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Twin Towers Destroyed
work in the World Trade Center and
more than 200,000 people travel
through the towers on a daily basis. It is
estimated that approximately 24,000
people work at the Pentagon.

As of Tuesday night, there were no
official figures on the number of fatali-
ties, although city officials estimated
the number of casualties would be high
due to the hundreds of emergency per-
sonnel in and around the buildings at
the time of the collapses. As of 10:30
p.m. on Tuesday, more than 600
firefighters and New York City police
were still missing. New York City hos-
pitals were filled with the injured, in-
cluding victims with third-degree burns,
smoke inhalation and many eye inju-
ries from shattered, falling glass and
debris.

New York Governor George Pataki
and Acting Governor of New Jersey
Donald T. DiFrancesco declared states
of emergency, respectively, in order to
have the power to summon the Na-
tional Guard and other emergency per-
sonnel.

Thousands of emergency workers,
including all police, fire and rescue
squad workers, were summoned to duty.
Emergency workers from New Jersey
were allowed to enter New York City to
assist in containing the disaster.

Thousands of New Jersey commut-
ers were trapped in New York City
when bridges and tunnels were closed
and most forms of public transporta-
tion were suspended for the remainder
of the day. Many of those evacuated
were advised by emergency personnel
to wait inside nearby buildings until the
smoke and falling debris settled. Res-
cue workers escorted the evacuated
workers to Battery City Park, where
tugboats, ferries and local cruise boats
transported the shaken commuters
across the Hudson River to Hoboken
and Jersey City to other forms of trans-
portation to various parts of New Jer-
sey.

For most of the day, telephone ser-
vice in and out of New York City was
inoperable, as the system was over-
burdened with calls from concerned
family and friends, who anxiously
awaited word on the whereabouts of
their loved ones. Cell phone service
in and out of the city worked inter-
mittently or not at all at varying times.

The major network news stations,
which transmit from the towers, in-
cluding ABC, NBC and CBS, went
off the air for several minutes imme-
diately following the plane crashes
and had interruptions in service for
several hours. Emergency telephone
numbers were announced on the net-
works for information about family
and friends who worked in the Trade
Center or who were passengers
aboard the affected flights.

As of 11:15 p.m. on Tuesday, there
were network reports of cell phone
calls coming from inside the towers
from survivors trapped under the de-
bris. Many bodies were also pulled
from the debris throughout the day,
but exact numbers were not given.

The identity of the terrorists re-
sponsible for the attacks has not yet
been confirmed by Tuesday night,
but government sources reported that
the Afghanistan Taliban, linked to
Muslim terrorist leader Osama bin
Laden, claimed responsibility for the
disasters.

He has also reportedly met with the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad regarding their
common hatred of the United States

Several months ago, bin Laden was
quoted as saying that he would exact
“extreme vengeance” and retribution
on the United States for political ac-
tions in the past.

Congressman James Moran of Vir-
ginia was quoted on a news website as
saying that he had learned at a Wash-
ington briefing that the fourth jet ap-
peared to be headed for the Presiden-
tial retreat, Camp David in Maryland,
when it crashed 85 miles short of its
intended target. Rumors that the gov-
ernment ordered the hijacked plane to
be shot down were denied by the State
Department.

Although Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld stopped short of
declaring this an “act of war,” when
questioned on television by ABC re-
porters, President George W. Bush
said that these horrible acts would not
go unpunished once it was determined
who was responsible.

Aircraft carriers were deployed off
the East and West Coasts of the United
States as a security measure, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Henry H. Shelton said, “the
Armed Forces are ready to go.” Most
State Department buildings, includ-
ing the White House, the Capitol, the
Pentagon, the Supreme Court and
many other government buildings in
Washington, D.C., and in New York
City were evacuated.

The collapse of the Twin Towers,
which housed many administrative of-
fices for international world banks
and other financial institutions, forced
the New York City Stock Exchange to
close. Other stock exchanges world-
wide followed suit as a precautionary
measure.

Portions of the Pentagon, one of the
largest buildings in the world and the
seat of the Defense Department, col-
lapsed after flames burned out of con-
trol for several hours. World Trade
Tower no. 7 also collapsed, presumed
to have been caused by associated fire.

The construction of the Trade Center
began in 1966 and was completed in
1972. The towers were 1,368 feet tall
— the tallest buildings in city and the
third largest in the world. They housed
many administrative offices of the
world’s largest, international banks and
investment firms, including the offices
of Morgan Stanley Dean Witter. The
towers were also the home of a 427,000-
square-foot retail space known as The
Mall, which was occupied by retailers
such as The Gap, J. Crew, Banana
Republic and The Limited. The towers
also housed numerous museums, res-
taurants, hotels and a rooftop observa-
tory. The world-renowned Windows
on the World restaurant occupied the
North Tower’s 107th floor.

In an unprecedented move by the
Federal Aviation Administration, air-
ports throughout the nation were shut
down, and all commercial airline flights
were ordered to land at the nearest
airport.

Many municipal buildings in New
York and New Jersey also closed to
allow employees an opportunity to
locate family members who were still
trapped in New York. Most local
schools remained opened, with coun-
selors on hand to support students
who were traumatized by the day’s
events.

