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New Westfield Teachers
Welcomed and Ready

NEW TEACHERS READY FOR SCHOOL…The Westfield Public School
District held its annual New Teacher Institute on August 30 at Westfield High
School. While the district eliminated more than 30 positions due to budget cuts
earlier this year, the newly hired staff members are filling positions created
largely by retirements, resignations or as leave replacements.

WESTFIELD – A total of 25 new
teachers and support staff, as well as
four new administrators, were wel-
comed to the Westfield Public Schools
at a luncheon on August 30 during
participation in the New Teacher In-
stitute (NTI) , the orientation and
training program for educators new
to the district.

While the district eliminated more
than 30 positions due to budget cuts
earlier this year, the newly hired staff
members are filling positions created
largely by retirements, resignations
or as leave replacements.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan, Board President Julia Walker,
President of the Westfield Education
Association Kim Schumacher and Par-
ent Teacher Council President Rose
Hughes welcomed the new hires prior
to the luncheon buffet in the Westfield
High School Student Center. Other
board members present included Vice
President Ann Cary, Jane Clancy, Ginny
Leiz and Mitch Slater.

The new teachers completed their
one-day program within Westfield’s
NTI, followed by a district-wide in-
service and a school-level orienta-
tion later in the week.

The NTI program, which tradition-
ally had been held for four days, was
reduced to one this year due to budget
cuts in the district. Meetings also will
take place during the school year, as
has been the practice.

The new teaching and support staff
for the Westfield Public Schools in-
cludes:

Lauren Anderson, Franklin – first
grade; John Brzozowski, Westfield
High School – Vocal Music; Allison
Bucciarelli, Special Services –
Speech Language Specialist; Mel-
issa Cook, Roosevelt Intermediate
School – Science; Adrienne DeLee-
Fleming, Edison Intermediate School
– Special Education; Marissa

Dragone, Roosevelt Intermediate
School – Social Studies; Lindsey El
Koury, Westfield High School –
Physical Education; Christopher
Flores, Westfield High School – Ath-
letic Trainer; Erin Hurts, Special Ser-
vices – Special Language Specialist;
Danielle Kedzierski, Westfield High
School – Mathematics; Dana Kickey,
Westfield High School – Special Edu-
cation; Stephen Markowski,
McKinley – Music; Elizabeth Mar-
tin, Washington – First Grade; Will-
iam Meixner, Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools – Industrial
Technology; Christine Mills,
McKinley – fifth grade; Julia Panos,
Westfield High School – Special Edu-
cation; Carol Petersen, Jefferson –
third grade; Cristina Pianet, Tamaques
– fourth grade; Allison Roberts,
Westfield High School – Mathemat-
ics; Jeanne Roughley, Washington –
4th grade; Francis Santora, Special
Services – Psychologist; Nicole
Scimone, Westfield High School –
English; Joseph Tremarco, Edison
Intermediate School – Special Edu-
cation; Bailey Verdone, Westfield
High School – English, and Shilpa
Wakde, Westfield High School and
Roosevelt Inter. – French.

Westfield welcomes two new ad-
ministrators at Westfield High School
for 2010-2011, including Richard
Charwin, Supervisor of Pupil Per-
sonnel Services/Guidance K-12 and
Derrick Nelson, Assistant Principal
of Roosevelt Intermediate School.

In addition, Sandy Mamary, long-
time athletic trainer for the district,
was appointed Supervisor of Athlet-
ics, to fill the position vacated by Ed
Tranchina upon his retirement. The
former assistant principal of Roosevelt
Intermediate School, Matthew Bolton,
has taken the reins as principal of
McKinley School following the re-
tirement of Claudia Andreski.

UCC Offers Free Classes
For Area Senior Citizens

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege is offering free classes for senior
citizens as part of the Learning Is
ForEver (LIFE) Center throughout the
county. Classes will run until the week
of December 10. Registration will be
held during the first session of each
class.

The LIFE Center program provides
free college-level academic education
for senior citizens who are Union
County residents, 62 years old or over,
at off-campus locations throughout
the county. The courses are offered at
places and times convenient to the
students, mainly at community and
senior citizen centers.

Classes are free for the students,
and there is no limit to the number of
courses that an individual may take.
The courses are offered during the fall
and spring semesters only, and each
course is held for two hours a week for
15 weeks.

Those students who wish to pay for
their classes and complete the aca-
demic requirements of the course may
earn up to three college credits to be
used towards an Associate or Bach-
elor degree. The courses are usually
offered in history, fine arts, political
science, literature, health and science.

This fall, the following courses are
being offered:

In Elizabeth, at the Peterstown
Community Center (622 Salem Av-
enue), “American National Govern-
ment” will be taught on Fridays at
10:30 a.m. by Professor Lipkin, and
at the O’Donnell Dempsey Senior
Center (408 Palmer Street), Profes-
sor Bruckner will teach “Music Ap-
preciation” on Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

In New Providence, at the Senior
Citizen Center (15 East Fourth Street),
Professor Dunscombe will teach “Se-
lected Topics in Biology” on Mon-
days at 10:30 a.m.

In Plainfield, at the Senior Center
(400 East Front Street), Professor
Dunscombe will teach “Selected Top-

ics in Biology” on Wednesdays at
12:30 p.m., and Professor Coma will
teach “Introduction to Drama” on Fri-
days at 1 p.m.

In Roselle, Professor Nicoli will
teach two courses, “Painting I” on
Mondays at 10 a.m. and “History of
Art” on Mondays at 1 p.m., at the
Roselle Community Center (1268
Shaffer Avenue.)

Professor Nicoli will teach “Appre-
ciation of Art” in Scotch Plains at the
JCC of Central New Jersey (1391
Martine Avenue) on Wednesdays at
10 a.m.

