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WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 12th • 1-4PM
100 Belmar Terrace, Westfield

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 12th • 1-4PM
420 Roanoke Road, Westfield

New Construction/Cul de Sac – $5,000 Buyer Credit Toward Upgrades
for September Closing – Custom Tudor with open floor plan.  4 bedrooms,
2.1 baths (including a large master with walk-in closet/private full bath).
Sun-filled, formal living room and banquet sized dining room.  Eat-in kitchen
with wood cabinetry, center island, granite counters and stainless steel
appliances opens to adjacent family room warmed by a wood-burning stone
fireplace.  Third floor media room, second floor laundry and full basement
complete this lovely home.   $789,000.

If a picture says a “thousand words,” this tells it all! - Lavishly appointed,
exceptional grace and charm throughout.  Gourmet kitchen opens to Country
French family room.  Designer, hand-painted accents adorn walls and ceilings.
5 bedrooms, 6.1 baths.  Lower level boasts media room, cherry wood wet bar,
exercise room and steam sauna.  3-car garage, deck, patio, mature plantings,
approx. ½ acre parcel.  Minutes to NYC transportation. $2,199,900.

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

ROBERT ALGARIN
ARCHITECT

225 LENOX AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ  07090
PH:  908-232-2225
FAX:  908-753-0235

■ Residential  ■ Commercial  ■ Certified Kitchen Designer
■  Creative problem solving through thoughtful

design and personal service

LICENSED NJ/NY/NCARB CERTIFIED

www.robertalgarinarchitect.com

LEED Green Associate

Rajoppi Kicks Off Reelection
Campaign For County Clerk

I’m excited and appreciative of the
opportunity to run for re-election and
offer my accomplishments for voters to
review. It’s been a challenging and re-
warding five-year term with tangible re-
sults and I sincerely request residents
vote for me.

The Clerk performs multiple func-
tions and services some of which in-
clude administering election laws; re-
cording, filing and preserving all prop-
erty documents; processing Passport
applications; swearing in Notary Pub-
lics; issuing public oaths; recording Hon-
orable Veteran Discharges, veteran ped-
dler licenses, inheritance tax waivers;
trade name certificates and clerk certifi-
cates.

My objective is to constantly improve
residents’ accessibility to our services.
There are extended hours, including eve-
nings and Saturdays, at the Westfield
Passport office. The office was cited by
a National Passport Processing Center
for outstanding efforts in processing more
than 600 Passport applications in a three-
day period including a Saturday.

Another outreach program is an an-
nual election calendar, available to resi-
dents and town agencies free of charge,
which provides important election dates
and information to voters. The calendar
has proved so popular that other counties
have modeled editions after it. An in-
structional video, available on the clerks’
website, on how to vote by mail was
produced to assist voters with the ballot
form; Saturday hours for voters has been
initiated to access Mail-In Ballots prior
to each election. There is a comprehen-
sive user-friendly services website along
with a property website.

We also do outreach by participating
and speaking at area expositions, fairs,
colleges, club and service organizations,”
she added, “with special attention to
youth and seniors.”

As clerk, I led a whistle-blowing cam-
paign against the voting machine com-
pany Union County and most other New
Jersey counties use. Serious discrepan-
cies were discovered in the results from
the Presidential Primary Election and
June Primary in 2008. Other county
clerks, the New Jersey Department of
State, which oversees elections, as well
as the voting machine company were
alerted.

An independent analysis of the ma-
chines by nationally-recognized com-
puter experts at Princeton University
was eventually ordered by the court.

Although threatened with legal action
by the voting machine company, I per-
sisted to alert the public to the problem.
A state court case and eventual court-
mandated changes in the process now
make the voting system more secure for
voters. The New York Times cited the
efforts and state leadership in an edito-
rial.

Elections are the cornerstone of our

democracy. The integrity of the process
is critical. My staff and I understand and
take this responsibility seriously. We
work to do all that is possible to maintain
that integrity.

My other areas of innovation include
the computerization of indices of all
document records dating from 1977. In
addition, images of most of these docu-
ments are available 24/7 on the clerk’s
public land records website. We have
taken advantage of the downturn in the
economy and decrease in property re-
cording in the past two years to train and
deploy the staff to prepare and make
accessible via the web new categories of
documents including trade names, con-
struction liens, notices of settlement and
Uniform Commercial Code documents.
This has saved tens of thousands of dol-
lars of contractual costs to outside ven-
dors and allows the public greater access
to those records.

