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York City and Pentagon employees
were injured. More than 50,000 people
work in the World Trade Center and
more than 200,000 people travel
through the towers on a daily basis. It is
estimated that approximately 24,000
people work at the Pentagon.

As of Tuesday night, there were
no official figures on the number of
fatalities, although city officials es-
timated the number of casualties
would be high due to the hundreds of
emergency personnel in and around
the buildings at the time of the col-
lapses. As of 10:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
more than 600 firefighters and New
York City police were still missing.
New York City hospitals were filled
with the injured, including victims
with third-degree burns, smoke in-
halation and many eye injuries from
shattered, falling glass and debris.

New York Governor George Pataki
and Acting Governor of New Jersey
Donald T. DiFrancesco declared
states of emergency, respectively, in
order to have the power to summon
the National Guard and other emer-
gency personnel.

Thousands of emergency work-
ers, including all police, fire and
rescue squad workers, were sum-
moned to duty. Emergency workers
from New Jersey were allowed to
enter New York City to assist in
containing the disaster.

Thousands of New Jersey commut-
ers were trapped in New York City
when bridges and tunnels were closed
and most forms of public transporta-
tion were suspended for the remainder
of the day. Many of those evacuated
were advised by emergency personnel
to wait inside nearby buildings until the
smoke and falling debris settled. Res-
cue workers escorted the evacuated
workers to Battery City Park, where
tugboats, ferries and local cruise boats
transported the shaken commuters
across the Hudson River to Hoboken
and Jersey City to other forms of trans-
portation to various parts of New Jer-
sey.

For most of the day, telephone ser-
vice in and out of New York City was
inoperable, as the system was over-
burdened with calls from concerned
family and friends, who anxiously
awaited word on the whereabouts of
their loved ones. Cell phone service
in and out of the city worked inter-
mittently or not at all at varying times.

The major network news stations,
which transmit from the towers, in-
cluding ABC, NBC and CBS, went
off the air for several minutes imme-
diately following the plane crashes
and had interruptions in service for
several hours. Emergency telephone
numbers were announced on the net-
works for information about family
and friends who worked in the Trade
Center or who were passengers
aboard the affected flights.

As of 11:15 p.m. on Tuesday, there
were network reports of cell phone
calls coming from inside the towers
from survivors trapped under the de-
bris. Many bodies were also pulled
from the debris throughout the day,
but exact numbers were not given.

The identity of the terrorists re-
sponsible for the attacks has not yet
been confirmed by Tuesday night,
but government sources reported that
the Afghanistan Taliban, linked to
Muslim terrorist leader Osama bin
Laden, claimed responsibility for the
disasters.

He has also reportedly met with the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad regarding their
common hatred of the United States

Several months ago, bin Laden was
quoted as saying that he would exact
“extreme vengeance” and retribution
on the United States for political ac-
tions in the past.

Congressman James Moran of Vir-
ginia was quoted on a news website as
saying that he had learned at a Wash-
ington briefing that the fourth jet ap-
peared to be headed for the Presiden-
tial retreat, Camp David in Maryland,
when it crashed 85 miles short of its
intended target. Rumors that the gov-
ernment ordered the hijacked plane to
be shot down were denied by the State
Department.

Although Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld stopped short of
declaring this an “act of war,” when
questioned on television by ABC re-
porters, President George W. Bush
said that these horrible acts would not
go unpunished once it was determined
who was responsible.

Aircraft carriers were deployed off
the East and West Coasts of the United
States as a security measure, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Henry H. Shelton said, “the
Armed Forces are ready to go.” Most
State Department buildings, includ-
ing the White House, the Capitol, the
Pentagon, the Supreme Court and
many other government buildings in
Washington, D.C., and in New York
City were evacuated.

The collapse of the Twin Towers,
which housed many administrative of-
fices for international world banks
and other financial institutions, forced
the New York City Stock Exchange to
close. Other stock exchanges world-
wide followed suit as a precautionary
measure.

Portions of the Pentagon, one of the
largest buildings in the world and the
seat of the Defense Department, col-
lapsed after flames burned out of con-
trol for several hours. World Trade
Tower no. 7 also collapsed, presumed
to have been caused by associated fire.

The construction of the Trade Center
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have concerns with the effect of rein-
forcement on the building and the
structure holding the system,” noting
that the roofs may need more struc-
tural analysis to ensure safety.

