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HONG KONG PIE...Gino Jannotti from Garwood, on business in Hong Kong,
managed to find an authentic New York style pizza there. Owner, Al Morales, right,
from Brooklyn, displays a 24-inch pizza at Paisano’s. Mr. Jannotti, a member of Les
Marmitons of Cranford culinary club, frequently searches for interesting foods.

Two-sided Innerspring Mattress

Nirvana Latex Mattress

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Something old,

Something new,

Something inherited,

Something totally You...

and so much more:

antiques, tables, mirrors, seating, art, lamps,

intriguing objects and fine furnishings fast.

258 E. Broad St. Westfield, NJ 07090

908-228-2284

Between Windmill Restaurant and Thinka Dinka.

Open Daily Tuesday-Sunday. Closed Mondays.

END OF SEASON SALE

Thursday 9/16 - Sunday 9/19

20% to 50% Off Select Items

Out with the Old...
In with the New!

Dr. Merriman has been voted by her peers as a Top Dentist in 
New  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

229 Charles Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-389-0222  www.doctormerriman.com 

Please visit us at our blog:   www.dentalchronicles.com 

Celebrating 10 years of serving 

Westfield and neighboring areas. 

We know our patients have a choice. 
We appreciate the trust they place in us 
to care for their individual needs.  
 
We strive to improve the lives of our 
patients by providing the dental 
treatment they deserve and need to 
maintain optimal health and well being. 

 

Currently accepting new patients. 

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com

Letters to the Editor

Scotch Plains Resident Reminds All
Of September 15 Cell Tower Meeting
As many residents know, Omnipoint -

TMobile’s plans to build a cell tower at
Willow Grove Swim Club is back on the
drawing board. They’re now planning to
place their 120-foot, nine-antenna cell
tower in the parking lot of the swim club.
I’m writing to remind the community of
Scotch Plains and the parents of children
who attend McGinn Elementary School
in particular about this issue.

There is a meeting with the zoning
board scheduled for Wednesday, Sep-
tember 15, at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building. The purpose of this meeting is
for T-Mobile to present testimony re-
garding the service gap that allegedly
exists in the area and justify why this cell
tower is necessary to fill this gap.

Unquestionably, WGSC [swim club]
maneuvered the contracting of this cell
tower in a peculiar, quiet manner. Many
members were not informed by their
board, as they should have been, that
there was a vote about the proposed  tower.
Shame on those involved for showing
such inconsideration toward their club
members, never mind their lack of con-
sideration for the community.

While not all oppose a cell tower being
erected so close to our homes and school,
many of us do. I know  that many McGinn
families who don’t live within the imme-
diately area of the school are not even
aware of this situation, but they ought to
be. It’s the right of all McGinn parents to
be informed of this pertinent matter.

The placement of this tower isn’t solely
a McGinn issue, however. It potentially
affects all of our children.

If this tower is built, it will establish
itself as an attractive nuisance. Willow
Grove Swim Club is in a neighborhood
full of children. McGinn School, com-
plete with its playgrounds, as well as

Kramer Park are in the immediate vicin-
ity. How will our township be able to
patrol this new climbing temptation with
our economy being so challenged?

For those of you who share my stance,
I can’t emphasize strongly enough how
important it is for you to attend the meet-
ing. Our presence will speak volumes
about our concern and demonstrate to the
zoning board our opposition to this issue.
Join us on Wednesday, September 15, at
7:30 p.m. (in the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building located on Park Avenue) as we
make ourselves heard.

Judy Lanfredi Mouckas
Scotch Plains

Commentary

As Fall Elections Enter
Full Campaign Mode...

Now that Labor Day is behind
us, the fall campaign is in full
swing. Although there are no mu-
nicipal elections in Westfield this
year, there are Congressional and
county contested races, as well
as competitive contests in Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Garwood.

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
provide space each week for can-
didates seeking elected office [in-
cluding party officials] to express
their views to our readers. Also,
this is a standing offer extended
to all elected officials of the re-
gion currently serving. We thank
all those who have participated
in this forum and encourage those
who have not to take advantage
of this opportunity by submitting
statements, pictures and letters
throughout the campaign. Press
releases submitted by anyone
who is a candidate for office this
year will be so-duly noted in this
newspaper by our editors if not
included by the submitter.

