
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 10 Thursday, September 16, 2010 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Paid for by Ellen Dickson for Freeholder:  Nora Bani, Treasurer  33 Ridge Road, Summit NJ 07901

Jonathan O’Hea for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POWER BROKERS...New Jersey State Democratic Chairman John Wisniewski,
left, greets United States Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), right, and State
Senate President Stephen Sweeney at the N.J. State Democratic Committee’s first
statewide picnic Sunday at Burkes Park in Sayreville.

Courtesy of Angus McDonald
NEWS FROM THE FRONT...Roman soldier Maximus I, stationed at Fort
Arbeia in South Shields, UK near Hadrians Wall reads Westfield Leader news
from the last month. Mr. “Big Steve” Richardson portrays the Roman soldier for
visitors at Her Majesty’s museum in South Shields.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING TO THE MEAT OF THE MATTER...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
campaigns for reelection in Scotch Plains last week at John’s Meat Market on
Park Avenue. Pictured, left to right, are owners Vince and John Losavio with Rep.
Lance.

ing and bureaucracy.
Heading the list of reforms is a

local sewerage authority, he said,
which was created so the town could
stay within the current 4-percent cap
on tax levies without cutting services.

“It’s not a gimmick. It’s a mecha-
nism by which we can accomplish
what we need to accomplish. In hind-
sight, it was absolutely the right thing
to do, and I would do it again, be-
cause going into this budget year we
were in much better shape than other
towns who didn’t do these kind of
mechanisms,” he said.

Mr. Bratti said the council chose
not to take another option of defer-
ring the township’s pension obliga-
tions for municipal employees. “It’s
not getting rid of the obligation; it’s
just deferring it to the next year,” he
said, money which he said would
have had a higher interest rate on the
repayment of debt.

Addressing the new 2-percent cap
on tax levies, Mr. Bratti said a hard
cap would eliminate the option of
raising taxes anytime the council faces
a revenue shortfall.

“I think it is good to have a restraint
coming out of Trenton that tells us
‘here’s how far you can go. You can’t
go any further,’” Mr. Bratti said. “By
the same token, I would like to see
Trenton loosen up some of the man-
dates that we have.”

When asked about a proposed 15 to
22-percent hike on municipal water
rates by  New Jersey American Water,
Mr. Bratti responded, “Because of the
cap, it becomes a quality-of-life issue,
because it means a reduction in other
services to meet that bill.”

Mr. Bratti favors arbitration reform
to give towns more options when
settling labor contracts. He also wants
the state to remove a requirement that
all contractors with government con-
tracts must pay prevailing union
wages which, he said, results in higher
project costs.

Mr. Bratti said he does not see big
savings initially from merging the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood police
departments, as recommended in a
shared services report prepared by a
private consultant and just released
by the two municipalities.

For instance, he questioned how
one of the two police chief positions
would be removed. He said creating
chief and police director positions, as
has been typical when police depart-
ments are merged, would not gener-
ate cost savings.

He said moving to one versus two
police department buildings would
save money, as one of the buildings
could be sold. Also, he said, civil
service reforms would be needed from
Trenton, as Scotch Plains has a civil
service hiring process while Fanwood
does not. Mr. Bratti said moving the
township’s dispatch services to the
county would likely produce savings
similar to what Fanwood will garner
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Councilman Bratti

affects your property taxes,” and that
“no tools have been given to us” to
help municipalities stay within the
mandated 2-percent budget cap.

Mayor Mahr said people “have a
right to be angry” and “fed up” about
property taxes and other issues and
said it is  hoped that the town hall
meeting will provide an opportunity
for “dialogue.” “We haven’t had the
chance as a community to come to-
gether in a long time,” she said.

Mayor Mahr also confirmed the
dates for two “public forums” that
will focus on a joint Fanwood-Scotch
Plains shared services study, which
was completed late last year and just
released this week.

