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Lack of sleep has been linked to:

Increased risk of health
problems such as obesity,
diabetes, hypertension and
depression

Decreased reaction time,
performance and memory

35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ 908-322-4178
www.mattressfac.com blog -www.flipandrotate.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

   Experience…

$50 - $100

OFF
Any twin/full
set starting at

$499

offer good on new
purchases only

expires 10/31/10

$100 - $200

OFF
Any queen/king

set starting at
$699

offer good on new
purchases only

expires 10/31/10

Whatever your budget –
we have your perfect night’s sleep!

Wesley Allen Beds Custom Sizes
Split Box Springs Futons
Folding Cots High Risers
Accessories Furniture
Boat/RV mattresses Pillows

Come see for
yourself!

Visit us at the
Westfield Festifall

this Sunday.

ALSO:

SP GOP Slate Says Communication
With Residents Is Its Top Issue

concerns and ‘what ifs,’ and creates
such a negative atmosphere between
‘us and them,’ that the opportunity
for real cooperation is eliminated.”

Furthermore, the report noted that
no merger of two towns in New Jer-
sey has been approved by voters in
more than 50 years. The amount of
money saved via a merger would be
“only marginally better” than what
will be saved through the increased
shared services urged in the report.
JPM also cited the civil service ver-
sus non-civil service status of the two
towns’ municipal employees and the
resulting complications a merger
would raise in that regard. The effect
of a merger on those residents who
volunteer for various commissions
as well as the fire departments and
rescue squads, was also noted, as was
the fact that a merger “is permanent
and final,” and the two towns “will
not have any opportunity to change
their mind if something goes wrong
with the merger.”

“This gives us a good roadmap of
where we want to go now,” Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “We’ve sort
of exhausted all the other shared ser-
vices between the two towns, so now
it’s time to ramp up our efforts.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
told The Times the report “opens the
door to a lot of discussion” about
additional shared efforts. She said
there were some recommendations
in the report “that have potential,”
although she said she was “a little
disappointed” at the level of pro-
jected savings. “I thought it would be
higher,” she noted.

Two public forums will be held at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
to give residents a chance to air their
views on the report. The meetings will
be held on Wednesdays, October 13
and November 10, starting at 7 p.m.

And both mayors will speak today
about shared services to the state
Department of Community Affairs’
Local Unit Alignment, Reorganiza-
tion and Consolidation Commission,
which was created three years ago to
study and report on the structure and
functions of county and municipal
government.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township Re-
publicans Sal Trifiro, Tony Patti and
Bo Vastine, seeking three seats on the
township council, this week responded
to accusations by Independent Repub-
lican Councilman Dominick Bratti that
they were hand picked by former Mayor
Martin Marks. They also listed improv-
ing the lines of communication between
the governing body and residents and
municipal employees as their top cam-
paign issue.

“That (Mr. Bratti’s comment) is an
erroneous and false statement,” Mr.
Patti said. “I do not like his character-
ization that we were somehow hand-
picked by Marty to be his candidates
for some retribution (due to the re-
moval of Brian Levine as township
attorney)…Mayor Marks never con-
tacted me (and) never asked me to run
(for council).”

Mr. Vastine said Mayor Malool asked
Mr. Trifiro to run for council, while Mr.
Patti responded to township GOP Chair-
man William McClintock’s e-mail seek-
ing Republican council candidates. Mr.
Vastine said he had asked how he could
get more involved with the local party
and was told about the three council
seats following his defeat for state as-
sembly last November.

“When Dominick Bratti says he was
removed (from the GOP ticket), this
was a Democratic process. Anybody
who wanted to screen for the position
came before the (GOP)
committee…They had to answer the
same questions. He had to face the
same audience on the same night. Out
of four candidates, Dominick came in
fourth place,” Mr. Vastine said.

Mr. Vastine accused Mr. Bratti of
treating volunteers of the newly-cre-
ated Scotch Plains Management Cor-
poration (SPMC), which manages the
special improvement district, “with such
contempt and disrespect…that a lot of
people on the (GOP) committee were
really turned off by it.”

“We were not going to allow our
party to be represented in that way,”
Mr. Vastine said.

