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SUMMIT ADDED UNDEFEATED JV, FRESHMAN SQUAD

Hilltopper Footballers Could
Be ‘Kings of the Hill’ Again

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some may think, that after gradu-
ating 25 seniors, this year’s Summit
High School football team may expe-
rience a rude awakening. But think
again! The rude awakening may be
delivered to their opponents.

Last year the Hilltoppers were the
top team in Union County and ran the
table to capture the North Jersey,
Group 2, Section 2 crown by defeat-
ing Orange, 26-19, at Giants Stadium
to finish with an unblemished, 12-0
record. The ruthless Hilltoppers’ of-
fense saw to it that nine of their games
were shortened via the 35-point mercy
rule. Additionally, Head Coach John
Liberato was named Coach of the
Year and the team finished ranked
11th in the state.

The good news this season is that,
along with the several disciplined re-
turning starters, last year’s JV team
finished 9-0, and the freshmen fin-
ished 10-0, and with 110 kids in the
program, there is plenty of competi-
tion.

Last year’s starting quarterback,
Joe Jaskolski, has graduated, but jun-
ior Ryan Bringewatt has assumed the
quarterback responsibilities.

“He did really well last year at the
JV level. We are going to put him in a
position to do what he does best,”
coach Liberato said. “We run what
we call a shotgun Wing-T. We use a
lot of kids. We will have kids running
on and off the field.”

Senior Steve Whitman will be at left
halfback, while senior Sam Compton
and junior Tyler Reinmund will fill the
right halfback position. Senior Peter
Badgley will play fullback.

Senior Sal Liberato, who was a
starter at right halfback last year, has
shifted to the wide receiver position.
“We are doing what we feel is best for
our program,” coach Liberato said.

As the long snapper, Sal Liberato is
ranked 11th nationally.

At 6’6,” 225-lb., senior Ryan
O’Malley will set up at right wing.
Returning starting seniors, Max
Munoz (center), Nick Oristanio (right
guard) and right tackle Austin
Jennings, will link up with juniors

Andrew Perry (left guard) and Kyle
Codey (left tackle), and senior Will
Rupkey (left tackle) to protect
Bringewatt and the running backs.

“They have worked very hard. They
are extremely smart, and they are big,
strong physical kids,” coach Liberato
noted.

“It was hard losing the great se-
niors that we had, but we have young
guys, who are willing to step up, and
in the off-season, work in the weight
room. Even the younger guys know
they have a chance on the JV level.
We are working hard at all levels,”
Munoz said. “It should pay off for us.
We should be solid in the front five,
and hopefully we will get our running
backs going again.”

Defensively, the Hilltoppers will
work a 4-4 scheme. O’Malley and
returning starter Logan Jeffries will
set up, respectively, at the left and
right end positions. Jennings and jun-
ior Billy Hadley will be on the down
line. Oristanio and junior Stefano
Stadlinger will be the inside line-
backers. Badgley and senior Justin
Syrus will be at left and right outside
linebacker, respectively. Sal Liberato
and sophomore Kyre Negron will be
at right and left corner, respectively.
Junior Andrew Miller will be at safety.

“We have solid kids who have var-
sity experience up there. Last year,
we had two, two-way starters. This
year, we have five,” coach Liberato
noted.

On special teams, sophomore Mike
Badgley, who will be kicking off, has
been more than a pleasant surprise.

“He went down to the national kick-
ing camp and did extremely well. He
came in first place in the kicking for
accuracy and distance,” coach
Liberato pointed out.

Stadlinger will do the punting. Sal
Liberato and Negron, who will also
return punts, will return kickoffs.

Another factor that the Hilltoppers
have in their favor is that they have a
number of multi-sport athletes who
competed on the championship la-
crosse and track teams.

“The whole town knows what win-
ning is all about,” Peter Badgley said.

“A lot of kids play football and

lacrosse. The track team won the state
championship. We have something
good going on here,” added coach
Liberato.

The Hilltoppers were pleased with
the results of their scrimmage game
with Caldwell, Shore Regional and
Bloomfield on August 24.

“The outcome was outstanding. We
learned a lot. We got a chance to
evaluate a lot of kids. They are all
perennial powerhouses, perennial
playoff teams,” coach Liberato said.

“We had a scrimmage against
Shore, Bloomfield and Caldwell.
We were great. The offense pounded
the ball. Defense swarmed to the
ball. It really felt like we are the
same as last year, if not better,”
Peter Badgley said. “We have great
discipline. Our kids listen to coach,
do what they are told [and] execute
in practice.”

