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Lance Opposes $50-Billion Stimulus;
Federal Spending Must Be Cut

Letters to the Editor

OPTIMIST Club of  Westfield

Thanks supporters of

2010 - Project Graduation - BASH

The OPTIMIST Club would like to thank the many individuals and businesses for their support and
contributions to help provide a safe environment for the 2010 senior class to celebrate graduation

2010 Senior Parent Contributions: Over $20,000

Optimist Club

 Of Westfield

Lead Sponsor - $ 1,955

Westfield Municipal Alliance - PANDA

Platinum Sponsor - $1,500

Westfield High School PTSO

Rotary Club of  Westfield

Gold Sponsor - $1,000

Fairview Cemetery

Westfield Area Y

Westfield Area Y’s Men’s Club

Westfield Recreation Department

Silver Sponsor - $500

Joseph DeMaio, DDS/Torin Rutner, DMD, MD

Rockn’ Joe coffee house & bistro

Wells Fargo Advisors - Mildred Tabor

Weldon Materials Inc.

Bronze Sponsor - $250

Adlers Jewelers

All American Landscape Contractors

Buontempo Homes

Thomas M. Burns, DMD PA

Coldwell Banker Realtors - Arlene Post

Cosimo’s Restaurant and Pizzeria

David Leiz Custom Woodworking, Inc.

Gersch Orthodontics

Gold Medal Fitness

Limani Seafood Grill

Mojave Grille & Isabella’s American Bistro

State Farm Insurance Agency - Christine Cosenza

Top Line Appliance

Sir Speedy Westfield

For more information about the OPTIMIST Club and Project Graduation contact:

OPTIMIST Club of  Westfield • P.O. Box 2213 Westfield, N.J. 07091

http://westfieldnj.com/optimist

Boosters - $100

Arthur P. Attenasio, L.L.C.

Arthur Scheiner

Baci Unisex Hair Studio

Brunner Opticians

Ciarrocca & Ciarrocca

Dave Rossi Photography

Dillon’s Publick House

Downtown Westfield Corp.

Ferraro’s

Friends of  Westfield Track

Galaxy Coach
Hershey’s Subs and Delicatessen

Hudson City Savings Bank

Jay’s Cycle Center

Juxtapose Galleries Inc.

King’s Supermarket

Portasoft Company, Inc.

Rosie’s Wine Bar

The Westfield Inn/Best Western

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group

Friends

16 Prospect Wine Bar & Grill

B. Kubick Opticians

Rita’s Italian Ices

Robert Treat Bakery

Salon Visage

Scott Seib Plumbing & Heating

Staples

Stop & Shop

Trader Joe’s

Xocolatz Restaurant & Grill

Over the past 21 years, approximately 85% of  the senior class has attended Project Graduation
BASH the substance-free graduation celebration sponsored by the OPTIMIST Club of  Westfield

Is YOUR family getting the sleep they need?

IIt’s that time of year again…  Back to
school!  Here are a few helpful hints:

• Gradually reset to earlier
sleep/wake times

• Set relaxing bedtime routines

• Keep regular bedtimes even
on weekends

• Limit caffeine

• Eat well and exercise

• OH, AND – create the
ultimate sleep environment….
That one we can help you
with!

    Experience….

35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ
908-322-4178

www.mattressfac.com  blog - www.flipandrotate.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

Why Vacation?
Get Away To

Your
Bedroom…

Only At…...

www.mattressfac.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

E. Hanover closed Sunday & Monday

MATTRESS FACTORY

                         
                                                                                                
                                                                                     

            
 
 
 
 
 

 

We 
Now 
Take 
Credit 
Cards! 

� Computing & Digital Photography 
� Computing for Seniors 
� Creative Arts & Crafts 
� Culinary Arts & Nutrition 
� Dance & Fitness 
� Finance, Business & Legal Issues 
� Personal Growth, Health & Safety 
� Home Improvement & Green Living 

 

 See class listing on our website, or find the print version in your 
mailbox, local libraries, and train stations. Register online, by mail or in 
person at Westfield High School Monday evenings during semester. 

Mention this ad first day of class for a free tote bag! 