While agreeing with the move to cre-
ate a township sewerage authority to
remove wastewater costs from the mu-
nicipal budget by billing residents and
non-profits “for their fair share,” the
GOP candidates said this change was
poorly communicated to residents.

“I think it was a complete failure in
leadership with regards to the way it
was communicated to the public,” Mr.
Vastine said.

Mr. Trifiro said the new authority
helped the township stay within the
current 4-percent cap without resulting
in municipal layoffs.

“A lot of people on the
street…seemed a little bit blind-sided
by it. So, even though it was something
that was fair and necessary, I think it
could have been better communicated
to the people,” Mr. Triforo said.

Mr. Vastine said the sewer authority
“should have been addressed at every
format available.” The candidates said
information on the new sewer bills could
have been regularly broadcast on TV-
34 (the local cable access channel),
publicized on the municipal website,
mailed with tax bills and mentioned at
township council meetings.

Speaking about the municipal
website, the GOP slate wants a user-
friendly site that includes information
such as meeting dates, who to contact
about dead animals such as raccoons,
and a search engine searchable by key
word.

“It (the website) went from a very
poor website to just a poor website,”
Mr. Trifiro said.

Mr. Patti called the website a “qual-
ity of life issue,” as residents are often
not available during the daytime and
rely on the Internet for information. “In
today’s world, it (a poorly-constructed
website) just adds to their frustration.
This is just one thing we can lift off
their backs,” Mr. Patti said.

In terms of interaction with township
employees, Mr. Trifiro said residents
and employees have said they want a
“bottom-up approach” when it comes
to municipal government.

“I think one of the shortfalls of our
present governing body is the reluc-
tance to listen to some of our depart-
ment heads and to take into account
some of their ideas, ideas that could
potentially save the taxpayers money in
Scotch Plains,” Mr. Patti said.

Looking at the 2-percent cap on tax
levies that begins in 2011, Mr. Trifiro
said the cap “might be something that is
a little difficult at first for the town, but,
ultimately, it was done to protect the
citizens, not to constrain the municipal-
ity.”

“This (2-percent cap) is part of what
is going to get back on the road to
recovery,” Mr. Patti said. “Ten years
down the road, they’re (public employ-
ees currently upset about the Governor’s
proposed “tool kit” reforms) are prob-
ably going to be thankful (to the Gover-
nor) for saving their pensions. Because
if we continue on this road of reckless
spending, we’ll be broke.”

When asked about some of the rec-
ommendations in the shared services
report just released by Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, Mr. Patti said if merging
departments with Fanwood, such as
police and public works, as recom-
mended in the report, produces a “cost
savings” for Scotch Plains, “than we
have to push for it because that is yet
another savings we can pass on (to tax-
payers).”

Mr. Trifiro said he would hope that
savings from department mergers would
be accomplished through attrition and
not layoffs.

Mr. Patti said the township must be
sure that the direction it goes in for
shared services must not be “penny
wise and pound foolish.”

The candidates were critical of why the
town may have to bail out the township
senior citizens housing center, which is
running a $150,000 revenue deficit.

“Something got overlooked,” Mr.
Vastine said. “I think if you lose site of
the immediate horizon, things like that
happen…If I was the one charged with
looking into this, seeing how did this
happen, I think I would want to know
who, what, where, when and why.”

He said a council member must be on
the center’s board of directors in the
future, rather than just serving as a liai-
son to the board, as is the current situ-
ation.

GOING UNDERGROUND...Frank Chupko of Scotch Plains reads The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in the Philippines during his annual vacation there earlier
this year. Mr. Chupko enriches his cultural experience at Puerto Princesa
Subterranean River National Park.

Union County Freeholders Oppose
Holding Up ARC Tunnel Project

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders passed a resolution last Thurs-
day opposing the temporary shut down of
an $8.7-billion rail tunnel to New York
City. The project, known as the Trans-
Hudson Express Tunnel or Access to the
Region’s Core (ARC) Mass Transit Tun-
nel Project, is expected to double rail
capacity to the city.

