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SMITH RIPS 2 TRIPLES, FIORE 3 RBI, D. NIGRO 3 HITS

St. David Nips St. Killian, 6-5,
For St. Bart’s Softball Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The annual St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League Labor Day
Championship game is no ordinary
event. Hundreds of people converge
on Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
to witness the two best teams in the
league battle for supremacy, before
migrating to the picnic area to feast
on fine cuisine and listen to music
from a group known as Wolf Creek.

This time, the main athletic attrac-
tion pitted top-seeded St. David
against St. Killian.

St. Killian’s Dan Nigro, a five-year
member of the league, was hoping to
win his first title. His brother, Pat,
also a league member, asked him to
join and he did.

“This probably is the best team
I’ve ever played with personality-
wise, talent-wise. As a team that gelled
throughout the year, I think today is
our day,” Nigro said.

St. Killian’s Al Weber, one of the
four remaining pioneers, who began
with the league 33 years ago, said,
“I’ve been in five or six [champion-
ships]. I’ve got four plaques, so I am
aiming for my fifth today. We had a
good practice over at Forest Road. I

can’t predict [the outcome]. I don’t
want to put myself in a hole.”

St. David pitcher and birthday boy
(September 6) Howard Bialos, who
lives in Mountainside and has been
with the league 12 years, commented,
“I found out through other friends
who were in the league. This is my
second. The first time I played was
also on my birthday. We had a little
BP [batting practice] and a little pitch-
ing practice. I threw about 60 balls
before I came this morning. We are in
great shape.”

Veteran Marty Bernstein, who
plays for St. David, said, “I started in
1992 when I was 30-years-old. A lot
of softball! I have been in the finals
five times, and I have two champion-
ships.”

Teammate Scotty Smith added,
“This is my sixth year with St. Bart’s,
and this is my third championship
game. We won one and lost one. We
just want to get out there, get it done
and win. It’s double elimination. We
want to win the first game and get to
the barbeque. Just have some fun!
That’s what this league is about.”

There was indeed a lot of fun, but
there was also a lot of seriousness,
and that was proven when St. David

managed to eke out a 6-5 victory in
eight innings.

Smith ripped a pair of triples and
scored after both. Jason Fiore fol-
lowed with a pair of singles and three
RBI. Russ Voorhees, Bernstein and
Ed Villaverde each singled and scored
once. Pete Costello doubled and
scored once. Dave Rothenberg (RBI),
Erik Hastrup, Steve Spoljarie and Bill
Lawrence each singled.

Nigro led Killian with three singles
and an RBI, and veteran Harry Semple
doubled, singled and scored twice.
Chris Nardi (run scored), Mike Walch
(RBI) and Harry Hopler each had
two singles. Paul Leso added an RBI
single and an RBI sacrifice fly. Scott
Friedrichs (RBI) and Scott Curtis each
singled.

Although there were a few base-
running miscues divided evenly be-
tween the two teams, the key to vic-
tory came down to fine fielding plays
in the final two innings, and second
baseman Bernstein had the hot hand
when he initiated all three putouts in
the seventh inning and gunned down
the potential tying run in the eighth to
secure victory.

Fiore drilled a two-run single in the
top of the first, but St. Killian fired
back with three runs in the bottom of
the second. Nardi and Harry Semple
scored on respective RBI from
Friedrichs and Walch, then Leso fol-
lowed with his RBI sac fly to right
field.

Voorhees singled and scored to tie
the score in the third, then Smith
tripled and scored on an error in the
fourth to give St. David a 4-3 lead.
Nigro plopped an RBI single in the
Killian fourth, but Costello doubled
and scored in the fifth. Harry Semple
singled and scored on Leso’s RBI
single to knot the scored, 5-5, after
five.

In the bottom of the seventh, St.
Killian had the top of its order at the
plate, but Bernstein’s three key
putouts squashed the opportunity for
victory. Smith tripled and scored on
Fiore’s single in the eighth, then
Walch hopped a two-out single to
right with a runner on base who opted
to head for home. Bernstein fired the
ball home to Lawrence in time for the
final out.
St. David 201 110 01 6
St. Killian 030 110 00 5

BOHLINGER, JOHNSON SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devil Gymnasts Eye
Bright Future on the Horizon

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Year after year, the Westfield High
School gymnastics team has churned
out some of the highest team totals in
the state and has had several indi-
vidual standouts. This season, the
momentum appears to be tumbling in
the same direction.

Last year, the Blue Devils captured
their fourth straight Union County
Tournament (UCT) crown, placed sec-
ond in the sectional tournament and
finished sixth in the state tournament.

Lacy Cummings, a 2007 state
champion in the vault, and Jenna
Rodrigues, who have graduated,
played a major role in the Blue Dev-
ils’ success last year; however, sev-
eral primary contributors have re-
turned, and several fine freshmen are
just waiting for the chance to demon-
strate their skills.

