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2010-2011 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES  �  31st SEASON  �  MAPLEWOOD  �  WESTFIELD

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the first concert of its 31st Season on

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2010
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
ARNAUD SUSSMAN, violin

CYNTHIA PHELPS, viola
RON THOMAS, cello

— PROGRAM —
GLAZUNOV:

“Novelettes” for String Quartet
ARENSKY:

Quartet for Violin, Viola and Two Cellos
GLAZUNOV:

String Quintet for Two Violins, Viola and Two Cellos

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.

Admission: $25, Seniors – $22, Students 10-21 – Free

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

WSO Opens Season
With Cavalleria /I Pagliacci
WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Sep-

tember 25, at 8 p.m., at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will
present Cavalleria Rusticana/I
Pagliacci, a double bill of soaring
tales of passion, betrayal and sacri-
fice, featuring a host of renowned
international soloists.

“We are kicking off the season
with a truly grand evening of opera,”
explained WSO Music Director David
Wroe. “These two highly accessible
and realistic works come together to
provide the audience with two tem-
pestuous love affairs, tales of earthy
treachery and tragedy, and a fantastic
night of passion.”

Cavalleria Rusticana is a razor-
sharp thriller with a rich melodic
score that made composer Pietro
Mascagni famous overnight. Set in a
remote Sicilian village on Easter day,
this hapless tale of conflict between
love and honor, justice and violence,
with its bold confrontational scenes
at the same time, contains the serene
romantic bliss Mascagni’s famous
“Intermezzo.”

Pagliacci is a music drama of in-
tense passions in the lives of a troupe
of Commedia dell’Arte players that
explodes in mid-performance into a
horrifying double murder.

The vivid musical play-within-a-
play begins innocently, as simple
farce, but becomes an ominous series
of threatening encounters that end in
tragedy. It contains the aria “Vesti la
giubba,” made famous by Caruso, in
which betrayed clown Canio must
laugh through his tears.

Maestro Wroe blends international
soloists of the first magnitude to bring
these two great operas to life.

Argentinian-American soprano Fa-
biana Bravo, who performs regularly
with both the Metropolitan Opera

and N.Y. City Opera, stars as the
scheming Santuzza in Cavalleria
Rusticana. Leoncavallo’s clown is
played by internationally acclaimed
tenor

Todd Geer, who has taken leading
roles with San Francisco Opera and
other major Opera Houses through-
out the United States, Europe and
Asia, will sing Turiddu in Cavalleria
Rusticana.

New York City Opera’s and Met-
ropolitan Opera’s Andrew Oakden
is Tonio in Pagliacci and Alfio in
Cavalleria Rusticana. Renowned
soprano and international prize-
winner Asako Tamura is Nedda,
and acclaimed young baritone
Daniel Lee, who recently joined
the Metropolitan Opera roster,
sings Silvio.

Supporting the internationally cel-
ebrated soloists is Summit Chorale,
one of New Jersey’s oldest active
community choral organizations, di-
rected by Artistic Director Thomas S.
Juneau.

The performance has been made
possible in part by the generous sup-
port of the family of the late Joseph
DeAlessandro of Westfield. A short
lecture and pre-opera chat, designed
to make one’s opera experience more
enjoyable, will be conducted at the
church by  Barbara Thomson prior to
the concert at 7 p.m.

Tickets, priced between  $25 and
$70, may be purchased directly from
the WSO office, located at 224 East
Broad Street, or by calling the box
office at (908) 232-9400. Tickets are
also available at The Town Bookstore
of Westfield and Martin Jewelers in
Cranford.

For further information, call (908)
232 9400, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go
to westfieldsymphony.org.

Bernstein’s Daughter To Take
Part in PF Symphony Opener

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD — Orchestras always
seek to make their season-opening con-
certs special and memorable, and this
idea often involves an element that is
out of the ordinary.

To open the 2010-2011 subscription
season, the Plainfield Symphony will
feature Jamie Bernstein, the daughter
of the late composer and conductor
Leonard Bernstein, in a program that
pays tribute to his “Young People’s
Concerts” with the New York Philhar-
monic, where he served as music direc-
tor from 1958 to 1969.

