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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

231 EAST SOUTH AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090  •  908-233-5533

www.codalmightychippery.com

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

ROBERT ALGARIN
ARCHITECT

225 LENOX AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ  07090
PH:  908-232-2225
FAX:  908-753-0235

■ Residential  ■ Commercial  ■ Certified Kitchen Designer
■  Creative problem solving through thoughtful

design and personal service

LICENSED NJ/NY/NCARB CERTIFIED

www.robertalgarinarchitect.com

LEED Green Associate

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com

Dr. Merriman has been voted by her peers as a Top Dentist in 
New  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

229 Charles Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-389-0222  www.doctormerriman.com 

Please visit us at our blog:   www.dentalchronicles.com 

Celebrating 10 years of serving 

Westfield and neighboring areas. 

We know our patients have a choice. 
We appreciate the trust they place in us 
to care for their individual needs.  
 
We strive to improve the lives of our 
patients by providing the dental 
treatment they deserve and need to 
maintain optimal health and well being. 

 

Currently accepting new patients. 

DeCroce, Bramnick: Dems
Are ‘Roadbock to Reform’

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26,
Whippany) and Assembly Republi-
can Conference Leader Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield) have unveiled the
Assembly Republicans’ fall strategy,
aimed at having Assembly Demo-
crats place the highest priority on
enacting property tax- and ethics-
reform legislation instead of “focus-
ing their attention on catering to the
needs of special-interest groups.”

“The Democratic majority has
balked at moving critical ‘tool kit’
and ethics legislation through either
the committee process or the work-
ing groups established in the sum-
mer that were supposed to consider
the property-tax-reform proposals,”
according to a press release from the
two GOP leaders.

As part of the fall rollout intended
to “force Democrats to put taxpayers
first,” Mr. DeCroce and Mr. Bramnick
announced a new page on the Assem-
bly Republican website
(njassemblyrepublicans.com) that
tracks the number of days Assembly
Democrats “have failed to act on tool
kit and ethics-reform legislation.”

The lawmakers said last week that
the Democratic-controlled Assem-
bly held committee sessions on
Monday and Thursday without hear-
ing any bills aimed at reforming
property taxes or ethics, and agen-
das this week were no different.

“Assembly Republicans will use
every resource available to force
Trenton Democrats to represent the
interests of taxpayers and not the
cash-cow special-interest groups,”
Mr. DeCroce said. “We will make
use of procedural motions in com-
mittees and on the Assembly floor,
hold town hall meetings with tax-
payers, either in person or via tele-
conferencing, and send out constitu-
ent correspondence that will keep
the public informed about the Demo-
crats’ efforts to stonewall these re-
forms.”

“Taxpayers are demanding action
to control their property taxes,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “Unfortunately, the
Assembly Democrats have put that
at the bottom of their priority list.
Governor Christie has laid out the
three R’s of his Reform Agenda –
Rethink, Reform, Rebuild New Jer-
sey, but the Democrats have added
their own ‘R’ to the equation – they
are the roadblock to reform.”

“When Speaker Oliver was sworn
in last January, she said, ‘Nothing is
more important to the people of New
Jersey and to me than…property
taxes,’ but she refuses to allow criti-
cal property-tax-reform legislation
to be discussed,” Mr. DeCroce stated.
Republicans introduced 16 ‘tool kit’
bills in June that allow schools, coun-
ties and municipalities to greatly
reduce costs, “but they are being
held hostage.”

“Republicans were patient all sum-
mer waiting to debate the ‘Tool Kit’
proposals, but the Assembly Demo-
crats never followed through on their
promise,” Mr. DeCroce said. “At this
point, we will no longer accept their
excuses and stalling tactics. We are
fed up with their inaction, which
hurts taxpayers and our state.”

NEWEST MASTER GARDENER...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, cen-
ter, congratulates Scotch Plains resident Mary Ann Matteo, left, on her recent
graduation from the Rutgers Master Gardeners Program. They are joined by Ms.
Matteo’s 95-year-old mother, Mary Matteo, also of Scotch Plains. Ms. Rajoppi is
seeking her fourth, five-year term as clerk this November.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXPRESSING HIS “TUNNEL VISION”...Ed Potosnak, the Democratic Seventh
Congressional District candidate, speaks at a press conference Monday at the
Westfield Train Station regarding the halting of work on the $8.7-billion mass-
transit tunnel between New Jersey and Manhattan.

Potosnak Calls for Renewing
Work on Transit Tunnel

WESTFIELD – Ed Potosnak,
Democratic candidate for New
Jersey’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, held a press conference at the
Westfield train station Monday about
regional trains and infrastructure.
He voiced his support for the the
Access to the Region’s Core (ARC)
project.

“I stand before you today (Mon-
day) to pledge my support for the
critical mass-transit project that will
benefit our region and my district

enormously: the continued construc-
tion of the Access to the Region’s
Core, or ARC Tunnel,” Mr. Potosnak
said. “This project will produce both
short- and long-term jobs, improve
quality of life, increase the number of
one-seat rides and shorten commutes,
as well as reducing traffic across our
communities and throughout north-
ern New Jersey.”

