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MURRAY RUSHES FOR 3 TDs, HESS HAULS IN TD PASS

Blue Devils Shut Out Raiders
In Grid Season Opener, 28-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Good blocking from the offensive
line, control of the line of scrimmage
from the defense and fine running
from senior running back AJ Murray
led to a 28-0 victory for the visiting
Westfield High School football team
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Sep-
tember 11.

Murray carried 24 times for 122
yards, including touchdown runs of
eight, eight and four yards, respec-
tively. The 1-0 Blue Devils totaled
202 yards rushing on 41 carries, and
quarterback Danny Kerr completed
six of 11 passes for 67 yards, includ-
ing an eight-yard TD strike to senior
wide receiver Ryan Hess, who fin-
ished with three receptions for 37
yards. Hess, who did not go out for
the football team last year to concen-
trate on basketball, was a welcome
addition.

“It’s nice having him back. You

saw what he could do, but we also
saw that by the fourth quarter, he was
dragging out there. It’s a little differ-
ent experience playing a whole var-
sity football game than a varsity bas-
ketball game, but he will get it. It’s
good that we got him a touchdown,
and he played well for us today,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said.

“I am glad he came back. I think he
would have missed it if he didn’t
play. He was an awesome target to
have,” said Kerr, who also rushed for
16 yards.

Blue Devil fullback Garrett Pryor
also had some key runs as he bashed
through the Raider defense for 52
yards on nine carries.

Kerr added, “It’s almost impos-
sible to tackle him by yourself. He
and AJ!”

The Blue Devils wasted little time
taking control of the game when they
began their opening drive from the
20-yard line and marched 80 yards

on 10 plays (nine rushing), which
ended with Murray’s eight-yard TD
gallop with 8:37 on the clock. John
Gribbin nailed the first of his four
points after to make the score 7-0.

The Blue Devils added another 70-
yard, 11-play scoring drive that ended
early in the second quarter when Kerr
found Hess in the left corner of the
end zone for an eight-yard TD
completion.

In the meantime, the Raiders were
having no success with their running
game, but junior quarterback Steve
Alleman took to the air and had some
success with short passes over the
middle. But Alleman, who finished
12-for 32 for 107 yards, was inter-
cepted twice in the first half. The first
came three plays after he handed off
to running back Quintin Blackwell,
who fired a 37-yard strike to wide
receiver Matt Jegede. Blue Devil
James O’Rourke ended the drive with

NAGOURNEY, MATRALE, GLOVER, VACCA RIP GOALS

Lady Raiders Stop Cougars
In Soccer Season Opener, 4-0

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a rematch of last years Union
County High School girls soccer
championship, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Cranford opened their
2010 season on September 11 at
Cranford Memorial Field. The Raid-
ers avenged a 1-0 loss last year to the
Cougars with a dominating 4-0 win.

Both teams looked evenly matched
to start and exchanged goal-scoring
opportunities just a few minutes into
the game. Raider Avika Shah took a
free kick at the top of the box that was
appeared to be curling into the net but
was snatched out of the air by Cou-
gar goalkeeper Emily Baumann.
Cranford missed an early chance as
well, when Raider keeper Paige
DellaBadia made an excellent div-
ing save on a ball volleyed off a
corner kick.

However, 15 minutes into the game
the Raiders made their move. They
controlled the ball in the middle and
were passing it well, not allowing
Cranford any offensive opportunities.

The Raiders persistence paid off as
they broke the game wide open to-
wards the end of the first half. On a
corner kick in the 16th minute, senior
captain Emily Nagourney buried a
header in the back of the net to the put
Scotch Plains up 1-0. In the eighth
minute, the Raiders got a spark from
their bench, when Lisa Matrale fought
off two defenders and ripped a shot
past Cranford’s diving keeper.

Just two minutes later the Raiders
got another goal. Junior Erin Pierce
played a beautiful through ball to a
streaking Julie Glover, who split the
defenders and finished it perfectly,
putting her shot just off the inside of
the post.

The first half came to a close with
the Raiders having dominated the
play and leading 3-0, while allowing
just one shot on goal.

Cranford Coach Jennifer
Michewicz made a number of adjust-
ments to try and disrupt the posses-
sion of the Raiders. They also changed
keepers, subbing in junior Leah
Quinn. Their changes seemed to be

paying off as the Cougars began to
claw their way back into the game.
But the Raiders defense would not
budge and Cranford could not muster
much offense.

Again around the 16-minute mark,
things began to fall apart for the Cou-
gars. Nagourney almost tallied her
second goal of the day when she
separated from her defender and
blasted a shot off the crossbar.

A few minutes later, Raider Gabby
Vacca broke through the defense and
darted towards net, but pushed her
shot wide. However, her effort would
be rewarded in the 13th minute when
the ensuing goal kick was mis-hit and
ended up at her feet, just outside the
box. She again raced towards net and
this time buried her shot in the back
of the net, with the keeper caught out
of position, to put a stamp on this
early season win for the Raiders.

After the game, Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing said, “ I think that, for
the most part, we won a lot of the 50/
50 balls. In the first half we were
moving the ball pretty well;  in the
second half, not as quite as well. But
over all, I am very pleased.”

Nagourney was also happy with
the result but said that the Raiders
need to work on, “keeping posses-
sion and finishing crosses. We had a
number of chances that we didn’t
finish in front of the goal, and we
need to finish every time we are up
there.”

While it was a disappointing start
for Cranford, there are positives to be
taken from the game. Coach
Michewicz stated after the game, “I
think throughout our scrimmages this
season we haven’t seen the speed of
play up to the level that Scotch Plains
was at today, and I think that was a
little bit of a wakeup call for us. I
think we came out evenly the first 15
minutes of the game, but once they
scored their first goal off the corner,
we did let down a little. I think it was
our goal in the second half to come
out stronger and we were able to do
that a bit better and hold them to only
one goal in the second half.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 1 4
Cranford 0 0 0 CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOWERING THE BOOM ON DEFENSE…Blue Devil Peter Ondi, No. 27, makes initial contact on Raider receiver Sean
Coloney, No. 14, as Blue Devil linebacker AJ Murray, No. 9, closes in. Westfield defeated the Raiders, 28-0, in Scotch Plains
on September 11.

Joe Schackman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOVING THE BALL DOWNFIELD…Raider Julie Glover, No. 23, moves the
ball downfield as teammate Emily Nagourney arrives to the scene. The Raiders
defeated Cranford, 4-0, in Cranford. See Online Cranford Exclusive for more.
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