Many local students who have par-
ents that work in New York were
summoned to their school’s guid-
ance offices to be counseled and to
ensure that they were released home
to either a parent or emergency con-
tact person at the close of the school
day. Several local churches held or
will hold special prayer services for
those who were affected by the trag-
edies.

There is no word yet on the number
of local families that will be seriously
affected by the tragic events.

Dedicated to the more than 3,000 people who lost their lives
on September 11, 2001 – but especially to our Westfield and
Scotch Plains family:

Andrew Alameno
David Campbell

Michael Davidson
Dean Eberling

Stephen M. Fogel
Thomas Glasser

Matthew Horning

Leo Russell Keene, 3rd
Richard B. Madden
Mark Rothenberg
John S. Salerno
See-Wong Shum

Anthony M. Starita
James Walsh

Westfield 9/11 Ceremony Is 10 a.m. Saturday
WESTFIELD - The Town of Westfield will observe the 9th anniversary

of the September 11 terrorist attacks with a community gathering on
Saturday, September 11, 2010, at the September 11th Memorial site on
North Avenue at East Broad Street. The commemoration ceremony will
begin at 10 a.m. with opening remarks from Mayor Andrew Skibitsky.
Local clergy will offer prayers of commemoration followed by the
presentation of the ceremonial wreath by an honor guard. The ceremony
will conclude with a period of quiet contemplation as those in attendance
stand united as a community to support each other and those who lost
loved ones. The ceremony will be held rain or shine.

Woman Threatening to Jump
Is Rescued From Rooftop

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A distraught woman
was successfully led to safety last Friday
night after threatening to jump from the
roof of a three-story building in downtown
Westfield.

Westfield police received the first of two
calls at 6:23 p.m. concerning an individual
on the roof of the building, located at Elm
and Quimby Streets, according to Westfield
Police Captain Clifford Auchter.

He said officers made their way to the
roof, where they discovered the woman.
According to other sources, the 43-year-old
woman resides in the building with her adult
son and their cat and, following difficulties
with her landlord, was facing eviction.

Captain Auchter said the woman,
whose name was not released, “appeared
to be distraught, and I guess had made

some threats to jump off the building.”
She also had hung a banner from the
building stating that her landlord had
caused her, her son and her cat to be-
come homeless, the captain said.

Members of the Union County SWAT
Negotiation Team and county prosecutor’s
office joined Westfield police officers on
the roof “and began talks with the indi-
vidual” that lasted for several hours, Cap-
tain Auchter said. Meanwhile, the Union
County Police Department Special Opera-
tions Unit set up an inflatable mattress on
the street below in the event the woman
jumped or fell, the captain said.

Captain Auchter told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that, at about 10
p.m., the woman allowed authorities to
escort her from the roof to a waiting
ambulance for transport to a hospital for
evaluation.

UCERT Commander
Lauds Westfield Police
Editor’s Note: This was sent to Westfield

Police Chief John Parizeau.
I would like to take this opportunity to

bring to your attention some behind-the-
scene details of the incident that occurred
on Friday, September 3.

I had a conversation with [Westfield]
Captain Dave Wayman Officer In Charge
(OK) of the situation that was unfolding on
Elm Street. Captain Wayman briefed me
regarding the distraught female on the roof
ledge of a third floor building. It was de-
cided that the UCERT Crisis Negotiator
Element and two UCERT Command Of-
ficers would respond to assist.

Upon my arrival, I observed a very con-
trolled scene. Captain Wayman was clearly
in command of the operation, and he had a
good grasp of what was a rapidly evolving
situation. There was a smooth coordination
of efforts between Captain Wayman, WPD
on scene personnel, Westfield Fire, UCPD
ESU (Jump Bag Deployment), Sgt. [Jason]
Rodger, P/O Beirne, UCERT Crisis Nego-
tiators Weinberg, Dasilva, Lugo, Jackson,
Corte, UCERT Mental Health Doctor and
UCERT Command Mogenseflusso.

I want to especially bring to your atten-
tion Sgt. Rodger’s efforts regarding this
situation. In a strange turn of events, I
became a secondary negotiator in assisting
primary CNT operator James Weinberg.
From the roof edge, we were able to com-
municate with the suicidal female and bro-
ker a deal which ultimately lead to her
peaceful return from the roof ledge. I ob-
served Sgt. Rodger supervising the
Westfield officers under his command on
the roof in an exemplary fashion. Sgt. Rodger
further coordinated the operation and infor-
mation flow from the rooftop negotiations
to the OIC and all other officers involved
during this negotiation.

Chief, all officers involved in this stress-
ful situation acted in a professional, deter-
mined and efficient manner to diffuse and
resolve this incident in a positive way. As a
26-year law enforcement officer and found-
ing member of UCERT, I know that this
positive result is directly related to the
coordination of efforts by Captain Wayman,
Sgt. Rodger, Sgt. Lugo, officer Beime and
UCERT Operators Corte, Dasilva,
Weinberg, Russo and Jackson.

