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I can help you save money now.
People  who  switched  to  Allstate  saved
money  and  got  more  protection.  Dollar  for
dollar,  nobody  protects  you  like  Allstate.  So
don’t wait! Call me today.

Serving the community for over 10 years.

Ron Bansky
(800) 554 6964
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Coverage  and  savings  based  on  policy  features  selected  and  are  subject  to  terms,  conditions  and
availability.   Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  IL.  ©  2010
Allstate Insurance Company

CLASSIFIEDS

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing. Very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what I
like to do. 6 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY OFFICE

Attractive, Large, Professional
Office in Westfield, NJ.
Sublet 3 1/2 Days $600

Contact Dr. Parsons
(908) 233-2626

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WEEHAWKEN- 3 Bedroom in
2 Family, off-st parking, laundry,
minutes to NYC, No pets. $1750
(201) 864-7024 leave message
WeehawkenApt@goleader.com

ERRANDS & MORE

Helping Time for Seniors &
Disabled, Light Housekeeping,
Shopping, Doctors Appointments.
Reliable, Excellent references.

(732) 855-9543

HARDWOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST

Refinished, Sanded, Stained &
Repaired. New Floors Installed.

Free Estimates, Insured.
We’ll Beat any Price!

(732) 855-9543

OFFICE SPACE

Scotch Plains office bldg. Shared
space. 2 rooms available.
Big space, priv bath, receptionist,
board room, gym, pkg.
$850/mo for group. Start Oct 1st.

Call (908) 380-5619.

TREE REMOVAL

Removals
Stump Grinding & Pruning

FREE ESTIMATES
Insured

(732) 549-8155

SPECTACULAR

Window Treatments,
Upholstery & Interior Design

Service & Consultation
Free Estimates
(732) 726-0241

FETCHERCISE IS GROWING!

”Fetchercise” preschool fitness/
nutrition program, taught at area
preschools, (www.fetchercise.com)
is looking for PT instructors for the
Fetchercise Program. Will train
for Fetchercise with your fitness
background or lifestyle. Must be
available Monday mornings.
Please email your resume and
any questions to Tobi Becker.

tobi@fetchercise.com
No phone calls please

SPANISH LANG. TEACHER

The Enrichment Umbrella
(www.enrichmentumbrella.com)
is seeking an experienced
‘Preschool Spanish Language
Teacher’ for PT hours on site at
local area preschools. Must be
patient with a fun upbeat
personality and show us a short 15
minute demo at our training center
in Cranford. Please email resume/
or related work experience and
any questions to Tobi Becker.

tbeckerfit2go@yahoo.com
No phone calls please.

WANTED: PING PONG TABLE

Looking for used Ping Pong Table.
Must be FOLDABLE. Will pick up.
Call with price and condition.
Susan or Tony (908) 233-2668.

BATHER / BRUSHER

High-end grooming facility
currently seeks dog & cat

bathers/brushers for 20-36 hrs a
week. Must be available days.

No exp nec.; will train.
Apply in person at

302 South Ave. East
Westfield

No phone calls please.

HELPING HANDS

Assist with activities of daily
living: cooking, light cleaning,
laundry, errands. No task too
small. Twenty years of experience
in caring for seniors and
disabled. Excellent references.

David (908) 868-2597

WESTFIELD ESTATE SALE

Beautiful items in every
category. Scheduling by

appointment only as of this date.
Please call Barbara at

(908) 518-9349.

2 PART TIME OT POSITIONS

2 Part time occupational
therapist positions in

Scotch Plains and Trenton.
Send resume to:

Childrens Therapy Services Inc
121 Fairview Ave
Milford, NJ 08848

mh_pt@hotmail.com

SANDERLING INN - DUCK, NC

4 Night Package for 4 People,
2 Rooms, Includes Breakfast
Daily, Chocolates & Bottle of Wine,
4 50 min. Massages, All Taxes
Included. Retail $2,800, Selling
for $1,400. Package Can be Split.

