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Courtesy of Nancy Lama
THE TONGUE AND THE RESTLESS...There was a lot of excitement at Scotch Plains’ Evergreen Elementary School, as
the students returned for their first day of school earlier this month. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mac Ferrone, Sophia
Lama, Olivia Fiore, Owen Ferrone and Henry Bowman.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HARLEYS AT THE HOLLAND...Many hundreds of firefighters from several
states on their Harley Davidson motorcycles with police escort queue into the
Holland Tunnel on Saturday morning, September 11, 2010, convoying to com-
memorate those murdered at the Twin Towers in New York City – 3,000 people
in all, including 500 firefighters – by terrorists on September 11, 2001.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOLEMN REMEMBERANCE...Family, friends and residents pay tribute at the
Westfield 9/11 Memorial to the memory of those who were killed from Westfield,
Scotch Plains and from the nation during the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001 in New York City, Washington D.C. and Pennsylvania.  Above, a relative
places flowers at the memorial of See-Wong Shum.

Restaurant Approved for
Former Mezzogiorno Site

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday unanimously
approved site plans for a new restau-
rant and two new floors of apartment
units at the site of the former
Mezzogiorno Restaurant on Park
Avenue.

LCD&K Warren Property Associ-
ates plans to expand the former res-
taurant, which closed earlier this year,
to enlarge the kitchen slightly and
also to add a covered outdoor dining
area along the building’s north side,
adjacent to the parking lot at the
municipal building. Vincent DeNave,
a principal with LCD&K Warren,

told the board that construction will
begin “as soon as possible.”

The upper floors will contain eight
two-bedroom apartments. Parking for
renters will be in the rear of the build-
ing, where 16 spaces will be avail-
able. Stairway and elevator access to
the apartments will be at the back of
the building. There was some discus-
sion about who would be able to use
the parking spaces, and it was agreed
to let the building’s owner decide
how to allocate the spaces between
the apartment users and the restau-
rant.

The restaurant’s new outdoor seat-
ing area, which will be about 400
square feet, according to architect

Mark Marion, will be located where
the existing driveway leading from
Park Avenue is currently located.
Several board members mentioned
the possibility that the small piece of
property in front of the municipal
parking lot — the so-called hedge
property — may be developed into a
commercial building at some point in
the future. Board chairwoman
Paulette Coronato suggested some
type of buffering with plants so that
al fresco diners are not looking at the
side of a building.

Michael Brennan, who was de-

Bratti Says Reforms Work;
Help Needed From Trenton

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – With eight
candidates seeking three seats on the
Scotch Plains council this fall,
Dominick Bratti said he is counting
on Republicans, Democrats and In-
dependents to support his campaign.

During an interview Friday in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times of-
fices, Mr. Bratti pointed to a change
in township attorneys, from Brian
Levine to Jeff Lehrer of the Warren-
based law firm of former Governor
Donald DiFrancesco and state Sena-
tor Kip Bateman (R-Somerset), as
the primary reason he was bounced
by the township’s GOP committee.

“Marty Marks did not like that
(replacing Levine as township attor-
ney). He basically riled people up…to
put his slate of candidates in posi-
tion,” Mr. Bratti said. “[During] the
screening process, there was a fac-
tion that packed the room with some
people that I had never seen before
showing up to vote against me. I felt
that the voters were really cheated by
that, so I felt I had to run.”

He said the committee’s decision
came five months after he won a 600-
vote margin of victory to the council
last November. Mr. Bratti said that,
as an attorney himself, he recused
himself from voting on the township
attorney.

“I consider this election to be a
referendum that we’re not going to
cave to political pressures; we’re still
going to do the work that we think
needs to be done, regardless of which
side of the fence a particular person
falls,” Mr. Bratti said.

Mr. Bratti was named by the GOP
committee two years ago to fill a

vacancy left when Nancy Malool was
elected mayor.

“Quite frankly, I think they (GOP
committee) are upset with the re-
forms that Nancy Malool and myself
and Mary DePaola…have put in
place,” he said. He said Mayor Malool
“has been true to her word, trying to
rise above partisan politics and do the
right thing” by cutting wasteful spend-

Fanwood Borough Council OK’s
Revised Redevelopment Plan

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At the regular
monthly meeting Tuesday night, the
borough council approved, on sec-
ond reading, an ordinance to revise
the downtown Redevelopment Plan.

Resident Joe Britt, chairman of the
Fanwood Republican Committee,
asked for an explanation of some of
the revisions, which the borough’s
redevelopment consultant, Stan
Slachetka, characterized as “clarifi-
cations” and “not changes to the in-
tent of the plan.”

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis

added that some of the revisions in-
corporate “minor” recommendations
suggested by the planning board.

These include limiting the number
of driveways along South Avenue
within the redevelopment area; re-
quiring new downtown development
to use “high quality” building mate-
rials; and incorporating certain ar-
chitectural design “features” such as
clear glass windows on first floor
retail businesses to ensure visibility.

Resident Harry McNally asked
whether the redevelopment plan in-
volves “eliminating parking.”

