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Local HEART Grant
Recipients Announced

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
announced that 43 artists, historians
and local groups will receive funding
through the 2010 Union County
HEART Grant Program (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands).

The Freeholders established the
HEART Grant Program in 1998. This
program supports projects related to
history, the arts and humanities. The
total funding for this year’s grants is
$75,000.

Artists, educators, civic and his-
torical organizations that want infor-
mation about next year’s HEART
Grant Program can contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey 07202, calling (908)
558-2550 or e-mailing
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay us-
ers dial 711.

Local grants are as follows: Carol
English, Cranford, $600, presenting
history of floral design seminars and
show; Katie Paster, Garwood, $1,000,
presenting Fusion Art and Music
Showcase at MusicFest 2010; Sandra
Frank, Westfield, $1,000, presenting
music education program for senior
rehabilitation center; Borough of
Fanwood, Fanwood, $1,000, present-
ing a Fanwood Cultural Arts Perfor-

mance Series; Center for Hope Hos-
pice and Palliative Care, Scotch
Plains, $2,400, providing musical
performances for hospice residents;
City of Rahway, Rahway, $1,000,
hiring artists to make window art for
empty storefronts, and the Clark His-
torical Society, Clark, $2,200 for pre-
senting Native American program for
Four Centuries in a Weekend 2010.

Also receiving grants were:
Continuo Arts Foundation, Westfield,
$1,500, for presenting an
Intergenerational choral program;
Cranford Historical Society,
Cranford, $1,000, presenting a Civil
War Sesquicentennial Celebration;
Cranford Housing Board, Inc.,
Cranford, $1,000, presenting a Big
Band concert for senior residents;
Jewish Community Center of Cen-
tral NJ, Scotch Plains, $2,000, pre-
senting a Special Needs Symposium
for families; Literacy Volunteers of
Union County, Plainfield, $2,400,
creating “Connections” a literary
publication of student work, and
Mother Seton Regional High School,
Clark, $1,000, for producing a musi-
cal involving Union County children.

Music for All Seasons, Scotch
Plains, received  $1,935, for present-
ing five music programs for Union
County Juvenile Detention Center
with awards also going to: New Jer-
sey Intergenerational Orchestra, Ber-
keley Heights, $2,300, presenting a
concerto for guitar and chamber or-
chestra; Scotch Plains Baptist Church,
Scotch Plains, $2,000, replicating a
gravestone of Revolutionary War-era
slave named Caesar; Theater Project/
Union County College, Cranford,
$2,100, presenting “A Few Steps in a
Stranger’s Shoes” to promote under-
standing among students and the Vi-
sual Arts Center of New Jersey, Sum-
mit, $2,300, presenting a visual arts
program for older adults.

The Westfield Neighborhood
Council was awarded $1,400 for pre-
senting dance and African drumming
program and conference and YM-
YWHA of Union County, based out
of  Union,  rceived $2,300 to present
a Holocaust through Art, Music and
Film series.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's Gruskin Foundation Crusades
For Pedestrian-Bike Safety

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Last May, Stuart
Gruskin of Westfield lost his life at
age 50 after a delivery bicycle plowed
into him as he walked along a New
York City street. The devastation felt
by his wife, Nancy, and twins, David
and Samantha, then 12, was com-
pounded by the fact the accident may
have been preventable: The bicyclist
had failed to heed the traffic sign and
pedaled the wrong way down a one-
way street.

While some may think a bicycle
striking a pedestrian is a rare occur-
rence, Ms. Gruskin uncovered evi-
dence to the contrary. She has
launched the Stuart C. Gruskin Fam-
ily Foundation, which aims to collect
statistics, raise awareness and ulti-
mately prevent tragedies like this from
happening.

Ms. Gruskin discovered little in-
formation is available regarding bi-
cycle accidents as they relate to pe-
destrians.

In downtown areas, including
Westfield’s, where cars, bicycles and
pedestrians must coexist along busy
streets, collisions inevitably occur.
Ms. Gruskin described their relation-
ship as three points on a triangle.