(908) 654-8247

PET FRIEND APART WANTED

Westfield native, prof man, with
3 show quality English Springer
Spaniels seeks apartment or small
house to rent in Westfield area,
ideally with yard; Would consider
house to share - will pay up to
$1750/month for the right situation.

(917) 637-0438

ELDER CAREGIVER

My mom’s caregiver needs a new
position. Urszula is very exp. &
reliable w/ car. Seeks full-time,
live out position. Call Mrs. Greene
for reference. (908) 787-3696

GARAGE SALE

Sat 9/4, Sun 9/5 & Mon 9/6
After 10AM

15 Byron Lane, Fanwood
(Farley-Thorne-Byron)

Household Items & Furniture

Classified Ads!
When You Use Leader/Times

   You’ll Always Get
The Best Results ...

SELL   RENT   HIRE   FIND 

Always Open 24 Hours!

goleader.com makes it easy to ...

and it’s

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
meetings. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in their beats. Please email
resume and Clips to:

editor@goleader.com
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County Solar Energy

LYNX JACKET FOR SALE

Like new Lynx jacket, Worn 3
times, $4000, Cash Only

Ask for Diane or leave message
(908) 226-1581

Mountainside, Garwood
Schools Open This Week

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
schools open for the borough’s 800
schoolchildren this Tuesday, Septem-
ber 7, while Garwood schools open on
Thursday, September 9.

Mountainside’s Deerfield School will
be under the leadership of new principal
Kimberly Richards, as she replaces Rob-
ert Phillips, who has moved out of state.
In addition, seven new teachers have
been hired, mostly replacing staffers who
are out on maternity leaves. Also joining
the district are part-time staff, including
a guidance counselor, occupational thera-
pist, life-skills staffer and a full-time
director of childcare. Daniel Saragnese
has been hired as acting business admin-
istrator, replacing Roderic McLaughlin,
who took a similar position with a re-
gional district in Bergen County.

Mountainside Chief School Admin-
istrator Jeanette Baubles told The
Westfield Leader that the district’s state-
aid cut, which amounted to $780,000,
represented 94 percent of the previous
year’s funding. She said the district has
been “very blessed” because its “fis-
cally prudent” practices have put the K-
8 district in better shape than most oth-
ers in dealing with the large aid cut.
However, she said next year’s 2-percent
cap on tax levies “is something that
going to impact most school districts,”
including her own.

Ms. Baubles said the state-aid cut to
Mountainside will likely result in the
district eliminating its middle-school
tennis and field hockey programs, al-
though the boy’s and girl’s soccer teams
will still be funded by the district. She
said the district, at the recommendation
of Union County Superintendent of
Schools Carmen Centuolo, is reaching
out to the borough’s recreation depart-
ment to see if it can fill in the gaps and
offer any of the sports programs cut by
the district. The district also eliminated
its summer school and enrichment pro-
grams this summer, although the dis-
trict did hold its summer camp program.

Garwood schools open on Thursday,
September 9, with all students from pre-

kindergarten though eighth grade now
being housed under one roof, at Lincoln
School, due to the closing of Washing-
ton School. In addition, new Clark Board
of Education Business Administrator
John Bolil has replaced Garwood Busi-
ness Administrator William Muzzio,
who resigned over the summer, through
a new shared-services agreement be-
tween the two districts. Garwood teen-
agers attend Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark. Mr. Bolil officially
joined the Clark district yesterday.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools open
for the new school year this Tuesday,
September 7, with two new principals
and 55 new teachers. New teachers were
hired to replace 30 retirees, with the rest
due to maternity and medical leaves, as
well as resignations, according to Sally
Rowland, an assistant to Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Hayes.

Students at Brunner School will be
greeted by new principal Scott Bortnick,
who previously served as supervisor of
science for grades K-12. Sasha Slocum,
a former Board of Education member
and assistant principal last year at
Plainfield High School, takes over as
principal at McGinn School.

Other administration changes include
Vincent Dionisio, supervisor of science;
Diane Peneno, K-12 supervisor of spe-
cial education; Ryan Miller, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
assistant principal and athletics, and
Ralph Gerace, Terrill Middle School
assistant principal. In addition, Joan
Mast has been promoted to assistant
superintendent for curriculum instruc-
tion and technology. She was previ-
ously at the supervisory level.