Plainfield Symphony Music Direc-
tor Charles Prince will conduct “Mas-
ter Class with Jamie Bernstein” on
September 25 at 7 p.m. at Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church.

The evening combines music and
lecture in a setting that will allow the
audience to learn more about Bernstein,
Aaron Copland and Charles Ives and,
specifically, how they borrowed musi-
cal and compositional ideas from each
other and earlier American composers.

“My whole approach to these con-
certs is to make everybody feel like
they’re having fun. ‘Fun’ is a word that
my father used a lot, and he didn’t use
it lightly. I don’t think he made the
distinction between ‘fun’ and ‘work’
because he was one of those lucky
people who loved his work,” Ms.
Bernstein said.

She describes Leonard Bernstein’s
approach to fun as immersing himself
in music, finding the details that ex-
cited him, and then sharing his excite-
ment with others. Ms. Bernstein tries to
do the same for her audiences.

“I want people to think that classical
music is like a vitamin they need to
make their lives more worthy. I hope
they think of music as something won-
derful that will make them feel great,”
she said.

Her discussion of a piece, or a sec-
tion of the piece, prior to the orchestra’s

performance is part of the basic format
for these concerts, which she has pre-
sented for numerous symphony audi-
ences, including family concerts and
regular subscription concerts.

For this concert, she and Mr. Prince
chose the music together based on the
idea of composers borrowing from one
other. The program includes Bernstein’s
“On the Waterfront” Suite, excerpts
from Copland’s “Billy the Kid” Suite
and Ives’ Symphony No. 2.

Mr. Prince did not want to divulge
too many specifics about the concert, to
avoid spoiling the fun, but said it would
be interactive and audience-friendly.

“It’ll enhance [people’s] concert ex-
perience, and I hope they realize that
concerts can be fun, informative, inter-

esting and a little bit different. There
might even be more of these types of
concerts in the future,” he said.

Thanks to family friendships – Mr.
Prince’s father, theater producer Harold
Prince, was one of the original produc-
ers of Mr. Bernstein’s musical West
Side Story – Mr. Prince and Ms.
Bernstein have known each other since
childhood and have been collaborating
for years.

“There’s no better person in the world
to get an audience more involved and
interested in any music than my dearest
friend Jamie,” Mr. Prince said.

Admission for the concert is $25.
For more information, visit
plainfieldsymphony.org or call (908)
561-5140.

The Westfield Symphony Orchestra,
including its esteemed violinists, are
preparing for the upcoming season,
which begins on September 25.

SP Library Showcases
Work of Picard

SCOTCH PLAINS – The public is
invited to view an exhibition of art-
work by Marjorie Cliff Picard, start-
ing today, September 16, downstairs
at the Scotch Plains Public Library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. The
show runs until the end of the month.

Ms. Picard has been a Scotch Plains
resident for 33 years. She has studied
art  the the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey in Summit for approximately
12 years. She took classes, off and on,
through college and during her stint as
mom to  he son Bill, 33, and daughter,
Debbie, 31. She began to foocus on art
more seriously after graduating from
nursing school in 1997.

Her collection of artwork consists
of landscapes in oil, portraits in pas-
tel and oil, and photographs. She
won a blue ribbon at the Union
County Senior Art Show for one of
her pastels several years ago. Her
landscapes and photos reflect her
love of nature which developed dur-
ing her childhood in Chatham.

A reception will be held on Mon-
day evening, September 20, from 7
to 8:30 p.m. There will be refresh-
ments and music provided by a string
ensemble associated with the New
Jersey Workshop of the Arts, which
includes Ms. Picard on the viola. All
are welcome at the reception.

‘Poetry Vaudeville’ in FW
To Feature Weil, Sept. 21

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series will return from its sum-
mer hiatus on Tuesday, September 21,
with a presentation of “Poetry Vaude-
ville,” featuring Joe Weil in an evening
of poetry, music, surprise cameos and a
bit of the old soft shoe.

The free performance will begin
promptly at 8 p.m. in the Patricia Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall.

Mr. Weil grew up in Elizabeth and
was described by The New York Times
as personifying that town: “working-
class, irreverent, modest, but open to
the world and filled with a wealth of
possibilities.”

