter and was

unable to return. Murray finished with
48 rushing yards.

“We lost Garrett Pryor in the first
half, and that hurt us offensively.
When Garrett went out, they were
even more on him,” coach DeSarno
said.

On the other hand, the Blue Devils’
defense limited the 2-0 Panthers to
35 rushing yards and 20 passing yards
in the first half. On the Panthers’ first
play, defensive linemen Nick
Matthews and Mike LaFace sacked
quarterback Ray Mastroianni for a
seven-yard loss.

Four minutes in the second quar-
ter, defensive back Connor Smith set
up the Panthers’ first score when he
blocked a punt on the Westfield 26.
With 7:14 on the clock, Tyler
Barbarich booted a 42-yard field goal
to make the score 3-0.

Ondi’s 35-yard return gave
Westfield possession on the 37. From
there, quarterback Danny Kerr, who
finished with nine completions in 16
attempts for 146 yards, including an
interception, engineered a 16-play

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turnovers, injuries and penalties:
any one of these factors would make
it very difficult for a team to win a
football game. Suffer all three, as
Scotch Plains did against Rahway on
September 17, and you are going to
have a long day, as the Raiders did,
losing to the Fighting Indians 19-7
and falling to 0-2 on the season.

As head coach Steve Ciccotelli put
it after the game, “I thought we had
too many penalties and that we turned
the ball over too much. It is tough to
win when you do those things.”

The game started promisingly for
the Raiders. They won the coin toss
and deferred to the second half. On
their first defensive set, they were
able to force a punt by Rahway and
started their drive from inside
Rahway territory.

Senior running back Quentin
Blackwell burst through the line on
the first play, picking up 10 yards and
moving Scotch Plains towards the
goal line. Quarterback Steve Alleman
was 1-for-1 on the drive, picking up a
key third-down conversion with a 12-
yard pass. Blackwell capped off the
45-yard drive with a 5-yard touch-
down run, putting the Raiders up 7-0.

The Raiders continued the momen-
tum, when on the ensuing kickoff,
Rahway coughed up the football and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood recovered the
fumble. However, they were not able
to capitalize; a crucial personal-foul
penalty stalled the drive and forced
the Raiders to punt.

The penalties and turnovers began to
mount up on both sides, but it was
especially tough on the Raiders, who
had a number of drives killed prema-
turely by costly mistakes. In fact, the

Fighting Indians’ only score of the first
half came when the Raiders fumbled
the snap on their own one-yard line.
Rahway punched it in on the next play.

Blackwell provided a spark on the
opening kickoff of the second half with
a 62-yard return. He fielded the kick
and sprinted up the right side, breaking
a tackle and reversing the field before
being pushed out deep in Rahway ter-
ritory. However, the Raiders coughed
up the ball going into the end zone,
squashing any hopes of a score.

The Raiders’ defense continued to
play well, bottling up Rahway’s dan-
gerous dual threat, quarterback Tyler
Dihlbauer and its big-play receiver
Hakeem Kornegay.

But the turning point of the game
would come on another costly turn-
over by the Raiders. Alleman, on his
sixth pass attempt of the afternoon,

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mother nature won out in a show-
down that ended in a game-short-
ened, 1-1, tie between the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team and Westfield at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on September
16. The 1-1-1 Raiders owned a 1-0
first-half lead, but just a few minutes
after the 2-0-1 Blue Devils netted a
goal early in a drenching second half,
lightning sent both teams, officials

and fans fleeing for shelter.
“Right in the beginning, I told my

team that I thought this would be a
one-half game, because I had checked
the radar out. I am happy how long it
lasted. In that respect, we got lucky,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner, who added, “I have been
coaching soccer since 1975 in New
Jersey, and I have been playing since
I was a teenager. I have played in
every weather condition you could
ever imagine. One game comes to
mind. It was the late 70’s. I was the JV
boys coach, and we were playing
Union Catholic at Tamaques Park. It
was raining like this with no light-
ning. We played the whole game. Let
me tell you, it’s fun when you are
playing. I have personally played
when there was snow and sleet com-

ing down, and we used charcoal to
line the fields, because it was black
on the white.”

The Raiders poured it on in the first
half and appeared to keep one step
ahead of the Blue Devils. Although
both team got off only three shots on
goal and both goalkeepers, Raider
Seth Schlisserman and Blue Devil
Zach Zagorsky, each made two saves
in the first half, the Raiders spent
most of their time pressuring
Westfield’s defensive territory.

Just after five minutes into the game,
Raider junior midfielder Giovanni
Tobon crossed a left-to-right shot into
the center, where junior midfielder
Travis Cortes kneed the ball into the
net from 10-yards out. For the re-
mainder of the half, the Blue Devils
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE HANDOFF…Blue Devil AJ Murray, No. 9, takes the handoff from quarterback Danny Kerr in the game
against Bridgewater-Raritan at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on September 17.

Joe Schackman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO FIND AN OPENING…Raider running back Quentin Blackwell, No. 24, looks for an opening, while Neville
Hall, No. 41, blocks the Rahway lineman.

SPF’S CORTES SCORES IN 1ST HALF, BYERS KNOTS TIE

Devil Boys Tie Raiders, 1-1,
In Deluge-Shortened Game


