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Letters to
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Law Firm Received $570,537 From
Morris County for Solar Program

County Freeholders Can’t Get Waiver
Next Year to Exceed New State Cap

Town Should Consider Returning
Crossing Guard at Intersection

Leader Story Spent too Much Time
Harping on BOE Budget Cuts

If you wonder why Union County is so
interested all of a sudden in putting solar
panels up you need only check the details
of how Morris County funded a similar
plan. Morris County bonded $21.6 mil-
lion in February of which the law firm of
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, which pushed the
project there and in Union and Somerset
counties, received $570,537. The bonds
are supposed to be repaid by the “solar
provider” over 15 years with the first
payment due August 15, 2011 in the
amount of $2,682,145. The name of the
“solar provider” is Tioga Solar Morris
County 1, LLC. I seriously doubt that this
company existed before this deal was set
up and I seriously doubt that they will
exist when that first debt payment is due
if the market for Solar Renewable Energy
Certificates, which are supposed to ac-
count for 58 percent of the debt service,

collapses leaving county taxpayers to
make good on their bond guarantee.

In selling this plan, the DeCotiis firm is
quoting savings of 25 to 45 percent, which
they conveniently fail to mention would
only be on the solar portion of the energy
used which might be about 10 percent of
the total. The savings on the total cost of
electricity, based on numbers in the Mor-
ris County feasibility study, add up to
2.36 percent, which might be hopeful
since it likely ignores the cost of subsi-
dies.

At this point you may wonder if the
decision makers in Union County have
this information and grasp it or whether
they blindly follow the direction of a
major campaign donor. I don’t.

John Bury
Kenilworth

The September 2, article “Westfield
Schools Open Today With New Admin-
istrators” spent too much time harping on
the budget cuts and its negative effects
and failed to mention the hard work the
Westfield district has put in to make this
school year one of the best despite the
loss of 90 percent of the school budget.

As a junior at Westfield High School,
I barely noticed the changes the article
put so much stress, for instance, the lack
of new computers or books and the in-
creased class size. The negative effects of
the budget cuts are not being felt by the
students because of our resourceful and

dedicated teachers who are handling the
changes with great ease and who strive to
keep the learning environment of us stu-
dents the best as it can be.

The Westfield faculty has done an ex-
cellent job overcoming the many ob-
stacles associated with budget cuts and
continuing in their assigned duties as if
there was no change. They are deserving
of a round of applause for successfully
starting the 2010- 2011 school year and
showing promise for another great year
—state funding or not.

Tess Lukowiak
Westfield

The elimination of the crossing guard
at the corner of Sycamore (Clifton) and
Central Avenues has created a particu-
larly unsafe condition for the children
who must cross at that intersection to
attend their school. According to an ar-
ticle published in The Westfield Leader
dated August 20, 2009, the town is creat-
ing a new traffic pattern that is intended to
increase the traffic on Central Avenue. In
other words, the town is anticipating even
more traffic at the intersection at the
exact time they have eliminated the cross-
ing guard.

While I realize that the town council in
no way intends for the situation to be
unsafe, the introduction of a new traffic
pattern, new lights, confusing signs in
addition to the elimination of the crossing
guard at this intersection creates a danger

for the children who walk to school. The
vast majority of the children crossing the
intersection are elementary school aged
and must cross the intersection twice, as
there are only sidewalks on one side of
Clifton side of the intersection.

As the situation now stands, students
will have to hope that the people making
legal right turns are aware that they are in
the crosswalk. I don’t think that children
trying to get to school should have to
hope that they are safe. I believe the town
should consider returning the crossing
guard to the corner, or at the very least,
install a push-button-activated four-way
stop light that would require all traffic to
stop while children cross the streets on
their way to school.

Anne Johnson Endy
Westfield

No matter what the result of
November’s election for freeholder, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders will be under the Governor’s 2
percent cap legislation. Last week I was
able to ask Governor Christie if the 2
percent cap would apply to county gov-
ernment. I’ve seen the legislation and I
knew that it would be, but the devil is in
the details. So, the next question is whether
the county could go before the Local
Finance Board, as it has in the past, for
exemption [waiver] to the existing 4 per-
cent cap. The answer was no.

