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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Appreciation for Our Public Servants;
Thank You Westfield Firefighters

Touting Five-Day Rockfest - Is This
Really The Business of Government?

Trenton, Don’t Waste Time; Help Us In
Scotch Plains Deal With Taxes

It Would Take  Mismanagement or
Outright Theft for Solar Plan to Fail

We often take for granted the public
services that are provided in our commu-
nities. Following a June 19 fire at our
business, we no longer take for granted
the skills provided by the Westfield Fire
Department.

On that evening, a passerby reported
seeing smoke and flames coming from
the rear of our property on South Avenue.
Within five minutes the Westfield
firefighters were on the scene extinguish-
ing the flames, which were covering the
exterior wall of our storage building.
Because of their rapid and efficient re-
sponse to the call, all of our 5,000 cos-

tumes and more than 99 percent of our
party retail and rental inventory remained
unaffected by the fire and smoke.

Any lack of efficiency on the part of
the Westfield Fire Department would have
proven disastrous for our main building
and our business.

We would like to express our gratitude
to the Westfield Fire Department for their
constant readiness to respond to poten-
tially life-threatening emergencies. They
are true professionals.

Bruce and Patti Campbell
The Party Stop

Westfield

I have just discussed the structure of
the solar program Union County is enter-
ing into with the law firm that is handling
the details of the transaction. The pro-
gram the county is entering into (Westfield
chose not to participate) is the same ar-
rangement Morris County entered into
last year.

The $45 million is now down to $25
million for a “first pool” (that means
there could be more). The bonds issued
are through the Union County Improve-
ment Authority (UCIA), not specifically
Union County.

The essence of the transaction is this:
The bondholders are extending credit to
the Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)
provider through the UCIA. The PPA
provider will be making semi-annual prin-
cipal and interest payments to the bond-
holders through the UCIA. The PPA pro-
vider will, in turn, draw down funds from
the bond issuance to pay for the installa-
tions of the solar arrays on specified
buildings in the county.

The primary reason the UCIA is issu-
ing bonds for the PPA provider is so they
can receive better terms than they would

normally get if they borrowed the funds
themselves. The UCIA, and by extension
Union County (and by extension
Westfield), are indeed taking risk by ex-
tending credit to these entities.

However, as I mentioned in my first
letter, PPA agreements are exceptionally
profitable endeavors, even more so now
than usual since the UCIA is loaning
them the capital at rates they wouldn’t
normally get. It would take colossal mis-
management, or outright theft for these
providers not to pay back these bonds on
a timely basis.

What the county gets is approximately
a 30 percent savings in electric rates over
the course of the lease term which is 15
years, ironically the exact life of the Solar
Renewable Energy Credit (SREC) mar-
ket in New Jersey. What the bondholders
get is their principal and interest over the
life of the bonds (taxable by the way).
What the PPA providers get is a very high
rate of return, about 25 percent after tax.

Good for the county, but it could be
better, and worth the risk given the savings.

Scott Webb
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter is
addressed to Governor Chris Christie,
Sen. Steve Sweeney, Sen. Nicholas Scutari,
Asw. Sheila Oliver, Asw. Linda Stender
and Asm. Jerry Green:

We need your help in addressing the
runaway property taxes in our Town of
Scotch Plains. Our local officials for
whatever reason(s) have not been able to
correct the situations. Below I will list a
few examples.

Scotch Plains belongs to the Rahway
Sewage Authority. As a result of govern-
mental requirements, they forced them to
make several major capitol improve-
ments, which we are responsible for fund-
ing. In particular, they built a $30- mil-
lion  Cogeneration plant (Star-Ledger –
June 13, 2010) that may never generate a
single megawatt of power. They con-
tracted for a forensic analysis whose costs
were unsupervised and resulted in bill-
ings of in excess of $1 million that ex-
ceeded what was to be expected.

They spent money to recoup money
that should not have spent in the first
place. In order to replace the $30-million
Cogen plant, a $200,000 fuel burner is
under consideration. The authority indi-
cated that they have a potential 17-per-
cent increase in costs, which a share will
be passed on to us.