“If you look at advocacy from bike
to car and car to pedestrian, you can
find all kinds of stats,” she said. “But
you cannot find it on bike to pedes-
trian, and that’s the niche I’m filling
with my foundation.”

Through research the foundation
has done teaming with Hunter Col-
lege of the City University of New
York, she discovered many inaccura-
cies in the way incidents are reported
in Manhattan, where her husband’s
fatal accident occurred.

“We found out the Department of
Transportation (DOT)’s numbers
were faulty because the police pre-
cincts don’t have a central database
for these statistics.”

This fact was a focus of Tony
Aiello’s special report, “Bike Bed-
lam,” on CBS News two weeks ago
when Ms. Gruskin appeared on his
television segment.

“This was really huge,” she said.
“They were basically lying to the
public with numbers that aren’t accu-
rate.”

The DOT has since issued an apol-
ogy, and Ms. Gruskin has secured a
meeting with DOT Commissioner
Jeanette Sadik-Khan regarding the
faulty statistics.

Ms. Gruskin feels it is imperative
to collect accurate statistics to begin
to improve old legislation or create
new laws.

The Vicarious Liability Bill is one
she’d like to change. It involves busi-
nesses taking responsibility for their
employees.

“Ultimately, I’d like to make busi-
nesses responsible for the training
and education of their employees,”
she said.

For example, if a business employs

a bicycle rider for deliveries, that
cyclist would have to complete a train-
ing course to learn the rules of the
road.

Ms. Gruskin feels this could ulti-
mately be a win-win situation be-
cause it would not only help with
safety, but course fees could also
generate revenue for the city.

This fall, the foundation hopes to
participate in a press conference with
New York State Senator Liz Krueger,
a sponsor of the bill.

Another goal of the foundation is
to assist victims’ families, including
providing possible financial support
for the uninsured.

Ms. Gruskin stated while some in-
juries are minor, the potential for life-
long afflictions and fatalities exists.

“Most people don’t think a bicycle
can kill you, but I suffered the ulti-
mate tragedy,” she said. “I have to be
the poster child…”

She said the past year has been
tough for her and her children. She
understandably still finds it difficult
to talk about her late husband’s acci-
dent and the three days that followed,
where he remained in a coma follow-
ing brain surgery done in attempt to
reduce swelling.

“It was as if literally everything
stopped,” she said, adding the shock
put her in “a fog.”

But one thing that stands out in her
mind is how Mr. Gruskin was briefly
conscious after he was struck, and
emergency responders reported his
main concern was the welfare of the
cyclist who hit him as opposed to his
own head injury.

Ms. Gruskin said that sums up the
kind of man Stuart was.

Mr. Gruskin had worked long hours
as senior vice-president of Valuation
Research Corporation in New York
City. Yet, he always made spending
time with his family and helping oth-
ers a priority.

His charitable efforts included run-
ning a homeless program at Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield and a student
telethon for Muscular Dystrophy. The
family also donated Mr. Gruskin’s
organs.

Ms. Gruskin described him as an
“understated” man.

“He normally wouldn’t love hav-
ing his name in the paper or attention
put on him,” she said. “But for this
foundation, I think he would be proud
to help others at the expense of his
name [in print].”

Implementing the foundation’s
mission has helped Ms. Gruskin be-
gin to heal and believe her husband’s
death was “not in vain.”

She offered the following message
to bicyclists:

“Remember, you are a moving ve-
hicle, and you can cause grave harm,”
she said. “Follow the laws.”

For more information on pedes-
trian safety, those interested can
visit the Stuart C. Gruskin Family
Foundation website at
www.scgff.org.

Schundler Fires off Latest
Salvo Over ‘Lying’ Charge

Former New Jersey Education Com-
missioner Bret Schundler has fired off
a seven-page chronology of events in
the latest salvo following his firing
two weeks ago by Governor Chris
Christie. Mr. Schundler’s response
came after the Governor accused him
of lying, with regards to the state’s
application for federal Race to the Top
funds. The state placed 11th, three
points behind Ohio, thus losing out on
$400 million in federal funds.