So the really good news is that for the
first time the freeholders will have to go
to a public vote to be granted an override

of the 2 percent cap. This is huge. The
county budget has run under the radar of
many voters because most of us pay our
taxes with our mortgages at city hall. The
county simply gets a check from all 21
municipalities in Union County. The lo-
cal elected officials usually take the heat
for rising taxes. The freeholders often
take the glory for events, special projects
and other things funded by our property
taxes and for doling out funds from the
state and federal governments. They are
used to spending; reining in expenses
will be much harder.

Ellen Dickson
Republican Candidate for
Union County Freeholder

What Is a Walking School Bus?

Resident Questions Police Follow-up
On Burglary at Her SP Home

Martine Traffic Must
Be Considered in Rt. 22

Park Ave. Project
Many people run for local office be-

cause they want to make positive changes
in their community. However, candidates
and elected public officials also need to
be aware of what is happening in sur-
rounding communities and the potential
impact on their own town. The widening
of the Route 22 overpass in Scotch Plains
is a case in point. Recently, I’ve have
been taking notice of the progress at the
Park Avenue/Route 22 overpass in Scotch
Plains and realize the changes and road-
way improvements will have a direct
effect on the safety and welfare of
Fanwood residents.

Fortunately, my running mate for the
borough council is the retired Fanwood
Police Chief Tony Parenti. Leveraging
Tony’s nationally-recognized expertise
in traffic safety and years of experience in
Fanwood coupled with my analytical
skills and experience in problem solving,
together we can make a difference.

It is becoming clear that as progress
develops, the improvements will do little
to relieve the vehicular traffic on Martine
Avenue in Fanwood. We need to find
ways to keep Martine Avenue safe with
efficient traffic movement especially in
our business district.

To that end, Tony and I undertook an
on-site inspection of key points on the
roadway and we realize the need for
aggressive efforts to find ways to deal
with the inevitable. We know the Martine
Avenue bridge, built in 1926, needs im-
mediate attention. We know the Route 22
overpass improvements will increase
Martine Avenue traffic. We know traffic
congestion on Martine Avenue will shift
unwanted vehicular and truck traffic on
to local streets. We know there has to be
a plan on how to deal with these prob-
lems. We know we have a plan.

We have also taken note that a new
grocery market has recently opened, and
a convenience store will soon open near
the corner of South Avenue and Terrill
Road. Although this may seem meaning-
less, it could affect pedestrian and ve-
hicular traffic patterns that will require
attention. These observations point out
that there are significant changes going
on in and around Fanwood that necessi-
tates authentic leadership that recognize
changes and effectively move forward by
dealing with whatever “spill over” may
occur. In short, we need elected officials
focused on getting things done.

Councilman Tony Parenti and I are not
politicians, but practical people with the
necessary background and knowledge to
deal with rapid growth. We will reach out
to our neighboring municipal officials to
discuss changes that may occur in either
jurisdiction that may affect our borders.
This is exactly the kind of leadership I’ll
provide and I hope to have the opportu-
nity to serve on the borough council work-
ing for real solutions for Fanwood.

Jason Benedict
GOP Cand. for Fanwood Council

Girl Scouts Honor Beloved Mayor
With Garden at Rescue Squad

To Help Ourselves and Others Be A
Better And Safer Community

There are many things residents can do in their neigh-
borhoods and towns to improve life, be safer and fill
voids on matters previously taken for granted – where in
the past, services were expected to be provided by local
governments. It’s evident now to most that government
is too costly, that expenditures must be controlled – so do
we return to the old fashioned way? – “God helps them
that help themselves” – Ben Franklin.

The recent discussion of loss of a portion of the school
crossing guards comes to mind. Councilwoman Joann
Neylan of Westfield this week in a letter points to the
“Walking School Bus (WSB)” program as an example.
In this program, parents of each school organize and
undertake assignments amongst themselves to walk
groups of children to school. This seems like a practical,
useful and satisfying way to help out. We urge you to
contact your school if you’d like to be involved.

About a decade ago, a March windstorm toppled trees
and destroyed the dugout at Booth Field in Scotch Plains.
A group of dads and a contractor in town got together and
rebuilt the dugout for the youth baseball league. It
instilled pride. The job was done without consultants and
the lowest public bidder. It’s still there now and the kids
really enjoy it.