Mayor Colleen Mahr responded,

“You can be fully assured that the
redevelopment area has plenty of
[residential and commuter]
parking…for what we’re proposing.”

On another matter, a group of Pop-
lar Place residents attended Tuesday
night’s meeting to address the ongo-
ing issue of residential driveway-
width regulations.

The borough has been discussing
potential revisions to the regulations,
specifically whether to allow “double-
wide” driveways to have matching
“curb cuts,” or whether standard curb
cuts should be required even when
double-wide driveways are permit-
ted.

Resident Michael DelCorsano pre-
sented the governing body with a list
of “benefits” associated with allow-
ing wider driveways and curb cuts,
suggesting that safety would be im-
proved if more people could park
their cars off the street.

“We’re all here to preserve and
increase our property values,” Mr.
DelCorsano added.

Linden Slaugh, also of Poplar
Place, said, “It does not increase safety
to have cars in the streets.”

Another resident, Stacy MacNulty,
expressed her “concern” that the is-
sue has been unresolved for two years.
She also cited a “visibility problem”
when there are lots of cars parked at
the curb and she tries to back out of
her driveway.

Former Councilwoman Donna
Dolce suggested that changing the
driveway and curb cut regulations
“could have an underlying ripple ef-
fect on other neighborhoods.”

“There’s more here than meets the
eye,” Ms. Dolce said; she advised
leaving the ordinance “the way it is”
and then allowing for variances as
appropriate on a case-by-case basis.

Mayor Mahr confirmed that there
will be some changes made to the
regulations this year and that curb
cuts are the major issue.

Councilman Mike Szuch said the
planned revisions will address “quite
a bit more of what the ordinance
needed” to cover.

“I think you will be surprised,” the
councilman said.

Mayor Mahr, acknowledging that
the issue has been unresolved for
some time, said, “We’ve kind of taken
or our time in order to get it right,”
adding, “You will see changes by the
end of the year.”

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell, during council reports, an-
nounced that Fanwood’s police dis-
patching is expected to be turned
over to the county this week.

Ms. Mitchell said Fanwood will
have backups on hand during the
switch-over, just in case, but she said,
“they’ve thought of just about every
contingency.”

The switch to county dispatching
is expected to save the borough about
$230,000 during the first three years.

Mayor Mahr announced that resi-
dents would receive their state Home-
stead Rebate applications packages
in the mail starting Saturday, Sep-
tember 25.

However, Mayor Mahr noted that
the rebates are being administered in
a “very different method” this year;
instead of residents being mailed
checks, most of the money is being
sent to municipalities.

The mayor said once the borough
gets the money, it would have to
calculate the proper amount for each
homeowner and then send out tax
bills reflecting a “credit” in that
amount.

Noting that there will be “a lot of
work involved at the local level,”
Mayor Mahr characterized the change
as “an unfunded state mandate” and
“another way that we’re seeing a ser-
vice pushed out of Trenton…and
down on us here in Fanwood.”

In announcing a “town hall” meet-
ing at Fanwood’s Presbyterian Church
on Monday night at 7 p.m., Mayor
Mahr said, “A lot is happening that

Dominick BrattiCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Dems: Town Could Do
Better on Finances, Website
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TOWNSHIP ISSUES...Democratic candidates for Scotch Plains Township Council
discuss their ideas for governance with editor Paul Peyton last week at The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times office. Pictured, left to right, are: Neal LeStrange, Michael
Marcus, Councilman Kevin Glover and Mr. Peyton.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Democratic council candidates are
focusing on fiscal issues impacting
the township, from the municipality’s
telephone carrier to whether merging
police departments with Fanwood
makes economic sense.

Looking at the decision last year to
create a separate sewer utility in or-
der to remove this expense from the
municipal budget and bill residents
separate for these costs, Councilman
Kevin Glover said, “the funds were
there to avoid having to create this
separate entity, which has clearly had
a significant impact on our commu-
nity.” He said the council was only
$200,000 over the statutory 4-per-
cent cap on municipal tax levies.

“The state had made arrangements
for us to borrow money at a very
attractive rate. We could have used
our surplus money, which we clearly
had,” he said.

Mr. Glover said he had proposed,
three years ago, to save the township
$35,000 on telephone bills. “That’s
$105,000 that should have been in

our treasury that continues to go out
the door,” he said. He said the town-
ship pays $55,000 annually in phone
bills.

He said he also sought freezing
salaries and requiring larger employee
contributions on health insurance. The
councilman also wants municipal
contracts reviewed to see if better
options are available.

“Everything needs to go under the
microscope and be reevaluated,”
added Michael Marcus, one of Mr.
Glover’s running mates this year.

Mr. Glover also was critical of the
fact that a shared services report for
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, prepared
by a consultant from a $48,000 state
grant, is only being released now,
after council members in both towns
received it in February.

Neal LeStrange chimed in that
“government is too big, not only lo-
cal government, but I am talking
county and state.” He questioned why
both the county and local police and
the county and Scotch Plains public
works departments, double up on the
same roadways, as well the Ashbrook
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