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Where Imagination Leads to Discovery
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

Pre-K, Children, Teens & Adults

FALL SESSION STILL FORMING

500 North Avenue East, Westfield  (908) 654-5663

All Levels Welcome

Ask About Our High School Portfolio Class

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO
424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

Tel: 908.233.9094
E-mail: carolynklingerkueter@mac.com

Web Site: carolynmusic.com

Piano Preparatory and
General Music Classes for 4-6 year olds

Piano Lessons for 5 ½ year olds and up
Digitally Mastered CD’s

Adult Piano Lessons
Staff with 100+ Years of Teaching ExperienceFor more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740 

e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

• Acting and Creative Dramatics Classes
• Private Coaching available for Presentations, 

Auditions, Bar and Bat Mitzvah Speeches
• Scout Badge programs available
• New! Teens Perform in Original Plays!

Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES AND COACHING FOR ALL AGES

classes begin September 22

Now enrolling for 
Fall Session

Chansonettes of WF
Seek New Members

WESTFIELD – A local group, The
Chansonettes of Westfield is seeking
seeks new voices as members begin
rehearsing for their holiday tour, en-
titled “Share the Season.”

The group will perform this De-
cember at several locations in the
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood area, as well as
at Runnells Specialized Hospital. The
program will feature songs celebrat-
ing the winter holidays and will fea-
ture songs, including “Jingle Bell
Rock,” “Bidi Bom,” “Canon of the
Bells” and “River in Judea.”

The Chansonettes, an all-women’s
singing group, performs its holiday
concert series in December and a
spring concert series in May of each
year. The women rehearse once a
week on Wednesday nights at the
Presbyterian Church on Mountain
Avenue in Westfield, under the direc-
tion of Jean Schork and accompanied
by Mel Freda.

The group is currently looking for
new members who enjoy singing and
gathering with friends. Anyone need-
ing more information regarding up-
coming concerts, interested in join-
ing the group or booking a future
concert may call presidents Jackie
Costello, at (908) 789-5819, or Amy
Herrington, at (908) 317-5910.

Registration Open For
Fall Classes at Guild
RAHWAY – Registration is now

open for fall classes for adults, teens
and children at Arts Guild New Jer-
sey (formerly The Arts Guild of
Rahway). Multi-week studio art
classes begin the week of September
22. Classes run weekly for eight
weeks.

Adult classes are offered in morning
and evening sessions. Morning classes
include Expressive Watercolor on
Wednesdays, Oil Painting: Basic and
Beyond on Thursdays and Drawing
from Life and Reference on Fridays.

Six evening classes are offered for
the fall semester: Adult Drawing on
Mondays, Painting with Oils, Acrylic
Painting, and Watercolor on Wednes-
days and Beginning Stained Glass
and Intermediate/Advanced Stained
Glass on Thursdays.

Class space is limited, so early
registration is encouraged to ensure
enrollment. To register for classes,
call (732) 381-7511, e-mail
artsguild1670@verizon.net or visit
agnj.org.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

Smartly taking you into its confi-
dence, director Daniel Stamm’s The
Last Exorcism forgoes many of the
hokey mechanisms that can com-
promise this horror sub-genre. Too
bad screenwriters Huck Botko and
Andrew Gurland couldn’t come up
with something better than the cop-
out finale that concludes the other-
wise well-crafted mockumentary.

Coming clean from the get-go with
a ploy about not being able to kid a
kidder, Louisiana minister and exor-
cist, Cotton Marcus, explains his
raison d’être. Hailing from a long
line of respected demon chasers, the
admitted fraud contends he has none-
theless satisfied a psychological need
in many troubled souls. But enough
is enough. He quits.

Hence, to finalize and commemo-
rate his farewell, the charlatan
charmer agrees to allow his last Devil
expulsion to be filmed. Randomly
choosing from the latest urgent mis-
sives requesting his services, he is
soon headed for Louis Sweetzer’s
rural Louisiana farm. It seems live-
stock is being slaughtered.

No biggie. It’s almost always live-
stock, relates Patrick Fabian’s splen-
didly realized Cotton Marcus, a man
apparently as comfortable in his skin
as he is in his professional rationale.
All the same, he is jarred a tad when,
upon entering the grounds, a young
man assaults his van with a rock. Uh
oh, it’s Caleb (Caleb Landry Jones),
Louis’s son.

But no, he’s not the problem, the
highly religious farmer clarifies. It’s
Nell, his naïve and innocent 16-year-
old finely emoted by Ashley Bell.
Things have been tough ever since
Mom died of cancer. Mistrustful of
the secular world, the widower has
been homeschooling his children.
No rocket scientists will emanate
here. Just a possessed kid.

