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Cranford Cougars’ ‘Big-O’ Option Rips Apart A. L. Johnson Crusader Footballers, 43-20
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougars Return Six Starters in Girls Tennis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

four PATs and a 36-yard field goal.
“It’s tough to see that happen, be-

cause I know, especially everybody
sitting in the stands, it is like, ‘Oh no!
Here we go again!’ But we knew we
had plenty of game left, and we knew
we could get the job done,” Papandrea
said of the fumble.

The tide began to flow even more
in the Cougars’ direction when de-
fensive lineman Tim Handy deliv-
ered a hit on a Crusader receiver Tim
Lisowski and pounced on the loose

ball at the ALJ 27. Four plays later,
Avent barreled through the middle
for his 21-yard TD to make the score
13-7 at the end of the first quarter.

“We have been working on a new
thing all year called bending with the
new defense we have. I saw the center
pull. When I saw that ball go on the
ground, my eyes got bigger than
they’ve ever been in my life. I wanted
that ball,” Handy said.

With 7:01 left in the half, Gaeta
split the uprights with his 36-yard

field goal. Two minutes later, Trotter
took a different route and cut through
the middle for a 71-yard TD sprint.

“Our linemen blocked incredibly
well. I wouldn’t have been any-
where without them. We are just
trying to pound it down teams’
throats, play offense and win games.
I have been here since I was a sopho-
more, and we have been losing all
these games. It’s time that we win.
The seniors blocked great. I saw a
huge whole, and I went through it,”

Trotter explained.
Linebacker JT Vicci recovered a

Crusader fumble on the ALJ 15 to
set up the next score. Four plays
later, with 1:32 left in the half,
Papandrea slipped in from the one to
make the score, 29-7. In a span of 40
seconds, the Crusaders went to the
air six times, covering 65 yards, and
scored when Urbanovich hit wide
receiver PJ Franciotti with a 25-yard
TD pass.

“Last year when we went into the
locker room, we were up by two
touchdowns. It was the same exact
thing tonight. We knew that we
couldn’t let this happen again. We
turned the ball over early, but then
our defense made a big play. That is
the thing that is different about this
team. When we need to make a big
play, we make it,” Papandrea said.

And more big plays came in the
third quarter when Trotter made an
interception at the Cougar 22, then
after ALJ recovered a Cranford
fumble on the 10-yard line, defensive

back Eric Garguilo intercepted on
the five-yard line. On the first offen-
sive play, Avent made his best run of
the evening, shedding several tackles
and rumbling for 38 yards to the
Cranford 43. Six plays later,
Papandrea curled 39 yards on a keeper
for the TD.

“They called me Adrian Peterson,”
chuckled Avent. “It was the best run
I ever had.”

The Crusaders answered with a
five-play, 65-yard TD drive when
Urbanovich connected with wide re-
ceiver Mike Pace for 23 yards. Cou-
gar defensive lineman Bobby Anstatt
blocked the PAT. The Cougars added
the final TD midway through the
fourth quarter when Avent galloped
18 yards into the end zone.

“It was the entire offense and the
entire defense. We practiced hard all
week. Everybody did his job tonight.
We stepped it up. Our blocking al-
lowed these guys to score as much as
they did,” Handy said. “Without us,
they can’t score, and without them,

we have no reason to block.”
“All I have to do is thank my whole

line for blocking. Ingenious coach-
ing! Without that coaching from coach
Rosenmeier, I don’t think I could
have put any points up today,” Avent
said. “I’m lucky I have a great center
like Handy. He always tells me, ‘watch
the nose guard! He’s going to pull.’ I
just read it and I run. They blew us out
my sophomore year, and we gave it
up my junior year. This year, it feels
excellent.”

“We have weapons, and we are not
afraid to go to whoever we need to go
to, as far as moving the ball,”
Papandrea said. “It’s not like I need
the ball. It’s not like Sean needs the
ball or Tyrone. When it’s a collabora-
tive effort, we are happy blocking for
each other. Going down the field and
scoring points! That’s what it’s all
about. We have five great guys up
front. We have Tyrone leading me
through holes. It’s everybody!”
Cranford 13 16   7   7 43
A.L. Johnson   7   7   6   0 20

Dzunova has been very impressive
in pre-season and coach Melleno ac-
knowledged, “Last year, I think it
was kind of all new to her. She came
into the program. She got the third
singles spot. As the season went on,
you could see how strong she was.
That’s what happened this year. She
came in ready to play and took over
first singles. She’s a very strong
player. She hits the ball very hard.
She’s going to be a force for four
years here at Cranford High School.”