BOE President Mary-Beth
Schaumberg said, “We’ve continu-
ally had to postpone roofing projects
and paving in the back parking lots”
due to financial restraints.

The board adjourned into execu-
tive session to discuss the project and
ultimately decided not to go forward.
Acting Business Administrator
Daniel Saragnese confirmed there
were “too many concerns with the
long-term structural situation of the
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9/11, Manhattan Attacked
began in 1966 and was completed in
1972. The towers were 1,368 feet tall
— the tallest buildings in city and the
third largest in the world. They housed
many administrative offices of the
world’s largest, international banks and
investment firms, including the offices
of Morgan Stanley Dean Witter. The
towers were also the home of a 427,000-
square-foot retail space known as The
Mall, which was occupied by retailers
such as The Gap, J. Crew, Banana
Republic and The Limited. The towers
also housed numerous museums, res-
taurants, hotels and a rooftop observa-
tory. The world-renowned Windows
on the World restaurant occupied the
North Tower’s 107th floor.

In an unprecedented move by the
Federal Aviation Administration, air-
ports throughout the nation were shut
down, and all commercial airline flights
were ordered to land at the nearest
airport.

Many municipal buildings in New
York and New Jersey also closed to
allow employees an opportunity to
locate family members who were still
trapped in New York. Most local
schools remained opened, with coun-
selors on hand to support students
who were traumatized by the day’s
events.

Many local students who have par-
ents that work in New York were
summoned to their school’s guid-
ance offices to be counseled and to
ensure that they were released home
to either a parent or emergency con-
tact person at the close of the school
day. Several local churches held or
will hold special prayer services for
those who were affected by the trag-
edies.

There is no word yet on the number
of local families that will be seriously
affected by the tragic events.

roof and parking lot, as well as poten-
tial economics.” He said, “We will
reconsider next summer when the
project enters phase two to make sure
that it’s right and going to work.”

The BOE passed a motion that
raises school lunch costs to $2.50 for
the 2010-2011 school year. Milk pur-
chased separately will cost 50 cents.
Mr. Saragnese said the increase in-
tends to “help the district break even”
on costs associated with school meals.
Mr. Saragnese suggested tailoring the
foodservice program to fit require-
ments to join the National School
Lunch Program. Mr. Saragnese said
benefits would include “federal sub-
sidies” that could be used to improve
the program and offer healthier food
choices. He said, “I’ll be in the caf-
eterias each month buying the same
lunch as the students, and making
evaluations based on what I see.”

The board approved curriculum for
2010-2011 to include study skills for
grades 5 and 6, computer literacy for
grades 5 to 8, and journalism in grades
7 to 8. Mrs. Baubles said, “I’m glad to
see study skills back in the curricu-
lum.” She added, “The journalism
class will teach students how to write
newspaper articles” and computer lit-
eracy courses will “teach students
Microsoft programs in fifth grade
and focus on audio and visual pro-
grams in grades 6 and up.”

Mrs. Schaumberg also apologized
for the “confusion involving the late
delivery of the school first-aid pack-
ets.” She explained the delay was
with the Rahway Post Office, which
handles the district’s bulk mail.
“Hopefully, by now, everyone has
received their packets,” she said.

for a four-way red when a pedestrian
presses the button to cross. He said
that this would prevent cars from
blocking the crosswalk when attempt-
ing to make a left turn. The council
agreed to ask Union County if this
was possible with the traffic light it is
installing.

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
suggested that if the four-way stop
was not possible that the intersection
be re-evaluated because it is the only
eliminated crossing guard post that is
drawing complaints from residents.

Matthew Sontz of Vernon Terrace,
who previously ran as a Democrat for
Third Ward councilman, told the
council that in the past, the residents
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Gildea: Lowering of Bond Rating Will
Have Little Impact on Westfield

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said, last week, that the down-
grading of Westfield’s bonds would not
have much of an impact on the town’s
financial picture. Moody’s Investors Ser-
vice has dropped Westfield’s municipal
bond rating on general obligation bonds
one level to to Aa2, the third highest
investment grade.

The move affected $8.85 million of
outstanding debt that Mr. Gildea said was
issued between 2004 and 2006. Moody’s
reported that Westfield’s surplus declined
to $2.12 million last year from $2.85
million. The town faced a $1-million
reduction in state aid this year under
Governor Chris Christie’s first budget.

