
goleader.com online exclusive
Page E-2  Thursday, September 16, 2010 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains–Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

ERIC WALANO, RAY EL-KHOURY NAMED CAPTAINS

Cougar Soccer Boys to Build
Around Four Solid Veterans

NAGOURNEY, MATRALE, GLOVER, VACCA RIP GOALS

Lady Raiders Stop Cougars
In Soccer Season Opener, 4-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very little more could have been
done by last season’s veteran Cranford
High School (CHS) boys soccer team
that shattered numerous CHS records
and finished with a 22-1-2 record, the
most by far in CHS boys soccer his-
tory.

Previously, the most wins by the
Cougars were 16. The Cougars won
their third straight conference title
and defeated Westfield, 1-0, to claim
their first Union County Tournament
title. Their only loss came in a 1-0,
setback in the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 semifinals to the Millburn
Millers, who defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood for the title.

“It was a groundbreaking season
for the program. It really was a won-
derful year, but again you got to go
back a few years, and that first group
had its first winning season three
years ago. It was a foundation for
these guys to see what winning was
all about and to take it to the next
level,” Cougar Head Coach Mike
Curci said.

With the graduation of seven start-
ers, including All-State goalkeeper
Scott Boyer, a four-year starter, who
finished with 54 varsity wins in his
career, and forward Pat Hartnett, who
had a Union County leading 27 goals
last year, the Cougars must build their
young squad around four solid veter-
ans.

“We are fortunate, even though we
lost seven starters, to have four play-
ers back, who we can build around.
That includes Connor DeMars and
Ray El-Khoury our central
midfielders, who were instrumental
in leading us to the county champion-
ship. I wouldn’t trade them for any-
one. They work well together,” coach
Curci said.

DeMars, a senior midfielder, al-
ways seemed to be a step ahead of his
competition last year.

“Connor is a tremendous athlete.
He’s got terrific skill. Tremendous
footwork, smart with the ball! He’s
always thinking ahead. That’s what
makes him so effective. He’s reading
things as it happens,” coach Curci

said. “He is going to be one of the best
players in the county, if not the state,
this year. He’s got the ability to change
games.”

Senior midfielder/co-captain Ray
El-Khoury ominous presence and
toughness saw to it that opposing
players kept that one step behind,
maybe two.

“He’s big and strong, but besides
that, he’s got speed, and he’s skilled.
He makes great decisions. He has
played at a high level at club ball. He
does make guys think twice, because
we do let him roam quite a bit in the
middle. He will be on the right side,
the left side. He’s got a motor. He can
go all day,” coach Curci pointed out.

Veteran co-captain/stopper Eric
Walano was instrumental in keeping
the ball out of the Cougars’ defensive
side of the field last year and more of
the same is expected from him this
season. Junior George El-Khoury will
shift from his midfield position to
sweeper. Seniors Dan Couto and Dan
Cleary will be the outside backs.

“Eric Walano is back at stopper. He
had a phenomenal season and plugged
up the middle nicely. George El-
Khoury, who played outside midfield
last year. We moved him back to
sweeper. He’s grown tremendously
as a player over the last nine months.
Up the middle, we are going to be
strong,” coach Curci said.

Filling the vacancy left by Boyer
will be senior Mark Osofsky. The
backup goalie is Dan Weber.

“It’s hard to replace a two-time all-
state goalie. That said, Mark Osofsky
is one of the best athletes in the school.
He is progressing nicely every day,”
coach Curci said.

Coach Curci has been looking for
senior Mike Giodon, junior Jeff
Francis, sophomores Mike Kniazuk,
Tom Fitzgerald and Tom Paparatto,
and freshman Andrew Gee to fill the
outside midfield positions.

Three sophomores, James Sands,
Matt Aquiles and Mike Helmstetter,
and senior Brian Petrucci will fill the
forward positions.

“We will be young up front, but we
have some sophomores with a lot of
ability,” noted coach Curci.

With the youth up front and the
absence of Hartnett, coach Curci felt
that his offensive attack pattern would
definitely be different this season.

“We are not going to have a 27-
goal scorer. It was great to have
Hartnett, but we are going to be spread
out this year. I am expecting Ray and
Connor to be able to score. Eric is
going to be making some runs from
his stopper position, because we don’t
anchor him there. If he’s got to run,
he will make his run. Eric stepped up
from day 1 when he walked into this
program four years ago. He’s tough.
He’s physical. He’s positive on all
accounts. He keeps everybody in or-
der. Having those guys up the middle,
knowing how we play and trusting
each other is going to be key,” coach
Curci said.