Classes held Monday evenings at Westfield High School & on other days  
 at other locations  

Class lengths from 1 to 8 weeks, start dates vary  

 Fall Semester Starts September 27 
Many New Classes! 

 

� History, Politics & Philosophy 
� Personal Organization 
� Languages, Trips & Travelogues 
� Music & Performing Arts 
� SAT Prep & Driver’s Ed 
� Writing & Publishing 
� Mahjong and Bridge 
� First Aid & CPR  
              ……….and more! 

Register and see class information on our website at  
www.westfieldadultschool.com or call 908-232-4050 

Our plan to save Union County tax-
payers more than $276 million during the
course of a lease extension for the Union
County Resource Recovery Facility (the
county’s garbage incinerator in Rahway)
is beginning to take root.

Last week, we held an initial meeting
at the county administration building with
representatives of municipalities con-
tracted with our waste-disposal facility to
discuss the specifics of the plan and the
savings their taxpayers would receive.
We look forward to finalizing this plan by
the New Year, and bringing much needed
tax relief to our residents.

For the record, the 14 municipalities
that have already been contracted with
the Resource Recovery Facility to dis-
pose their solid waste would reap the
greatest savings on an annual basis from
now until 2045.

The list of the 14 towns, and their
annual savings are: Elizabeth, $697,429;
Union Township, $297,624; Plainfield,
$247,340; Rahway, $160,647; Linden,
$152,407; Hillside, $113,360; Roselle,
$93.335; Summit, $92,218; Springfield,
$73,045; Roselle Park, $59,333; New
Providence, $44,289; Kenilworth,
$32,072; Garwood, $28,155, and
Winfield, $10,306.

The seven other municipalities whose
residents use private contractors to dis-
pose of waste at the facility would also
benefit from an immediate rate decrease
set forward in the lease extension, result-
ing in lower disposal rates. Under the
lease extension terms, there will be an
immediate rate reduction in the tipping
and private haulers will be required to
pass these savings along to their custom-
ers.

In addition to these rate reductions,
after 2029, Union County will receive a

Union County News

Daniel Sullivan�

Chairman, Union County Freeholder Board �

Ch i

Lease Plan at Incinerator
Will Save Taxpayers $276 Million

10 percent share of all energy revenue
created at the facility by the burning of
solid waste — an amount totaling $86
million over the life of the lease extension
to 2045. Municipal solid waste is burned
at high temperatures in the Resource Re-
covery Facility’s combustion chambers,
and the heat is used to generate steam
which drives a turbine to produce 45
mega watts of clean, renewable electric-
ity enough to satisfy energy needs of
35,000 homes annually.

As some of you may recall more than
a decade ago, the County of Union took
the lead in restructuring the Resource
Recovery Facility, completely turning
around what was a bankruptcy situation
into millions in waste disposal savings,
and especially for those municipalities
here today that had the foresight to sign
contracts for waste disposal.

Our current plan presents yet another
such scenario, where we will be able to
extract savings from this facility through
a lease extension with Covanta, its opera-
tor. What’s best is that our plan would
provide tax relief while guaranteeing that
our municipalities maintain low disposal
rates, currently among the lowest in the
region.

What’s next? County representatives
will now approach each contracted mu-
nicipality to finalize the terms of the lease
extension, and bring the plan to fruition
by January of 2011.

This tax savings plan — its size and
scope — is something that is truly unique
to Union County and it comes at a time
when it is needed most, and especially
since governmental agencies are starving
for revenues and tax relief.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan
Candidate for Reelection

President Obama announced a series
of proposals this week to stimulate the
economy, including $50 billion in trans-
portation infrastructure spending as well
as limited tax relief for small businesses,
specifically, a permanent extension of
the research and development (R&D) tax
credit and allowing businesses to deduct
from their taxes the full value of new
equipment purchases.