“Moody’s believes the town’s finan-
cial position and liquidity will remain
pressured, following five consecutive
operating deficits, as continued revenue
weaknesses and ongoing expenditure
demands challenge the town’s ability to
regain structurally balanced operations,”
according to Moody’s. “The Aa2 rating
additionally reflects the expectation that
growth of the town’s sizable $7.66-bil-
lion residential tax base will remain mini-
mal over the near term, given recessionary
economic conditions and existing tax
appeal activity.”

Mr. Gildea said the Aa2 rating is strong,
noting that Westfield’s “large tax base”
has remained stable despite the “difficult
economy.”

Moody’s said declines in the town’s

current surplus in fiscal 2008 and 2009 of
$1.05 million and $727,000, respectively,
“were tied to the implementation of the
state imposed 4-percent levy cap along
with construction and interest on invest-
ment revenues coming in under budget.”
The state has since reduced the cap on tax
levies to 2 percent.

The town appropriated $1.84 million
or 86.7 percent of its surplus in Fiscal
Year 2010 to lower the tax levy limit,
reduced salaries and wages by $1 million
and instituted a zero-percent salary in-
creases in an effort to offset a $1-million
reduction in state aid in the 2010 munici-
pal budget, according to the Moody’s
report. Mr. Gildea said the town is trying
to regenerate its surplus while dealing
with tax caps.

Mr. Gildea said Moody’s was happy
with the town’s debt-management plan,
which, according to Moody’s, stated that
Westfield “can only appropriate capital
improvements every two years and the
size of the appropriations will be guided
by the amount of principal indebtedness
scheduled to mature during the same two-
year period.”

Mr. Gildea said Moody’s report did
not impact Standard & Poor’s AAA rat-
ing for general-obligation bonds floated
last year by the town.

“Westfield has always had a good repu-
tation in the bond marketplace,” Mr.
Gildea said, noting the town has always
received “pretty favorable” rates on bonds.
“Arguably, we could have been dropped
even lower” by Moody’s, he said.

Westfield 9/11 Ceremony Is 10 a.m. Saturday
WESTFIELD - The Town of Westfield will observe the ninth anniver-

sary of the September 11 terrorist attacks with a community gathering this
Saturday, September 11, at the September 11th Memorial site on North
Avenue at East Broad Street. The commemoration ceremony will begin at
10 a.m. with opening remarks from Mayor Andrew Skibitsky. Local
clergy will offer prayers of commemoration followed by the presentation
of the ceremonial wreath by an honor guard. The ceremony will conclude
with a period of quiet contemplation as those in attendance stand united
as a community to support each other and those who lost loved ones. The
ceremony will be held rain or shine.

it’s a great feat for the people who
need jobs and need to get into a great
industry,” Mr. Guzzo said.

Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan
said the money was awarded in what
was “obviously an extremely com-
petitive grant.”

In other business, detainees at the
Bergen County Detention Center will
be housed at the Union County Juve-
nile Detention Center in Linden while
a new facility is constructed in
Teterboro. The current facility is in
Paramus.

Mr. Guzzo told the freeholders that
he is working on a draft agreement
whereby Union County would house
up to 20 juveniles at a rate of $225 per
day per kid at its 76-bed facility.

“This is a good contract for us. Its
obviously a good one Bergen be-
cause they need it,” he said. Bergen
will be responsible for transporting
the kids to and from the Linden de-
tention center.

Mr. Guzzo said Bergen wants the
contract with Union County com-
pleted by November 1.

Mr. Guzzo said he will be asking
the board to approve a resolution next
month to amend an agreement with
the Office of Refugee Resettlement
(ORR) of the Division of Unaccom-
panied Children’s Services (DUCS)
of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services to increase the num-
ber kids housed at the detention cen-
ter to 15. The federal government has
provided $171,000 to the county un-
der the current contract that expires
September 30.

that the bus would be at Edison for
the after-school pickup, which it was.
Mr. Berman wrote to the parents,
extending our sincere apologies for
the inconvenience caused by the bus
company,” she added.

The bus route was operational Fri-
day morning, with the same bus driver
as last year.

“She is an experienced driver,
knows the route and knows Westfield
very well. Mr. Berman was at Edison
School this morning (Friday) to per-
sonally observe the arrival of the bus.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School Bus

did not want a parking deck and de-
feated the plan, so if “people want a
crossing guard, there will be one.” He
said that he has knocked on doors of
Democrats and Independents in the
neighborhood, and they agree that a
crossing guard should be at that inter-
section. He suggested that the council
eliminate the part-time crossing guards
from the pension system so that they
could use the savings to reinstate the
eliminated crossing guard.