To top it all off, our town council
realized last year that in order to stay
under the then existing 4-percent cap

they had to create a sewer authority. It is
difficult for us taxpayers to assure that
this is not a revenue source. It should be
pointed out that this is the same authority
that Assembly Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce mentioned funding for parties
and the like.

The other item is the paying of the bills
for Scotch Plains Senior Citizen Housing
Corporation. Apparently they have some
“structural problems” as reported by lo-
cal media, are tax exempt and we taxpay-
ers are the final provider for payment of
bills they cannot pay. Why are we respon-
sible for these monies? Our town council
is trying to address the problem, but I fear
have little options that will not be costly
to the taxpayers.

Please can you look into an indepen-
dent investigation to confirm that we
taxpayers are not being mistreated in
either? Perhaps you could assist in alter-
nate funding options and see that those
that got us into these situations are iden-
tified and prevented from negatively im-
pacting us in the future.

These two items are on top of the impact
of tax reform with the 2 percent cap and
holes big enough for a truck to be driven
through, which is a joke and will do little
to correct the above problems. The 4-
percent cap presently is ineffective, de-
spite what I’ve heard from Trenton.

This year our school taxes increased
some 3.7 percent, municipal taxes 5.2
percent and county taxes 5.9 percent. We,
as a municipality, turned down the school
budget this year. This placed it into the
town council’s responsibility to reduce.
The proposed $299 increase, for an aver-
age priced house in Scotch Plains, was
reduced by our town council to only, I
believe, $46.

This does not look good for the success
of the 2-percent cap, it raises questions of
who were served by their action and
makes one wonder if you in Trenton
understand what we are facing. We don’t
have the two or three jobs, multiple pen-
sions, health care plans, etc. We are left to
the mercy of local officials, who either
don’t listen or don’t understand.

Please don’t spend your time on the loss
of the $400 million for Race to the Top,
and concentrate on the Governor’s Tool
Box and his reforms such as pension,
benefits, ethics, and education reform.

From the view of the taxpayer, you
elected officials in Trenton and the like
appear to be self-centered. You want your
multiple jobs, pensions, benefits and sim-
ply do not care about us. You do not want
to listen to us and do what best suits your
private interests.

As proof of this, look at Senator
Sweeney’s holding the pension reform
hostage. His obstruction only serves to
support two of his three pensions and the
unions over the taxpayers.

There is nationwide uprising of resent-
ment against politicians. Leave it to be said,
that some of us will hold you accountable
with our vote. Can you live with this?

Al Muller
Scotch Plains

I attended the [Union County] Free-
holder meeting last night (September 16).
I arrived just in time to be told the free-
holders took a recess for a closed session
and would be back. Of course I was
perturbed, especially as it turned into
almost two hours. We need to change this
form of government.

No one wanted to be there last night.
The members of the public stuck it out to
have their turn to speak. By the second
half of the meeting only six of the nine
freeholders were there. The public spoke
and it was contentious all around.

The Freeholders most like to tout the
success of Musicfest. Fine, can we move
on? Is this really the business of govern-
ment to run a five-day rock concert in the
middle of September when most of us are
focusing on other things? We will never
get a true accounting of what Musicfest
cost. All I know is that ads were every-

where, some glossy mailers arrived after
the event.

My point to the freeholders was to stop
the unnecessary spending. Foreclosures
are at a frighteningly high level and climb-
ing. In Elizabeth 15 to 20 percent of
homes are in foreclosure. The numbers in
Hillside, Linden, Union, Plainfield and
Roselle are also very disheartening.

I asked if they are cutting back for what
appears to be an even worse in 2011. The
answer was, incredibly, “well, we just
collect the money from the municipali-
ties.” Yes, that’s right, we can deplete our
surplus, jeopardize our bond rating and
lay off essential workers to pay their bills.

It is time to end one-party domination.
It isn’t working.

