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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Wouldn’t Traffic Light At Marlboro
Or Clover Make More Sense?

Springfield Fire Dept. Woes Give
Westfield Things to Consider

Does ‘Brought to You By The Board Of
‘Chosen’ Freeholders’ Bug You?

If You Believe 31 Cell Antennas on Bld.
Is Excessive, Attend Sept. 15 Meeting

Taxpayers Foot Bills for Scotch Plains
Senior Housing Complex

Help With CA
Geography

I always enjoy reading the online edi-
tion of The Westfield Leader; thanks for
making it available!

There’s an error in the caption on page
6 of last week’s issue (September 2, 2010)
I wanted to point out to you. Maggie’s
photo was taken in the Marin Headlands
Unit of the Golden Gate National Recre-
ation Area, which is north of San Fran-
cisco in the town of Sausalito (Marin
County). Golden Gate Park is in San
Francisco.

Andrew Karp
Sonoma, CA

Westfield HS 1975

Why Is the Union County Improvement Authority
Spending $45 Million on the Solar Energy Business?

Do Westfield and Union County really
have no better use for $100,000 than to
close off two streets and construct a cross-
walk on Central Avenue where there does
not seem to be need for one? If some
overwhelming need exists to break the
flow of traffic on Central Avenue,
wouldn’t a normal traffic light at a main
street like Marlboro or Clover make more
sense? What’s next, pedestrian over-
passes? I suppose the county will recoup
this cost from the traffic tickets that will

be generated from all the new traffic
cameras being installed along the Central
Avenue corridor.

If the town and county are looking for
ways to spend our tax dollars, how about
repairing the gaping potholes around the
town, or repaving my street as it’s been
nearly 25 years since the last time it was
[repaired].

Victor Attanasio
Westfield

I recently wrote to warn of the problem
created by the Westfield administration,
which limits the number of firemen on a
tour of duty to a minimum number previ-
ously proven to be incompetent. I pointed
to Springfield, which suffered the igno-
miny of having its fire department re-
spond to a fire and be unable to fight it
properly. I also pointed out that home-
owner insurance policies increased as a
direct result of the ineptitude of that town’s
“administrative discretion.”

Last Friday, Springfield suffered an
apartment house fire. Its reduced fire
department responded with three men
who then had to wait 10 to 12 minutes
until Millburn arrived and provided
enough manpower to fight the blaze. The
Westfield administration’s reduced man-
power level will work as long as the fire

emergency occurs during that “window
of opportunity” when no one on that tour
of duty is out sick or on vacation and there
is no other emergency such as a medical
call, auto accident or assistance at a fire in
Springfield. Westfield’s administration
has exercised it’s discretion to return to a
reduced number of firemen on a tour of
duty which it knows from experience is
not a practical number.

There are certain numbers below which
you cannot go. Don’t claim to reduce
taxes by increasing the danger to our
homes and increasing our homeowner
insurance premiums. Govern in reality,
not the fiction of administrative discre-
tion.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Does the idea of a board of “Chosen”
Freeholders seem antiquated to you, a
holdover from colonial times? Is your
town better off sending money to the
county so they can come back and fix
your roads on their time schedule?

We have county roads in Summit where
the county owns half and we own half. Do
we stop plowing half way down the road
because it is now in the county’s jurisdic-
tion? The county park in our town is not as
well maintained as our city parks, but we
hand over about 25 percent of our tax bill
for the minimal services we get in return.

Do those signs all over the place that
say, brought to you by the Board of “Cho-
sen” Freeholders, bug you? It sure both-
ers me because it should really say brought

to you by the taxpayers of Union County.
Does a little culvert that took over a

year to replace really warrant two expen-
sive brass plaques stating this was done
courtesy of the Union County Board of
“Chosen” Freeholders? No, it was brought
to you late, at a great inconvenience, but
paid for by the taxpayers of Union County!

We are in very difficult economic
times. Our towns are laying off essential
workers, the debt of some towns is being
downgraded, and our tax appeals are up.
We have a government we cannot af-
ford.

Ellen Dickson
Summit

GOP Candidate For Freeholder

The local residents of Prospect Street
and Cowperthwaite Place are opposed to
six additional cell phone antennas, pro-
posed by MetroPCS, to be added to the
roof of 264 Prospect Street.

