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AVENT, ‘PAP’, TROTTER (197 YDs), PREUCIL SCORE TDs

Cougars’ ‘Big-O’ Option Rips
Crusader Footballers, 43-20

HATCH, KWOK, TANJI, MOONEY NAMED CAPTAINS

Lady X-C Blue Devils Sense
‘Potential for Improvement’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winning has been a tradition with
the Westfield High School girls cross-
country team ever since the first Blue
Devil runner set foot on Tamaques
Park soil. The Lady Blue Devils have
made it a habit of dominating their
regular-season competition, winning
the lion’s share of Union County
championships (UC) and qualifying
for the state Group 4 meets.

Undefeated dual-meet records had
been the norm. The Blue Devils ran
up an 88-meet winning streak until it
was snapped by rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in 2003. The most recent
winning streak of 37 was also halted
by the Raiders last year, which re-
sulted in a 7-1 record for the Blue
Devils.

Last year, the Blue Devils swept
the conference title, winning at the
varsity, JV and freshmen levels. With
heightened county competition, the
varsity placed third in the UC, while
the JVs took first and the freshmen
finished second. All three teams won
the St. Dominic Invitational, but the
biggest letdown came when the var-
sity placed sixth in the sectional meet
and failed to qualify for the Group 4
meet.

“Last season was a good season. We
were disappointed by the fact that, for
the first time in 25 years, we did not
qualify for Group 4, because we came
in sixth in the section. North Jersey 2
has become one of the toughest, com-
petitive sections in the state, espe-
cially with Hunterdon Central, which
may have the best team in history,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Thom
Hornish, in his 38th season being in-
volved with the cross-country pro-
gram and his 31st with the girls.

Senior team captains Shannon
Mooney, Abbie Kwok, Alyssa Hatch

and Ellie Tanji will lead a pack of
talented runners in a quest for quali-
fying in the Group 4 tournament. In
addition to the captains, other key
runners will be Xio Alvarez, Astrid
Adriaens, Tierny Cummings, Danielle
Grimes, Julia Fisher, Allegra Larche,
Alex Frankel, Hannah MacRoberts,
Courtney Han and Jeanette Cusina.

“This is a cross section of freshmen
through seniors who could be our
varsity 12 at the end of the season;
however, we have some newcomers
who need to be watched: Danielle
Ciampa, Alex Hawkins, Jen Porch,
Ashley Edwards, Alana Basil, Katie
Fox and a very strong contingent of
returning sophomores, juniors, and
seniors,” coach Hornish pointed out.

The Blue Devil freshmen team is
20-strong. Some of the top freshmen
are: Jeannette Cusina, Natalie
Brennan, Sarah Davidson, Aly Dia-
mond, Samantha Grushkin, Elizabeth
Kwok, Emma Prevoznak, Sarah
Russo, Anna Tanji and Kathleen
McCutcheon.

“Although this year is my 38th, I’m
as excited about this season as I was
when I was given the opportunity and
honor of being a part of the cross-
country tradition. I think we have the
potential of improving upon last sea-
son,” Coach Hornish said. “We cer-

tainly are going to be challenged, but
I believe we have the horses. Our
motto this year is ‘20 and below’,
which means the top-5 have to run an
average of 20 minutes.”

On September 11, the Blue Devils
set out to defend their St. Dominic’s
Invitational title but came up a little
short, placing second, with a total of
59 behind Rumson at 43. Hatch fin-
ished third, with a time of 21:32.
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

History did not repeat itself when
the Cranford High School football team
walked into the locker room with a
two-touchdown lead over A.L. Johnson
(ALJ) in Clark on September 10. Un-
like last year’s stinging 28-21, over-
time setback to the Crusaders, the Cou-
gars held their own, and even more, to
strut home with a 43-20 victory.

Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier predicted that his option
offense, with all of its weapons, would
make it very difficult for opposing
teams to defend against, and he was
right. The 1-0 Cougars amassed 515
rushing yards – penalties came right
after two runs that totaled 23 yards,
but the penalties were marked off
from the spots of the gains.

Hooking predominantly around the
corners, running back Sean Trotter
amassed 197 yards on 14 carries,
which included a 51-yard run that
eventually led to the Cougars’ first
touchdown (TD) and a 71-yard TD
sprint. Running back Tyrone Avent
bashed his way through the middle of
the Crusaders’ defense for 139 yards
on 17 carries, including TD runs of 21
yards and 18 yards. Quarterback Joey
Papandrea carried 18 times for 129
yards, including TD runs of one yard
and 39 yards. Running back Justin
Van Ostenbridge carried six times for
59 yards, and Nick Diaz carried four
times for 11 yards.