I have worked to redact personal in-
formation used in identity theft from
public records accessible to the public in
order to protect homeowners. I am vigi-
lant in maintaining the integrity of the
records while protecting citizens.

The office also assists with Notary
Public applications. An instructional
manual assists and informs new Nota-
ries of their duties and responsibility.
There is formatted a booklet for all new
business holders that provides important
and helpful information on running a
business in Union County. A courtesy
veterans document card assists veterans
in obtaining some other services they are
entitled to.

Recently, I was elected to the position
of second vice-president in IACREOT,
the International Association of Clerks,
Recorders, Election Officials and Trea-
surers. IACREOT is the premier organi-
zation for clerks and allows me to net-
work with clerks worldwide gaining in-
sight and helpful ideas on how better to
serve Union County residents.

I am a six-time recipient of the Na-
tional Association of Counties Award
for innovative government and comput-
erization — and a recipient of the pres-
tigious Gill C. Job Award from the Con-
stitutional Officers Association of New
Jersey (COANJ), former president of
COANJ and former president of New
Jersey Association of Counties. I served
as an adjunct professor at Rutgers Uni-
versity for almost 20 years teaching pub-
lic administration.

The county clerk’s office is one of the
few government agencies which gener-
ates revenue from mandated recording
fees. This year it is estimated the office
will generate $23 million which, in turn,
will be used partially to offset the county
tax rate with the balance reverting to the
state’s general fund.

Joanne Rajoppi
Dem Candidate for Reelection to

Union County Clerk

New Jersey State First Aid Council
President Talks of EMS Service

On 9/11, New Jersey volunteer EMS
squads dispatched more than 400 ambu-
lances to New York City and North
Jersey, all while continuing to staff am-
bulances and answer calls in their own
communities. In the months following,
volunteer EMS squads throughout the
state noted generous donations, and in-
creased support, respect and acknowl-
edgment for their daily efforts.

Less than a decade later, much appears
changed for New Jersey’s EMS volun-
teers, and not for the better. For example:

1) Former Gov. Jon Corzine took $4
million from the EMT Training Fund to
help offset a budget shortfall. The fund
now pays only part of the volunteer
EMT’s educational requirements.
Sources of reimbursable continuing edu-
cation units (CEUs) also are scaled back.
With few exceptions, the fund no longer
reimburses elective CEUs, and renew-
ing EMTs are reimbursed only if money
remains after training for first-time EMTs
is covered. That leaves some individuals
paying to maintain their EMT certifica-

tion and volunteer status.
2) Early this year, Mt. Olive’s mayor

unsuccessfully waged a months-long
campaign to replace the area’s long-
serving EMS volunteers with paid EMTs.

3) Bills S-818-A-2095 in the New
Jersey Legislature propose a major over-
haul of the EMS system, which, if ap-
proved in their current forms, could re-
sult in a significant decrease in the num-
ber of volunteer squads, and dramatic
cost increases for patients, communities
and taxpayers.

Hopefully, it won’t take another mass
casualty incident for New Jersey to real-
ize the gems it has in its EMS volunteers.

For information on becoming an EMS
volunteer, visit www.njsfac.org or call
(800) 390-8991.

Barbara Aras
Little Silver, NJ

Editor’s Note: Barbara Aras is presi-
dent of the New Jersey State First Aid
Council, which represents 20,000 EMS
volunteers statewide.
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More Letters to the Editor

Candidate Release 7th Congressional District

Jobs Creation Is What Is Most Needed
AREA – Ed Potosnak, Democratic

candidate for New Jersey’s 7th Con-
gressional District, says that there are
three key ways to get our economy
back on track and create new jobs.

“If we provide better support for our
small businesses, prioritize research and
development funding, and modernize
New Jersey’s infrastructure, we will
see marked reductions in the unem-
ployment numbers in New Jersey,” Mr.
Potosnak said.

“Without a doubt, small businesses
are the engine of our economy,” Mr.
Potosnak said. “We need to do more to
ease the burden on small businesses so
that they can put people in our commu-
nities back to work. When I bring my
small business experience to Congress,
I’ll work to help the business commu-
nity thrive and bring more jobs to the
7th district.” Congress passed legisla-
tion in July to expand access to capital
and small business loans. Referencing
the legislation, Mr. Potosnak said, “That
bill was a start, but we need to do more
to build upon the successes of that
legislation. When it comes to voting to
help small businesses, my votes will
always be yes, unlike my opponent
who continues to vote no.”

