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Maria is Coming 
to Cranford...

With experience only a Chef can 

provide, knowledge only an Artisanal 

Cheesemonger brings and a cheese 

selection to satisfy all tastes. 

Stop in, sample and begin your own 

cheese adventure. 

26 Eastman Street | Cranford, NJ | tel 908.272.4500 | www.facebook.com/ChzPlz

www.ChzPlz.com

Located within Cheese... Please!
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 New York Times Notable Book Author

Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095

Hey Mother Nature!
Bring it on.

Whatever the weather, we’re always here 
for our customers and always deliver.

> Reliable 24/7 local service and support   > SmartPay monthly payment plan

> Flexible price protection plans   > No enrollment or sign-up fees

Call 866.539.5295 today!
petro.com

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2010 Petro. P_10427

OVER 100 YEARS   |    HOME HEATING OIL & AC   |    EQUIPMENT & INSTALLATION 

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Ship Model Recalls World War II
Ordeal of Mr. Charles Taylor

The Westfield Leader May 6, 1976
*****

In December of 1943, a crippled B-24
Liberator bomber of the U.S. Eighth Air
Force 44th Bomb Group struggled home-
ward from a raid over enemy territory.
But damage sustained by the four-engine
aircraft was too great and the crew was
forced to crash-land in the waters of the
IJsselmeer in the Netherlands.

Only one member of the 10-man crew
survived the ill-fated flight to spend the
remainder of the war in Europe as a
prisoner. He was the 22-year-old copilot,
Charles K. Taylor, who escaped from the
wreckage through a gaping hole near his
position when the aircraft burst open upon

impact.
Mr. Taylor, a native of Westfield and

now resident of nearby Scotch Plains,
came close to reliving the incident of
more than 30 years ago when, in the
course of traditional Dutch drainage and
land reclamation, the long forgotten B-24
reappeared from beneath the waters sev-
eral years ago in much the same condition
as at the time of the 1943 ditching.

Fuel remained in the tanks, and, in-
credibly, air still in the tires. Tracing the
history of the aircraft through U.S. Air
Force records, Dutch officials notified
Mr. Taylor of the find and in late 1975 he
and his wife, Enid, visited the Nether-
lands and were warmly received by a
representative of the Dutch Air Force.

The Taylors visited the site of the
downed aircraft, which was still lodged
in mud. The Dutch press seized upon the
Mr. Taylor’s visit as an opportunity to tell
a very human story, which merited recall,
so many years later.

At that point J.A. Verhulst, a Dutch
ship designer living in Hoogvliet near
Rotterdam, decided to become person-
ally involved in commemoration of the
wartime event. Though only a child at the
time of World War II, he felt a deep sense
of gratitude to American men who had
traveled to Europe to fight and die in the
dark days of the early 1940’s.

Verhulst requested and received from
the U.S. Air Force various scraps from
the plane’s wreckage, intending to build
from them an airplane model for presen-
tation to Taylor. Unfortunately time, im-
mersion and the aircraft recovery opera-

tions left only scraps available for
Verhulst’s work and he had to abandon
the idea of a sleep airplane model.

Instead, taking inspiration from
America’s Bicentennial observances, he
envisioned the possibility of shaping the
torn and jagged pieces into an interpreta-
tion of a man-of-war sailing ship from the
era of America’s war for independence.
After an estimated 300 hours of work —
cutting, shaping, welding, Verhulst’s vi-
sion became a reality in the form of a
fanciful, ingenious and visually entranc-
ing ship model measuring three feet in
height and length weighing 35 pounds.

Examination of the model reveals how
Verhulst used bits of the B-24’s fuselage,
engines, wiring and controls, hammered,
shaped and bound together and coated
with bronze lacquer to form what he
dubbed a real “Flying Dutchman” of ship.
The question then became the delivery of
the model.

Knowing of the model and the story
behind it from press reports, the Dutch
office of Atlantic Container Line stepped
forward and made special arrangements
to carry the model to America in the care
of the captain of the S.S. Atlantic Crown,
one of the company’s container ships
serving ACL’s Rotterdam - New York
cargo route. Thus the model arrived in
America on April 27 at ACL’s port of
New York terminal at Elizabeth, a scant
few miles from Mr. Taylor’s home.

Mr. and Mrs. Taylor were welcomed
aboard the Atlantic Crown by Capt. A.C.
Timmermans. On the ship’s bridge Cap-
tain Timmermans turned over the model
to Taylor, reuniting him with the frag-
ments of his airplane from which he had
escaped over 32 years before.

Mr. Taylor, who had enlisted in the U.S.
Army Air Corps in 1942 after one year
with American Telephone and Telegraph
Company (AT&T), returned to AT&T
after the war and has been with the com-
pany ever since, he is now an account
manager in the company’s long lines sales
department for the New York City area.

Asked if he ever returned to flying after
the war, Mr. Taylor replied, “Only us an
airline passenger. I guess I had enough of
it during the war. Besides, flying lessons
to get a civilian license would have cost
me $10 an hour back in those days. That
was big money then and I was saving up to
get married. Now our four children are
gone from home – and we have plenty of
room to display the model. I’ll look at it
with thanks for being alive and as a re-
minder to my children of something that is
very important in my life.”

