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Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WRESTLING THE WAVES TO SAVE LIVES...While off duty Sunday, Westfield Firefighter Louis N. Cerchio, III jumped
into 10-foot-high breakers, swam out and saved a 10-year-old child and the child’s mother from being swept out to sea in
Point Pleasant. The well-conditioned Scotch Plains resident and SP-F High School graduate is noted for his athletic prowess
statewide in high school wrestling, and as a Division I All-American wrestler for Seton Hall University. See story on this page.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN STRATEGY...Scotch Plains Republican candidates for township
council, from left to right, Sal Trifiro, Tony Patti and Bo Vastine, discuss their
campaign with Times editor Paul Peyton. See story on page 10.

Consultant: Merging SP, FW PDs
And DPWs Would Save $1.5 Mil.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A consult-
ant has recommended “a new and
significantly higher level of shared
services” between Scotch Plains and
Fanwood that includes merging the
two communities’ police departments
and public works departments and
moving the Fanwood municipal court
to the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing and relocating the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department to the
Fanwood Borough Hall.

The 250-page report by Jersey Pro-
fessional Management (JPM), the

Cranford-based consultant that
shepherded last year’s deliberations
by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Shared
Services Study Committee, was pro-
vided to the two towns’ governing
bodies earlier this year, but just re-
leased to the public earlier this month.

It was produced after a series of
public meetings, as well as extensive
examinations of all municipal de-
partments in both towns, including
their functions, personnel and bud-
get, as well as facilities, including
town hall buildings and public works
facilities.

The report notes that the “very,

very significant fact” that the two
towns share a school system “sets the
stage for many other cooperative ef-
forts.” The recommendation to share
police and public works departments
was made, according to the report,
because they are the two largest de-
partments in both towns and the po-
tential for savings are “significant.”
JPM estimates about $1 million in
savings from a shared police depart-
ment and about $500,000 from a
shared public works operation.

In an effort to avoid having one or
the other town feel “as if they are
dependent on the other town,” the
report says an effort was made to
ensure that each town be both a “re-
ceiver” and a “provider” of shared
services. To that end, Scotch Plains
would become the lead agency for
the new shared police department
and would hire and employ the shared
police chief, who would report to the
Scotch Plains municipal manager.

Fanwood would continue to have a
patrol division based out of a smaller
Fanwood police station. Similarly,
Fanwood would serve as lead agency
for public works services and hire
and employ the shared director, who
would report to the Fanwood bor-
ough administrator. Scotch Plains
would continue to have some public
works employees. The report does
say that these two moves would re-
sult in a net reduction in personnel in
both departments.

The report also urges the establish-
ment of a shared municipal court,
with Fanwood’s court being moved
to Scotch Plains Municipal Court and
using space currently occupied by
the township’s recreation department,
which would be relocated to offices
in Fanwood’s municipal building.

JPM’s report says it “seriously con-
sidered” recommending an outright
merger between Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, but opted not to do so for
several reasons, including its feeling
that such a move “raises so many

Zoning Board Continues
T-Mobile Cell Tower Hearing

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment continued its hearings on T-
Mobile’s plans to build two new cell
phone towers within the township’s
borders, with one tower being lo-
cated at the Willow Grove Swim Club
next to McGinn Elementary School.

Last Wednesday’s meeting was
packed with concerned residents —
many of them parents of McGinn
students of both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, who voiced their opposi-
tion to the tower.

T-Mobile, represented by attorney
John R. Edwards, Jr. of the law firm
of Price, Meese Shulman and
D’Arminio, P.C., called radio fre-
quency engineer Ben Shidfar of
Franklin Lakes to testify on behalf of
T-Mobile.

Mr. Shidfar brought multiple maps
detailing both T-Mobile’s current and
expected coverage strength in differ-
ent parts of Scotch Plains and sur-
rounding towns in regards to the place-
ment of existing and proposed cell
phone towers. The township hired its
own radio frequency consulting en-

gineer, Ronald Graiff of New
Fairfield, Conn., to explain Mr.
Shidfar’s data to board members who
were unfamiliar with the subject.

“We have identified this particular
area in Scotch Plains as a coverage
gap for T-Mobile service,” Mr. Shidfar
explained, gesturing to a strip of land
along the Martine Avenue corridor
stretching from LaGrande Avenue in
Fanwood to the north to the
Shackamaxon Golf Course to the
south. “If you have a gap in service,
you’re not able to take a call, place a
call or maintain a call,” he said.

The gaps in service were deter-
mined by T-Mobile, according to Mr.
Shidfar, by utilizing both “calculated
methods, prediction tools [and] com-
puter-generated methods,” as well as
annual “drive testing” in which T-
Mobile “hires companies who actu-
ally go out there and drive a particu-
lar area,” making calls, noting the
signal strength and logging the coor-
dinates, which is then used to gener-
ate an accurate map of where exactly
the cell phone signal is strongest,
where it is weakest, and where the
signal does not reach at all.

Thomas Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING TO THE POINT...During Wednesday’s zoning board meeting, Scotch
Plains resident Neda Yarnall said, “The discussion tonight, over an hour, was
about 100 feet versus 125 feet. There was no discussion – which everyone is here
about – about no cell tower at all.”

