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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very little attention may have been
given to the Westfield High School
boys cross-country team at the state
level throughout most of last year’s
season, but when the Blue Devils
trampled across the line to finish fifth
at the Meet of Champions, eyes will
now be glancing to observe the
progress of this year’s team.

Last year, the Blue Devils did give
several hints that they would be a con-
tender. The first hint came when they
finished second in the Junior/Senior
Division of the Roxbury Invitational.
The second hint came at the Stewart
Memorial, when the Blue Devils ran in
a tight pack to capture the Varsity A
team crown. Hint No. 3 was a third-
place finish in the Varsity A Division
race at the Shore Coaches Invitational.

After winning the Union County
conference meet and the Union
County championship meet, the Blue
Devils placed second behind Ridge at
the sectional meet but came back to
win the Group title then finish fifth at
the Meet of Champions (MOC).

Some fine runners, Ryan Scrudato,
Mike Kelley and Tyler Cusick, have
graduated, but a wealth of talent re-
mains.

“This is the same kind of team.
They have all worked hard over the
summer, so it’s just a question of how
they race in the early going to see
what modifications we have to do if
there are any surprises from kids,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Jack Martin
said. “There are some kids who have
looked good, but we just have to see
how they race in competition. The
difference between last year and this
year is that with last year’s success,
more people can pay a little more
attention to us at the state level,
whereas last year, nobody really paid
us any mind until we got to the end.”

Junior Jack Leahy is sure to attract
attention. Last year, Leahy, who tied
Matt Elmucchio’s 1994 WHS sopho-
more record of 16:27 at the Group 4
meet, broke that record at the MOC
by crossing 22nd with a time of 16:18.

“He was our number 1 runner at the
end of the season. We have a lot of
kids returning from last year,” coach

TOOLEY, Z. LIZMI, KIRNA TO LEAD THE DEVIL PACK

Blue Devil Boys Will Draw
Attention in Cross-Country

Martin noted.
Senior tri-captains Sam Tooley,

Zach Lizmi and Andrew Kirna will
provide a positive impact on the Blue
Devil pack, as will juniors John Kirna,
Evan Tarlow, Kevin Ingram and David
Carville, as well as sophomore Kevin
Smith, along with several others.

“We have a couple of young kids
stepping up. David and John are com-
ing off some nagging injuries, so they
will get into form a little bit later,”
coach Martin said.

The first big invitational meet will
be the Roxbury Classic this Saturday,
September 11, followed by the Stewart
Memorial, then the Shore Coaches
on the first week of October.

“That will give us a sense of how
we stack up against with the rest,”
coach Martin said.

As to the UC meets, coach Martin
added, “Summit will be good. Union
Catholic has some good kids, and
Rahway could have tough individu-
als if things play out. Depth-wise, we
are probably deeper than most of the
schools, especially in numbers, so we
have an advantage there.”

HEROUX, ZAGORSKI, HEINE NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Devil Soccer Boys Feel They
Should Not Be Overlooked

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expectations at the beginning of
the 2009 season may have been
slightly above mediocre for the
Westfield High School boys soccer
team, but the careful melding of a
group of fine athletes led to advance-
ment to the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) championship game for
the first time since 1996, a share of
the Watchung Division of the Union
County Conference and a 14-4-3
record.

Last year’s Blue Devils looked even
sharper with a pair of triumphs over
rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the first
a 2-1, regular-season game and the
second in a shootout after a 3-3 tie in
the UCT semifinals. Their only losses
to Union County opponents were a
pair of 1-0 setbacks to fifth-ranked
Cranford, the second being in the
UCT title game. But when it came to
individual recognition, the Blue Dev-
ils seemed to come up on the short
end of the stick.

