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Music Lessons - All Ages
Instruments & Voice - All Ages

Kids’ Programs
Instrument Rentals

Performance Ensembles
Westfield Summer Workshop

Where Talent & Creativity Develop

150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield

908-789-9696

www.njworkshopforthearts.com

A nonprofit organization                 
established in 1972
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Broadway Classics
Checked Out at

Garwood Library
By ERIC NIERSTEDT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — In late August, the
Garwood Public Library offered a
different kind of learning experience.
Rather then using books, the library
offered a program on great compos-
ers of Broadway and American clas-
sical music, given by veteran per-
former Nina Duetsch.

Ms. Duetsch, who is a graduate of
both Juilliard and Yale, has spent
many years as a character actress and
piano soloist. She has appeared on
NBC and BBC television, and was
the first woman to play American
classical music in China. Recently,
she has been licensed to work on
piano transcriptions of Bob Dylan’s
work.

Ms. Deutsch took the stage after a
brief introduction from Head Librar-
ian Carol Lombardo welcomed the
audience.

Ms. Deutsch began to the evening
with a quote from composer Richard
Rodgers: ‘Most people think music
is either too good to be popular or too
popular to be good.” Rodgers was
examined later, as Ms. Deutsch then
spoke on George Gershwin.

While certainly informative, Ms.
Deutsch made sure to keep away from
the realm of pure “lecture” by drop-
ping in some surprising facts. These
included how Gershwin taught him-
self to play on friends’ pianos, how he
desired greatly to be a classical com-
pose and how, despite all his work, he
was not recognized as great until
after his death.

Ms. Deutsch then performed some
of Gershwin’s famous songs (“Em-
braceable You,” “Someone to Watch
Over Me”), encouraging the audi-
ence to sing along (all members had
lyric sheets passed out to them for
every song performed).

As the songs were quite short, Ms.
Deutsch played them twice, allowing
the audience a second chance to sing
(which they took to happily). Ms.
Deutsch herself was impressive, as
she played keyboard and sang along,
in a voice that seemed to come from
a 1920’s phonograph.

This set the format for the night, as
Ms. Deutsch moved on to Jerome
Kern (“Look For the Silver Lining,”
“All The Things You Are”) and Irving
Berlin (“Always”).

Both men were also given excel-
lent life stories. Ms. Deutsch told
how Kern famously sold his collec-
tion of first-edition books to the
American Society of Composers,
Authors, and Publishers for more than
$1 million in 1929.

Berlin had many more charitable
contributions, giving the royalties to
“Always” and “God Bless America”
to his wife and the Boy and Girl
Scouts of America. He also put on a
traveling show that raised $10 mil-
lion in the 1940s, which he donated
to the war fund.

The final two composers of the
night were Richard Rodgers (“Isn’t It
Romantic?”, “Edelweiss” from The
Sound of Music) and Cole Porter (“In
the Still of the Night,” “Night and
Day”).

Here, Ms. Deutsch proved more
then a few surprising facts about
Rodgers. After considerable sup-
port from his parents and friends,
he went into stage music, and his
classic, The Sound of Music, ended
up grossing a half-billion dollars in
1959. She also mentioned how
Rodgers worked with only two lyri-
cists in his career, most famously
Oscar Hammerstein, who was re-
vealed as a drunk.

Ms. Duetsch described Porter as
someone who had a perfect early life,
with his rich family and doting
mother, but he was not initially suc-
cessful. It was only after help from
Berlin that he became popular.

Porter also displayed great deter-
mination in his later years, as a
riding accident forced the amputa-
tion of one of his legs. He never
stopped writing, as demonstrated
by the sad and questioning “Still of
the Night.”

Ms. Deutsch then ended the night
with a final sing-along of “God Bless
America” and a Q&A with the audi-
ence, discussing her love of perform-
ing for people and how it eventually
led her from cruise-ship entertainer
to Broadway and, finally, to the
Garwood Library.

WHS Alum Documents Appeal
Of ‘Twilight’s Home in Forks, Wash.

By MAGGIE FRAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SEATTLE – “Most stories like this –
you can’t go to a tangible place and
actually see it and touch it and be in it,”
said Forks High School (located in
Forks, Wash.) Principal Kevin
Rupprecht in the 2009 documentary
Twilight In Forks: The Saga Of The
Real Town. The setting’s notoriety
comes from being the spot on which
author Stephenie Meyer based the vam-
pire-based fantasy book series “Twi-
light.”

The 82-minute documentary was ex-
ecutive produced by Westfield High
School Class of 1977 alumnus Peter
Cowles and licensed through the net-
working of fellow ’77 alum Michael
Bartok, then released in March of this
year. Mr. Cowles spoke with The
Westfield Leader and The Times over
the phone from his law office in Seattle
last week about the journey to docu-
ment how Forks, Wash., became a tour-
ist destination for Twilight fans.