In Springfield, at the Sarah Bailey
Civic Center (30 Church Mall), Pro-
fessor Gibbs will teach “American
Foreign Policy” on Wednesdays at
1:30 p.m.

In Summit, “Introduction to
Shakespeare” will be held at Sage
ElderCare (290 Broad Street) and
taught by Professor Comeau on Mon-
days at 1 p.m. Professor Gibbs will
also offer “American Foreign Policy”
at the Summit Community Center
(100 Morris Avenue) on Tuesdays at
1 p.m.

In Union, at the Green Lane YM-
YWHA (501 Green Lane), Professor
Toplansky will teach “Survey of Yid-
dish Literature” on Mondays at 1 p.m.,
and Professor Melman will offer “Nu-
trition in Health and Disease” on
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m.

In Westfield, Professor Gibbs will
offer “English History, 1485 to
Present,” at the Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing (1133 Boynton
Avenue) on Fridays at 10 a.m., and
Professor Coma will teach “Intro-
duction to Drama” on Thursdays at
2:30 p.m. at the Second Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing (1129
Boynton Avenue.)

For additional information or to
receive the schedule of classes for all
LIFE Center courses offered in the
fall, call the LIFE Center at (908)
497-4360.
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Westfield Students Launch
Research Web Service

WESTFIELD – Whether one is a
student or a casual browser of the
Internet, now there is a new web ser-
vice that automatically saves a website’s
URL address to one’s e-mail.

Two Westfield students created this
new web service, called “Notes for
Later.” Charles Cary, a 2009 Westfield
High School (WHS) graduate currently
attending the University of Chicago,
and Cheryl Wu, a senior at WHS,
launched the new research tool through
GREEDYLabs, their web-design labo-
ratory.

“Notes for Later takes notes faster
than pen and paper, and stores them in
your e-mail. The address of the site
you’ve been using and any content
you’ve highlighted is saved to your e-
mail with a click of the mouse,” said
Mr. Cary.

Since last month, more than 1,000
users have signed up.To sign up, go to
notesforlater.com and hit the sign-up
button.

Mr. Cary and Ms. Wu started work-
ing together on web development and
design a year and a half ago.

BE LINGUAL...Spanish teacher Luis performs at the Puppet Show organized by
Be Lingual! in Hoboken in 2009. See story below.

WESTFIELD - Be Lingual!, the
language program for children and
adults, will be offering Spanish, Man-
darin and French classes for children
ages 18 months to 8 at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield starting the
week of September 27, 2010. There
also will be a special program avail-
able for bilingual French children.

Be Lingual! will have an Open House
on September 21, 2010 from 4 to 6
p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, with activities and snacks
for all.

Early language learning is a gift that
lasts a lifetime.

Brain research has shown that early
language education results in substan-
tial and long-lived benefits. Benefits
include better verbal, problem-solv-

Be Lingual! Comes to Westfield
Open House: Tues., Sept. 21, 4-6 p.m.

ing and listening skills. It also pro-
motes creativity. And the earlier chil-
dren start learning a new language, the
better the results.

Early language education also en-
hances cross-cultural competency, cre-
ating a better understanding of other
cultures and respect for others. Be
Lingual’s website,
www.BeSmarterBeLingual.com, pre-
sents a summary of important research
published on this subject.

If you would like more information
about Be Lingual! or if you want to
check their schedule, you can visit their
website at BeSmarterBeLingual.com
or contact their team at (201) 656-4089
or jscott@BeSmarterBeLingual.com.
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WF Adult School Announces
New Class Offerings

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Adult
School begins its fall 2010 semester on
Monday, September 27. Class lengths
vary from one to eight weeks, and start
on different dates and times during the
semester. Most classes are held at
Westfield High School, located at 550
Dorian Road, on Monday evenings.

New classes being offered this se-
mester include “Computers for Seniors-
What is Behind the Start Button,”
“Cookies, Cookies, Cookies,” “Creat-
ing an Appetizing Cheese Board,”
“Modern Dance,” “Curves Smart Work-
out,” “Internet Marketing,”
“Storytelling Secrets You Wish You
Knew,” Reiki and Yoga, offered on
several different days. The catalogue
features the many other new classes.

One can view all of the Westfield
Adult School’s courses and register on

WestfieldAdultSchool.com or can call
(908) 232-4050 for additional infor-
mation. Online registration offers pay-
ment by credit card. One can also reg-
ister by mail or in person on Monday
evenings, beginning September 27, in
the main office at Westfield High School
and continuing each Monday evening
throughout the semester, with payment
by check or cash.

If Monday night is not convenient,
some classes are offered on other eve-
nings, and during some daytime hours
as well, at other locations (please check
the website or catalogue.)

Registered students may stop by one
of the tables or the main office in the
high school to pick up a complimen-
tary Westfield Adult School environ-
ment-friendly tote bag before one’s
first class.

WF’s Mottley Joins Wardlaw
As New Learning Specialist
EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge

School in North Edison has an-
nounced that Michele Mottley of
Westfield has joined the independent
school as one of its new learning
specialists.

Ms. Mottley, who will serve stu-
dents in the Lower School (grades
PreK-5), comes to Wardlaw-
Hartridge after a career as a class-
room teacher, special-education
teacher and gifted-and-talented pro-

gram teacher in a variety of public
school districts.

She taught in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood public schools since 1989,
and her most recent position com-
bined teaching basic skills for stu-
dents with learning issues and en-
richment to gifted-and-talented stu-
dents. She earned bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from Kean Univer-
sity, and is certified as a Learning
Disabilities Teacher Consultant.