“I was very proud of the team last
year. We exceeded pre-season expec-
tations. These kids have some hunger
in them. There’s no question about
it,” Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner said. “Many of them are back,
and they have a lot to prove. They felt
slighted, given the successful season
they had, and the fact that they had
beaten every opponent in Union
County except Cranford, that they
did not receive personal accolades.
They felt the team was overlooked.”

Coach Kapner kept 27 boys on the
varsity, “because there are 27 varsity-
level kids. Three keepers and 24 field
players. I’ve never had that many kids
on the varsity. Our practices are very
competitive.”

Senior team captains Ryan Heine,
Evan Heroux and Zach Zagorski
should have a positive impact on the
younger members of the squad, along
with senior striker Joe Greenspan,
senior midfielder Eric Byer and se-
nior back Phil Mendel. Heine has
been so smooth controlling the

midfield, as well as the tempo of the
game.

“The best comment came from Alex
Schmidt, the girls team coach. He
said, ‘quite obviously, Ryan Heine is
the engine that makes this team go.’
He is! He’s a great finisher. He’s a
great midfield orchestrater. He liter-
ally defends beautifully. He plays the
entire game,” coach Kapner said.
“Evan Heroux is a great defender. He
is such a great player that we are
playing him at center back this year,
and occasionally, we have to move
him outside to get into the attack,
because he’s such a great attacking
player.”

Very tall and fluid, Greenspan is
expected to be a terror to opposing
goalies and backs.

“We moved Joe Greenspan up front,
so he can focus totally on scoring.
He’s a weapon. We scrimmaged
Pingry, and at times they were putting
two kids on him. It’s tough to mark
somebody who is two heads taller
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO MAKE A CLEAR STATEMENT…The Blue Devil boys soccer team may have been overlooked last year
for some personal accolades, so the players feel they have something to prove this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURE TO DRAW ATTENTION…Pictured, left to right, senior tri-captains Sam Tooley, Zach Lizmi and Andrew Kirna
will provide a positive impact on the Blue Devil boys cross-country pack, which is sure to draw attention at the state level.
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Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090  

Charming 8 room Cape Cod just blocks to town, train and schools.  This fantastic opportunity 
boasts an eat-in Kitchen with adjacent Sunroom, formal Dining and Living Rooms,  4 Bedrooms, 
2 full Bathrooms and spacious deck overlooking private, fenced rear yard.    

              Offered for $379,000

Pristine and renovated 2 Bedroom Park Edge end unit boasts new Kitchen with granite counters 
and high end appliances, new Bathrooms, Living Room, Dining Room, hardwood floors, 
fireplace, full basement and attic ready to finish!                    

              Offered for $439,000

Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom built expanded Ranch spares no 
attention to detail, exuding quality throughout its 12 rooms nestled on more than 2.5 acres.  
Redefining park-like property, this fine home is cleverly positioned on its oversized wooded lot 

less than 2 miles from downtown Westfield and top rated schools.         Offered for $899,900

Custom built in 2001, this four bedroom Colonial home boasts extensive moldings and quality 
craftsmanship throughout.  Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet Eat-in Kitchen with 
Cherry cabinets & granite counters, family room with fireplace, hardwood floors, central vacuum, 
first floor laundry, professionally landscaped, fenced yard with spacious deck and Recreation 

Room.                                    Offered for $929,000

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

Extensively renovated 4BR COL nestled in the Watchung Reservation boasts serene views! New 
Mouser Eat-in Kitchen with wet bar, first floor laundry room, Master Bedroom with new 
beautiful bath with steam, Family Room w/fireplace, grand size LR & DR, deck, new landscape, 
new baths, new windows & more!                                                                                             

                                  Offered for $799,000

Charming Colonial situated on a quiet street just blocks to town, train and schools.  This fantastic 
opportunity boasts an updated eat-in Kitchen, formal Entrance Foyer, formal Dining Room,  
Living Room with fireplace and built-ins, hardwood floors and patio overlooking private, fenced 
rear yard.  Great starter home! 

                                Offered for $ 499,000   
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