“York Baur’s (another producer of
the project besides award-winning di-
rector Jason Brown and Mr. Cowles)
family had a cabin in Forks, which is
about four hours north of Seattle. About
three years ago, traffic started to get
more significant. He said ‘What’s go-
ing on?’ His wife is a fan of the ‘Twi-
light’ books, and my wife has read
them. We thought it would be good to
do a documentary on what happened in
town. We’ve all spent time in Forks.
There’s a rich history and tradition:

Native American, mining, then log-
ging.”

The area’s chamber of commerce
tracked 6,000 unique visitors who
signed its logbook in 2006. That num-
ber went up the 10,000 in 2007 and
18,400 in 2008. By 2009, the number
had risen again to 23,700.

Both Mr. Bartok and Mr. Baur have
connections to film-production studios
in Hollywood, so they hired a crew to
start filming and then presented their
cut to Summit Entertainment, who then
picked up the project and gave them
more money to finish the documentary.
“Once Summit Entertainment got wind
of it, they made it better,” Mr. Cowles
explained.

More than 20 hours of film was
edited down to a little over an hour and
20 minutes. “There were so many
people who we interviewed,” Mr.
Cowles continued. The sheriff, shop
owners, faculty and staff at Forks High
School and members of the Quileute
people (Native-Americans) are just
some of the teenagers and adults inter-
viewed about how the film has changed
their lives in Forks.

Forks is known to many nature lov-
ers at the gateway to Olympic National
Park, but for ‘Twilight,’ fans it is where
the love story between the mortal teen
Bella Swan and immortal vampire Ed-
ward Cullen takes place. While it took
the local librarian to get the town up to
speed on the literary phenomenon that
is the ‘Twilight’ series of novels, the
townspeople of Forks have embraced
the economic growth that comes with
being a famous locale. A majority of
those who participated in the film
thanked Ms. Meyer for what she’s done
for their town.

The film contains a segment featuring
a bus tour that goes around Forks and
stops by where the various characters’
homes are supposedly inspired. The
Cullen house, as described in the novels
(not portrayed in the film versions), is a
Victorian-style house that is actually an
inn. Susan Brager, the owner of Miller
Tree Inn, labeled her mailbox “Cullen.”
She was first aware of the fan base in
2005, when, as she said, “ A teenage girl
from Arizona and her father came to stay
with us. She asked us where Forks High
School and Forks Hospital was located.
I believe that was our exposure to our
first ‘Twilight’ fan.”

The documentary shows that the high
school has set aside lockers for Bella
and the Cullens, who attend Forks High
School. In the parking lot, there is an
area set aside for the famous “accident”
that fated Bella and Edward together. A
parking space at Forks Community
Hospital is also reserved for Dr. Cullen.
The tributes throughout the town con-
tinue with a pickup truck similar to
Bella’s parked out front of the Forks
Chamber of Commerce.

The project was shot from the spring
of 2009 up through the fall, including
Bella’s birthday celebration in town on
September 13.

As the interview wound down, Mr.
Cowles described the town he cur-
rently lives in (Ballard, a neighborhood
located in northwestern Seattle, Wash.)
and how it compares to Westfield.

“I miss the town and people” of
Westfield,” he said. “Living out here,
it’s got its own movie theatre [but it’s
not the Rialto] and ice cream store. It’s
part of historic Seattle. It’s almost the
‘Westfield of the West.’”

Mr. Cowles and the film note that the
town has hosted fans from all over the
world because the books of fiction “tran-
scend.” If one cannot travel to Forks,
Wash., Twilight In Forks: The Saga Of
The Real Town is a must addition to
every Twihead’s collection.

Courtesy of Roy Groething
A PLAY ‘MADE WHOLE’...Warner Miller, as Gabriel, and Kim Zimmer, as
Christine, star in the Premiere Stages at Kean University/Playwrights Theatre of
New Jersey’s co-production of Lost Boy Found in Whole Foods.

‘Lost Boy’ Is Quite a Find
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Imagine – that’s
what main character Gabriel (Warner
Miller) invites the audience at Pre-
miere Stages, the professional the-
atre at Kean University, to do. “Imag-
ine your entire family is gone, and the
lion is now coming for you.”

The co-production of Premiere
Stages at Kean University and Play-
wrights Theatre of New Jersey pre-
sents Tammy Ryan’s heartbreaking
story of the Lost Boys of Sudan in her
dramatic play, Lost Boy Found in
Whole Foods. This is a serious, up-
lifting drama with beautiful writing
and incredible acting.

Actress Kim Zimmer, best known
for her years playing Reva Shayne in
the TV soap opera “Guiding Light,”
heads the cast of the play that opened
at the 100-seat Zella Fry Theatre at
Kean University on September 3.