I further commend your ESU and Patrol
Division on a job well done in handling the
crowd of over 100 spectators and the over-
all operation in your busy downtown area.

Lt. Martin Mogensen
Commander UCERT

Commander U.C. SWAT

orange fireball.”
“Later, I saw yet another unbeliev-

able sight, the collapse of the tower. It
just dropped down,” he said. A still
emotional Mr. Glassford added, “It’s
an absolute horror, thinking something
like this can happen here. Such an
organized attack taking place over so
many different places is just totally,
unbelievable, totally unexpected. There
just are no words.”

specifications for the demolition.
“It’s coming down in October…one

way or the other,” said Mayor Mahr
of the building.

There was no discussion regarding
what the buyer plans to do with the
property, assuming the sale happens
as planned and there are no compli-
cations with the demolition.

In other business, the governing
body got an update from Borough
Engineer Dominick Carrino about
the ongoing Russell Road reconstruc-
tion project. Mr. Carrino said final
paving of the roadway was supposed
to begin this week, but he noticed that
the so-called “sub-base” of the road
“may not have been compacted prop-
erly” in several spots.

“As far as I’m concerned, [the con-
tractor] needs to pull it out and re-
place it,” Mr. Carrino said.

Councilman Parenti said, “It’s bet-
ter to find out now [rather] than later.”

Mayor Mahr agreed, adding,
“We’re spending good money” on
the project.

The governing body also discussed
the following: plans to clarify regula-
tions regarding sidewalk “sandwich
boards” that advertise downtown
businesses; discussions with the plan-
ning board regarding residential
driveway width regulations; and the
need to do a title search to determine
whether the borough or someone else
owns a parcel of land off Midway
Avenue.
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Fanwood Democrats
focus on patrolling streets.

Ms. Mitchell said the borough has
saved money by not replacing a 35-
year veteran police officer who re-
cently retired or filling a lieutenant
position when Richard Trigo was el-
evated to acting police chief. She said
the new chief, who replaced retired
Chief Donald Domanoski, has saved
money by reducing overtime.

“But we are committed to maintain-
ing a level of safety,” Mr. Boris em-
phasized.

The candidates were asked about
the recommendations of a shared-ser-
vices committee made up of represen-
tatives of Fanwood and Scotch Plains.
Among the recommendations is the
proposed merging of the two police
departments, construction offices and
public works departments.

Mr. Boris said the report is more of
a “road map” for the towns, noting
that before departments are merged, it
would have to be shown that such
actions would cut costs while not im-
pacting services.

Ms. Mitchell said the two towns
already share tax assessors and tax
collectors. Fanwood is also member
of the Westfield Regional Board of
Health.

In terms of the downtown redevel-
opment plan, Mr. Boris, who serves
on the planning board, said the new
transit tunnel under construction will
“create a demand for professionals
who want to live by a train station and
take the train direct to Manhattan.”

He said a building at the corner of
South and Martine Avenues, previ-
ously housing the Internet Café, is
expected to be demolished this month
The site will feature a four-story build-
ing with businesses at street level and

three floors of apartments.
“More people in the downtown

means more foot traffic. More foot
traffic equals more restaurants [and]
more businesses,” Mr. Boris said. “The
new restaurants add more to the tax
base.” In addition, condominiums will
be built near LaGrande Park, also walk-
ing distance to the train station.

He said these new restaurants would
not have children, as these both hous-
ing developments will be high-end
properties due to their proximity to a
train station.

Ms. Mitchell noted that Flannery’s,
an Irish Pub, has opened on South
Avenue, and Irma’s Hallmark is now
under new ownership.

“I think it’s just a testament to
Fanwood that people, in these eco-
nomic times, are willing to spend mil-
lions of dollars in town, particularly
with the redevelopment,” she said.

Mr. Boris said when Republicans
had the majority in the borough, their
plan was to use eminent domain to
obtain properties and have one devel-
oper. “That upset the local business
community and upset the local resi-
dents,” he said.

He said Democrats have brought in
multiple developers, with the borough
requiring that the Victorian architec-
tural style be maintained.

Mr. Boris noted that progress on
downtown developments were delayed
during the national recession.

“But the good thing is Fanwood is
coming out of that,” he said. “It’s (the
building at South and Martine) been
done the right way. It’s been done with
the support of the community, and it’s
been done with the support of the
businesses.”

Regarding the Station Square high-
end condo development on the former
Dean Oil site across from Lagrande
Park on Second Street, Ms. Mitchell
said the project has been approved by
the Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP), but the borough has yet
to be furnished with the necessary
paperwork for construction to begin.

“I think there is so much to be
done,” Ms. Mitchell said. “I’d like to
see the redevelopment finished. I’d
like to see where we go with these
shared services. And I am really pas-
sionate about keeping taxes as low as
we can. It’s the only way residents can
survive.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood

dations and to receive public input.
Copies of the report are available in the
offices of both municipal clerks as well
as on the township’s website.

Mr. Marion said on Tuesday that
starting later this week, the current left-
turn onto northbound Bonnie Burn
Road at the northern end of the Route
22 bridge would be eliminated for about
two months as part of the 20-month
refurbishment project. Detour routes
will be posted, he said.


