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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

AVENT, ‘PAP’, TROTTER (197 YDs), PREUCIL SCORE TDs

Cougars’ ‘Big-O’ Option Rips
Crusader Footballers, 43-20

DZUNOVA EARNS 1ST SINGLES, BROWN 2ND SINGLES

Cougars Return Six Starters,
Expect Success in Girls Tennis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

History did not repeat itself when
the Cranford High School football
team walked into the locker room
with a two-touchdown lead over A.L.
Johnson (ALJ) in Clark on Septem-
ber 10. Unlike last year’s stinging 28-
21, overtime setback to the Crusad-
ers, the Cougars held their own, and
even more, to strut home with a 43-20
victory.

Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier predicted that his option
offense, with all of its weapons, would
make it very difficult for opposing
teams to defend, and he was right.
The 1-0 Cougars amassed 515 rush-
ing yards – penalties came right after
two runs that totaled 23 yards, but the
penalties were marked off from the

spots of the gains.
Hooking predominantly around

the corners, running back Sean Trot-
ter amassed 197 yards on 14 car-
ries, which included a 51-yard run
that eventually led to the Cougars’
first touchdown (TD) and a 71-yard
TD sprint. Running back Tyrone
Avent bashed his way through the
middle of the Crusaders’ defense
for 139 yards on 17 carries, includ-
ing TD runs of 21 yards and 18
yards. Quarterback Joey Papandrea
carried 18 times for 129 yards, in-
cluding TD runs of one yard and 39
yards. Running back Justin Van
Ostenbridge carried six times for
59 yards, and Nick Diaz carried

four times for 11 yards.
Disaster struck early on the Cou-

gars’ first series, when Papandrea’s
pitchout to Trotter went awry, and
Crusader Anthony Fischetti recov-
ered the ball on the Cranford nine-
yard line. Three plays later, Crusader
quarterback Josh Urbanovich slipped
in from the four, and Matt Morozoff
hit the point after (PAT) to make the
score 7-0, with 9:41 on the clock.

The Cougars, however, kept their
wits and engineered a seven-play, 80-
yard scoring drive that ended in a
peculiar way, when the ball was jarred
from Trotter’s grasp, and it rolled into
the end zone, where offensive line-
man Chad Preucil alertly smothered it
for the TD. Rob Gaeta’s PAT attempt
went wide left. Gaeta finished with
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Three years, 1983, 1994 and 1995,
the Cranford High School girls ten-
nis team have reached 16 victories,
but last season the Cougars did one
better and finished with a 17-5 record.
This year, with all but one starter
returning, the Lady Cougars are fac-
ing the possibility of another fine
season.

“It was the most wins they have
had in the program,” Cougar Head
Coach Eugene Melleno noted.

Last year, the Cougars finished
eighth in the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT), their best finish in many
years. This year, the Lady Cougars
are shooting for a higher spot on the
UCT ladder, but with such tough
teams as Kent Place, Oak Knoll,

Governor Livingston (GL), New
Providence, Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Dayton and five-time reigning cham-
pion Westfield, the competition in
the county would be very stiff.

“They know that! They see the
Westfields, the GL’s. They know the
competition is tough, but this has
been the best that we’ve been in a
long time in back-to-back seasons,”
Coach Melleno said.

The Lady Cougars also have their
eyes set on the top spot in their con-
ference, which consists of Cranford,
New Providence, Johnson, Linden,
Plainfield and Elizabeth.

“We are expecting to give a good
shot in our conference. We haven’t
won a conference since 1983. New
Providence is probably the team to
beat,” coach Melleno said.

Taylor Rattray, a second doubles
player, was the only starter who gradu-
ated, but there have been some
changes in the lineup. Grabbing the
first singles slot this season will be
sophomore Marianna Dzunova. Last
year, she was a very pleasant addition
to the team at third singles where she
placed sixth in the UCT and finished
18-5. She also finished 1-1 at second
singles and was named to the Union
County Mountain Conference Sec-
ond Team.

“We have the lineup established. A
couple of changes! Marianna moved up
to No. 1. Liz [Berry] went down to [No.]
3, and Maggie [Brown] went to [No.] 2.
First doubles is still the same. Second
doubles is Lori Joseph and [senior] Col-
leen Jones,” said coach Melleno.
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A VERY HARD MAN TO BRING DOWN...Cougar running back Tyrone Avent, No. 44, rushed for 139 yards and two
touchdowns in the 43-20 victory over the A. L. Johnson Crusaders on September 10 in Clark.
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PART OF THE COUGAR STARTING SEVEN…The Cranford Cougar girls tennis team has returned all but one of its
starters and expect a strong season. Pictured, left to right, are: junior Rachel Halek, senior co-captain Maggie Brown, senior
Lori Joseph and senior Elizabeth Berry. Absent from photo are: sophomore Marianna Dzunova, senior co-captain Kristy
Daubert and senior Colleen Jones.
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