Ms. Zimmer brings tender cred-
ibility to the role of Christine, a
middle-aged mother of feisty 15-year-
old Alex (Alexandra Rivera), a typi-

cal angst-filled gal. Christine, who
has recently been through a conten-
tious divorce, displays compassion to
Gabriel, an amiable young black man
working in the produce department in
the local Whole Foods grocery store.
She wants to know more about him
and do what she can to help him.

Gabriel’s ubiquitous smile dims
when Christine refers to him as one
of the “Lost Boys.” That label places
him in a group rather than seeing him
as an individual who went through a
horrific experience, as he escaped
genocide of his villagers by walking
hundreds of miles from Southern
Sudan to Ethiopia and then to Kenya
after their villages were destroyed in
Sudan’s second civil war.

Gabriel is a fictional representa-
tion of one of the approximate 17,000
boys — some as young as five or six
years old — who walked more than

630 miles from their homes to relo-
cate in refugee camps after facing
starvation, animal attacks, slave trad-
ers and government troops along the
way.

Approximately 4,000 boys came
to the United States from the Kakuma
Refugee Camp in Kenya during the
time period of 2001 – 2005. In
America, they were encouraged to
find jobs, get an education and go
back to the Sudan to become the new
leaders in the country.

Christine, a perennial volunteer,
wants to make a difference in the life
of this young man, who works long
hours and takes classes at the com-
munity college. Social worker Segel
(Trish McCall), who gives attitude a
capital “A” with her tough-love policy,
adheres to the “What can you do for
me?” philosophy.

“If you really want to help him,”
Segel tells Christine, “have him move
in with you, so he could quit his job
and go to school full-time and finish
college in one year.” Christine does.
But her fantasy plans laden with lovely

family dinners and meaningful
mentoring don’t go well.

In his zeal to send money back to
the refugee camps in the Sudan to
family members, Gabriel continues
to work extra hours, exhausting him-
self. “I’m a rat going in a circle,” he
tells Christine.

He scurries from nightmares of
crocodiles that attacked and killed
his brother, to his waking dream of
returning to the Sudan to find his
mother, who he believes is alive.

Warner Miller, as Gabriel, is un-
forgettable. His soft, brown eyes and
magnetic, toothy grin permeate and
punctuate all of his sentences. His
flavorful accent transports the audi-
ence across the miles of the Atlantic
to the refugee camp in a number of
his soliloquies.

Jamil Mangan is terrifyingly real
in the role of Panther, an older Lost
Boy who is cosmetically made to
look the part of the boys from Africa
who had no bottom teeth and scars on
their foreheads, the sign of manhood.
Panther’s is another fascinating story
for a sequel to this play.

Michael, (David M. Farrington), a
former Catholic Charities worker in
the play, poignantly asks the ques-
tion, “Why did we bring them here if
we’re going to give up on them?” He
compares them to seeds that need to
be replanted in their homeland.

The seeds of education and infor-
mation are planted in this thoughtful
work of Tammy Ryan, who actually
worked with Lost Boys in 2003. “I
knew this story needed to be told,”
she said in the playbill. With display
items and posters lining the hallway
and the foyer in the Vaughan–Eames
building at Kean giving further back-
ground of the Lost Boys, the audi-
ence gets a glimpse of the horror the
Sudanese boys went through.

Powerfully acted, and marvelously
directed by John Pietrowski of the
Playwrights Theatre of New Jersey,
the play utilizes Joseph Gourley’s
visually interesting set, which is ar-
tistically lighted by Nadine Charlsen.

The show runs weekends through
September 19, with matinee and
evening performances. Call (908)
737-7469 for tickets or visit kean.edu/
premierestages.

WCP Announces
Open House, Sept 12
WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-

munity Players (WCP) has announced
an open house for prospective mem-
bers and volunteers Sunday, Septem-
ber 12, from 1 to 3 p.m. with light
refreshments.

Located at 1000 North Avenue West
in Westfield, the open house is for
anyone interested in learning more
about the operations of a community
based, non-profit theater and willing
to give their time to support the new
season of four shows.

If one is a director looking for a
new theater in which to work, or a
thespian who wants an outlet close to
home, consider dropping in and see-
ing the theater, scene shop and stage,
all under one roof.

President JoAnne Lemenille said,
“It is a great opportunity to come see
what WCP is about and to help us get
ready for our new season beginning
this October.”

She also added that all skills are
needed, from stage crew, set con-
struction, costumes, makeup and ush-
ers to box office and facilities.

Besides, she added, even if one has
no theater skills, WCP has plenty of
folks willing to train a new genera-
tion of backstage and office workers.

“Imagine your entire family is gone, and the
lion is now coming for you.”

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com