Last year, while playing the cream
of the crop at first singles Brown,
now a four-year varsity player, fin-
ished with a 13-10 record. As a senior
co-captain, she should be very effec-
tive at second singles. Berry, a three-
year varsity player, finished 12-9 at
second singles. She should also reap
in quite a few more wins at third
singles.

“Maggie is a good [No.] 2 player.

She’s very consistent. She will do a
very good job at [No.] 2, and Liz
Berry dropping from [No.] 2 to [No.]
3 will do a very nice job at [No.] 3.
They are very consistent players. I
expect a lot from them this year,”
coach Melleno said.

Senior Co-Captain Kristy Daubert,
a four-year varsity player, and junior
Rachel Halek, who placed seventh in
the UCT at first doubles, are together
once again at that slot. Daubert had a
16-5 record at first doubles and a 2-2
record at third singles last year to
finish 18-7 overall. Halek finished
with an 18-8 record at first doubles.
The twosome also qualified for the
NJSIAA Doubles Tournament, which
required a 70 percent winning record
by the cutoff date.

“Last year, they had an outstand-
ing season. They had a year under
their belt together. They are going to
be more confident this year. I expect

another tremendous season from
them,” said coach Melleno.

Senior Lori Joseph, who will team
up with Jones at second doubles,
placed sixth in the UCT at that posi-
tion last year and finished with a 19-
7 overall record. Last year, Jones had
a 1-2 record, while competing at first
doubles, and a 4-1 record at second
doubles to finish 5-3 overall.

“Second doubles, we have a differ-
ent combination. We are working with
them. They are improving every day.
As a matter of fact, that was a big
surprise last year. Our second doubles
won a lot of matches to help us win
matches, so we are hoping to gel this
team to do the same thing,” coach
Melleno said.

Cranford High School
Girls Tennis Schedule:

Head Coach: Gene Melleno
09/13 Mon Somerville A 4:00 PM
09/14 Tue New Providence H 4:00 PM
09/15 Wed Roselle Park A 4:00 PM
09/16 Thu Plainfield A 4:00 PM
09/20 Mon Elizabeth A 4:00 PM
09/21 Tue Sc. Pl.-Fanwood H 4:00 PM
09/23 Thu UCT A 9:00 AM
09/24 Fri UCT A 9:00 AM
09/27 Mon AL Johnson H 4:00 PM
09/28 Tue Jon. Dayton A 4:00 PM
09/29 Wed Gov. Livingston H 4:00 PM
09/30 Thu Linden H 4:00 PM
10/04 Mon Union A 4:00 PM
10/05 Tue JFK Iselin A 4:00 PM
10/07 Thu AL Johnson A 4:00 PM
10/08 Fri Union Catholic A 4:00 PM
10/11 Mon Rahway A 4:00 PM
10/12 Tue Elizabeth H 4:00 PM
10/14 Thu New Providence A 4:00 PM
10/15 Fri North Plainfield A 4:00 PM
10/18 Mon Bound Brook H 4:00 PM
10/19 Tue Plainfield H 4:00 PM
10/21 Thu Linden A 4:00 PM

10/26 Tue Westfield A 4:00 PM

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL READY FOR THE SEASON OPENER…The Cranford High School cheerleading squad is all smiles prior to the
season-opening football game between the Cougars and the A.L. Johnson Crusaders in Clark on September 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REALLY GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT OF THINGS…The Cougar mascot was really roaring during the football game
between the Cougars and the Crusaders of A.L. Johnson in Clark. The Cougars defeated the Crusaders, 43-20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Nicole Ravetier and Joe Papandrea have been named Cougar Athletes of the
Week. Nicole is a senior captain on the varsity field hockey team and had one goal in the opening win against Governor
Livingston. She has been holding down the midfield and is a strong force both offensively and defensively. Joe, a senior
captain on the varsity football team, scored two touchdowns and rushed for 129 yards to lead the Cougars to a 43-20 win
in the season opener against Arthur L. Johnson.
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New Homes throughout

Westfield

Cranford

Scotch Plains

From $599,000 - $1,199,000

For more information, contact

908-294-2128

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303
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