“We are enthusiastic about the new
administrators who are coming on board
to fill vacancies due to attrition,” Super-
intendent Hayes said in an e-mail to The
Times.

Similar to Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood has installed a new student
activity fee of $100 for SPFHS students
taking part in sports, music or co-cur-
ricular activities, as well for middle-
school students participating in the sev-
enth- and eighth-grade instrumental
music programs.

istration and the $10-billion shortfall
for this year. The Governor said Senate
President Steve Sweeney, a Democrat
from South Jersey, paraded to his office
one day with news cameras in tow, to
present spending bills for the Governor
to sign.

According to Governor Christie, Mr.
Sweeney said, “Governor, I need a
little of your time.” The Governor said
he replied, “Steve, this won’t take any
time at all,” whereupon the Governor
wrote “vetoed” and signed his name.

Governor Christie said he told the
Senate President that he wants only one
thing on his desk – a balanced budget
with no tax increases. Further, he noted
to Mr. Sweeney that there would be no
cot brought into the Governor’s office
to sleep on while dealing with a gov-
ernment shutdown – referring to the
action of Governor Corzine four years
ago when the state government was
forced to enact an emergency shut-
down. Governor Christie said he would
instead go to Drumthwacket (the
Governor’s residence), order a pizza
and turn on the Mets’ game.

The Governor noted that he has trav-
eled to multiple Republican county
events around the state in the last month.
He said the GOP is going to make
inroads in Union County government
this year during the November elec-
tions (three Freeholder seats are up for
election on the all-Democratic, nine-
member board); will take control of
county governments this year in Bergen,
Passaic and Salem Counties, and then
come back to Union County next year
to win back the majority.

During personal remarks, the Gov-
ernor noted how surprised and happy
he was to see his wife, Mary Pat, in
attendance that night. He also recalled
that he recently was able to take his
oldest son on an event in Bergen
County. While he was talking there, he
received a text message from Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield, the Re-
publican leader in the Senate, – who
was in the crowd, unbeknownst to
him. The message said how nice it was
to see the Governor with his son. Then,
Governor Christie said, he realized
how similar it must have been for the
Senator when his father, Thomas H.
Kean, was New Jersey governor.

Governor Christie said he owes a
debt of gratitude to the Republican
Governors Association, as it had faith
in him during his campaign for elec-
tion – providing $7.5 million in sup-
port to help offset the “enormous
wealth” of former Governor Corzine.
He said there are 37 governorships up
for election this fall, and he has re-
ceived 25 requests to campaign on
behalf of Republican candidates.

He turned to his wife and assured
her he was not going to 25 states.
Governor Christie did say he was go-
ing to California in September to sup-
port the election efforts of GOP Gu-
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Governor Chris Christie
bernatorial nominee Meg Whitman.
While there, he said maybe he could
convince some companies to relocate
to New Jersey.

Regarding the Obama Administra-
tion and the trillions of dollars in debt
being imposed on the nation, Gover-
nor Christie said, “We’re going to put
up a big stop sign this November.”

The Governor praised the efforts
and style of Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th), who was unable to be in atten-
dance. He said Mr. Lance, with his
knowledge of history, his ethics and
style – being perfect today in Con-
gress for New Jersey – also would
have fit in well in Congress during its
formative years in the 1800s. Drawing
enthusiastic applause, the Governor
assured the crowd that next year, Rep.
Lance would not have to worry about
voting for Nancy Pelosi as Speaker of
the House.

Governor Christie concluded by as-
suring the audience that he (and they)
will be building the party from the
bottom up, making it stronger at all
levels – to best serve the people of
New Jersey.

No questions were taken from the
audience, and security personnel
whisked the Governor from the po-
dium to his exit through the kitchen.

In preliminary remarks prior to the
Governor’s address, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick of Westfield said he has
never seen the kitchen so clean.

Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin of Cranford told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the financial con-
tributions from the event were very
strong.