Naturally, or perhaps supernatu-
rally, things are not what they seem.
Or, maybe they are. In any case,
we’re not going to know right off,
and soon find ourselves inching to-
ward seat’s edge, captured in an an-
ticipatory web superbly woven by
director and cast. Louis Herthum’s
portrayal of the farmer is a tragic
study in anguished desperation.

He is a perfect case in point, a
prime patsy for those who feed on
humankind’s superstitions and irra-
tional fears. And therefore, per Min-
ister Marcus’s rationalization, the
only recourse is to humor him with
all the Booga Booga he needs to
believe that Satan has been excised
from his poor, besieged daughter. In
other words, it’s show time.

Here the camera cuts away to the
van for a candid stage whisper from
Rev. Marcus as he regales us with

The Last Exorcism:
Speaking of the Devil

his box of tricks, from a smoking
cross to a sophisticated sound sys-
tem that conveniently slips right up
his sleeve. But we correctly suspect
that it’s not going to be a simple case
of spiritual prestidigitation this go-
round. The cauldron has been stirred.

To tell too much more of the story
could mean my own exorcism from
the Film Critics Coven. Suffice it to
note, what follows is a horror varia-
tion on a drawing room whodunit,
with occasional splats of blood to
remind us that something or other
sure means business. No one among
the small cast escapes suspicion.

Our curiosity is primarily piqued
by Reverend Marcus’s confident de-
meanor. He has let us in on his se-
cret. Yet almost as beguiling is how
Mr. Sweetzer buys into the exorcism
thing, hook, line and incantation.
What’s his story? Plus, if it isn’t
Beelzebub making things go bump
in the night, someone else sure is. A
seed of doubt is planted.

This is, after all, a horror flick,
and sooner or later the real fright
factor is going to jump out and rear
its ugly manifestations right in our
face. But it’s in no hurry, and while
slowly unraveling his plot, director
Stamm uses the time to say a few
poignant things about the evils of
superstition. Still, we are on guard.
Maybe he’s setting us up, jiving us.

There’s no relaxing. The low-key
tension builds so thick you can cut it
with the proverbial knife…probably
a dirty, rusty, blood-dripping knife
that’s being wielded by whatever or
whoever is killing the cows. Then
again, the enlightened clergyman’s
regular assurances that there is a
rational answer to all this eeriness
have us waffling.

The isolated, creepy location, re-
plete with spooky farmhouse and
outbuildings, heightens the angst.
Nevertheless, only the most gullible
– like the folks who don’t believe I
was born in America – will really
think this is a legitimate documen-
tary. But unlike the Blair Witch
Project (1999), it doesn’t hinge on
that. We’ve tacitly agreed to play
along.

Yet, an inherent oxymoron plagues
this movie. If it’s being shown in
theaters, then,  evidently, the rever-
end and his crew, and not a boasting,
film-confiscating Satan, survived to
tell the story. We suspect the truth
will storm in from left field. But
alas, our patience and anxiety prove
for naught when The Last Exorcism
settles for a contrived ending.

* * *
The Last Exorcism, rated PG-13,

is a Lionsgate release directed by
Daniel Stamm and stars Patrick
Fabian, Ashley Bell and Louis
Herthum. Running time: 87 min-
utes.

Fanwood Performance
Series Returns on 9/11
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts

Council and Mayor Colleen Mahr
announced the opening fall show of
the Fanwood Performance Series, to
be held on Saturday, September 11 at
7 p.m. at the Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Center.

The September 11 performance
will feature Peirson Ross, with a short
opening set by Brian Celardo. A
singer-songwriter, Mr. Ross crosses
the boundaries of traditional folk
music with his experimental, world-
influenced melodies.

Mr. Celardo will perform a selec-
tion of acoustic blues and country/
folk from his 20-year partnership with
the late Mike Higgins of Angst For
The Memory.

Refreshments will be sold on the
patio during the intermission. The
suggested donation for the Fanwood
Performing Arts Series is $7, ($5 for
seniors and students); parking is free,
and the refreshments are inexpen-
sive. To learn more, see
fanwoodperformanceseries.org.

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Yes, Labor Day has passed, and the
calendar says September – but this
doesn’t mean that summer is over.
What’s the big rush to say goodbye to
the northeast’s favorite season?

Some like summer’s warm air so
much, that when the crisp fall air
starts blowing, they flee for warmth
of the Florida sun. So why is it then
that, although according to the calen-
dar, the official end of summer is not
until the third week of the month,
there is this urgency to wrap it up at
the end of August?