Long-Time Township Clerk
Barbara Riepe to Retire Nov. 1

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Clerk Barbara Riepe confirmed this
week that she will be retiring effec-
tive November 1, wrapping up a 52-
year career working for the munici-
pal government, the last 23 years
heading the clerk’s office. Mayor
Nancy Malool told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the township
council, which is responsible for nam-
ing a successor, is starting to inter-
view candidates to replace Mrs.
Riepe. The position is one of the few
in municipal government — besides,
among others, township manager,
township attorney and municipal

judge — subject to appointment by
the governing body and not the man-
ager.

Mrs. Riepe’s comment to The Times
came prior to the council’s confer-
ence and regular meetings on Tues-
day evening, during which
the council introduced an
ordinance that somewhat
loosens regulations on ga-
rages and another that adds
what Deputy Mayor
Dominick Bratti called
enforcement “teeth” to
existing ordinances regard-
ing recycling.

The first ordinance
would allow homeowners
with two-car garages to
convert half of that garage
space to living space.
When the council dis-
cussed the matter during the summer,
Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta said
there are situations in which a home-
owner wants to expand the amount of
living space to accommodate a grow-
ing family or an elderly family mem-
ber, but cannot afford to have an
addition added to his or her house. In
recent years, there have been several
such applications before the local
land-use boards to convert portions
of garage space into bedrooms or
specially-equipped bathrooms.

The second ordinance modifies

township recycling rules to bring them
into line with various state and county-
mandated recycling standards. Mr.
Bratti said homeowners will see no
changes to recycling procedures. Both
ordinances will be voted on at the

council’s Tuesday, Octo-
ber 5 meeting.

The council also ap-
proved, by a 4-1 vote, an
increase in towing fees that
can be charged for what
Councilman Jeff Strauss
called “involuntary tows,”
meaning situations in
which a driver surrenders
his vehicle due, for in-
stance, to an arrest for driv-
ing while intoxicated. He
said the police department
had requested the fee in-
crease, which is re-set pe-

riodically. Councilman Kevin Glover
voted against the fee hike, saying it
provided no benefit to the township
and could lead to an increase in the
number of impounded cars in the
township’s possession. He said sell-
ing these cars at public auction has
been difficult in recent years, causing
storage fees incurred by the munici-
pal government to mount.

The council also passed — by a 4-
1 vote, with Mr. Glover voting no —
a resolution renewing the township’s

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Firefighter Saves
Mom and Son From Surf
By BENJAMIN B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – An off-duty
Westfield firefighter and Scotch
Plains resident rescued a 10-year-old
child and the child’s mother Sunday
in Point Pleasant.

Firefighter Louis N. Cerchio, 3rd,
37, was with his wife and two chil-
dren at the beach, where he had once
been a lifeguard, when the incident
occurred. At around 12:25 p.m., he
overheard a woman saying, “They
are in trouble; they need help.”

The woman was talking about the
mother and child, who had been swept
out into the ocean. According to a
published report, Raechel Fisher, 31,
of Gloversville, N.Y. and her son,
Zack, had gone to the water’s edge so
the boy could wash the sand off his
feet, but were quickly engulfed by
strong waves.

Mr. Cerchio, a former athlete,
teacher and coach, raced to the ocean,
tossing his cell phone in the sand
before entering the water. His wife,
Lisa, 32, retrieved it and called 9-1-1.

Point Pleasant Police Chief Kevin
R. O’Hara told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “A 10-year-old was
playing by the water when a wave
came and washed him out into the
ocean. Then his mother went in after
him. Both were then swept further
into the ocean. Mr. Cerchio was the
first on scene and went right out to
help the mother and son.”

After reaching the victims, Mr.
Cerchio tried to talk to the mother
and child, but they were in shock. The
boy finally spoke and stated that he
could swim, but his mother could
not. With this information, Mr.
Cerchio said, “Everything will be
okay. We will use the waves to help us

get in.”
As the trio struggled to get to shore,

two waiters from a boardwalk tiki bar
took boogie boards from a display at
the establishment and rushed to the
water to help pull the victims onto the
beach.

Finally, after battling the heavy
surf brought on by Hurricane Igor,
Mr. Cerchio got the mother and son
to the shore. Mr. Cerchio stated,
“Once we got to shore and I knew we
were safe, I just collapsed on the
beach, exhausted.”

After catching his breath, Mr.
Cerchio got up and was greeted with
hugs and cheers from onlookers who
had watched the 12-minute rescue
unfold.

In a fortuitous twist of fate, Mr.
Cerchio said his wife had originally
suggested going to Belmar that day,
but they went to Point Pleasant in-
stead because a surf tournament was
being held in Belmar.

A Division I All-American wres-
tler at Seton Hall University, Mr.
Cerchio also wrestled as a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and later served as an assistant coach
there. He additionally started an in-
termediate wrestling program at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield and also was a member of
the coaching staff at David Brearley
High School in Kenilworth.

Chief O’Hara said, “My depart-
ment, the Point Pleasant First Aid
squad and dive team responded, but
thank God, they were not needed.”

* * * * * * *
For more information, we recom-

mend reading the fine story by Nic
Corbett of The Star-Ledger, published
September 22, 2010, that also ap-
pears on NJ.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Jonathan O’Hea for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN MODE…The Fanwood Democratic Committee held a fundraiser
September 12 at the home of Mayor Colleen Mahr for council candidates.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Asw. Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood), Mayor
Mahr, council candidate Kevin Boris and his wife, Jessica, Councilwoman and
candidate for re-election, Kathy Mitchell, and Council President Russell Huegel.
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Barbara Riepe in 1997
with 40 years service
with the township.