Board Chairman Dan Sullivan, Union
County’s representative on the North Jer-
sey Transportation and Planning Author-
ity (NJTPA), said the members of the 13-
county NJTPA board in 2007 “all voted
unanimously to approve this project.” He
said $3 billion each is coming from the
federal government and Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, with the State
of New Jersey allocating $2.7 billion.

“This is one of the biggest construction
projects we’ve seen in many years,” Mr.
Sullivan said. “If you’re on the Raritan
Valley Line and you had any thought at
all about having a one-seat run into New
York City, like you now have from Sum-
mit or from Elizabeth, those hopes are
going to be dashed [by the Governor’s
decision].’”

“I can’t for the life of me understand
why this Governor would put that kind of
money into jeopardy,” Mr. Sullivan said.
“So, if you live in Westfield, good luck
trying to get a one-seat ride into New
York City in the next few years.”

Summit Councilwoman Ellen Dickson,
a Republican freeholder candidate, said
she attended a breakfast meeting recently
in which the ARC project was discussed.

“[Assemblyman Joe Cryan (LD-20,
Union) even admitted that he doesn’t
think that Governor Christie is trying to
kill this project. He’s trying to slow it
down so we can figure out where we’re
getting the money from because we don’t
have the money,” she said. “And he’s
trying to negotiate with vendors…and
get a better rate.”

The board also passed a resolution to
accept $1 billion in funding from the U.S.
Department of Labor through its Green
Skills = Green Jobs Grant.

Frank Guzzo, the county’s director of
human services, said the county’s pro-
gram is being designed to provide safety,
technical and green skills training to un-
employed and underemployed disadvan-
taged adults “with an emphasis on women
and minorities.” He said the program
would help these workers to be hired in
the fields of solar, gas, water and electri-
cal utility industries.

Noel Christmas, president of Local
601 of the Utility Workers of America, a
union which is working in partnership
with the county, noted that the county’s
grant is part of an overall $5 million
United States Department of Labor grant.

“The goal of the Green Skills Green
Jobs Grant is just that – to train individu-
als in areas that will yield the highest
employment opportunities in the utility
industry,” Mr. Christmas said. “I am
making a commitment to work with the
freeholders through their Department of
Human Services to ensure that all gradu-
ates of the Green Skills-Green Jobs pro-
gram are afforded the opportunity to both
obtain employment with the utility indus-
try and to join the union.”

Bruce Paterson of Garwood com-
mended the union, calling the program “a
great partnership.”

“I tell you, this is unique in that the
union is actually helping non-union people
get jobs,” Mr. Paterson said.

The board also approved a resolution
authorizing the Union County Improve-
ment Authority to “coordinate the issu-
ance of recovery zone facility bonds” for
the construction of an eight-story, five-
acre Embassy Suites Hotel, to be built on
Glimcher Realty Way across from the
Jersey Gardens Mall in Elizabeth.

The hotel will include 192 guest suites,
lobby, restaurant, lounge, meeting rooms,
indoor pool, fitness center, business cen-
ter, offices, laundry and mechanical
rooms, according to a county-issued press
release.

Mr. Sullivan said the project would
result in 350 temporary construction jobs
and 50 permanent jobs when the hotel is
opened. He said the hotel would produce
$650,000 in annual tax revenue for the
City of Elizabeth. “I think it is a great
thing,” Mr. Sullivan said.

Mr. Sullivan said $15.5 million in Na-
tional Recovery Zone bonds have been
funded through the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The en-
tire county has been designated a recov-
ery zone by the federal government.

Larry Caroselli, the county’s director
of finance, said the bonds “enable private
businesses to have certain tax advantages
in the issuance of these bonds.” He said

the repayment of the bonds would be the
responsibility of the businesses involved
in the project.

“This is not county debt, nor is the
county guaranteeing any of this debt.
This is just a pass through to allow for
private entities to take advantage of the
low rate,” Mr. Sullivan explained.

During the public comment portion of
the meeting, Ms. Dickson asked what
impact the high foreclosure rate was hav-
ing on county finances. She said Eliza-
beth had 1,300 foreclosures in 2009;
Plainfield, 700; Hillside, 400; Linden,
400, and Union, 400. “And the actual rate
for the first half of 2010 is higher (than
2009). It’s accelerating, and most experts
don’t think we are going to hit the bottom
in this housing recovery for another six
months or a year,” she said.