True, schools are back in session;
summer vacations
are finished, and
retailers are show-
ing fall fashions,
but summer
weather continues
throughout Sep-
tember. So why not
relish the season
until the end? In-
stead of the cus-
tomary fall and/or
back to school
recipes, I’ve decided to stay focused
on summer recipes.

Two months ago, I spent some time
in sunny (hot) Florida, where I devel-
oped a new appreciation for the or-
ange. I had never given the round
juicy fruit, named for its color, too
much thought until my recent visit to
the Sunshine State.

Then I bit into the sweetest, juici-
est, tastiest orange I have ever eaten.
It made me realize that there really is
something to this Florida orange
thing. Oranges grown and eaten there
are simply better; similar to Hawai-
ian pineapples. But that shouldn’t
stop us from enjoying them right here
in Westfield.

These recipes all include the use of
oranges or orange products. The first
is a cold orange soup to be served as
a first course, although it would make
a great intermezzo.

Like fine wine, a small portion is
recommended. The main course,
Barbecue Orange Chicken, contin-
ues the theme. The final recipe is a
healthy dessert also made with or-
anges.

With these recipes, you can enjoy
summer for as long as you want it to
continue.

Orange Vichyssoise
INGREDIENTS

1 ½ cups apple juice
1 teaspoon fresh squeezed lemon juice

1/ ½ teaspoons dark brown sugar
1 cinnamon stick

3 apples, cored, peeled and cut into 8
wedges (McIntosh, Rome or any sweet red

apple)
½ teaspoon vanilla extract

2 cups orange juice
1 cup half and half

Garnish: 1 orange slice and 1 mint leave

PROCEDURE
In a large pot, combine the apple juice,
lemon juice, brown sugar and cinna-
mon stick. Cover and cook over a
moderate flame until warm. Add the
cinnamon stick and the apple wedges.
Continue cooking until the apples have
softened or about 20 minutes. Re-
move the cinnamon stick and add the
vanilla. Let cool. Pour into a food
processor or a top-of-the line blender
and pulse until blended. Add the or-
ange juice and half and half. Pulse and
chill for at least two hours (overnight,
preferred). Blend before serving. Serve
chilled with a garnish of sliced orange
and a sprig of fresh mint.

20 servings
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Orange Recipes
For Sunny September

Barbecue Orange
Chicken

INGREDIENTS
4 – 5 cloves garlic, roasted

1 jar (18 ounce) orange marmalade
¼ cup orange juice

1 tablespoon brown sugar
1 tablespoon soy sauce

1 teaspoon vinegar
5 pounds boneless chicken breasts

PROCEDURE
Wrap the garlic cloves in tin foil and
roast in a 400-degree oven for 20
minutes. In a mixing bowl, mash the
garlic. Add the orange marmalade,

orange juice,
brown sugar, soy
sauce and vinegar.
Mix well. Pour
half the marinade
into another bowl.
Coat the chicken
with the sauce and
let chill for at least
30 minutes. Barbe-
cue the breasts un-
til cooked through
or about seven
minutes per side.

Brush some of the remaining mari-
nade on the chicken as it cooks. Use
the rest as a dipping sauce. Be sure to
discard of the marinade used for
marinating the chicken.

4 servings

Healthy Orange
Sundae

INGREDIENTS
¼ cup macadamia nuts

2 oranges, cut into segments*
¼ cup walnuts, chopped

Garnish: shredded coconut
Optional: maple syrup

PROCEDURE
Spoon the macadamia nuts in the
bottom of a parfait glass or a wine
glass. Fill with orange segments.
Sprinkle with the walnuts and coco-
nut. Pour maple syrup over the top, if
using and serve.
*Fresh oranges can be substituted
with canned orange segments.

Barbecue Orange Chicken

New Jersey Youth Theatre
Fall 2010 Classes To Begin

Courtesy of Warren Westura

Lauren Campbell, of Cranford, as “Maureen” in New Jersey Youth Theatre’s

summer 2010 production of RENT. See article below.

ROSELLE PARK – The award-win-
ning New Jersey Youth Theatre (NJYT)
is proud to announce that its Perform-
ing Arts School’s 19th season of classes
for students age 5 to 23 will begin the
week of October 12.

Registration sessions for classes in
Drama, Voice, Musical Theatre and
Dance will be held Tuesdays and
Wednesdays, September 14, 15, 21,
and 22 from 4 to 8 p.m. at the New
Jersey Youth Theatre studio, located at
172 West Westfield Avenue in Roselle
Park.

Semester 1 classes will be offered
October 12, 2010 through February 2,
2011; Semester 2 classes will run from
February 7, through May 11, 2011.

New Jersey Youth Theatre is cel-
ebrated as one of the most critically
acclaimed youth theatre companies in
New Jersey. The National Youth The-
atre recently announced that it is hon-
oring NJYT’s production of Sweeney
Todd with nine awards, including “Best
Musical,” “Best Actor and Actress”
and “Best Director.”