Disaster struck early on the Cou-
gars’ first series, when Papandrea’s
pitchout to Trotter went awry, and
Crusader Anthony Fischetti recov-
ered the ball on the Cranford nine-
yard line. Three plays later, Crusader
quarterback Josh Urbanovich slipped
in from the four, and Matt Morozoff
hit the point after (PAT) to make the
score 7-0, with 9:41 on the clock.

The Cougars, however, kept their
wits and engineered a seven-play, 80-
yard scoring drive that ended in a
peculiar way, when the ball was jarred
from Trotter’s grasp, and it rolled into
the end zone, where offensive line-
man Chad Preucil alertly smothered
it for the TD. Rob Gaeta’s PAT at-
tempt went wide left. Gaeta finished
with four PATs and a 36-yard field
goal.

“It’s tough to see that happen, be-
cause I know, especially everybody
sitting in the stands, it is like, ‘Oh no!

Here we go again!’ But we knew we
had plenty of game left, and we knew
we could get the job done,” Papandrea
said of the fumble.

The tide began to flow even more
in the Cougars’ direction when de-

fensive lineman Tim Handy deliv-
ered a hit on a Crusader receiver Tim
Lisowski and pounced on the loose
ball at the ALJ 27. Four plays later,
Avent barreled through the middle
for his 21-yard TD to make the score
13-7 at the end of the first quarter.

“We have been working on a new
thing all year called bending with the
new defense we have. I saw the center
pull. When I saw that ball go on the
ground, my eyes got bigger than
they’ve ever been in my life. I wanted

that ball,” Handy said.
With 7:01 left in the half, Gaeta

split the uprights with his 36-yard
field goal. Two minutes later, Trotter
took a different route and cut through
the middle for a 71-yard TD sprint.

• A New Middle School
Program For All Girls
GR 4 - 8.

• Fall "Team"
6 Week Program
at Union County College

PROMOTING GROWTH OF UNION COUNTY
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

For more information and to register,
please log onto CRUSHVB.com

LET’S PLAY VOLLEYBALL! BRING YOUR FRIENDS!
HURRY-SPACE IS LIMITED!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
Youth Soccer Clinics to
be Held September 25
WESTFIELD - The Westfield High

School Boys and Girls Varsity Soccer
Teams will be running separate clin-
ics for youth players on Saturday,
September 25, from 9 to 11 a.m. The
boys clinic will be held at Tamaques
Elementary School, and the girls clinic
will be held at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School. The registration fee will
be $30 per player, which includes a
Clinic-T shirt. All players must bring
a soccer ball, water bottle, cleats and
shin guards.

All youth soccer players in grades
3 to 8 are encouraged to come out
and learn more about the game, im-
prove their soccer skills and train
with the WHS Varsity players and
coaches. More information and reg-
istration can be found on the Westfield
Soccer Association website:
www.westfieldnjsoccer.com. Click
on the separate links for the Boys and
the Girls Clinics for the registration
forms and all the details.

Come out and support this WHS
Varsity Team’s fundraiser on Sep-
tember 25!
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL GIRLS’ CROSS-COUNTRY CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are Blue Devil girls cross-country captains
Alyssa Hatch, Abbie Kwok, Ellie Tanji and Shannon Mooney.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING A SUCCESSFUL OFFENSE…Cranford quarterback Joey Papandrea
finished with 129 rushing yards, including two touchdowns, against AL Johnson.
See Online Cougar Exclusive pages for more.

Blue Devil Boys Rap
Linden in Soccer, 3-0
Senior Joe Greenspan scored two

goals and added an assist, while
Ryan Heine contributed a pair of
assists in the Westfield High School
boys soccer team’s 3-0 victory over
host Linden on September 11. Blue
Devil goalkeeper Zach Zagorski re-
corded the shutout.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
908-233-6417, Direct 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2009

1496 Lamberts Mill Rd Scotch Plains, NJ 
Surprisingly spacious, this lovely Cape offers a delightful interior enhanced by a sizable 
property. Hardwood floors, moldings, custom built-ins and charming antique touches adorn 
the sun lit rooms. A stone fireplace framed by bookcases enlivens the living room. Two walls 
of windows bring the beauty of nature into the family room. Steps away, the kitchen has a 
superb dining area. The master bedroom with full bath, another bedroom, office and full 
bath complete the 1st floor. A sunny bedroom and ample storage fill the 2nd floor. A full 
basement, easily finished, an expansive backyard  and a convenient location craft the ideal 
place to come home to. Presented for $429,000. Dir: West Broad to Lamberts Mill 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Open House Sunday, September 19th 1-4 pm 