Mr. Weil, known for his humor,
storytelling and eloquence, currently
lives in Vestal, N.Y., and teaches po-
etry and fiction in the creative-writ-
ing program at Binghamton Univer-
sity (SUNY).

He is a Geraldine R. Dodge Founda-
tion Poet, has appeared on “Fooling
with Words” with Bill Moyers on PBS-
TV and has published several books of
poetry, including “What Remains,”
“Painting the Christmas Trees,” and
“The Plumber’s Apprentice.”

His poems have been published in
numerous journals and anthologies, in-
cluding Paterson Literary Review, Poet
Lore, Ploughshares, Rattle and The
New York Times.

The September 21 reading is free.
An open mic will follow the featured
performance.

For more information, call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298. For online
directions and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

Men’s Glee Club Chooses
WF Woman as Conductor

Westfield’s Candace Wicke

MAPLEWOOD – For 65 years the
Maplewood Glee Club has been per-
forming choral music for audiences in
New Jersey. It is one of the oldest
continuing music groups in the state
and has been led by a series of 12
conductors, all male.

However, the glee club will have a
new look in 2010-
11. After a national
search for a new
director to succeed
Matthew Russell,
who has left the
state to pursue a
doctorate in music
at Ohio State Uni-
versity, the club has
chosen Candace
Wicke, a resident of
Westfield with a
distinguished back-
ground in conduct-
ing both instrumen-
tal and choral
groups.

Ms. Wicke was
selected from a
field of more than
20 applicants for
the position. In an-
nouncing her ap-
pointment, Glee
Club President Erik Solberg noted
that her wide experience and evident
love of conducting placed her above
all the other candidates.

“Her feeling for choral music came
across the moment our interview
started,” he said. “We love music and
did not think we needed to be in-

spired further, but Dr. Wicke’s enthu-
siasm was infectious and exciting.
Our members are all looking forward
to the first rehearsal in the fall.”

Ms. Wicke received her under-
graduate degree in music from Evan-
gel University, her Masters and Doc-
torate in Conducting from the Uni-

versity of Miami.
She is the found-
ing director of the
Continuo Arts
Foundation in
Westfield and has
conducted fre-
quently at
Carnegie Hall.

Her international
experience includes
conducting pro-
grams at St. Peter’s
Square in Rome, at
Sacre Coeur and
Notre Dame in
Paris, and in Taipei.

Members of the
Glee Club reside in
a number of com-
munities within
New Jersey. The
club welcomes new
members.

The prerequisite,
Mr. Solberg noted, is simple; members
should receive enjoyment from sing-
ing and good fellowship. Rehearsals
take place on Monday evenings at the
DeHart Center in Maplewood from
7:45 to 9:45 p.m.
Maplewoodgleeclub.org features ad-
ditional information.One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Artsy without being too schmartsy,
director Anton Corbijn’s The Ameri-
can should please those viewers who
don’t mind their movies veering off
the main line from time to time.
Though there’s no way of grasping
all the secret ponderings that spirit
this tale of derring-do, trying to make
heads or tails of things certainly
commands our attention.

Combining a respect for intrigue
rarely seen since the brooding age of
film noir with a style reminiscent of
the experimentalism Michelangelo
Antonioni unleashed in Blow-Up
(1966), Corbijn dusts off some great
old cues. And none of it is lost on
George Clooney as the alternately
cold-blooded and melancholic hit
man at the center of the tale.

Clooney hops right aboard in a
fine, studied performance. He is Jack,
or maybe Edward. “Is that really
your name?” asks Clara (Violante
Placido), the prostitute he’s been
keeping company with while trying
to sort out the mechanics of an as-
signment in the hauntingly pictur-
esque village of Castel del Monte,
Italy. There are essentially two plots.

First, there’s the one concerning
Jack’s latest job, “a custom fit” as
it’s called by his boss, Pavel (Johan
Leysen), a weird power player al-
most always shown in half shadows.

But while it’ll surely be a while, if
ever, before we can comprehend all
this clandestine stuff, there are other
fish to fry, like witnessing the turn-
ing point in a provocateur’s life.

