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Westfield Art Association
Gets Back Into Full Swing

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Back in July, the
Westfield Art Association (WAA)
celebrated 89 years of bringing art
to the Westfield community.

The organization will get into full
swing on Sunday, September 26,
when it holds its first meeting of the
2010-2011 sea-
son.

At the helm will
be a new slate of
officers that in-
cludes Brooke
Gardiner of
Moun ta ins ide ,
president; Sheilia
Lenga, of Union,
vice-president;
Toby Meyers of
Union, secretary,
and Mary Ann
Iannitto of South
Plainfield, trea-
surer.

“WAA started
in 1921, and we
want to give it ev-
ery chance to con-
tinue its glorious
past into the fu-
ture,” reported Mr. Gardiner.

“We are planning on doing some
cooperative programs with the Con-
temporary Art Group that meets at
the Watchung Arts Center,” he added.

Danielle Mick
(danniellemick.com), an accom-
plished artist and past president of
Millburn-Short Hills Art Associa-
tion, will be the guest demonstra-
tor at the September 26 meeting,
held in the Westfield Community
Room  in the Westfield Municipal
Complex on Broad Street in
Westfield.

Ms. Mick, who has worked in
many media, studied at the Art Stu-
dents League in New York, The Na-
tional Academy of Fine Arts, The
New School of Parsons and The
Chicago Institute of Art. She will
give a demonstration of her acrylic-
painting technique.

Two additional meetings are sched-
uled for the remainder of the year.

On Sunday, October 24, Paul
Casale, a well-known artist and
member of WAA, will create a por-
trait of a model that he will supply.

On December 5, multi-media art-
ist and art instructor Anne Kullaf, an
instructor at Somerset Art Center
and The Visual Arts Center in Sum-
mit, will be the guest demonstrator.

WAA meetings,
which are free and
open to the pub-
lic, begin at 2 p.m.
and are held in the
C o m m u n i t y
Room. Parking is
behind the build-
ing, in the park and
on East Broad
Street. The com-
munity room has
a ramp for the dis-
abled.

Also in the plan-
ning stage are an
art show, artistic
demonstrations
and activities such
as artist speakers,
a sidewalk art
show and a “Paint-
ing Westfield”

event.
Mr. Gardiner would like to reach

out to all area artists.
“Since we have not been active in

the past few years, we may have new
artists in Westfield [and surrounding
communities] who we have not
contacted….The more the merrier.
Any adult is welcome to join,” he said.

The WAA is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Membership dues for the 2010-2111
season will remain at $20 for a single
membership and $25 for families.

“We are heartened that more than
70 people have paid their dues for
the year, and we expect that many
more will join our happy ranks as
they find out what we have to offer,”
Mr. Gardiner said.

Dues can be sent to the treasurer
at the Art Association, P. O. Box
874, Westfield, N.J. 07090. More
information about the WAA can be
found online at
westfieldartassoc.org.
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or visit our ticket outlets
The Town Bookstore in Westfield

Martin Jewelers in Cranford
www.westfieldsymphony.org

Saturday, Sept. 25, 2010 at 8pm
The Presbyterian Church

in Westfield, NJ

Mascagni  
CAVALLERIA RUSTICANA
Leoncavallo I PAGLIACCI

featuring international guest soloists 
and Summit Chorale

The Joseph DeAlessandro Memorial Opera Concert

TICKETS  $25 to $70
Students K-12 $10 

CALL 908.232.9400

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Artist Allows One To See
More Than Eyes Allow

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
resident Marilyn Espinoza’s relation-
ship with photography came about in
the traditional way.

“I just enjoy taking photos,” she said.
A group of photographs, created by

this self-educated now-professional
photographer, entitled “Beautiful
Sights,” is currently on exhibit at the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs on Pearl Street in Eliza-
beth.

As her work attests, Ms. Espinoza
has taught herself well. Her photo-
graphs are delicate, yet make bold state-
ments.

“Peeking Through Driftwood,”
which placed first in the nonprofes-
sional category in the 2009 Union
County Senior Arts Exhibit, is one ex-
ample of this artistic dichotomy.

The piece, which measures 19-by-
23 inches, is positioned as a photo-
graph-within-a photograph, as a small
distant mountain is framed by drift-
wood.

The effect is such that the mountain,
which is the larger element, is in actu-
ality dwarfed by the smaller entity.

Another photograph utilizing moun-
tains as a focal point is “Mt. Shukshan,
WA with Ripples.” Here, the

snowcapped mountain is visible in du-
plicate, as it is reflected in a body of
water below it.

As the viewer gazes at the photo-
graph, it is evident that there is a form
of competition at hand, between the
real mountain and its reflection.

Clearly, the mountain is vying for its
own identity and reminds us that at
times, there is not much that separates
the genuine from the imposter.

Sunrises and sunsets are Ms.
Espinoza’s favorite photographic sub-
jects.

“I consider them daily gifts from
God,” she stated.

Her “Sunset Seagull at Ocean City
MD” expresses this relationship. In it,
a single seagull in shadow is juxta-
posed against a distant sunset reflect-
ing on water.

Ms. Espinoza captures an exquisite
interplay of light and shadow that
prompts onlookers to remember that,
once again, life consists of more than
the eye can see.

Ms. Espinoza’s “Beautiful Sights”
exhibit will be at the Pearl Street Gal-
lery until September 30. The gallery is
located at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth.
Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays. Free on-site parking is avail-
able.

To learn more, call (908) 558- 2550
or visit beautifulsights.biz.

“Peeking into Driftwood”

“Lone Cabin”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL ABOARD...Train, the popular Grammy-winning rock band from San Francisco, wowed an estimated 25,000 fans
on Saturday, September 11, at Union County Musicfest. The festival, held at the Oak Ridge Park in Clark, hosted tents
with games of chance, skill, and food and drink. Above is Patrick Monahan, lead vocalist. Guitarist Jimmy Stafford
appears at upper right, with both men appearing together at lower right. The two most famous hits by Train are “Calling
all Angels” and their latest, “Hey, Soul Sister,” their most successful single to date, which has been charted in the top
three on Billboard’s Hot 100 and has reached the top 10 slots in other countries worldwide.  Monahan puts on a one-
man-show with his gyrations and physicality. People lucky enough to have a front row spot in the crushing crowd waited
hours for their coveted space. One woman, in her mid-40s, who sang along to every song the band played, said she waited
10 hours to be in the front. “I have the sunburn to prove it,” she said.

An interactive installation made
with recycled plastic water bottles
(at MusicFest 2010)