For more than 18 months the
President’s tax-and-spend policies have
failed to jump start our economy. That’s
why I am opposed to spending another
$50 billion on stimulus spending that
most economists agree will have no im-
mediate impact on jobs this year. We
must instead cut government spending to
levels prior to TARP bank bailouts, gov-
ernment takeovers and trillion-dollar

stimulus programs.
And while I am pleased that the Presi-

dent is reaching across the aisle and em-
bracing targeted tax relief, like the 100
percent write-off on capital investments
and legislation to make the R&D tax
credit permanent, the most urgent eco-
nomic issue facing small businesses like
John’s Meat Market [In Scotch Plains] is
the pending $3.8-trillion tax increase ef-
fective January 1, 2011.

I once again call on President Obama
and leaders in Congress to renew the
soon-to-expire Bush tax cuts for all tax-
payers and bring some much-needed eco-
nomic certainty forward.

Rep. Leonard Lance
Congressman, Dist. 7

Candidate for Reelection

SP GOP Candidates Door-to-Door
Campaign Has Reached 1,000 Homes
Tony Patti, Sal Trifiro, and William

“Bo” Vastine, Republican candidates for
the Scotch Plains Township Council, are
already several weeks into door-to-door-
campaign to meet Scotch Plains resi-
dents. With summer coming to a close,
GOP campaign manager and former
Deputy Mayor, Paulette Coronato, has
announced that the Republican candi-
dates have already been to nearly 1,000
homes and intend on visiting voters in all
of Scotch Plains’ 22 districts before Elec-
tion Day.

“While walking door to door in the
heat of the summer months can be physi-
cally arduous, the response we have been
getting from our residents has been en-
thusiastic and refreshing,” Mr. Patti said.
“We are blessed with an intelligent elec-
torate in Scotch Plains who not only are
well versed in politics on a national and
state level, but are also in tune to issues
right here in our home town. Most are
anxious to spend the time letting us know
what is on their minds, and I look forward
to meeting as many residents as possible
in the coming weeks,” Mr. Patti said..

Mr. Trifiro added, “We want to reach
as many residents as possible to express
our vision for Scotch Plains. At the same
time, this has been a tremendous learning
experience too. We have met citizens of
all ages and many backgrounds. Some
are new to the community and some have
been in Scotch Plains for many decades

and have built our town to the great place
it is today. They all have a vision for our
town as well and it is important for us as
township council candidates to be good
listeners too. There are many issues out
there; some of which are relevant to indi-
vidual neighborhoods and some are im-
portant to the township as a whole.”

Mr. Vastine concluded, “The ideas and
opinions we have received from our resi-
dents have been fairly consistent. Citi-
zens want smaller and more efficient
government, and that goes for all levels;
federal, state, county, and municipal. In
these tough economic times, we should
be mindful of the contrasting approaches
to government being displayed by the
Obama Administration in Washington
vs. the Christie Administration in Tren-
ton. While the federal government con-
tinues to spend and run up an irrespon-
sible level of debt, state government is
contracting and doing more with less. It is
clear from our interactions with our resi-
dents that they are demanding the latter.”

Be Prepared By Gaining Skills
To Deal With Future Disasters

Today (9-11) the American Red Cross
joins millions of people across the coun-
try and around the world in honoring the
lives of those lost nine years ago when the
unthinkable happened – an act of terror-
ism resulted in the tragedy, devastation
and loss we now remember as 9/11. The
Tri-County Chapter remembers the out-
pouring of support for the victims and
their families, and the unspeakable grief
we all shared.

After the bridges and tunnels were
closed on that Tuesday, many people
were stranded in Elizabeth and surround-
ing communities. Tri-County Red Cross
volunteers set up two massive shelters for
more than a thousand people who wanted
no more than to go home to their loved
ones. Disaster mental health volunteers
began reaching out to people affected by
the tragedy, and over the following weeks
met with dozens of people who lost fam-
ily and friends that day.

Our own director of health and safety,
Maria Salamanca, first worked with the

Red Cross after 9/11. Maria was in a
neighboring building that was evacuated
after the second plane hit. She was one of
the many people in the streets running
away as the towers fell. She speaks of the
feeling of helplessness as she passed
people who needed assistance but she
didn’t have the skills to help. After she
made it back home to find her sister and
mother safe, Maria began looking into
being prepared in the event of another
disaster.