The Westfield Jaycees, a service organization since
1953 (Junior Chamber of Commerce) painted over graf-
fiti at the train station in 2003. The group implemented
the Child Shield Program in 1966. According to Craig
Stock, 2003 Jaycees president, “The goal of the Westfield
Jaycees Child Shield Program is to designate at least two
homes on every block where children may go to seek the
assistance of a responsible adult in emergency situa-
tions. In conjunction with the Jaycees, the Westfield
Police Department teaches children in school how to
recognize the brightly colored red, white, and blue
shield. The children are instructed that in times of

emergency, a home bearing this shield is a safe haven.”
There have been complaints that the roof of the Scotch

Plains Volunteer Fire Department is leaking. Is it pos-
sible with all the great craftsmen in the township that
volunteers could get together and fix it? — Sort of like
the old-fashioned barn raising?

The Friends of Mindowaskin are an active service
group that keeps the Westfield park and pond the great
treasure that it is. Congratulations to them.

Members of garden clubs go around our towns and
beautify our streets. The women enjoy doing it while
everyone appreciates the flowers. It helps eliminate the
“broken window” syndrome, too, and enlightens all
visitors that we care about our towns.

Perhaps the examples above are the easy ones to deal
with. They are successful, however; and they demon-
strate how each one of us can make a difference.

A tougher issue to deal would be house burglaries that
seem to be more frequent today. There is nothing more
maddening than being robbed, being powerless — along
with the feeling of being violated. Even in the best of
times, the police can’t be everywhere. The answer is not
more police officers – it’s not practical. Somehow, the
answer must lie within ourselves to organize in neigh-
borhoods, to be on-guard and to protect each other.

We’re not sure the “Neighborhood Watch” program of
the past is the answer. Perhaps there is a more modern
version of a self-help crime prevention program for
neighborhoods that doesn’t turn us all into vigilantes
packing Smith and Wesson — yet goes toward eliminat-
ing the evil.

We’d like to hear your ideas, and the ideas of our
officials, for pitching in — to help ourselves and to help
others be better and safer communities. Send us your
stories and we’ll share them. Please send an e-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

The air is crisp, the days are getting shorter and school is back
in session. As chairperson of the town council’s Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Committee, I want to welcome back
to school all of our students and their parents. I also want to talk
about an important program called the Walking School Bus.
This is not a new program, in fact, it has been around and
working here in Westfield for at least a couple of years. It is the
goal of the Public Safety Committee to increase and expand this
program.

What is a Walking School Bus? Like a vehicular school bus,
a walking school bus has a defined route and an adult “driver”
who follows the route to school, picking up students at “stops”
along the way. Parents can know that their children are safely
escorted to school. The Walking School Bus program is funded
by a grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation,
under its Safe Routes to School program. The Town receives
support for the program from The B.R.A.K.E.S. (Bikers, Run-
ners and Kids Are Entitled to Safety) Group, a volunteer
organization that promotes pedestrian safety and the board of
education along with the town council and the Westfield Police
Department.

Recently, there has been an increased emphasis on getting
people to leave their cars at home and walk around Town. One

of the important facets of this effort has been to encourage our
children to walk to school. Westfield elementary schools will
celebrate the annual Walk Your Child to School Day on Wednes-
day, September 22. There are so many benefits to walking your
child to school.

By walking to school, we cut down on gas emissions which
helps our environment, we ease up congestion on the streets
around the schools which promotes safety, we teach our children
the value of outdoor exercise and, of course, we get to spend time
with our children doing something positive. Walking your child
to school may be a small gesture, but I venture to say, it is time
well spent and a memory worth making.

Westfield has a rich history of volunteerism. We are such a
great town because of the type of person who lives here – the
type of citizen who sees a need and graciously steps in for the
betterment of the community. This year, especially, we are
hoping more people will step in and join the Walking School
Bus. Information about the Walking School Bus program will be
available at your school on September 22 at the annual Walk
Your Child to School Day. Thank you and please feel free to
contact me at jneylan@westfieldnj.gov.

Joann Neylan
Westfield Councilwoman

I would like to report a robbery at my
house (as it was not printed in the papers
at all.) I am a resident of Roberts Lane in
Scotch Plains. On Friday, August 20, we
had gone out from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 pm.
I did not realize of the crime until the next
morning at 5 a.m. I immediately called
the police. The detective took two finger-
prints and tried to find how the thieves
had broken in and exited.