Ellen Dickson
Republican candidate for Union

County Freeholder

A Potpourri of Autumn Festivals:
Why All the Same Day?

This Sunday, September 26, marks the return of
Westfield’s yearly FestiFall celebration, along with
the Union County Harvest Festival and various other
festivities presented by local religious, civic and
municipal organizations, including Fanny Wood Day.

While there are myriad autumnal celebrations held
each year in our communities – and only so many
weekends to go around – the scheduling of so many
events in one day potentially diminishes the number
of attendees at each.

Additionally, certain festivals are traditionally
larger than others, and can overshadow the smaller
venues. This year Fanny Wood, the folklore figure
for whom Fanwood’s festival is named, must duke it
out with mighty Westfield and the county for festival
visitors. Not something a well-brought-up Victorian
lady should be called upon to do.

In all seriousness, however, we’re thinking of all
the time, labor and expense that go into the planning
and staging of each of these local celebrations each
year. The committees that organize these events; the

merchants and vendors who must transport, set up
and pack up their wares; the performers hoping to
showcase their talents, and all the other people
involved in these large public events deserve to see
the maximum reward for their efforts in terms of
attendance numbers.

By holding its own annual celebration the follow-
ing Sunday, October 3, Scotch Plains will give area
residents another chance to enjoy street fair festivi-
ties without creating even more competition for
visitors. Miss Fanny Wood is deeply appreciative. In
the future, we hope the organizers of each of our
local festivals can coordinate their events so that they
are “spread out” a bit more.

We wish great weather and much success for all
the festivals this Sunday, and encourage visitors to
attend a couple of them, if possible. Each of these
events richly represent the best about our local
communities – their history, culture and sense of
community – not to mention a festive way to get to
know your neighbors.

Astronomers Invite
Public to Open House
at Sperry Observatory
The public is invited to an open house

at the Sperry Observatory at Union County
College (UCC) in Cranford at 5:30 p.m.
on Saturday, October 2, sponsored by the
Amateur Astronomers (AAI) in appre-
ciation for the great support from the
public to keep the observatory open. A
two-year agreement has been reached
with UCC.

The experience has inspired us (AAI)
to expand our outreach even more, be-
yond Sperry alone, but we wanted at least
one specific event that says thank you.

See www.asterism.org for more infor-
mation.

Gordon Bond
AAI President

The People Need State Legislators
To Get The Job Done Now

Many candidates running for seats on their town
councils are stopping by the homes of residents at
this time asking for their votes in the November
General Election. What should the candidates be
discussing and what should you be asking them?

In Scotch Plains and Fanwood, there are important
questions that could be asked of the candidates, such
as, What does the consultant’s report say on merging
the towns or departments? If the towns merge or if
the police departments are merged, will there be any
savings? Will this result in loss of service or lessen
public safety? Should the libraries be merged? Do
you support a merger?

Berkeley Heights and New Providence are also
discussing merging their police departments and
residents there face the same questions.

It is interesting that a police car in the Township of
Scotch Plains cannot drive from the north side to the
south side without going through the Borough of
Fanwood. It is interesting that a police car in the
Township of Berkeley Heights cannot drive from the
west side to the east side without going through the
Borough of New Providence.

Merging of police departments is made difficult
because township departments are under civil ser-
vice employee contracts while boroughs are “chiefs
towns” under local PBA contracts. Is this by design
that the township and borough geography and con-

tract situations create a “great paperwork divide?”
Other than discussing options to merge depart-

ments with other towns or to create sewer authorities
to slide under the 2 percent property tax cap, what
other issues do the candidates have to discuss? What
questions should you be asking?

Perhaps the issues above are not the most impor-
tant questions and perhaps the candidates for town
councils are not those to whom the questions should
be posed. In terms of your property tax money,
mayors and councilmen are the little guys.

In terms of your property tax money, the next
biggest gorillas up the ladder are the county free-
holders. Perhaps your questions should be posed to
the candidates for freeholder.