“We have five freshmen, who offer
a lot of talent. They are future pros-
pects to help us be as strong as we
have been in the past,” Blue Devil

Head Coach Melissa Bryan said. “I
especially think that people are going
to look at Abby Cook. [She’s] defi-
nitely an all-around contender. I have
been told she is a cross between Lacy
Cummings and Jenna Rodrigues.
She’s got the strength, the power of
Lacy, the determination of both girls,
as well as the elegance of Jenna.”

Team captains Kelly Bohlinger, a
senior, and junior Kaitlyn Johnson
are expected to add leadership, as
well as high scores.

“Kelly will be one of my starters as
she was last year. I foresee her going
far on floor [exercises] as she did very
well at counties last year. She’s got
elegance. She’s got grace, and she’s
willing to work hard. Kaitlyn was
always a strong scorer and is very
consistent. I foresee her doing a lot of
all-around as well,” coach Bryan said.

Junior Sara Shields had a strong
season last year, and more of the
same is expected this season.

“Sara Shields was a starter last
year. I see her continuing to be a

starter and leading us to states,” coach
Bryan said.

Junior Lindsay Ripperger powered
her way into the limelight last year by
placing first on the balance beam at
the UCT and tying Cummings for
first on the floor exercise at the sec-
tional tournament.

“Lindsay Ripperger, I really saw as
being one of our contenders for states.
Very talented all-around, strength,
elegance, beauty, difficulty! She’s
somebody whom I thought everyone
was going to be looking at this year,
but she unfortunately got a concus-
sion in the off-season. It’s going to
cause us to work even harder,” coach
Bryan pointed out.

Two additional girls, junior Abby
Goldring and sophomore Kelly Vasel,
“always worked hard last year. They
are dedicated members of the team,”
said coach Bryan, who added,
“There’s a lot of new rules and re-
quirements this year, so it’s going to
take time getting used to that, but I
see a bright future.”
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OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH 1- 5PM

Mountainside. 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Ranch with LR w/wood floors and a stone faced
wood burning fireplace. The adjacent DR has pocket French doors that lead you into a sun
room. The custom gourmet kit has two skylights, blond oak cabinets, Corian counters,
built-in sub-Zero frig, Jenn-Air electric cook top & double ovens. The finished basement
has a FR with an authentic English Pub bar & wood burning fireplace, an office/guest
room, full bath, exercise room & laundry room. Also has a 2 car garage, paver block patio
& IG Pool. Directions: New Providence-Deer Path-Glenside-Deer Path #1618.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH 1- 5PM

Westfield. Custom 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Brick Ranch with large rooms. Hardwood floors
throughout. “Sun tunnel” lights in kitchen and hallway. A basement with a summer kitchen
and wood burning fireplace. Living Room with wood burning fireplace. Temperature
controlled room, perfect for a wine cellar! Large walk up attic with stairs in place to complete
second story expansion. Directions: Boulevard-Midvale-Tudor Oval #191.

Scotch Plains. This Colonial home built in 2005 boasts a gourmet kit, w/ granite
countertops & island, open to a spacious Family Room with gas fireplace. A Living Room/
Dining Room combination and a powder room complete the 1st floor. The 2nd floor has
4 large Bedrooms, including a Master Bedroom suite with a walk in close, a separate
laundry room, & a full walk up staircase leading to a huge attic. There is a fin basement
with 9 foot ceilings and a 3rd full bath. This lovely home features hardwood floors
throughout. Directions: Hetfield to MeadowView #2120.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH 1- 5PM

Scotch Plains. 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Split nestled in the Watchung Reservation. Living
Room with gas fireplace, Formal Dining Room with doors to rear deck, Ground level
Family Room, updated Eat-In-Kitchen with granite counter tops, hardwood floors, built-
in 2 car garage, full basement. Directions: Glenside-Deer Path Or New Providence Rd-
Deer Path #2691.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH 1- 5PM COLONIAL

Westfield. This 3 BR, 1.5 Bath Colonial is situated on a quiet, tree lined street and is close
to schools, NYC transportation and thriving downtown. The elegant 1st floor features a
large Living Room with gleaming hardwood floors and a wood burning fireplace. The
Formal Dining Room leads to the updated EIK which connects to a Family Room, Pantry
and Powder Room. The 2nd floor features 3 BR with generous closet space and full bath.
A cozy 3-Season room with skylights, large deck and a finished basement.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH 1- 5PM

Westfield. Vintage Center Hall Colonial featuring Living Room with wood burning
Fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Family Room, Eat-in-Kitchen, Den plus 1/2 bath. The
second level has 4 Bedrooms and Full Bath and the third level has Bedroom and Bedroom/
Office plus a Full Bath. Hardwood Floors throughout. Large unfinished Basement and 2
car detached garage. Directions: Summit or Westfield Ave to Everson #411.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXPECTING TO BE VERY STRONG ONCE AGAIN…The Blue Devil gymnasts expect another very good season.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Lyndsay Lee, Abby Cook, Anna Centrella, Christana Psyhojos and Megan McAllister;
back row, Kelly Vasel, Sara Shields, Kelly Bohlinger, Kaitlyn Johnson and Lindsay Ripperger.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAFE AT SECOND BASE…St. Killian veteran Harry Semple slides safely into
second with a double as St. David shortstop Scotty Smith covers the base.