Correction
A story on page 2 of last week’s

newspaper regarding coverage of the
Westfield Board of Education’s Au-
gust 24 meeting incorrectly stated that
Matthew Kravetsky was dismissed as a
Franklin School teacher. The story
should have reported that Mr. Kravetsky
had worked at Tamaques School be-
fore his rehiring last week as a second-
grade teacher at Franklin School.

Moody’s Drops WF’s
Bond Rating to Aa2

WESTFIELD — Moody’s Inves-
tors Service has dropped Westfield’s
municipal bond rating on general obli-
gation bonds one level to Aa2, the
third-highest investment grade, accord-
ing to Bloomberg News.

The move affects $8.85 million of
outstanding debt . Bloomberg reported
that Westfield’s surplus declined to
$2.12 million last year from $2.85 mil-
lion. The town faced a $1-million re-
duction in state aid this year under
Governor Chris Christie’s first budget.

“The town’s financial position and
liquidity will remain pressured, fol-
lowing five consecutive operating defi-
cits, as continued revenue weaknesses
and ongoing expenditure demands chal-
lenge the town’s ability to regain struc-
turally balanced operations,” Moody’s
wrote.

The Governor’s new 2-percent cap
on property-tax increases is “credit
negative” for the local governments
that rely on the levy, said Josellyn
Yousef, who authored the town’s re-
port for Moody’s.

year, Superintendent Dolan said
Westfield was one of only a few dis-
tricts to receive a grant to pilot a
financial literacy course at the high
school level.

“We think that it is very
important…that [students] understand
the fundamentals of running their own
finances,” Ms. Dolan said. She said
the recent mortgage crisis and hous-
ing problems, where people signed
agreements they could not afford, was
the basis of the pilot program.

Lorre Korecky, community rela-
tions coordinator for the district,
said the district also is launching
Podcasts of board of education
meetings, as well as of TV-36 pro-
grams this year. WHS broadcast
students will be involved in making
the Podcasts.

With the current tight economic
conditions, the superintendent said
the district continues to be supported
by both residents and community
organizations.

“We are very fortunate in this town
to have a community that values edu-
cation and supports education. Dur-
ing a very difficult fiscal year, the
community came out and supported
the budget and we are very grateful
for that,” she said.

“We have so many caring groups
that care about the next generation
and support our students and schools
in so many ways. Our goal [is] we are
going to be efficient and we also are
going to maintain a tradition of ex-
cellence in our schools.”
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WF Schools

enue is an historic structure, thus
making all three buildings ineligible
for the county’s program.

Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan said the UCIA and its
consultant, PMK Group, Inc., in-
spected the roofs on the district’s build-
ings but determined that the aging
structures were not suitable for the
first round of the program. She said
the district was told it might be able to
participate in a second round of the
program in December.

“It (solar energy) is definitely one
of the areas we are looking at” to cut
the district’s energy costs, she said.
The superintendent said the district
has saved more than $1 million over
the past three years on energy usage
(electricity and natural gas) through
the district’s energy-conservation
program.

She said the selection process for
inclusion in the county solar program
takes into consideration “the location
of your roofs, the placement of your
roofs and the types of roofs you have.”

Ms. Dolan said the district has been
looking at energy-conservation com-
panies and “investigating all [possi-
bilities], to see what will be the best
option for us.”

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Chris Marion, who is in his first year
in the position, said the township did
not have the time to conduct an in-
ventory of its municipal buildings to
see if the township fits the strict cri-
teria for the program.

“My focus was really on roads and
drainage, but it sounds like an inter-
esting program,” Mr. Marion said. “If
it is successful this year, we would be
interested in [participating] in the
future.”

Horace Corbin, David Corbin and Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING FIREFIGHTER PFEIFFER…Firefighters from across Union County, dressed in full uniform, paid tribute to fallen Westfield firefighter James Pfeiffer, last Thursday, as a funeral procession headed down North Avenue. The firefighter’s
casket was carried on one of the WFD’s engines, as the procession headed toward Fairview Cemetery on East Broad Street. The 30-year-old firefighter died on August 22 from injuries sustained after a fall from a ladder at his home while cutting a tree limb.


