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Interns Gain Experience
In Kean’s Legislative Office

Former Gov. Florio Urges
Atlantic City Action Plan

TRENTON – Editor’s Note:
Former Governor Jim Florio released
the following statement concerning
Governor Chris Christie’s advisory
commission’s report on Atlantic City:

“Governor Chris Christie’s advi-
sory commission’s report on how to
improve the economic environment
in Atlantic City is thoughtful and
balanced. The commission’s recom-
mendations focus on how New Jer-
sey can expand both its tourism and
its economy; this is a goal everyone
can and should support, because the
entire state will benefit. In these chal-
lenging economic times, New Jersey
needs to take every step possible to
create a pro-growth economic envi-
ronment, and the commission’s rec-
ommendations will do just that.

“New Jersey’s casino-industry re-
sorts employ 38,000 people and sup-
port nearly 60,000 additional jobs
across the state. They spend nearly
$2 billion a year with small-business
vendors in all 21 counties, and pro-
vide funding for government pro-
grams that provide transportation and
prescription drugs to seniors and the
disabled, paying nearly $900 million
in taxes.

“New Jersey’s high unemployment
is obviously a cause for concern. We
would be foolish if we did not take
every step possible to create an envi-
ronment where one of our biggest
employers can grow and create new
jobs for our unemployed residents
throughout the state. Atlantic City
supports nearly 2,000 small busi-
nesses here in New Jersey. An in-
crease in Atlantic City’s tourism and
revenue will mean real dollars in the
pockets of New Jersey small-busi-
ness owners and their employees, who
live and work in all 21 counties of the
state.

“Atlantic City is the second largest
tourist destination in the United
States, with nearly 34 million visi-
tors last year alone. However, the
economic downturn and new gaming
competition in neighboring states
have reduced revenues for the resort.
The commission’s plan focuses on

transforming Atlantic City to make it
a more attractive and competitive
venue expressing its unique cultures
such as the beach, its boardwalks and
its world-class Convention Hall. This
plan will help New Jersey effectively
compete against neighboring desti-
nations.

The report calls on the state to
reduce the regulatory costs, while
monitoring standards of integrity and
empowering the local stakeholders
to innovate and revitalize what is
already a multi-billion-dollar indus-
try.

The specific recommendations fo-
cus on expanding non-gaming ameni-
ties and cleaning up the streets. This
could bring an overwhelming influx
of new tourists into the state. The
potential for growth is limitless.

A cleaner and safer Atlantic City
will not only lure more convention
business and tourists, it will improve
the quality of life New Jerseyans en-
joy across the state.

Atlantic City revenues foot nearly
half the bill for vital government pro-
grams that provide transportation and
prescription drugs to senior citizens
and the disabled. We are all aware of
the challenging fiscal crisis our state
is wrestling with; programs across
the board are having their funds re-
duced. Increasing Atlantic City’s rev-
enues will directly increase funding
for these essential programs that New
Jerseyans rely on.

Atlantic City has been, and will
always be, an integral part of New
Jersey’s economy. Implementing the
recommendations of the Governor’s
Advisory Commission, a true public-
private partnership, will increase tour-
ism, create jobs and make Atlantic
City a better place to live and work
for all of its residents.

I urge the Governor and the Legis-
lature to quickly turn these recom-
mendations into a reality. And I urge
private industry, labor and leaders
from across the state to come to-
gether to adopt this blueprint.

If Atlantic City thrives, our whole
state benefits.

Jonathan O’Hea for The Westfield Leader
ANY WORDS OF ADVICE?...Democratic Congressional candidate Ed Potosnak,
left, met with United States Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), right, and State
Democratic Chairman John Wisniewski at the N.J. State Democratic Committee’s
first statewide picnic Sunday at Burkes Park in Sayreville.

GAINING VALUABLE EXPERIENCE...State Senator Tom Kean, Jr.’s 2010
summer intern crew awaits its assignment at a recent Senate Republican event.
From left to right are Richard Chandler, Andrew Tomasello, Betsy Thode,
Michael Calavano and Drew Obergfell.

WESTFIELD — Twelve students
completed internships this spring and
summer in the legislative office of
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr.

The senator noted that the students
also benefit from the internship expe-
rience. “Interns are an extremely im-
portant part of our legislative team.
They come to work eager and willing
to help the citizens of New Jersey,
and in return, they gain insight and
knowledge on how the state govern-
ment operates,” he said.

Intern duties include answering tele-
phone calls, assisting constituents in
obtaining information from various
state agencies, researching legislation,
drafting responses to constituent in-
quiries, coordinating meetings and
scheduling items, and attending dis-
trict events, Mr. Kean noted.

“My internship was a fascinating
look at government behind the scenes.
I met all kinds of officials, including
the Governor’s nominee for the New
Jersey Supreme Court. I’ve always
read a lot about all levels of govern-
ment in newspapers and magazines,
but it was awesome to experience it in
person, and see how it really works,”
said Andrew Marino of Westfield, a
student at Notre Dame University.

Andrew Obergfell of Cranford, a
student at Drew University, said that
the internship helped him further
shape his plans for the future. “As a
political science major and a possible
future politician, this internship has
allowed me to observe the day-to-
day demands and requirements of
being a state senator. This first-hand
experience has complemented my

class study and has given me insight
into the workings of state politics.”