Mr. Potosnak called for continued
work on the ARC tunnel without de-
lay. “The ARC tunnel will be a wel-
come and necessary addition to our
rail system, as an additional tunnel
from New Jersey into Manhattan will
eliminate the need to switch trains in
Newark and increase passenger ca-
pacity for New Jersey and New York.
We lose hundreds of thousands of
dollars in federal funding for the
project every day it is delayed. I call
on my opponent (Republican Rep.
Leonard Lance) to join me and insist
this project continue.

“When I am in Congress, transpor-
tation infrastructure will be central to
my plan to help our region get its
edge back. Residents of central Jer-
sey will have an advocate working
every day to ensure that the federal
tax dollars they pay will be returned
through investments like this – to
make our communities stronger for
the future,” the candidate said.

New Jersey Confirms
First West Nile Death
STATE — A 76-year-old Camden

County man is the first confirmed
New Jersey death this year from West
Nile Virus, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health and Senior Services
has reported. To date, 11 New Jersey
residents have tested positive for West
Nile Virus in seven counties: Atlan-
tic, one; Camden, two; Essex, one;
Hudson, two; Monmouth, one;
Ocean, two; and Passaic, two. The
two cases in Camden include the eld-
erly Camden County resident who
died.

The Camden County man devel-
oped headaches and fever August 20,
was hospitalized on August 25 and
died August 30.

Rep. Lance Honors
WWII Cadet Nurses
WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard

Lance (R-7th) held a special cer-
emony recently honoring two
Westfield residents for their service
in the U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps during
World War II. Specifically, Mr. Lance
presented American flags to
Genevieve Mooers and Diana Taylor.

“These women deserve to be hon-
ored for their service to America,”
Mr. Lance said. “Through their ef-
forts, they have helped make America
the wonderful place it is today. I am
pleased to join the citizens of
Westfield and my colleagues in Con-
gress to honor them and all the women
who served in the U.S. Cadet Nurse
Corps.”

During the event, Mr. Lance also
discussed his support for H.R. 1211,
the Women Veterans Health Care
Improvement Act. This legislation
would provide benefits to all veter-
ans, including women who served in
the U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps.

The Cadet Nurse Corps was cre-
ated during World War II to help
train nurses when it became clear
that America would soon face a criti-
cal shortage of nurses nationwide.
As the war progressed, the demand
for nurses increased and the U.S.
Cadet Nurse Corps played a key role
in filling this void and instrumental
in providing care for wounded U.S.
servicemen.

Mr. Lance is seeking a second term
in Congress this November

RVSA Close to Hiring New
Executive Director

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) Board
of Directors, last Thursday, delayed
awarding a contract permitting com-
bustion of digester gas in their boilers.

A motion to award the contract
was tabled due to what officials said
was a large discrepancy between the
anticipated cost and the bids received.
The three bids received ranged from
slightly in excess of $343,000 to just
shy of $390,000.

Bob Valent, plant supervisor, stated
that even at these costs, the savings
should be approximately $626,000
through the end of September 2011,
thus allowing six to seven months to
complete construction on the project.
Once the additional review is made,
the project will likely be awarded to
Rapid Pump and Meter of Paterson,
officials said.

In other business, the RVSA is
nearing hiring a new executive di-
rector. Rene Dierkes, Mountainside’s
commissioner, introduced a motion
at Thursday’s meeting, which was
approved, to allow RVSA’s general
counsel to begin negotiations with
someone identified as “candidate
number one” to fill that position.
The position has been vacant since
Michael Brinker retired in March.

On another matter, the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (NJDEP) versus Occidental
Chemical Corporation litigation, a
lawsuit in which the RVSA is named
as one of the co-defendants, is now on
a litigation track, as discussions about
an alternate dispute resolution have
broken down. Motions also were filed
for dismissal of the third-party com-
plaints based on the authority’s prior
settlement of claims based on the
Judicial Consent Order entered into
between the RVSA and the NJDEP
that required the RVSA to have an

auxiliary power source to provide
energy to operate its wastewater treat-
ment plant. Group motions to dismiss
also were filed based on failure of
third-party plaintiffs (taken to be Oc-
cidental Chemical Corporation) to
bring their complaint within the rel-
evant statute of limitations, lack of
compliance with the requirements of
the Tort Claims Act, and the sewage
exemption in the New Jersey Spill
Act, officials said.

Scotch Plains Commissioner Joan
Papen said some municipalities have
not been filing treatment works appli-
cations. These represent a source of
some additional funding for RVSA,
which is outside the municipal user
charge channel.

Mrs. Papen also provided a copy of
an Assembly bill, A-1840, sponsored
by Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood), which would
move oversight of municipal utility
authorities from the New Jersey De-
partment of Community Affairs to
the Board of Public Utilities (BPU).
Mrs. Papen said the legislation would
put the RVSA under control of a
politically oriented, rather than pro-
fessional body. She also provided a
document from the Association of
Environmental Authorities (an um-
brella group for authorities) com-
menting on an earlier version of this
law (A-2640), which, she said, ex-
presses numerous concerns with the
change, including usurpation of home
rule, adding work to a state body
during downsizing, adding costs to
the authorities and statutory conflict
with Public Law 2005, chapter 267.

The board also spent  time at the
financial committee meeting, which
preceded the general meeting, dis-
cussing responses to questions raised
by the mayors of Woodbridge, Clark
and Rahway, and Rahway Adminis-
trator Peter Pelissier, regarding the
RVSA budget.