VARSITY BOYS SCHEDULE:
Head Coach: Mike Curci

09/10 Fri Plainfield A 4:00 PM
09/14 Tue Elizabeth A 6:30 PM
09/16 Thur Pequannock H 4:00 PM
09/20 Mon Sc. Pl.-Fanwood A 4:00 PM
09/22 Wed Summit H 7:00 PM
09/24 Fri Union A 4:00 PM
09/28 Tue Linden H 4:00 PM
09/30 Thur Westfield A 4:00 PM
10/04 Mon Plainfield H 4:00 PM
10/06 Wed Elizabeth H 4:00 PM
10/08 Fri Mt. Olive A 4:15 PM
10/12 Tue Sc. Pl.-Fanwood H 4:00 PM
10/14 Thur Union H 4:00 PM
10/16 Sat Red Bank Cath A 10:00 AM
10/19 Tue Linden A 4:00 PM
10/25 Mon Somerville H 4:00 PM
10/28 Thur N. Providence A 4:00 PM

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a rematch of last years Union
County High School girls soccer
championship, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Cranford opened their
2010 season on September 11 at
Cranford Memorial Field. The Raid-
ers avenged a 1-0 loss last year to the
Cougars with a dominating 4-0 win.

Both teams looked evenly matched
to start and exchanged goal-scoring
opportunities just a few minutes into
the game. Raider Avika Shah took a
free kick at the top of the box that was
appeared to be curling into the net but
was snatched out of the air by Cou-
gar goalkeeper, Emily Baumann.
Cranford missed an early chance as
well, when Raider keeper Paige
DellaBadia made an excellent div-
ing save on a ball volleyed off a
corner kick.

However, 15 minutes into the game
the Raiders made their move. They
controlled the ball in the middle and
were passing it well, not allowing
Cranford any offensive opportuni-
ties.

The Raiders persistence paid off as
they broke the game wide open to-
wards the end of the first half. On a
corner kick in the 16th minute, senior
captain Emily Nagourney buried a
header in the back of the net to the put
Scotch Plains up 1-0. In the eighth
minute, the Raiders got a spark from
their bench, when Lisa Matrale fought

off two defenders and ripped a shot
past Cranford’s diving keeper.

Just two minutes later the Raiders
got another goal. Junior Erin Pierce
played a beautiful through ball to a
streaking Julie Glover, who split the
defenders and finished it perfectly,
putting her shot just off the inside of
the post.

The first half came to a close with
the Raiders having dominated the
play and leading 3-0, while allowing
just one shot on goal.

Cranford Coach Jennifer
Michewicz made a number of adjust-
ments to try and disrupt the posses-
sion of the Raiders. They also changed
keepers, subbing in junior Leah
Quinn. Their changes seemed to be
paying off as the Cougars began to
claw their way back into the game.
But the Raiders defense would not
budge and Cranford could not muster
much offense.

Again around the 16-minute mark,
things began to fall apart for the Cou-
gars. Nagourney almost tallied her
second goal of the day when she
separated from her defender and
blasted a shot off the crossbar.

A few minutes later, Raider Gabby
Vacca broke through the defense and
darted towards net, but pushed her
shot wide. However, her effort would
be rewarded in the 13th minute when
the ensuing goal kick was mis-hit and
ended up at her feet, just outside the
box. She again raced towards net and

this time buried her shot in the back
of the net, with the keeper caught out
of position, to put a stamp on this
early season win for the Raiders.

After the game, Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing said, “ I think that, for
the most part, we won a lot of the 50/
50 balls. In the first half we were
moving the ball pretty well, in the
second half, not as quite as well. But
over all, I am very pleased.”

Nagourney was also happy with
the result but said that the Raiders
need to work on, “keeping posses-
sion and finishing crosses. We had a
number of chances that we didn’t
finish in front of the goal, and we
need to finish every time we are up
there.”

While it was a disappointing start
for Cranford, there are positives to be
taken from the game. Coach
Michewicz stated after the game, “I
think throughout our scrimmages this
season we haven’t seen the speed of
play up to the level that Scotch Plains
was at today, and I think that was a
little bit of a wakeup call for us. I
think we came out evenly the first 15
minutes of the game, but once they
scored their first goal off the corner,
we did let down a little. I think it was
our goal in the second half to come
out stronger and we were able to do
that a bit better and hold them to only
one goal in the second half.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 1 4
Cranford 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING TO WORK WITH A YOUNG SQUAD…Cougar co-captains Ray El-Khoury, left, and Eric Walano will have
the responsibility of developing a young squad into a coordinated boys soccer machine. The Cougars are expected to be
strong in the middle, but they have a very young group of forwards.

Joseph Schackman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT A BOOT DOWNFIELD…Cougar Hanna Dowzycki, No. 12, prepares to kick the ball downfield in the game
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 11.

• A New Middle School
Program For All Girls
GR 4 - 8.

• Fall "Team"
6 Week Program
at Union County College

PROMOTING GROWTH OF UNION COUNTY
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

For more information and to register,
please log onto CRUSHVB.com

LET’S PLAY VOLLEYBALL! BRING YOUR FRIENDS!
HURRY-SPACE IS LIMITED!

Hey Mother Nature!
Bring it on.

Whatever the weather, we’re always here 
for our customers and always deliver.

> Reliable 24/7 local service and support   > SmartPay monthly payment plan

> Flexible price protection plans   > No enrollment or sign-up fees

Call 866.539.5295 today!
petro.com
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
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