They broke in the house through a
window, the screen of which could not be
found (which my husband found later by
the fence of our house). After some time
they left saying sorry and clearly stating
that I should not have any hopes of recov-
ering anything. They gave me a sheet to
report the lost items. At 8 a.m., I started
calling up all my neighbors and asking
them if they saw somebody. Later that

evening my neighbor (who was on vaca-
tion) who lives three houses across from
me realized she, too, had been robbed.

By talking and looking at the obvious
we constructed the sequence. They came
to my house first and then my neighbor.
Not just us, the burglars tried to rob a
house on Acacia Road and then a house
on Mountain Avenue. Four robberies in
one night! My story, henceforth, contin-
ues. Monday morning I was at the police
station and wanted to talk to someone.
Believe you me, no one was available to
talk to me. The reason was due to back log
from the weekend. I was not a priority
case. Three weeks have passed and I
wonder if the police have done anything
to find the burglars. Whose fingerprints
did they find? Did they inform the pawn
shops of the robberies?

All I had was 24 carat gold. The bangles
and antiques earrings were absolutely
unique, something I can vouch nobody
would possess. If I were to look at my
jewelry I could immediately pinpoint as
being mine because of the color and de-
sign of the jewelry. My loss consists of
the precious pieces of jewelry, which
were antiques and passed down to me.
Everything had a sentimental value at-
tached to them. I really enjoyed wearing
them and I will miss it all.

I called up the detective who is han-
dling my case, be he never called me
back. Who should I talk to? Can anyone
give me a lead? Maybe its time for Scotch
Plains residents to form a citizens’ forum.

Maria Ali
Scotch Plains

With the passing of their friend, Mayor
Robert Viglianti, Mountainside Girl
Scouts wanted to do something special to
honor him.

With Earth Day just upon them, plant-
ing a memorial garden seemed appropri-
ate. They chose the piece of land in front
of the rescue squad entrance. Not only
was the front of the rescue squad in des-
perate need of a makeover, but the perfect
place to plant a memorial garden for their
mayor. This was a place that was loved by
all and a place that Mayor Viglianti first
dedicated his time and service to.

With a lot of thought and planning,
troop leaders from 40599/40185 and

40517/40695, along with a generous do-
nation from David Williams of Williams
Nursery in Westfield, this project be-
came a reality.

This once vacant spot is now filled
with lots of beautiful green bushes, shrubs,
colorful perennials and flourishing annu-
als. A place that all can see and visit. A
place in honor of their friend, Mayor
Viglianti.

The Mountainside Rescue Squad loves
their new garden.

Corinne Moore
Vice-President,

Mountainside Rescue Squad

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cuirass – A brestplate of leather
2. Tawie – Tame
3. Renidification – The act of building

another nest
4. Temiak – An Eskimo coat made of

bird skins

YIRD
1. Vast; unending
2. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
3. Strong beer or ale
4. Scottish for earth

LAURIN
1. A fatty, acrid, crystalline substance

contained in the berries of the laurel
2. A harem slave
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light

THESMOTHETE
1. An interpreter; translater
2. A pretender to learning; a quack
3. A legislator or lawgiver
4. A clairvoyant

PROTERANDRY
1. Renewal or restoration
2. The maturation of the male organs of

reproduction in advance of the female
organs

3. Abundant; plentiful
4. An early stage or beginning

Our Troops Really
Enjoy Your Support

The Support Our Troops Committee
(Westfield) needs support from your read-
ers to continue. Our cash donations and
donations of goods to ship are very lean.
We’ve been shipping 10 cases of goods,
nine times a year, and we hope to con-
tinue as long as our troops are deployed
overseas in war zones defending our coun-
try in this War on Terrorism.

We have three drop off points for goods
— The Westfield Library, RE/MAX Prop-
erties at 200 North Avenue, East and the
American Legion Hall (after 2 p.m. at
1003 North Avenue, West, Westfield).

We know times are hard, but these men
and women put their lives on the line for
us daily. They really enjoy the goodies
we send, especially chips, pretzels, hard
candies, beef jerky, peanut butter crack-
ers, unscented wipes and small toiletry
and stationary items. Thanks to all our
supporters in the past and the future.

Pete Hogaboom
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help