Our editors will apply their
judgment on campaign submit-
tals to weed out personal attacks
on opponents, spin and “fluff.”
They may reject submissions
deemed inappropriate. Thus, we
encourage candidates to stick to
the issues. We look forward to
what our readers, leaders and
contenders have to say. Please e-
mail editor@goleader.com with

your comments.
This newspaper is happy to at-

tend and report on campaign
events when we are invited. We
have also extended an invitation
for candidates, including Repub-
licans, Democrats and Indepen-
dents, to be interviewed by our
staff. We hope all candidates will
take advantage of this opportu-
nity, as many have already done
this year and in the past.

This is an important election
year for Congress, as mid-term
House and Senate elections could
change the direction of policies
of the Obama administration over
the next two years. As noted,
there are important county and
local municipal contests as well.
We believe it is important for our
readers to be involved and to
keep up to date so they are in-
formed voters in November.

In conjunction with the League
of Women Voters, we will again
sponsor candidate forums in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood for
airing on local television in Oc-
tober. In addition, our county re-
porter will be among the panel-
ists during the Union County
Freeholders’ Candidates Forum
on Tuesday, October 19, in
Cranford.

We look forward to an infor-
mative, spirited and issues-ori-
ented campaign this fall. Good
luck to all the candidates.

Investors Savings Bank Foundation
Supports Training for Crisis Hotline
WESTFIELD - The Investors Sav-

ings Bank Foundation, which pro-
vides charitable funding to nonprofit
organizations that enrich the com-
munities the bank serves, has awarded
a $5,000 grant to sponsor volunteer
training programs at CONTACT We
Care.

“Before any volunteer picks up a
phone, they must undergo at least 12
weeks of training,” explained David
Owens, the organization’s executive
director. “This grant will enable us to
recruit about 20 new volunteers.”

CONTACT We Care, part of the
National Suicide Prevention Life-
line network, receives more than
11,000 calls annually from people in
crisis throughout the region. After
the initial classroom sessions, vol-
unteers work with a training assis-
tant while fielding live calls. The
grant from the Investors Savings
Bank Foundation, which has sup-

ported CONTACT We Care over the
past several years, will help subsi-
dize costs associated with the pro-
gram.

“We hear from people across a
wide spectrum of issues, from call-
ers who are in severe crisis and pos-
sibly suicidal, to callers who are at a
challenging point in their lives and
just need someone who will listen,”
said Owens. “We’re grateful to have
the continued support of our friends
at the Investors Savings Bank Foun-
dation in helping to make this pro-
gram possible.”

“The volunteers at CONTACT We
Care have been saving lives for more
than 30 years,” said Investors Sav-
ings Bank President and CEO Kevin
Cummings. “We are glad to partner
with them in furthering their impor-
tant work.”

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Is Everyone Happy? No, But People
Can Now Cross Central Avenue

It’s not often that you get the opportu-
nity to praise Union County government
and the Town of Westfield in the same
sentence, but the much-anticipated pedes-
trian-controlled traffic safety light on Cen-
tral Avenue near the intersection at Clover
Street represents one of those times.

Since at least 1989, residents from the
east side of Central Avenue have peti-
tioned and spoken out in support of the
need for a traffic safety light at Central
and Clover, just as there are traffic safety
lights at Central and Clifton Street, Cen-
tral and Grove and Central and Cacciola
Place. Our children attend Jefferson,
Edison and Westfield High School, just
as the children do who live near and use
those intersections. Our families attempt
to ride their bikes, exercise and walk
across Central, just as other families on
the east side of Central do.

Up until now, our fellow residents had
no safer way to cross Central Avenue, but
thankfully that will shortly change. A
traffic light is the safest way for children

and residents to cross Central Avenue –  a
county road on which 18,000 to 20,000
vehicles travel daily. Yes, children and
adults will still need to be reminded to
look both ways before crossing the street,
to watch out for cars backing out of their
driveways and also to make sure that
vehicles have come to a complete stop in
obedience to the pedestrian-controlled
traffic light — but Central Avenue has
never been a quiet, bucolic Westfield
street, and cars and trucks in town and
especially on Central, very rarely yield to
a pedestrian without a light.