This year’s interns were: Michael
Calavano of Clark, a student at Bos-
ton College; Richard Chandler of
Millburn, a student at Rutgers Uni-
versity; Henry Chapman of Short
Hills, a student at Millburn High
School; Crystal Lee of Dover, a stu-
dent at The College of New Jersey;
Justin Lee of Westfield, a Westfield
High School student; Andrew Marino
of Westfield, a student at Notre Dame
University; Andrew Obergfell of
Cranford, a student at Drew Univer-
sity; Brittany Stromko of Roselle
Park, a student at American Univer-
sity; Elizabeth Thode of Cranford,
formerly of Westfield, a student at
Michigan State University; Andrew
Tomasello of Little Silver, a student
at Christian Brothers Academy; Grace
Tung of Livingston, a student at
Emory University, and Mateusz
Zacharski of Plainville, Conn., a stu-
dent at Rutgers University.

Additional information about in-
ternship opportunities may be ob-
tained by calling (908) 232-3673.

MAKE 10 PURCHASES WITH YOUR PROVIDENT 
VISA® DEBIT CARD

HAVE ONE DIRECT DEPOSIT OR AUTO DEBIT 

GET PAPERLESS eSTATEMENTS VIA ONLINE BANKING

This account is so smart, it rewards all balances, no matter
how small. It’s easy to qualify and earn ATM fee refunds2

and a great $mart rate each statement period when you:

1-800-448-PROV
ProvidentSmartChecking.comMember FDIC

HOW DOES
YOUR CHECKING
MEASURE UP?

1Non-promotional 3.01% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on daily balances up to $25,000 (0.65% APY paid on that portion of your daily account balance above $25,000), each 
statement period that the qualification requirements are met. If you do not meet the qualification requirements for a statement period, your account will still function as a free checking
account earning 0.25% APY; however, it will not receive ATM fee refunds for that time period. APYs in effect as of 8/2/10. This is a variable rate account; we may change the APY at
any time after the account is opened. No minimum account balance required, however, you must deposit a minimum of $50 to open this account. Withdrawal/transfer restrictions
apply; ask for or see account disclosure for details. Available to consumer/personal account holders only. No monthly service charges. 2All nationwide ATM fees will be refunded 
provided qualification requirements are met. *Provident $mart Checking is powered by BancVue.

EARN

NO MINIMUM ACCOUNT BALANCE!

3.01%1APY
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Giveyourself
a reason to smile.

Call today to take advantage of our
complimentary new patient examination
and four bitewing check-up x-rays.
(a $176.00 value)

We look forward to seeing you!

Dr. Nina O’Connell offers personalized dentistry
to meet your individual needs. Dr. O’Connell will
listen to your dental concerns, allay your fears
and put together a custom designed treatment
plan to give you the smile you deserve.

Dr. O’Connell uses the most advanced dental
technology to achieve a beautiful healthy smile.
This includes anxiety freeWaterlase dentistry,
porcelain veneers, in-office whitening and
tooth colored fillings.

Nina D. O’Connell, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel. 908.654.0095

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Farmers Market  

Saturdays
July 10 

to
October 30 

8:30am - 2:00pm
South Avenue Train Station

Westfield

...fresh produce, delicious baked goods, 
gourmet nuts and loads of family fun!

Vendors:
Donaldson Farms

Gourmet Nuts & Dried Foods
High Mountain Foods

Lithuanian Bakery
Peaceful Valley
Skeba Farms

Sponsored by:

First State 
Bank

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer” for

Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908 301 9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

FW GOP to Honor
Jung at Dinner

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Re-
publican Committee is honoring
former Mayor Louis Jung with a din-
ner on Saturday, September 25 be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Knights of
Columbus Hall, located at 2400 North
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Prior to serving as mayor, Mr. Jung
served on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education and on the bor-
ough council.

Tickets for the event are $60 per
person or $100 per couple. Checks
can be made to the order of the
Fanwood Republican Campaign
Committee and mailed to Joe Britt,
160 Tillotson Road, Fanwood, N.J.
07023. For further information, call
Mr. Britt at (908) 889-5791 or Tony
Parenti at (908) 322-8583.

AAA, County Police to
Conduct Car-Seat Inspections

SPRINGFIELD — Certified child-
passenger-safety technicians will con-
duct child-seat inspections at the AAA
Car Care Center in Springfield on
Saturday, September 25, as part of
National Child Passenger Safety Week.
The technicians, members of the Union
County Police Department, will work
in conjunction with AAA seat techni-
cians from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. The
AAA Car Care Center is located at
135 Route 22 East in Springfield.

Known as “Seat Check Saturday,”
the event is held annually during Na-
tional Child Passenger Safety Week. It
is designed to provide hands-on assis-
tance in the proper use of child-safety
seats. According to the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), nearly three out of four
child-safety seats are improperly in-
stalled in vehicles.

According to NHTSA, in 2008,
approximately 244 children under the
age of 5 avoided fatal injuries in a car
crash because they were properly re-
strained in a child-safety seat or booster
seat. Parents can provide a good ex-

ample for their children by buckling
up themselves whenever they ride in a
car.

To maximize child passenger safety,
parents and caregivers should follow
four basic rules: ·Read the
manufacturer’s instructions to both
the car seat and your vehicle for proper
installation advice; face the child safety
seat in the proper direction. Infant
seats always face backwards; secure
the child snugly in the car seat. Al-
ways buckle the seat’s harness system
securely to hold the child safely in the
seat. In addition, parents should se-
cure the child car seat using the proper
vehicle restraint system. Anchoring
the seat properly utilizing the vehicle
restraint system is critical. A seat that
is not buckled securely to the car can
tip over, slide sideways or, in a crash,
be ejected from the car.

The Union County Police conduct
car-seat inspections every Wednesday
and Thursday, between the hours of
7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m., excluding ma-
jor holidays. For information, call
(908) 789-6830.