If you agree that 31 antennas on one
building is excessive, attend the Westfield
Planning Board meeting on Wednesday,
September 15, in Westfield Town Hall.

This will be the third meeting concern-
ing this issue. There are solutions to this
problem, including change of site, which
is possible, or a reduction in the size of the
MetroPCS equipment.

We are interested in the quality of life

in our wonderful town, and we are con-
cerned with the issue of suburban blight.

At this time, the health issue is off the
table since radiation engineers have testi-
fied that the radiation levels emitted from
264 Prospect Street are well below gov-
ernment standards.

However, the blight issue is still plau-
sible. Please attend this meeting, and you
may state, if you desire, your opposition
on that evening of September 15.

Saul Drittel
Chelmsford Condominum Assoc.

Westfield

After the Scotch Plains Council paid
over $48K at their last public meeting for
unpaid utilities, the letter “Give Seniors
Tax break to keep their Homes” Page 4,
dated September 27, 1990 from: E. Den-
nis Hardie is again relevant. Would you
consider a reprint of that letter?

Frank Festa, Jr.
Scotch Plains

*****

Give Seniors Tax Break
To Keep Their Homes
Reprinted from September 27, 1990:

Scotch Plains Senior Citizen Housing
Corp. Chairman, Tom Barth, in a recent
letter about the controversial senior
citizen’s housing project; stated that our
“mayor and planning board are acting in
the interests and needs of the people of
Scotch Plains, especially senior citizens.”
I totally disagree.

If you read the legal notices in the
paper on August 9, 1990, you would have
observed that our town council passed a
bond ordinance to acquire more sewer
capacity from Westfield. This will cost
one million dollars. The notice also states
that all taxable real property will carry the
burden “for payment of the obligation
and the interest thereon without limita-
tion of rate or amount.” Ostensibly, the

extra sewer capacity is for the senior-
citizens’ project.

Coincidentally, another controversial
real estate development sits unfinished
because of the lack of sewer capacity.
Why did our politicians permit construc-
tion of Lamberts Mill Village to begin
without sewerage fights? Will this unfin-
ished apartment complex benefit from
this extra sewer capacity at our expense?
Whose interests and needs are being acted
upon by our politicians?

Meanwhile, senior citizens are forced
to sell their homes due to Scotch Plains
exorbitant property taxes. Rather than
spend millions on a boondoggle, why not
give the seniors a substantial property tax
break, and allow them to keep the homes
they worked for over the years. Wouldn’t
this be better than crowding them into a
housing project that will isolate them
from the rest of the community?

The Martine Avenue site is directly
under the main air traffic corridor routed
over the south side of town by the FAA.
Why would anyone willingly move to an
area that suffers from 60 to 105 decibel
thunder every two minutes? What this
project amounts to is a place to incarcer-
ate our senior citizens in an isolated envi-
ronmental wasteland.

E. Dennis Hardie
Scotch Plains

Despite Escalating Expenses, There
Are Workable Fanwood Tax Solutions
Having been involved as a councilman

in Fanwood for the past three years, I
always worked for the betterment of our
community and to keep property taxes as
low as possible. I am now seeking reelec-
tion because I believe the new state man-
dated cap on municipal, county and school
budgets will present challenges on mak-
ing government smaller, working with
less taxpayer capital, and still provide the
services our citizens have come to enjoy.

As chairman of the Administration and
Finance Committee, I led a group that
went through the 2010 budget line-by-
line resulting in the lowest municipal tax
increase of 3.6 percent in five years. I
know, despite the escalating costs of sala-
ries and operating expenses, there are
workable solutions to hold the line on
taxes and still deliver the results you
would like to see. It may be a difficult

task, but it is not an impossible dream.
Governor Christie and the Legislature

enacted the 2 percent cap because gov-
ernment costs were escalating more than
citizens can afford. In Fanwood, the “av-
erage” property tax bill is just under
$10,000 and I know that many residents
pay much more. We have reached the
critical point where it is a struggle for
many working families and senior citi-
zens to afford to live here. Moreover, this
level of taxes can be an obstacle for
young couples and families seeking to
purchase a home in our area.

Current economic conditions have only
compounded the problem for many of
our neighbors who are very concerned
about their current and future financial
security. All levels of government need
to restrain spending and tax increases at
this time.