Without a light on Central, we have
witnessed cars driving around the rare
courteous driver who has stopped, creat-
ing an even more dangerous situation. In
2002, Union County had earmarked fund-
ing for the light at the intersection of
Central and Clover, but a safety issue
became politicized in order to defeat
Democratic Councilwoman Claire
Lazarowitz, a strong proponent of pedes-
trian safety.

Subsequently in 2004, then-Council-
men [Mark] Ciarocca and [Andy]
Skibitsky formed a “task force” to im-
prove traffic safety in eight areas of con-
cern around town including Central and
Clover. The town retained the engineer-
ing firm of Keller and Kirkpatrick, who,
according to the town’s Outreach Infor-
mation Sheet, had expertise specifically
in traffic safety, to study the eight areas
and develop a consensus plan that ad-
dressed both safety and resident concerns
about the effect of a traffic light in the
context of Central and Clover on neigh-
boring streets.

There were many public meetings about
the eight areas, including Central and
Clover over a period of two years. This
paper, although it showed its typical lack
of leadership on the issue, did report
about the task force and its meetings. The
resultant plan, as I understand it, from the
engineering expert retained by the town,
was to make the traffic light, pedestrian-
controlled instead of on a timer, meaning
that unless a person presses a button to
turn the light red in order to cross the
street, the light at Central will stay green
for all drivers on Central. Since the light
is pedestrian-controlled and will not al-
ways be in use, the actual crosswalk was
moved slightly south of the intersection
with Clover to avoid additional disrup-
tion to traffic using Clover, as well as for
safety with regards to vehicles making
right turns from Clover onto Central.

The closing of the two small streets
that once intersected with Central also
addresses concerns about Central Av-
enue traffic running on to adjoining streets
with the advent of a traffic safety light.
Union County adopted the recommenda-
tions of Westfield. Is everyone happy?
No, you can’t make everyone happy, as
evidenced by the two letters to this paper,
but when that pedestrian-controlled traf-
fic light goes operational, we know there
will be hundreds and hundreds of chil-
dren and adults who can now cross Cen-
tral Avenue both happily and in safety.

Steven Lee and Julie Tarr
Westfield

BootCampWF
Expands into Cranford;

Fall Session Starts
September 13

CRANFORD -- BootCampWF,
Westfield’s premier, healthy-living
outdoor fitness training program, has
expanded into Cranford with
BootCampCF! Regardless of age,
size, gender or fitness level, if you’re
in or around Westfield and Cranford
and looking to get in shape, drop
those pounds, build that muscle and
have fun while doing it, it’s time to
ENLIST!  The next session starts
September 13.

BootCampWF is a specially de-
signed fitness program held for one
hour three days a week over six
weeks.  BCWF workouts are held
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at
5:30 and 9:15 a.m., Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday at 6:30 p.m., and
Saturdays at 7:30 a.m. in Tamaques
Park by the basketball courts. BCWF
Lite is Tuesday and Thursday at 9:15
a.m.  BootCampCF is held Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 9:15 a.m.
at Memorial Field, Cranford.

BootCampWF starts off with an
assessment of all recruits. On the
first (and last!) day we see how many
sit-ups and pushups you can do, and
how long it takes for you to walk/run
a half mile. These assessments allow
participants to measure progress over
the six-week session.

To enlist in BootCampWF or for
more information, please visit our
website at BootCampWF.com.
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East Broad Street Road
Work Announced

Please be advised that the Town of
Westfield will begin the improvement of
East Broad Street on Thursday, Septem-
ber 9, weather permitting. The specific
work scheduled to occur is the milling,
resurfacing and restriping of East Broad
Street between Elm Street and North
Avenue. The intersection of Elm/East
Broad will not be impacted as part of this
project. In order to complete this im-
provement with as little disruption as
possible, two lanes of traffic will be main-
tained; however, it will be necessary to
restrict parking along this section while
the work is underway. Parking will be
available in the evening when no work is
scheduled to occur. It is anticipated that
the total duration of construction is two
days. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Kris McAloon
Westfield Town Engineer
(908) 789-4100, ext. 4606