Corbijn slyly gives us partial dis-
pensation from feeling guilty about
identifying with an assassin by paint-
ing everyone else a bit more darkly.
No one escapes suspicion. Not even
Father Benedetto, the old town priest
who takes a nosy if not altruistic
interest in Jack. If there’s a meta-
phor here, it doesn’t speak very be-
nevolently of mankind.

But that doesn’t necessarily re-
flect on the power of the human
spirit, which is alive and well in The
American, as are dreams and the
rationalizations necessary to stav-
ing off inevitable truths. Of course,
this might mean breaking rules, like
getting personally involved while

The American:
A Different Yearning to be Free

on the clock. The cryptic Pavel re-
minds Jack that he once knew that
rule.

We speculate if this will prove a
tragic flaw, or if the filmmaker is
just throwing us off the track with
one of many slick curves. The thing
is, what track? We know so few
things for certain. Nevertheless, per-
haps like our title protagonist, we
can only hope there is an epiphany
forthcoming…that some sense and
vindication will come of our indul-
gence.

Director Corbijn serves up an el-
emental landscape of ideas draped
in a meticulous tapestry of chess
moves, where survival is chided and
challenged by love, sex and death.
Making the gambit all the more con-
founding, if a grand plan exists in all
this cloak-and-dagger turbulence, it
is elusive. A couple steamy scenes
are tossed in for good measure.

Doing a neo-Steve McQueen,
Clooney’s quiet character study is
among the most artful he’s ever ven-
tured. It makes the film. Uttering
only a pungent smattering of care-
fully exacted lines, he does more
with an arched eyebrow, a thin smile,
a weak grimace and a pounding fist
than one thought possible. He is that
rare mix of movie star and thespian.

The awesome Castel del Monte
backdrop offers Clooney a perfect
stage for Jack’s ruminations. A ma-
jestic, labyrinthine complement to
his quandary at this crucible in time,
it is both breathtaking and poeti-
cally analogous. Paulo Bonacelli’s
town priest injects a philosophical
question mark, albeit with a homey
touch, as the uncertain catalyst.

But this isn’t for everyone. Those
who prefer meat ‘n’ potato heartiness
at the Bijou may deem this fine bit of
pâté a bit esoteric and derivative. On
the other hand, both budding cineastes
in search of revelation and veteran
filmgoers who welcome an occasional
testing of the gray matter should find
The American’s foreign influence re-
warding.

* * *
The American, rated R, is a Focus

Features release directed by Anton
Corbijn and stars George Clooney,
Violante Placido and Thekla Reuten.
Running time: 105 minutes

Roselle Art Assoc.
Members Exhibit

ELIZABETH – The Union
County Freeholders will present an
exhibit of creations by the mem-
bers of the Roselle Art Association.

The artworks of various medi-
ums are available for viewing at the
Freeholders Gallery, located on the
sixth floor of the Union County
Administration Building,
Elizabethtown Plaza in  Elizabeth.
The exhibit will run through Octo-
ber 4. Gallery hours are  Monday to
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Taking part in the exhibit are
Roselle Art Association member
artists, from Elizabeth, Susan
Farkas, Jane Hasson, and Marilyn
Savidge; Kenilworth, Rita Iannarilli
and  Carolyn Rohal; Linden, Beth
Simonelli; Roselle, Nettie Bizelia,
Dot Chorazak, Barbara Dixon, and
Sylvia Weidemann; Scotch Plains,
Sonia Ash; Union, Carol Norman
and Anne Szabo; Westfield, Eliza-
beth Sturges and Victor Mankowski.

The Roselle Art Association
meets every Tuesday morning from
10 a.m. until noon at the Amalfe
Community Center, located at 1268
Shaffer Avenue in Roselle. Mem-
bers are senior citizens interested
in creating artwork in the company
of other like-minded individuals.
Artists bring their own art supplies
and draw or paint with oil, acrylics,
pastels or watercolor.

Members are encouraged to bring
their own still-life set-up or photo-
graphs. On occasion, Laura Brown
of Westfield, a fine-arts instructor
at the Arts Guild of New Jersey,
donates her time and technical ad-
vice to artists who request a cri-
tique. For more information, con-
tact Sylvia Weidemann, president,
at (908) 241-8998.

Jamie

Bernstein