The 2010 election is crucial for our
taxpaying citizens where the control of
your local government is at stake. My
running mate, Jason Benedict, and I will
provide strong conservative leadership
on the borough council and bring back
the satisfaction of living in an affordable
Fanwood.

Tony Parenti
Fanwood Councilman

Garwood Dems
Announce Commitment
To Borough Residents
Incumbent Garwood Mayor Dennis

McCarthy is joined by former Council-
woman Kathleen Villaggio and newcomer
Matthew Allouf in the 2010 campaign for
Garwood’s mayor and council seats.

Mayor McCarthy has served the citi-
zens of Garwood with integrity, fiscal
responsibility, and fairness, with over 20
years of service to the people of Garwood.
Mayor McCarthy has served the borough
since 2003 as mayor, and is seeking an-
other term this November.

Kathleen previously served as coun-
cilwoman for nine years, and has contin-
ued to serve as a volunteer on various
committees in the borough as a resident.

With a proven record of experience in
community affairs, commitment to the
borough and its citizens, and efforts to
make Garwood an accessible and appeal-
ing place for families to reside, Mayor
McCarthy and Mrs. Villaggio will con-
tinue to dedicate themselves wholeheart-
edly to the best interests of Garwood and
its residents, from our children to senior
citizens.

Matthew Allouf, a homeowner in
Garwood along with his wife, Mia, is an
energetic and passionate newcomer, and
brings with him a staunch work ethic
and an unwavering desire to contribute
to Garwood’s community. Matthew is
seeking his first term as councilman. As
a union ironworker, Matthew under-
stands the value of teamwork and work-
ing together for the betterment of the
community, and is excited for the oppor-
tunity to contribute to Garwood’s coun-
cil. His fresh perspective will be wel-
comed as Garwood continues its growth
and development around the commu-
nity.

Mayor McCarthy, Matt, and Kathy
are looking forward to meeting with
each resident of Garwood over the
upcoming months, and will be walk-
ing door-to-door to meet with the resi-
dents.

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet
them one-on-one and talk about matters
that are important to you. If you are not
home when they visit, or wish to speak
further with any of the candidates, you
will receive a flyer with each candidate’s
home telephone number, which is also
provided below. Accessibility and trans-
parency are important to the candidates,
and Mayor McCarthy, Mr. Allouf, and
Ms. Villaggio encourage each resident to
contact them directly with any questions
or concerns they have about the commu-
nity issues in Garwood.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy: (908) 789-
0473

Matthew Allouf: (908) 264-8550
Kathleen Villaggio: (908) 789-0874
The Democratic team looks forward to

meeting with as many of Garwood’s resi-
dents as possible, and is committed to
providing the community with factual
and accurate information throughout the
campaign season.

Garwood Dem Candidates
McCarthy, Allouf and Villaggio

I read Paul Peyton’s piece (September
2, 2010; front page) about Solar in Union
County and was interested on two fronts.
One, I have been a resident of Westfield
since 1995 and like every resident here, I
would love to see anything done that
would reduce our cost structure and
thereby arrest our annual tax increases.

My family and myself (my wife and I
have three boys in the Westfield school
system) like Westfield in every way —
except the taxes. I’m sure we are not
alone in that sentiment. Second, I am also
in the solar energy business and am curi-
ous as to what they want to spend $45
million on in the surrounding towns.

There are two basic solar financing
structures.

One, you can purchase the system and
receive a 30 percent Investment Tax Credit
(ITC) from the federal government off
the top in the form of a tax rebate. You
also save money because you’re produc-
ing your own electricity, and as Paul
mentioned in his piece, you’re producing
Solar Renewable Energy Certificates

(SREC’s). It is these incentives that make
solar so popular in New Jersey.

The purchase of solar requires a rather
substantial up front cost but it pays for
itself in approximately five years. After
that, you can reap an additional 10 years
of income and many years of cost-free
electricity.

However, since Union County is a
non-profit entity, the 30 percent ITC is
not available to them. That would push
the payback out to 6.5 years give or take.

Two, the other form of financing is
what is called a Power Purchase Agree-
ment (PPA), or a lease. With a PPA, you
simply call up a PPA provider and ask
them to come out and look at your roof
and consumption. They will design and
install the system for free. What they will
provide you is cheaper electricity than
what we are paying from PSE&G now
and in the future. After the agreement
expires, usually twenty years or so, the
system will generally revert to the roof
owner at no cost (they will tell you there
is a “buyback” price, but what good is 20-

year old technology to them?).
It has value to the roof owner because it

is still producing all the electrical needs for
the building, and most systems still have
five years left on their warranty. This is
generally the way non-profits go, and ac-
tually [so for] a great many businesses.