“We always look to help each other.
Work hard as a unit. We are working
together as a team, building together
and it’s really going to pay off for the
regular season, and we hope to have a
championship year again,” Munoz
said. “We know we may have to make
some changes along the way, but we
have great coaches who know how to
recognize things perfectly, so we will
hope for the best.”

Munoz and Badgley feel that Gov-
ernor Livingston (GL) could be con-
sidered their biggest rivalry game.

“Last year it was remarkable hav-
ing thousands of fans from both teams
cheering us on, so it was a great
game,” Badgley said.

But before they have the show-
down with the GL Highlanders, the
Hilltoppers must seriously prepare
for their home opener with Voorhees
on Saturday, September 11, at 1 p.m.

“We take it one step at a time. We
just want to be 1-0 after our first game
and go from there. That first game is
always important,” coach Liberato
said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HILLTOPPER SENIOR LEADERSHIP…The Summit Hilltopper football team has 18 strong seniors who anticipate
another very successful season. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Sal Liberato, Tony Masterfano, Jerome Madrigal, Nick
Oristanio, Peter Badgley and Stephen Whitman; middle row, Henry Rasweiler, Sam Compton, Justin Cyrus, Donald
Nelson, Greg Novo and William Rupkey; back row, Henry Gibson, Connor O’Hearn, Max Munoz, Ryan O’Malley, Austin
Jennings and Logan Jeffries.
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pected to provide leadership to the
offensive line.

“Last year, he started both ways.
He’s a much better, much more con-
fident player. I think he’s going to be
one of the best around. He’s 6’4” 255
[pounds]. He can run. He uses his
hands well,” Ciccotelli pointed out.

Senior guard Mike Tufaro will add
power to the line. The tackles are
expected to be senior Ray Lowery,
junior Dan Lynch and sophomore

Billy Castore. Senior Jon Howarth
and junior Ian Krieger are battling for
the center position.

Defensively, Lynch, Tufaro, senior
Will Bryant and Daboub will make
up the down line. The outside line-
backers will be senior Kyle Berwick
and Miller. Litteiri and Hall will be
inside linebackers. At the corners will
be Byers, Blackwell and Thompson,
while Jegede and Coloney will be at
safety.

“Up front, we are alright. Lynch is
about 275. Our nose tackle [senior
Mike Tufaro] is about 265. We are
physical up front. That’s going to
help our linebackers. We are really
athletic in the secondary, which will
allow us to do some things,” coach
Ciccotelli said. “We are multiple. We
want to get an eight-man front, which
is hard to run against, then we want to
get into different coverage.”

The Raiders had a scrimmage
against Bishop Ahr and East
Brunswick on August 24, and coach
Ciccotelli was pleased with what he
observed.

“We did a lot of good things, but
the scrimmages tell what our weak-
nesses are and what we have to cor-
rect. We were physical. The mistakes
that we made are correctable. Over-
all, we [coaching staff] were pleased,”
he said.

The Raiders will be tested right out
of the shoot when they face Westfield
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, September 11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO CHARGE INTO A NEW SEASON…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raiders are ready to charge into
a football season that will feature four new opponents – Delaware Valley, Somerville, Voorhees and North Plainfield. The
Raiders are scheduled to host Westfield on Saturday, September 11, at 1 p.m.

The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion will host the inaugural Fanwood
5K and Family Fun Run on Sunday,
October 24.

The Fun Run will begin at 9 a.m. in
LaGrande Park; the 5K Race follows
at 9:30 a.m. Music and refreshments
will await runners at the finish line in
LaGrande Park. The race is fully sanc-
tioned by the United States of America
Track and Field (USATF) and is part
of the New Jersey Grand Prix as a
500-point race.

The entry fee for the 5K is $20 ($18
for USATF members). The entry fee
for the Family Fun Run is $10 with a
t-shirt and $5 without. All proceeds

go to the Fanwood Recreation De-
partment, and will help to purchase
new playground equipment, build new
recreational facilities and expand rec-
reational programs for local residents.

The event is still accepting spon-
sorships; please visit Fanwood5K.org
for details on becoming a sponsor.
Download an application or register
online at Fanwood5K.org. Visit
Fanwood5K.org or contact Joe
Valente at (201) 725-2032 for more
information.

Please be aware that roads will be
closed along the race route approxi-
mately between the hours of 8 a.m.
and 11 a.m.

5K Running Race Returns to Fanwood
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