She took her first Red Cross class just
a couple weeks later, and soon after took
the classes to become a Red Cross first
aid/CPR trainer so she could teach other
people how to help in a disaster. A year
ago she became our health and safety
director and oversees the training of tens
of thousands of people every year so that,
should the unthinkable happen again, they
will all be better prepared to help them-
selves, their families and others.

It is vitally important that we all be as
prepared as possible should we be at-
tacked again, or hit by a massive hurri-
cane, or have a fire in our home. You can
make sure that you and your loved ones
are safer by learning first aid and CPR; or
arrange a free Be Red Cross Ready hour-
long presentation at your community cen-
ter, place of worship or office; donate a
pint of blood, become a volunteer for any
of our services by calling (908) 756-
6414; or make a donation to support
American Red Cross disaster relief.

Tuesday, September 11, 2001 was a
day that will live with all of us forever,
and cannot be forgotten. We at the Tri-
County Red Cross continue to mourn
those who lost their lives that day, and are
dedicated to making our communities
prepared in the event that such horrors
come again.

Nathan Rudy
Executive Director

Tri-County Red Cross

Feds Provide $12 Million For
N.J. Home Foreclosure Crisis

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development’s announcement that it has
awarded New Jersey communities $11.6
million in additional funding to help mini-
mize the negative effects of the foreclo-
sure crisis. This funding will be distrib-
uted through HUD. The grants will be
used to help communities purchase fore-
closed homes, land and property, demol-
ish or rehabilitate abandoned property,
assist low- and middle-income
homebuyers with down payment or clos-
ing costs, and manage the use of vacant
land.

The Neighborhood Stabilization Pro-
gram (NSP) was created with the purpose
of helping stabilize communities that have
suffered the impact of foreclosures and
abandonment as a result of the mortgage
crisis by facilitating the purchase and
redevelopment of foreclosed and aban-

doned properties.
This third round of grants were awarded

to communities with the highest concen-
trations of foreclosures, delinquent loans,
and subprime loans.

New Jersey grants will be distributed
as follows: Union County, $1,574,051;
Paterson, $1,196,877; Essex County,
$1,851,984; Newark, $2,018,637, and the
State of New Jersey, $5,000,000.

September 11: Remember,
Reflect and Recommit

Today [last Saturday] marks the ninth
anniversary of 9/11, when nearly 3,000
innocent people were murdered in an
unprovoked attack against our country.

To be sure, the passage of time does
not diminish the magnitude of the trag-
edy our nation suffered nine years ago.
Each innocent loss of life that day
created an everlasting and unimagin-
able void for the families and friends
of the victims and for our country as a
whole.

We stand together as a community to
remember and pay tribute to our dearly-
departed neighbors and to offer our sup-
port and comfort to the families who so
unjustly lost their loved ones.

To the Westfield families, there are no
words to adequately express our pro-
found sorrow for your incomprehensible
loss. I can only assure you that the memo-
ries of your loved ones are forever in our
thoughts and prayers and our feelings of

love and loss are forever ingrained in our
hearts.

And to everyone else, your presence
here this morning affirms the great forti-
tude and benevolence of the American
people, as we stand together as a commu-
nity, united in honoring and supporting
your fellow citizens.

We all have been deeply affected by
the horrific events that took place nine
years ago. The pain we felt then and the
pain we feel today must now serve to
bring a greater awareness and apprecia-
tion to our everyday blessings and activi-
ties. Today, let us not only remember and
reflect, but let us also recommit ourselves
to the fundamental values that built our
great nation. Let us never falter in the
defense of our American way of life.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
Westfield

SPFHS Alumni Meeting
To Take Place 9/21

SCOTCH PLAINS – The first 2010-
2011 meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Alumni
Association will be held on Tuesday,
September 21, at 7:30 p.m. in the high
school’s adaptive gym.

At this meeting, the association will
experience another innovative activity,
as the high school’s robotics team will
show off their robot.

The team recently traveled to Texas
for a worldwide competition. The pro-
gram will also include a PowerPoint pre-
sentation of the event, which took place
in Dallas, with China winning.

Alumni can enjoy the program and
refreshments. Those with questions
should call (908) 232 1468.