The two evening forums will be
held on Wednesdays, October 13 and
November 10; more information is
available at visitfanwood.org.
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Reservation.
“We need smaller government

and we need to start merging ser-
vices together,” he said. “It doesn’t
take a brain surgeon to realize that
smaller, more efficient government
is beneficial to the people, and it’s
going to cost them less in the long
run.”

Mr. LeStrange, a retired Scotch
Plains police officer who ran for coun-
cil in 2006, said merging the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood police depart-
ments “would save hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars” by reducing the
number of chiefs to one, creating one
police station, reducing the cost of
telecommunications services paid to
the State Police by both towns, phones
and computer networks. He said
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Scotch Plains Democrats
Scotch Plains has a 47-man depart-
ment, with Fanwood employing 20
officers. Mr. LeStrange feels a com-
bined department would include 59
officers.

“And you would still have boots
on the ground, because safety is
obviously paramount,” Mr. Glover
said.

Mr. Marcus commented that, “I
don’t think it (shared services) car-
ried the same weight [a few years
ago] that it does today. Now people
have an understanding of what it
means, and it is not just something
that’s being given lip service.”

Mr. Marcus said the results need to
be “shared” with the public and re-
viewed by all council members. “At
least share the results,” he said.

“If everything makes sense (merg-
ing police, public works, construc-
tion offices, etc.)…and they result in
economic reductions of costs, it
makes sense to go that way,” said Mr.
Marcus.

“The reality is we have to do it,”
Mr. Glover said, noting Governor
Chris Christie’s administration is
going to measure state aid “based on
how you run your government.”

Addressing the state’s newly im-
posed 2-percent cap on tax levies,
Mr. Glover said, “Everything is ne-
gotiable,” citing phone, water and
utility bills , and the number of em-
ployees in a specific department.

Mr. Marcus questioned how much
individual taxes would increase un-
der a 2-percent cap. Mr. LeStrange
said the Legislature must approve
“tool box” reforms such as the ability
to remove the town’s civil service
system and reductions in pension
costs.

Mr. Glover also was critical of the
township’s website, saying video-
taped council meetings have not been
put on the site since March. He also
wants dog licenses, the master plan,
information on zoning matters and
planning and zoning board meeting
dates on the website. He said he re-
ceived no council support to hire a
part-time webmaster at $7,000 a year.
He noted he also wants better content
on TV-34, the township’s local cable
access channel.

Mr. LeStrange said the township
“has done nothing in the past 25 years
to move forward on technology, to
move forward with innovations.” He
wants a web employee “dedicated to
have everyone in town (hall) go
paperless.”

Mr. Marcus said at the very least,
the township should update its voice
mail to remove the names of former
Township Manager Tom Atkins and
ex-Mayor Martin Marks, as well as
other former employees, including
one who is deceased.

When asked why they are running
for office, Mr. Glover said, “I really
love what I do…It has been a privi-
lege and an honor to work with a lot
of citizens in Scotch Plains,” adding
that he wants to continue that ser-
vice.

A 50-year Scotch Plains resident,
Mr. LeStrange said public service “is
just ingrained in me to make this town-
ship what it should be,” adding that he
feels the township has not been run
efficiently over the years. “I’ve got to
pitch in and help,” he said.

Mr. Marcus, who grew up in Scotch
Plains, said, “Anything that I can do
to make my community a better place
I would like to do…I want to give
back to my community.”

with its recent county agreement.
When asked if merging of the towns

was ever discussed as part of the
shared service committee’s proceed-
ings, Mr. Bratti said, “I don’t think it
was off the table from the beginning.
It certainly wasn’t, in my mind, off
the table from the beginning.”

“I think what residents of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood are going to look at in the
end is, ‘is it going to bring my property
taxes down? And how are my services
going to be affected?’ That’s what they
really care about,” Mr. Bratti said.

He said the township needs to re-
view all its contracts annually to see
if changing contractors or vendors
would save the municipality money.

