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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOTCH PLAINS IS BUZZING...Thousands of township and area residents
made their annual pilgrimage to the Italian Feast at St. Bartholomew’s during the
Labor Day weekend, when almost autumn-like evening temperatures assured big
crowds each of the four nights.
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Twin Towers DestroyedCommuters Riveted
By Tragedy on 9/11

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Leaving behind the billowing plumes
of smoke and terror striking Lower
Manhattan, commuters arrived safely
into Westfield’s train station via NJ
Transit from the city and Port Author-
ity in Elizabeth.

Visibly anxious, commuters Mike
Webb and Donald Glassford were will-
ing to relate their experiences from a
devastating day that they could never
anticipate.

Mr. Webb said, “Although at this
time the Port Authority is closed, trains
are running one way – out. It’s a load-
and-go situation.”

“NJ Transit is very organized,” Mr.
Webb stressed. “They’re getting every-
body out.”

An employee at CBS Sports, he was
advised by his superiors not to come
into the city yesterday, the day after the
tragedy. Instead, he would conduct busi-
ness by conference calls until further
notice.

Mr. Glassford, who is employed as a
distributor in auto services in Port Eliza-
beth, was one among many with a
clearer view of the city.

He commented, “I saw the second
plane heading across the river over
Bayonne. What I saw next was just
incomprehensible to me…this huge

September 11, 2001
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

In what is being equated with the
1941 attack on Pearl Harbor in its
devastating magnitude of death and
destruction, Tuesday, September 11,
2001 will be a date infamously linked
with the worst act of terrorism to ever
touch American soil.

Countless numbers of lives and the
New York City skyline have been
horrifically altered by a terrorist at-
tack that totally destroyed the World
Trade Center Twin Towers after two
hijacked airline jets crashed into the
110-story buildings. A third hijacked
jet was intentionally plunged into the
Pentagon 15 minutes before the first
of the Twin Towers caved in and
collapsed.

Two hijacked commercial airline
jets were flown directly into The
World Trade Center Twin Towers,
located in Battery Park City in Lower
Manhattan, on Tuesday morning in
what is being described as a terrorist
suicide mission. The North Tower
was hit at approximately 8:45 a.m.
near the 80th floor, and the South
Tower was hit near the 70th floor at
approximately 9:03 a.m.

As of yesterday morning, much of
New York City was paralyzed by the
attacks, and many schools and busi-

nesses were shut down.
Both Trade Center towers had huge,

gaping holes from which flames,
smoke and debris poured out for hours
after the crashes. A third hijacked jet
subsequently crashed into the Penta-
gon at approximately 9:45 a.m. A
fourth jet crashed approximately 80
miles outside of Pittsburgh at 10:10
a.m.

Then, one hour after the first crash,
the North Tower collapsed on itself at
10 a.m. and the South Tower col-
lapsed approximately one half-hour
later at 10:30 a.m. Both towers
crumbled into piles of rubble, send-
ing shattered glass and a thick cloud
of smoke, debris and soot billowing
into the streets of Lower Manhattan
for hours, covering cars and people
trapped in its blinding wake with silt
and dust.

Although numerous employees
were evacuated after the initial plane
crashes, eyewitness accounts from
the streets below reported, on the
major news stations, seeing people
plunge out of upper-story windows,
to their death, from the fiery floors
above.

Thousands of terrified people ran
frantically from the impenetrable
cloud of smoke that enveloped the en-
tire tip of Lower Manhattan after the
buildings collapsed.

Hundreds of passengers aboard the
four airplanes were immediately pre-
sumed dead, and thousands of New
York City and Pentagon employees
were injured. More than 50,000 people

So We Never Forget...

SP Council Passes Ordinance
Setting Lights-Out Time at Ballfields

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council has enacted an ordinance
mandating that lights at township
ballfields and parks be turned off no
later than 10 p.m.

The ordinance was set to be voted on
at the council’s August 17 meeting, but
final consideration was tabled after
Deputy Mayor Dominick Bratti, at that
earlier meeting, proposed rolling back
the closing time to 9:30 p.m., saying
privately-owned lighted fields, such as
the Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools, extinguish their lights at
9:30 p.m. The council consulted with
the township’s recreation commission
before keeping the 10 p.m. time in the
ordinance.