Public Safety Committee Chair-
woman JoAnn Neylan said that the
decision on which crossing guards to
eliminate “took a lot of time and
consideration” and that it was done
with safety in mind and was “not
political”  in nature.

Councilman Ciarrocca accused Mr.
Sontz of coming to the meeting to
“try and politically grandstand about
an issue.” He added that the savings
that could be realized by taking the
crossing guards out of the pension
system would not be enough to re-
place the eliminated position.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, who lives
in the same neighborhood, told the
residents that he “asked the experts
several times if this was the best
place” to eliminate a guard and was
assured that it was.

In addition to the nine eliminated
posts, seven lunchtime posts were
eliminated and hours were reduced at
three posts along Westfield Avenue.

Bayonne. What I saw next was just
incomprehensible to me…this huge
orange fireball.”

“Later, I saw yet another unbeliev-
able sight, the collapse of the tower. It
just dropped down,” he said. A still
emotional Mr. Glassford added, “It’s
an absolute horror, thinking something
like this can happen here. Such an
organized attack taking place over so
many different places is just totally,
unbelievable, totally unexpected. There
just are no words.”
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UCERT Commander
Commends WPD Action

Editor’s Note: The following was sent
to Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau.

I would like to take this opportunity
to bring to your attention some behind
the scene details of the incident that
occurred on Friday, September 3,2010.

I had a conversation with Captain
Dave Wayman, the officer in charge of
the situation that was unfolding on Elm
Street. Captain Wayman briefed me
regarding the distraught female on the
roof ledge of a third-floor building. It
was decided that the UCERT [Union
County Emergency Response Team]
Crisis Negotiator Element and two
UCERT command officers would re-
spond to assist.

Upon my arrival, I observed a very
controlled scene. Captain Wayman was
clearly in command of the operation and
he had a good grasp of what was a
rapidly evolving situation. There was a
smooth coordination of efforts between
Captain Wayman, Westfield Police De-
partment on scene personnel, Westfield
Fire Department, Union County Police
Department’s Emergency Service
Unit’s (ESU)  (Jump Bag Deployment),
Sergeant Jason Rodger, Police Officer
Beirne, UCERT crisis negotiators
Weinberg, Dasilva, Lugo, Jackson,
Corte, UCERT mental health doctor and
UCERT Commander Mogenseflusso.

I want to especially bring to your
attention Sgt. Rodger’s efforts regard-
ing this situation. In a strange turn of
events, I became a secondary negotiator
in assisting primary CNT operator James
Weinberg. From the roof edge, we were
able to communicate with the suicidal
female and broker a deal which ulti-
mately lead to her peaceful return from
the roof ledge. I observed Sgt. Rodger
supervising the Westfield officers under
his command on the roof in an exem-
plary fashion. Sgt. Rodger further coor-
dinated the operation and information
flow from the rooftop negotiations
to[Captain Wayman] and all other offic-
ers involved during this negotiation.

Chief, all officers involved in this
stressful situation acted in a professional,
determined and efficient manner to dif-
fuse and resolve this incident in a posi-
tive way. As a 26-year law enforcement
officer and founding member of UCERT,
I know that this positive result is directly
related to the coordination of efforts by
Captain Wayman, Sgt. Rodger, Sgt.
(Leonard) Lugo, Officer Beime and
UCERT Operators Corte, Dasilva,
Weinberg, Russo and Jackson.

I further commend your ESU and
Patrol Division on a job well done in
handling the crowd of over 100 specta-
tors and the overall operation in your
busy down town area.

Lt. Martin Mogensen
Commander UCERT

Commander U.C. SWAT

her landlord had caused her, her son
and her cat to become homeless, the
captain said.

Members of the Union County
SWAT Negotiation Team and county
prosecutor’s office joined Westfield
police officers on the roof “and began
talks with the individual” that lasted
for several hours, Captain Auchter
said. Meanwhile, the Union County
Police Department Special Operations
Unit set up an inflatable mattress on
the street below in the event the woman
jumped or fell, the captain said.

Captain Auchter told The Westfield
Leader that, at about 10 p.m., the
woman allowed authorities to escort
her from the roof to a waiting ambu-
lance for transport to a hospital for
evaluation.
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