*****
Editor’s Note: Westfield resident Jim

Baker was in Richmond, Va. this month.
While reading the local newspaper, he
noticed a photograph of a World War II
veteran from Brandermill Woods retire-
ment community receiving four medals,
belatedly, for heroics. The 89-year-old
veteran, Mr. Taylor, was wearing an
American Legion hat from Westfield, NJ.

Charles Taylor

SCENIC BIKE TRIP…Pictured above is the main canal park headquarters and
lock in Kingston.

A Scenic Bicycle Trip Along
Delaware & Raritan Canal

By DEAN TALCOTT

If you Google Delaware and
Raritan Canal, you can get all the
history, charts, maps, etc. that you
will need to plan a trip. That’s what I
did to help plan the seven trips that I
took to bike the 65-mile path this
summer. You can walk or bike the
path, and in some places, horses are
allowed. Most of the path is about six
to eight feet wide. Where is the canal,
you ask? If you look at a central New
Jersey map, think of a big smile, with
Frenchtown on the left (west) side,
Trenton at the bottom and New
Brunswick on the right (east) side.
There are many points of interest
along the route, including businesses
where you can rent bicycles, canoes
and kayaks.

I have not done a great deal of
biking, so I knew I would need to
learn my limitations. My trips were
usually around 16 to 18 miles, and it
took me about two hours of steady
peddling to do the distance. Since I
was by myself, I’d bike to my prede-
termined spot and turn around and
bike back. Because of this, I saw the
path in both directions, and actually
biked 130 miles. I could have done
more miles each day, but then I would
have been dwelling on the end and
not the journey. The distance I chose
was perfect for me, and it allowed me
time to stop and read the historical
plaques that exist along the way. One
day I decided to challenge myself,
and I rode 26 miles.

My bike is a hybrid. It’s in between
a skinny tired road bike and a moun-
tain bike. The trail surface is mostly
crushed gravel. I wore a helmet and I
used biker’s gloves. I brought water
and snacks. I always stopped for a 10-
minute break. I also had a cell phone,
map and mileage chart with me. Al-
though they feel funny, the padded
biker pants are much appreciated.

It was as hot as 92 degrees, but you
are air-cooled when you’re moving,
and most of the path is shaded. As
you bike, you should stay to the right,
and when you approach people, you
should alert them by saying “I’m on
your left.”

I began my biking in New
Brunswick by Landing Lane Bridge.
I biked as my schedule allowed. This
section is the main canal and is also
the East Coast Greenway, which con-
nects Key West, Fla. to Maine. Along
this section, I almost collided with a
frog, a chipmunk, a woodchuck and a
deer. I saw dozens of large painted

turtles sunning themselves on logs.
As I approached Trenton, the water
got dirtier and I saw less stream life.
I passed several locks, whose pur-
pose was to adjust barges to different
water elevations in adjacent sections
of the canal. When passing by
Carnegie Lake, I saw buoys, which
help align crew team competitions.
The length between Trenton and
Frenchtown is known as the feeder
canal. It is narrower than the main
canal. The canal begins at Bull’s Is-
land, 3.3 miles north of Stockton.
This area provides views of the Dela-
ware River, and you pass through the
quaint towns of Lambertville, Stock-
ton and Frenchtown, with their ex-
cellent eateries. The northern part of
the path utilizes an abandoned rail-
road track bed.

The canal was built mostly by Irish
immigrants between 1830 and 1834,
at a cost of $2.34 million. Much of it
was hand dug. It was built to trans-
port freight between Philadelphia and
New York City. The canal ceased to
be profitable after 1892, but it re-
mained in use until 1932. New Jersey
purchased the property and it became
a park in 1974.

If you want to get a little exercise
and learn some local history, visit the
Delaware and Raritan Canal. It’s
worth the effort, and best of all, it’s
good for you! You don’t have to be
some great athlete to do this. I’m
collecting Social Security and have
been a Type 1 diabetic for 50 years.
So, if I can do this, you can, too!

* * * * * * *
Dean Talcott serves as caretaker of

the Fanwood Nature Center.

Casino Night Set for Nov. 13 at
Westfield Armory for Troop Families
WESTFIELD — On Saturday, No-

vember 13 at 7 p.m. the Family Readi-
ness Groups (FRGs) for the 1st Squadron
102nd Cavalry Regiment, 50th Brigade
Combat Team of the New Jersey Army
National Guard will be hosting their an-
nual “Casino Night” fundraiser for the
troops based out of the Westfield Na-
tional Guard Armory. All proceeds go
back to serving these soldiers and their
families with programs and services.

The FRGs are looking for any indi-
viduals, corporations or small busi-

nesses to donate food, prizes, etc. for
the event. All donations are tax deduct-
ible. All sponsors will receive recogni-
tion.

Individual and group tickets are also
being sold for the fundraiser at this
time — $50 per person, $40 seniors and
veterans, special ticket pricing for ac-
tive military personnel. Tickets include
$50 in gaming chips, buffet dinner and
beverages.

For more information, please con-
tact Danielle Bracco, (917) 301-8751,
daniellebracco@verizon.net or Amy
Lovato, (917) 603-6862,
alovato2@verizon.net.

Lisa Mohn Named
Top Volunteer

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
mayor’s office has informed the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Asso-
ciation that Lisa Mohn, their
organization’s president, has been cho-
sen as the volunteer of the year.

Lisa will be honored at the Mayor’s
Gala on Friday, December 3.