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss said at
the council’s meeting on Tuesday

evening that the shut-off time was ear-
lier than most area towns and parks,
and Recreation Director Ray Poerio
said games were expected to end by
9:45 p.m., giving players and specta-
tors 15 minutes to clear the field and
exit the parking lot. Two residents liv-
ing adjacent to the southside soccer
field expressed concern about lights
remaining lit late into the evening or lit
even when no games were being played.
Mr. Poerio said a system was in place to
ensure that the lights are on only when
games are being played and only up
until the 10 p.m. closing time.

The council was also set to vote on an
ordinance setting new towing fees, but
Councilman Kevin Glover asked that it
be tabled until the September 21 meet-
ing. Saying he saw no reason to boost
the fees “other than to enrich” local
towing firms, Mr. Glover also noted
that he had been absent from the
council’s August conference meeting
at which Scotch Plains Police Sergeant
Ernesto Hernandez had briefed the
council on the police department’s rea-
sons for seeking the increase.

Mayor Nancy Malool and Township
Manager Chris Marion expressed frus-
tration with Mr. Glover’s request for a
delay, which was eventually granted.
Mr. Marion complained about the time
the council was spending meeting with
township professionals on various mat-
ters and then deciding afterwards to
delay taking formal action on those
matters. “I’m not happy about that,” he
said, pointing to similar comments
made last month by Councilwoman
Mary DePaola.

In other business, nearly a dozen
residents spoke to the council about the
proposal by Union Catholic High
School to install lights at its ballfield.
The township’s planning board is hear-
ing the application, but the process is
being delayed by procedural wrangling,
with two attorneys representing ob-

jecting neighbors who contend that the
township’s zoning board of adjustment,
not the planning board, should be hear-
ing the application. Both Mayor Malool
and Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer
cautioned those who spoke that the
council could not express any opinions
on the application, nor could it exert
influence over either board in the mat-
ter.

Most of those who spoke expressed
opposition to the plan, with Rajul Shah
speaking for nearly 15 minutes about
her perceptions of excessive noise from
the games, people looking into her yard
and what she felt was a deterioration in
the quality of life for her family. Ms.
Shah, an attorney hired to argue against
the application, said, “It hurts me to
fight with a neighbor.” Another resi-
dent living adjacent to the field said she
had collected several dozen baseballs
from errant hits during games and com-
plained that the proposed light pole
would be 10 feet from her property
line.

Several representatives from Union
Catholic High School, including Jim
Regan, Sr., the athletic director, and
David Luciano, the school’s baseball
coach, defended the proposal.

In other matters, Mayor Malool said
the final report of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Shared Services Study Com-
mittee would be made available to the
public this week. The committee, which
spent much of 2009 examining pos-
sible shared service ventures between
the two towns under the guidance of
consultant Jersey Professional Man-
agement (JPM), completed its work
late last year, and members of both
governing bodies were provided with
JPM’s recommendations in the spring.

Mayor Malool said the two towns’
governments will hold joint public
meetings in mid-October and mid-
November to discuss the recommen-
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Public Meetings to Be Held
On Shared-Services Report

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their monthly agenda meeting Tues-
day night, held a discussion on a
shared services report that was com-
pleted several months ago, but has
yet to be publicly released.

The report was prepared following
a joint Fanwood-Scotch Plains shared
services study, conducted by Jersey
Professional Management, and
funded by a $48,000 state grant.

Although the report was completed
as anticipated at the end of last year,
Mayor Mahr and the governing body
pointed to several reasons for the
delay of its release, mainly the school
budget elections and the need for
officials from both municipalities to
review the report separately and then
discuss it together.

At Tuesday night’s meeting, Mayor
Mahr said news releases being dis-
tributed this week would announce
that the study’s results are now “open
to the public.”

The mayor also announced that
there would be two evening public
“forums” scheduled, one in October
and one in November, on the shared
services report.

“We’ll get [the report] up on the
[borough’s] website and go from
there,” said Mayor Mahr, adding,
“We’ll invite the public in to talk with
us about [the report] after they’ve had
a chance to look at it.”