Al Faella, director of the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal, said
the county’s foreclosure task force is
“working very closely with agencies that
we have funded grant dollars to provide,
in some cases, some adjustments and
accommodations to people to allow them
to stay in their homes.”

Ms. Dickson also asked how foreclo-
sures are impacting the county’s tax col-
lections. Mr. Caroselli said the county,
unlike towns, is “statutorily required to
receive 100 percent of our taxes” from
municipalities which collect the taxes.

“We have not experienced in the first
three quarters of tax collections any defi-
ciencies in receiving, nor any tardiness of
any of the towns,” Mr. Caroselli said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Merger

Mahr Talks About Redevelopment,
Taxes and Shared Services at Forum

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen Mahr
spent nearly two hours on Monday night
speaking with residents about property
taxes, downtown redevelopment and the
just-released shared services report.

At the start of the town hall-style meet-
ing at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
which was attended by about 75 residents
as well as four members of the borough
council, Police Chief Richard Trigo, Pub-
lic Works Director Clint Dixon and Fi-
nancial Officer Fred Tompkins — the
mayor said, “I know there’s a lot of an-
ger.” People “are struggling with the
economy and struggling with the reces-
sion,” she said.

She opened her 45-minute presenta-
tion with charts detailing the increase in
recent years in municipal property taxes
and factors behind those increases. Mrs.
Mahr said the “biggest driver” in in-
creased property taxes in Fanwood in the
past five years has been cuts in state aid.
The other large factor, she said, is statu-
tory expenses mandated by other levels
of government. She said the council, in its
annual budget deliberations, had direct
control over a relatively small portion of
the budget and the tax levy. Saying she
and her colleagues are “frustrated as all
hell,” the mayor chided what she called
the state government’s “money grabs” in
recent years.

She also pointed to next year’s state-
mandated 2-percent property-tax cap as
another burden for the governing body to
shoulder as it crafts the 2011 budget.
Given that there are certain budget items
not subject to the cap, Mrs. Mahr cau-
tioned residents: “Do not think your taxes
are going to go up [only] 2 percent next
year; it’s not going to happen.” And she
warned further that, since Trenton offi-
cials are not granting waivers to the cap
regulations, if the borough council can-
not meet the 2-percent ceiling, reductions
in borough services would be necessary.

Referring to borough expenditures, the
mayor said, “What we can control, we are

controlling,” pointing to several cost-sav-
ing measures in recent years, including
the recent takeover of police dispatch
services by Union County, as well as
personnel reductions several years ago in
the public works department.

Multiple residents spoke about taxes
paid to the board of education and the
county government, the latter being the
target of several residents who questioned
the need for what they felt was an unnec-
essarily expansive county operation.

Mayor Mahr touched briefly on the
shared services report, which will be dis-
cussed in greater detail at two public
forums in October and November. She
encouraged residents to read the 250-
page report in advance of the meetings,
and vowed, during the question-and-an-
swer portion of Monday’s meeting, that
public input would be an important part
of the process.

“We’re not about to make any deci-
sions in a vacuum,” Mayor Mahr said.
She also said that discussions need to
continue about establishing a joint library
on some level with Scotch Plains, al-
though she cautioned several residents
that the proposed multi-million joint li-
brary facility talked about earlier this
year “is gone; it’s not going to happen.”

The mayor also discussed the ongoing
redevelopment efforts along South Avenue
and displayed renderings of a new commer-
cial building to be built at the site of the
former Internet Café at South and Martine
Avenues. She noted that the driveway lead-
ing from the municipal parking lot to South
Avenue will be replaced by a public green
space, meaning that access to the lot will be
from Second Street or LaGrande Avenue.
The aim, she said, is to have a nearly
uninterrupted line of commercial buildings
along South Avenue between Martine Av-
enue and Second Street.

Mrs. Mahr defended the decision to
use multiple developers in the downtown
redevelopment, telling a resident that she
felt the borough would have inevitably
faced lawsuits and leaping legal fees had
a single developer been utilized.