“For more than a century, New Jersey’s
7th district has been home to some of the
most innovative companies in the world.
My district has long been called the
medicine cabinet of the world. The only
industry to experience growth during
the recession was biotechnology.  Phar-
maceutical and biotechnology compa-
nies make their headquarters here be-

cause our communities are a talent-rich
pool of potential employees. America
leads the world in biotechnology and we
should be providing more research and
development tax credits to companies
who stay in our communities and don’t
ship jobs overseas,” Mr. Potosnak.

“Investment in our infrastructure will
create jobs now and for years to come
while raising property values through-
out the 7th District. I promise to be a
strong advocate for transportation
projects, and won’t be a roadblock like
my opponent,” Mr. Potosnak said. “We
know that the development of transpor-
tation infrastructure creates lasting jobs
and raises property values. Our district
cannot afford to lose out on vital projects
necessary to improving our way of life.”

“I know what it takes to create new
jobs here in the district. I’m working
for America’s future and not a political
career.”

Mr. Potosnak put himself through
Rutgers to become a scientist and a
teacher. He was born and raised in New
Jersey. Growing up, he worked in his
parents’ small business, manufactur-
ing lifesaving communications equip-
ment for police officers and emergency
responders. He taught chemistry for
over a decade at Bridgewater-Raritan
Regional High School and was an ad-
junct professor at Rutgers. He wrote
and researched education policy as an
Albert Einstein Distinguished Educa-
tion Fellow. An entrepreneur and busi-
nessman at heart, Mr. Potosnak owns a
small home repair business and lives in
North Plainfield.

Boehner Supports Ban
On Omnibus Spending

WASHINGTON, D.C.– Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), who is seek-
ing a second term, says he was pleased
that House Republican leaders have
embraced reform legislation he
authored that would prohibit the use
of “omnibus spending bills.”

House Minority Leader John
Boehner (R-Ohio) told reporters last
month that if House Republicans win
back the majority as a result of the
mid-term elections – House Republi-
cans would ban the use of “omnibus”
spending bills.

Mr. Lance said prohibiting these
spending bills would increase trans-
parency and hold lawmakers more
accountable. Omnibus spending bills
often result in controversial non-ger-
mane legislation combined with must-
pass essential legislation into one bill.
Last year, Mr. Lance voted against a
1,132-page, $410-billion omnibus
spending bill that, he said, included
nine different spending measures
bundled together and more than 9,000
earmarks. Mr. Lance said the legisla-
tion was “fiscally irresponsible and
lacked transparency.”

He said House Resolution 1023
would change House rules to pro-
hibit the use of omnibus spending
bills.

“I am pleased that House Republi-
can leaders have embraced my com-
mon-sense reform legislation prohib-
iting the use of omnibus spending
bills,” Mr. Lance said. “The Ameri-
can people deserve a more open and
transparent Congress. It is time Con-
gress stopped attaching highly con-
troversial, non-germane legislation
to pass legislation – like funding for
our troops and other essential ser-
vices.”

The Congressman introduced his
legislation on January 20 after House
Democratic leaders attached a con-
troversial measure to raise the na-
tional debt limit to a key funding bill
for U.S. troops.

Temple to Hold
Apple-Picking Day

SPRINGFIELD — Temple Sha’arey
Shalom of Springfield invites the com-
munity to join them in celebrating Rosh
Hashanah and ushering in a new year,
5771, during its second annual Con-
gregational Apple Picking Day on Sun-
day, September 12.

This free family event will be held at
Wightman’s Farms, located at 1111
Mt. Kemble Road in Morristown. Par-
ents, grandparents, caregivers and their
families are all invited to pack a picnic
lunch and enjoy an afternoon in the
orchard, starting at noon. There will be
an abundance of apples, ripe for the
picking.

Wightman’s Farms also offers a
hayride, pumpkin picking, a corn
maze and a pumpkin slingshot game.
This temple apple-picking event is
free and open to the public. Partici-
pants simply pay Wightman’s for any
other activities a family chooses. For
directions, visit
wightmansfarms.com.

Temple Sha’arey Shalom,  located at
78 South Springfield Avenue, serves
Springfield and the surrounding com-
munities of Union and Essex counties,
and is a mid-size, reform congregation.

For more information, contact the
Temple office at (973)379-5387 or visit
shaarey.org.
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