Borough officials have previously
characterized the shared services re-
port as a starting point for potential
ways the two municipalities might,
or might not, be willing or able to
share services, with an eye toward
reducing operating expenses and sav-
ing money.

Also Tuesday night, the governing
body held a special meeting on a

resolution pursuant to the former
Rocco’s Tavern property at 193 Terrill
Road. The measure authorizes the
borough to advertise for bids to knock
down the building and garage, which
have been vacant and deteriorating
for several years.

“There is a buyer for the property,”
said Borough Attorney Dennis Estis,
who indicated the closing is expected
to take place before the end of this
month.

Mr. Estis said the borough has in-
formed the attorney for the buyer that
it is the buyer’s responsibility to de-
molish the building, “or we’ll do it,”
and be reimbursed by the buyer by
placing a lien on the property.

“This has been an eyesore for
years…we are looking to get this
done as soon as possible,” Mr. Estis
said.

The borough’s Chief Financial Of-
ficer, Fred Tomkins, said Fanwood
could declare an emergency regard-
ing the site and then demolish the
structure without going out to bid,
but Mr. Estis recommended waiting
for the closing and allowing the buyer
the chance to do the tear-down.

Mr. Tomkins noted that the bor-
ough still requires the approval of an
“emergency appropriation” in the
event that it winds up completing the
demolition. The estimated cost is
somewhere between $29,000 and
$50,000 depending on whether there
is asbestos or other contaminants at
the site.

Councilman Anthony Parenti also
wondered if there might be an old oil
tank in the basement of the building.

“That gets us into October,” said
Mr. Tomkins, noting the soonest the
appropriation could be approved is
the governing body’s first meeting
next month. Meanwhile, the borough
engineer is preparing the plans and

FW’s Mitchell, Boris Focus
On Redevelopment, Taxes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Keeping local taxes
under control, completing the down-
town-redevelopment plan and imple-
menting recommendations of a
shared- services report are the main
campaign issues Fanwood Demo-
cratic Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell and her running mate, Kevin
Boris, are putting forth to voters this
fall.

Ms. Mitchell said taxes remain the
hot-button issue in the borough, but
that residents understand the chal-
lenges the governing body has faced
with a state aid cut in a difficult
economy.

“We have done very, very good
with what we have (finances),” she
said, noting that the borough came in
under the current 4-percent state cap
at a tax increase of 3.6 percent. Mr.
Boris noted that the borough’s por-
tion of tax bills is 17 percent, with the
school system accounting for 63 per-
cent and the county 20 percent.

She said seniors are especially im-
pacted by tax increases, noting that,
in addition to the slashing of state aid,
Governor Chris Christie eliminated
property-tax rebate programs.

Mr. Boris, whose law firm serves
as municipal attorney in Monroe

Township, said the borough must push
to get the so-called “tool kit” – with
reforms such as arbitration reform
for collective bargaining agreements
– to help Fanwood meet its 2-percent
cap on tax levy increases.

“What we have seen with the Gov-
ernor is a slash and run. Slash aid to
the local level and then run from the
problem, and put that burden on the
local level,” Mr. Boris said.

“Fanwoodians need a voice in op-
position to the cut-and-run policies
that are going to come from Trenton.
They need a voice to say, ‘Well, if you
are going to cut our aid from Trenton,
how can you help us? What tool box
can you give us that’s going to keep
us within the 2-percent cap?’” he
asked.

“I am not going to be a yes man,” he
said. “I am going to demand a tool
box that keeps services appropriate
for the residents of Fanwood and a
tool box that is cost effective and
financially responsible.”

One area that has helped the bor-
ough save money is shared-services
agreements, such as the one with
Union County for dispatch services.
Mr. Boris said the agreement will
save the borough $250,000 over three
years, while also freeing up police to

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHOWING DOWN...Frank Chupko, left, and Howie Jones, center, enjoy the picnic after the annual St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League championship game, held at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.
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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Fanwood Democratic Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell and her running mate, Kevin Boris, left, visit with Paul Peyton at The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times office last week.
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