Conducive to T-Mobile’s drive test-
ing, engineers erected a temporary
telescopic antenna at the swim club,
which they adjusted to “120 feet,
drove the roads, and then they brought
it down to 100 feet, and drove the
[same] roads,” Mr. Shidfar explained.
“At 100 feet, [the signal] really doesn’t
cover the gap to the south-southeast,”
he told the board.

Upon hearing Mr. Shidfar’s testi-
mony comparing the two different
tower heights, some of the residents
who came to comment at the meeting
said they were confused as to what
the intention of this hearing was re-
ally about. One such resident was
Neda Yarnall of Burns Way in
Fanwood.

“The discussion tonight, over an
hour, was about 100 feet versus 125
feet,” Ms. Yarnall stated. “There was
no discussion — which everyone is
here about — about no cell tower at
all. We don’t care about the 20 feet
extra.”

“Why did you only talk about that
20-feet difference?” Ms. Yarnall
asked Mr. Graiff, “and not talk to
[Mr. Shidfar]. Prove him wrong.”

Ms. Yarnall then said directly to
Mr. Shidfar, “Nobody likes you!”

“Please do not repeat that, it’s in-
appropriate,” board attorney Vincent
Loughlin told Ms. Yarnall, “We have
procedures. Please limit [your com-
ment] to a question, not personal at-
tacks.”

“We need to have a cell tower here
because there is a gap in service,” Mr.
Shidfar reinstated, in response to Ms.
Yarnell’s question. “There is a need
for a [tower] in this area; the discus-
sion was whether a 100, or a 125 feet
would be more appropriate.”

Mr. Graiff then went on to clarify
Mr. Shidfar’s explanation: “If there is
a preported gap, no matter how small
that would be, and the board deter-
mined that they should approve this
application, the next phase is ‘how
tall should this structure be?’ Be-
cause once that’s decided, you’re
going to get a cell tower. This is the
time to [discuss] that, because at least
the board will be educated with what
they’ve seen.”

The meeting went late into the
night, with 10 more residents coming
to the podium to comment, and at
least three more waiting to speak by
the time the board decided to adjourn
due to the time and continue the hear-
ing at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 20.

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/photos
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Cell Tower

membership in the Suburban Munici-
pal Joint Insurance Fund (JIF), which
provides local governments with li-
ability and non-health insurance cov-
erage. The resolution approved was
for a new three-year membership in
the JIF, which the township has been
part of since the mid-1990s.

With municipal elections 42 days
away, politics briefly reared its head
during the conference meeting prior
to the regular meeting when the five
members were discussing the JIF
resolution. Councilman Glover, who
is seeking re-election, asked for fur-
ther information including whether
bids from other JIFs had been solic-
ited. Mayor Malool criticized Mr.
Glover’s request for an “eleventh-
hour discussion” on a resolution set
to be voted on at the council’s regular
meeting an hour hence.

She said that if Mr. Glover had
“wanted specific information, he
should’ve asked for it” earlier than
that evening’s meeting, given that the
matter had been on the council’s dis-
cussion agenda since July. Referring
to local Democratic Party Chairman
Lou Beckerman, the mayor said Mr.
Glover was raising the JIF issue “six
weeks before Election Day when the
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Scotch Plains Council
Democratic chairman is an insurance
broker.”

Mr. Glover called the mayor’s re-
mark “mean-spirited,” and said he
had expected that the council would
have been provided with bids for
membership in the JIF. Mrs. Malool
said the prior renewal three years ago
had been supported by Mr. Glover
even though no bids had been re-
ceived then.

When Mayor Malool asked Mr.
Glover if he had discussed the JIF
membership resolution in advance
with Mr. Beckerman, Mr. Glover said
he had not, but then admitted he “did
discuss something on our agenda
dealing with insurance,” saying he
had done so because Mr. Beckerman
has expertise on the subject.

Township Manager Chris Marion
said that based on his own experience
working with the JIF and due to the
group’s track record as well as its ser-
vice to the township, he supported con-
tinuing the JIF membership. He told
the council that the township faced an
October 1 date to renew JIF member-
ship so that the group could begin
calculating its upcoming budget and
also set assessments for its member
towns.