In Paul’s piece he reported that the
solar provider will be able to take advan-
tage of “federal tax incentives, econo-
mies of scale and the sale of [Solar Re-
newable Energy Certificates].” So the
county wants to use a PPA, which is fine.
But what do they need to spend $45
million on! It’s free to install. Do they
want to spend $45 million to study solar?
PPA’s are exceptionally profitable to the
providers as long as your customer has
the ability to continue to pay his bills.

I have a call into Ms. [Charlotte]
DiFilippo [executive director of the Union
County Improvement Authority] for fur-
ther clarification. If you have any other
information I would love to hear it.

Scott Webb
Westfield

With Solar Panel Projects, It’s
Hard to Follow the Money

Scott Webb of Westfield, in his letter to the editor,
below discusses some of the business aspects of solar
panel projects for generating electricity. John Bury of
Kenilworth, an actuary, has offered his detailed analy-
sis of how Morris County’s government ventures into
the solar business work financially [see
www.countywatchers.com/]. Most of the discussions
are complex involving tax credits, power purchase
agreements, Solar Renewable Energy Certificates, pay-
back and buybacks.

From http://greenecon.net/, “Understanding the Cost
of Solar Energy, August 13, 2007 - In comparison to
conventional hydrocarbon fuels such as coal or oil in
generating electricity, the cost of solar energy is signifi-
cantly higher…”

To us, the public needs a clearer and simpler expla-
nation. Why? Because hidden in the fanfare is that the
taxpayers are footing about two-thirds of the cost and,
as consumers, they will see higher utility bills.

All of these solar projects would be losing financial
investments by private industry on a standalone basis –
without taxpayer and ratepayer support. Some busi-
ness executives have told us that they believe it to be
wrong for the economy in general, but “What are we to
do? – Turn down the government money?” These
businesses realize it’s the taxpayers’ and consumers’
money and debt – but apparently the voters don’t.

We support New Jersey’s commitment to becoming
a solar energy industry leader, but we think the flam-
flam of marketable certificates only benefits the devel-
opers and insiders on the backs of public debt. Why all

the intrigue? Why can’t they be straight up deals?
Take for example the Union County Improvement

Authority’s (UCIA) plan to back $45 million of solar
energy projects. Where is the financial backing coming
from? It’s coming from the property taxpayers in
Union County, more debt as authorized by the County
of Union. Why would a solar panel developer need you
to support their projects? Is it because the banks would
never lend them the money because they are shell
corporations with no collateral?

According to the Union County Improvement Au-
thority on the web, www.ucianj.org and their latest
published annual report (albeit 2007), the UCIA has
over $300 million in outstanding bonds (your debt?).

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky told us that the
UCIA told him that none of Westfield’s government
buildings qualify (structurally or orientation wise) for
the UCIA solar program. Does this mean that
Westfielders who shoulder more than 10 percent of the
county debt and taxes now have to take on another $5
million of county debt with nothing in return? Is this
true also for other nearby towns?

Haven’t we learned our lessons yet as exampled by
this economy about shaky financial projects, hidden
soft costs profiteering and excessive borrowing?

Who’s profiting by these ventures? – “Follow the
money.”

For those solar panel projects being funded by tax-
payer and ratepayer money, in celebration of Labor
Day, couldn’t the solar panels at least be “Made in
America?”

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sasin – The Indian antelope or black

buck
2. Vatic – Characteristic of a prophet or

seer
3. Scaturient – Gushing forth
4. Versute – Crafty

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CUIRASS
1. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
2. A brestplate of leather
3. An ancient flask or jug of leather
4. A footprint

TAWIE
1. Formed or made up of mud
2. A looking glass, small telescope
3. Soft sleet or hail
4. Tame

RENIDIFICATION
1. The act of making thin
2. The act of building another nest
3. The use of brushwood and thorns for

making and reparing hedges
4. Rapid climate change due to a cata-

clysmic event
TEMIAK

1. An Eskimo coat made of bird skins
2. A deep cut or gash
3. A boat hoist used for raising and

lowering smaller boats
4. A fish net

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

See more letters on pages 5, 17