“I think what we (Scotch Plains)
could do is be an example to
Trenton…that you don’t have to be
partisan politics; you don’t have to be
at each other’s throats on every issue.
You can work together and get things
done, and you can do the right thing
and still get elected – hopefully,” Mr.
Bratti concluded with a pause.

scribed as a potential operator of the
restaurant, told the board that the
eatery will be open seven days a
week for lunch and dinner, with hours
from 11:30 a.m. to about 2 a.m. Mr.
DeNave said parking for restaurant
patrons would be available in the
municipal lot, along Park Avenue and
in other nearby township parking lots.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a subdivision application for
Anthony Tittanegro and Carmen
Caruso to split a 13,400-square foot
lot at 2036 Mountain Avenue into
two lots, raze the existing house and
build two new single-family homes.
No variances were requested.
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Cranford Twp. Committee, by 4-1 Vote,
Ends Fight and Concedes to Builder’s Suit

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday backed the
settlement of a lawsuit filed by a
developer seeking to build a three-
story housing complex on 555 South
Avenue.

After nearly two hours of public
comment, most of it in opposition,
the committee voted 4-1, with Com-
missioner Daniel Aschenbach as the
dissenting vote, to approve the settle-
ment with Lehigh Acquisition Corp.,
which had filed a builder’s remedy
lawsuit in January 2008 accusing
Cranford of failing to provide an ad-
equate number of affordable housing
units to residents, as required by vari-
ous court decisions over the past sev-
eral decades.

Mayor Mark Smith called the settle-
ment “the best thing to do in this
situation,” and said the township’s
affordable housing obligations will
be satisfied. An earlier court ruling
had found that Cranford was not pro-

viding adequate low- and medium-
income housing.

Commissioner Aschenbach, how-
ever, advocated taking the case “as
far as it will go,” raising the specter of
numerous new housing units being
built as a result of the settlement. He
verbally sparred with the mayor
throughout the meeting over the ac-
tual number of affordable housing
units that will be required. Prior to
casting his vote against the settle-
ment, Mr. Aschenbach urged town-
ship officials to meet with the
property’s owner to see if an agree-
ment on a mutually-beneficial devel-
opment can be worked out.

The property at 555 South Avenue
is expected to be developed into a
housing complex with 160 or so total
units, 24 of which will be earmarked
as affordable housing. Residents who
spoke at Tuesday’s committee meet-
ing raised concerns about the impact
of the new development on the local
school system as well as traffic in and
around the already-congested down-

town commercial district.
Commissioner Mark Dugan, in

casting his vote in favor of the settle-
ment agreement, said it would “not
be prudent” for the township to con-
tinue fighting the lawsuit and incur-
ring additional legal fees, which he
said were already “astronomical.”

In other business, at its nearly three-
hour meeting, the committee ap-
proved resolutions waiving fees for
new signs and awnings in the down-
town business district between Octo-
ber 1 and December 31. Another reso-
lution approved on Tuesday states
that during that same time period,
any new business opening will re-
ceive one free six-month employee
parking permit.

WF Hears Objections
To Central Ave. Project

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town council
heard complaints from residents along
the Central Avenue corridor regarding
the construction of a traffic light and the
removal of a crossing guard at Sycamore
Avenue at Tuesday night’s meeting.

Adina Enculescu, on whose property a
traffic light was installed, called the Cen-
tral Avenue project “illogical and irre-
sponsible.” She said that her property has
been devalued because of the traffic light
installation.

Ms. Enculescu told the council that the
traffic light and crosswalk installation in
front of her home makes it difficult for
her to leave her driveway, and “is not
safe” for pedestrians to cross. Ms.
Enculescu’s home is the second house
from the intersection of Clover Street and
Central Avenue.

Maria Carluccio said that she and many
of her neighbors agree that for a traffic
light and crosswalk to not be located at an
intersection “is a terrible idea.”

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said the lo-
cations of the crosswalk and traffic light
were chosen at the recommendation of
the town’s traffic safety engineer.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said that in 2005, a brochure
was mailed to all Westfield residents
with a list of traffic “hot spots” which
included the Central Avenue corridor. He
said that many meetings were held with
“hundreds” of residents in attendance.