New Jersey lost crucial points by
not including school-funding infor-
mation from Fiscal Years 2008 and
2009. The state, instead, submitted
2011 information.

“I will not accept being defamed
by the governor,” Mr. Schundler said.

N.J. AG Subpoenas DRPA
Officials Over Free E-ZPass

New Jersey authorities are investi-
gating the use of free E-ZPass tran-
sponders by Delaware River Port Au-
thority (DRPA) executives, according
to The Philadelphia Inquirer. The state
attorney general and comptroller have
issued subpoenas for documents re-
lated to the use of a free E-ZPass by
DRPA officials, including chief ex-
ecutive John Matheussen, a former
New Jersey Republican state senator.

Mr. Matheussen, who was a candi-
date for U.S. Senator from New Jer-
sey in 2002, denied television news
reports that the FBI or other federal
agencies also had sought informa-

tion from DRPA.
Murkowski Becomes Latest to Lose

To Tea Party-Backed Candidate
First-term U.S. Senator Lisa

Murkowski of Alaska is the latest
incumbent Republican to be defeated
by a Tea Party-backed candidate; she
lost to Joe Miller, a lawyer, in the
GOP primary. Tea Party candidates
Rand Paul in Kentucky, Sharron
Angle in Nevada and Ken Buck in
Colorado all won their primaries over
establishment-supported candidates
in open races. In addition, Utah Sena-
tor Bob Bennett lost renomination at
the state GOP convention when Tea
Party activists and voters rallied be-
hind Mike Lee.

Next up is Delaware, where estab-
lishment-backed Republican Rep. Mike
Castle is facing a challenge from Tea
Party-backed candidate Christine
O’Donnell. The winner will face Demo-
crat Chris Coons, a county executive,
as they vie for the seat previously held
by Vice President Joe Biden. The seat is
currently held by Mr. Biden’s former
chief of staff, Ted Kaufman.

Lautenberg and Menendez
Nominate Judges to Fed. Bench
Sens. Frank Lautenberg and Robert

Menendez (both D-N.J.) have recom-
mended Claire C. Cecchi and Esther
Salas to the U.S. District Court bench.
Both have worked since 2006 as mag-
istrates, which are appointed by federal
judges to preside over arraignments,
bail hearings and other pre-trial pro-
ceedings, according to nj.com.
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Union County POW/MIA Day
Set for Friday, September 17

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will remember and honor the
personal sacrifices of the nation’s
prisoners of war and military per-
sonnel missing in action at the Union
County POW/MIA Remembrance
Ceremony. The event will take place
Friday, September 17, at 11:15 a.m.
in front of the Courthouse at 2 Broad
Street in Elizabeth. In case of rain,
the ceremony will be moved indoors
in the first-floor rotunda of the court-
house.

“It is important that we take time to
say ‘thank you’ to the men and women
in our armed forces who served our

country in times of war,” said Union
County Freeholder Al Mirabella
of Fanwood. Freeholder Mirabella
is the Freeholder liaison to the
board’s Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee. “Those who spent time in
prison camps or who are still miss-
ing should never be forgotten. The
liberties and freedoms that we en-
joy in this country were paid for by
their sacrifices.”

Veterans groups from through-
out the area will be in attendance,
and everyone is welcome to join
with Union County officials in
salut ing the brave men and
women.

DEP Promotes Sweeney
TRENTON – Last week, David

Sweeney was named the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection’s
(NJDEP) assistant commissioner for site
remediation. The program oversees the
cleanup of contaminated sites ranging
from large Superfund cases to heating oil
and gasoline releases.

Mr. Sweeney has been with the NJDEP
since 1988. He has led workgroups on
implementation of the Site Remediation
Reform Act and the new LSRP program.
He has been chief of the Bureau of Emer-
gency Response, provided technical sup-
port for site remediation and was a sec-
tion chief overseeing site remediation.

Mr. Sweeney earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Natural Sciences from
Thomas Edison College. He has been
active in the fire service for 20 years and
served as an emergency medical techni-
cian for 13 years.