Drama critic Peter Filichia of The
Star-Ledger honored NJYT’s Sweeney
Todd with four 2009-2010 New Jersey
Obie awards, including Best Revival
and Best Director to Cynthia Meryl,
artistic director of New Jersey Youth
Theatre and director of NJYT’s recent
summer smash hit, RENT, at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center and the
Algonquin Arts Theatre.

New Jersey Youth Theatre also re-
cently received its second consecutive
Citation of Excellence from the New
Jersey Council for the Arts.

The mission of New Jersey Youth
Theatre (formerly Westfield Young
Artists’ Cooperative Theatre or
WYACT) is to: provide the highest
quality theatre-arts education and
on-stage experience to aspiring
young performers and technicians
interested in entering the profes-
sional arena.

NJYT classes are designed to pre-
pare young performers for auditions
and the professional stage. Ms.
Meryl, NJYT Executive Director Ted
Agress and the school’s esteemed
faculty instill in young artists the
importance of commitment and dis-
cipline in all areas of the performing
arts. Students develop the confidence
and tenacity needed not only to pur-
sue a career in theatre, but also to
face any challenge in life.

NJYT’s Beginners, Intermediate, and
Advanced Acting classes concentrate

on improvisation, character develop-
ment and scene study. The program
offers three levels of Musical Theatre
instruction, focusing on song selection
and interpretation, ensemble work,
voice and musical theatre movement.

Students, age 5 to 7, may enroll in
Theatre Games for Kids, an introduc-
tion to drama through improvisation,
movement, vocal work and storytelling
techniques. Dance classes include vari-
ous levels of Ballet, Ballet/Jazz, Tap
and Hip Hop. Private voice lessons are
offered through auditions.

Classes are scheduled Mondays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays between 4
and 9:45 p.m. Students who enroll in
more than one NJYT class per week or
pay tuition in full at time of registration
will qualify for tuition discounts.

New to the NJYT school staff this
year is dance instructor Stacie Shivers
(ballet, jazz, hip-hop), who works with
three dance companies and was named
American Dance Award’s Dancer of
the Year.

The staff also includes:
Ms. Meryl (master instructor), a

Broadway veteran and professional
actress for 35 years who has stage-
directed and produced over 40 NJYT
productions; she teaches Beginners’
and Advanced Acting, Musical The-
atre and private voice.

James Campodonico (musical di-
rector/accompanist), an accomplished
composer, who has taught vocal music
for 33 years and acted as musical direc-
tor to over 100 productions.

Alberta Handelman (Intermediate
Acting), a professional actress who has
taught acting in schools for more than
25 years and founded the Blooming
Grove Theatre Ensemble.

Kimberly Strafford (Beginners’ Act-
ing), who has performed with
Theatreworks USA and Hudson
Shakespeare Co. and has led drama
teaching-artist in residences in New
York City public schools.

Evan Edwards (tap), who has per-
formed in over 60 productions in the
United States and Europe, including
Miss Saigon, and is both a noted chore-
ographer/director and theatre arts in-
structor.

NJYT has received funding from the
National Endowment for the Arts, the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation and
from the NJ State Council on the Arts.
For detailed information about NJYT
classes and productions, visit
njyouththeatre.org, call (908) 233-3200
or email info@njyouththeatre.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

The Contagious Drama
Workshop  Asks: Got Drama?

WESTFIELD – The Contagious
Drama Workshop (CDW), an acting
school in Westfield for kids, teens
and adults, is about to launch its
eighth season of classes.

All classes include theater games,
improvisation and scene study and
conclude with a performance for
family and friends. Whether they
are 5 or 95, CDW’s students learn to
develop their creative spirits and
intuition, as well as improve upon
their listening and focusing skills.

In her goal to continually improve
upon her classes and challenge her
students, Beth Painter, founder of
CDW, has added yet another ele-
ment to her teen class this year.
Painter is teaming up with Montclair
playwright Ben Clawson to produce
original, tailor-made plays for the
students.

“Clawson is a gifted writer who
creates characters with great dimen-
sion,” says Painter. “I have per-
formed in and seen many of his
pieces and can’t wait to see what we
come up with for my students. I
wish someone would write a play
just for me!”

Beginning October 18, Painter will
once again run a 5-week improvisa-
tion class for adults at the Westfield
Adult School. A parent/student im-
provisation workshop is slated for
Thursday, November 11.

Classes begin September 22. Please
visit   www.contagiousdrama.com for
details and to register, or call (917)
836-3740. Registration is now in
progress!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express