In terms of your property tax money, the biggest
gorillas are the public school system and the New
Jersey Education Association (NJEA). Perhaps your
questions should be posed to them.

But don’t all the important questions revolve around
the “Tool Kit” festering in the State Legislature with
inaction? Shouldn’t one be contacting their legisla-
tors and be demanding that they get off their “duff?”
— before we’re faced with the only recourse being
to hire Blackwater for our public safety?

The people need the legislators to get the job done
now. Prizes can be awarded later for the best political
posturing.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Yird – Scottish for earth
2. Laurin – A fatty, acrid, crystalline

substance contained in the berries of the
laurel

3. Thesmothete – A legislator or law-
giver

4. Proterandry – The maturation of the
male organs of reproduction in advance
of the female organs

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CYPHONISM
1. A state of purification or having

impurities removed
2. The study of the mammary gland

and its milk-producing secretions
3. A form of ancient punishment con-

sisting of smearing the victim with honey
and exposing him to insects

4. Blood letting as a form of medical
practice

TOHUBOHU
1. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp
2. Mixed or jumbled
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
4. Chaos

CATABASION
1. A chamber in a Greek church, under

the alter, where relics are kept
2. A mountain pass
3. In anatomy, the study of involuntary

muscle contractions
4. A slaughterhouse for cattle

MELIC
1. Producing honey
2. Of song or poetry
3. Well-formed; symmetrical
4. Resembling a grape cluster in form

Letters to
the Editor

Now It Is The Time to
Fix the Problem

Another study on the emigration of
people from New Jersey is emphasizing
the need for immediate, corrective mea-
sure to strengthen New Jersey’s economic
position and policies. The time for fixing
the blame is past. Now it is time to fix the
problem.

The latest study by the Tax Foundation
confirms what many experts have been
saying for years, people are leaving New
Jersey because it offers less opportunity
but higher costs than almost every other
state in the nation. A closer look at the
study shows that a clear pattern exists: the
states with the highest outmigration rates
tend to be high-tax, high-cost states clus-
tered in Northeast or on the West coast.

It is imperative that state and local
government take immediate, concrete
steps to stem the flow of talent and capital
from this state. The Tax Foundation study
estimates that during the last decade New
Jersey has lost more than $12 billion in
income due to the exodus from this state.

The Governor’s 33 ‘Toolkit initiatives’
cannot continue to languish in legislative
limbo. The legislature must immediately
consider Governor Christie’s reform
package. We must begin to fix the under-
lying cause of New Jersey’s outmigration
by taking concrete steps to make the state
affordable for families and hospitable to
job growth.

Senator Tom Kean
Westfield

County Campaign
Mailer Addresses Ruled

Public Record
The Union County Watchdog Asso-

ciation (UCWA) has long maintained
that the Senior Newsletter is one of the
taxpayer funded campaign mailers the
county issues at election time. This news-
letter is mailed to the senior’s right before
Primary and General Elections and fea-
tures officials who are up for re-election.
The last one contained a form and in-
structions on how to vote by mail by
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, who is up for re-
election in November.

The UCWA’s [OPRA] request for the
mailing list, which is clearly a public
record, was denied by the county and a
complaint was filed in Superior Court by
attorney Walter Luers.

On September 14, 2010, State Supe-
rior Court JudgeBrock in Union County
issued an opinion and order that held that
under OPRA, a member of the public is
entitled to the mailing list maintained by
Union County that the County uses to
mail a senior citizens newsletter to the
public. According to the county, mem-
bers of the public sign up for the mailing.
The mailing list consists of the names and
home addresses of those who have signed
up. The county initially provided the list,
but redacted the home addresses.

Ordinarily, the county would be re-
quired to produce the document within
10 days; the county’s request for a stay of
the order pending appeal was granted.
This order gives the county 45 days to
surrender the document, which is Octo-
ber 29; two mailing days before the Gen-
eral Election.

The county will have to reimburse our
attorney’s fees, including any costs in-
curred in the delay of release of the public
record.

Tina Renna
Cranford

UCWA President

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help


