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TICKETS  $25 to $70
Students K-12  $10 
CALL  908.232.9400

or visit our ticket outlets:
The Town Bookstore in Westfield
Martin Jewelers in Cranford
www.westfieldsymphony.org

       Visit us on Facebook

Saturday October 30th, 2010 at 8pm
The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, NJ

Hollywood’s first great horror movie
starring Lon Chaney complete with
LIVE symphonic soundtrack 

Mozart – Symphony No. 40

 David Wroe,  Music Director and Conductor 

The Phantom of the Opera 

TWO HALLOWEEN 
COSTUME CONTESTS:
• KIDS • ADULTS
TOP PRIZE $200
WEAR YOUR COSTUME 

TO THE CONCERT 
JUDGING WILL TAKE PLACE 

AT INTERMISSION
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Newark and Poetry Festival Are Great ‘Couplet’
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK – In a scene that could
not be more aptly described as po-
etic, Newark’s New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) welcomed
the Geraldine Dodge Poetry Festival
for the first time, earlier this month.
The largest poetry festival in the
world, Dodge was at risk of not hav-
ing a venue to display its talents be-
fore Newark and the PAC stepped
forward.

Previously held at Waterloo Vil-
lage in Stanhope, the four-day festi-
val – dubbed “WordStock by The
New York Times – offers an All-Star
team of poets. That almost came to a
crashing end when, in early 2009, the
Dodge Foundation, citing financial
constraints, said it would have to scale
the festival back, which led to a change
in a venue, from scenic Waterloo
Village, along the Delaware Water
Gap, to the Brick City in Newark.

Though having never attended pre-
vious festivals, I can say with cer-
tainty that after experiencing the Po-
etry Sampler that welcomed the fes-
tival on an early-autumn evening,
“WordStock” and Newark seem to be
more than a workable match.

The festival experienced roughly
1,000 visitors for the opening sam-
pler, and Newark – which was turned
into a Poetry Village throughout the
weekend – experienced roughly
15,000 attendees overall.

Lawrence P. Goldman, the presi-
dent and chief executive of the
NJPAC, speaking to the audience on
the festival’s opening night, marveled
that “in a world where everyone’s
tweeting and e-mailing,” 1,000 people
came to spend an evening “enjoying
poetry in real-time.”

Saying “we are on the cusp of such
great things,” as a city, a festival and
an arts center, Mr. Goldman spoke to
the conflict in 21st Century America
being not only “suitable” for the me-
dium of poetry, but also for the urban
setting in Newark.

Growing up in a family that wanted
him to “dream big,” Mayor Cory
Booker spoke of learning of his roots
through poetry. Speaking to a city
that boasts Philip Roth and Amiri
Baraka (among others) as its own

native sons, it was fitting that Mayor
Booker described Newark as “a city
that has told stories that have helped
shape the human experience.”

Even more fitting, the controver-
sial Mr. Baraka – the last poet laure-
ate in New Jersey – began the evening,
spending his 76th birthday represent-
ing his home town on stage deliver-
ing verse.

One could say the evening started
with a stutter-step of sorts. Baraka
began with “Something in the Way of
Things (In Town),” which included
rhythmic humming delivered in
trance-like ca-
dence. Equal parts
gritty and guided,
the poem takes one
to the streets, filled
with garbage and
decay, as Baraka
can’t seem to do
justice to the things
he’s seen.

He calls on
people to see what
remains hidden in
plain-sight, and he
does so in an artis-
tic manner.

Baraka also did
not shy away from
the poem that
caused him to lose
his poet-laureate
status, “Somebody
Blew Up
America,” which adheres to his be-
lief that certain individuals (Israelis
in particular) had foreknowledge of
the events of September 11 and stayed
home purposefully.

The reading seemed to cause a
slightly uneasy ripple to form; some
overwhelmingly approved; others sat
more stoically. However, festival or-
ganizers could not allow the show to
go on without Mr. Baraka, as Dodge
came to his home town for the first
time, and on his birthday.

Not to be outdone, Baraka left the
stage imploring Mayor Booker to
“open up the schools, open up the
libraries.”

The evening truly allowed the au-
dience, which responded to all forms
of poetics, to seat itself at a smorgas-
bord of literary flavors and partake in

each one.
Bob Hicok’s understated-yet-

charming reading of “A Primer” al-
lowed glimmers of humor to enter
into the fray. Hicok and the audience
shared many laughs, as he remem-
bered the winters of his home state,
Michigan; apparently, the coldest
season features a 13-month-long Feb-
ruary that compels people to utter the
state’s motto – “What did we do?”

Hicok had the audience eating out
of the palms of his hands, and some-
how, by the end, lines alluding to men
eloping with daffodils seemed not

only funny but ap-
ropos.

Jericho Brown,
perhaps the
evening’s best
reader for his high
level of diction,
strong cadence
and careful pauses,
haunted the crowd
with a reading of
“Track 5: Sum-
mertime.”

The natural in-
clination to lean
forward, close
your eyes and al-
low Brown’s voice
to do both the talk-
ing and the inter-
preting is high
when he reads.
Ironically, the

poem’s central figure, a girl, likens
her own voice to a lawnmower, which,
she notes, “ain’t sweet.”

The tenacity of Brown’s verse
makes one forget of the feminine
narrator, who wishes by the poem’s
end to “pour oil on everything green
in Port Arthur.”

Dorianne Laux offered the audience
some “bald facts” about the moon in
“Facts about the Moon,” but the poem
was more than a series of figures.

No, beyond the sheer fact that the
moon will, one day, “spiral out of
orbit,” causing land-based life to
cease, Laux’s poem is not pre-mortem
or an elegy for the lost human race.

In one of the more interesting twists
of the night, which got most people’s
attention, Laux uttered, “I’m afraid
of what will happen to the moon.

Forget us. We don’t deserve the moon.
Maybe we once did but not now, after
all we’ve done.”

Delivered with such precision, fo-
cus and mournfulness, Laux kept
people’s interests rapt while not al-
lowing her poems to become preachy
– a difficult task. She was not being
subtle, either. She was trying to inter-
est people while at the same time
damning the human race for destroy-
ing the world.

The evening was also full of Poet
Laureates delivering their poetic wis-
dom in bite-size portions.

Billy Collins’ “Grave” somehow,
quite brilliantly, weaves humor into a
graveside scene.

Collins arrives at the joined grave
of his parents, asking how they like
his new glasses. While mother finds
them “scholarly,” father is silent, remi-
niscent of one of the “100 Chinese
silences,” as legend has it.

By poem’s end, Collins is struck
by the silence, even pressing his “good
ear” – the one father would speak into
– to the grave.

So shaken by the silence is Collins
that he admits to being the one “made
up the business of the 100 Chinese
silences.” Quite clever.

Fellow Poet Laureate (as well as
Pulitzer Prize winner) Rita Dove’s
effortless eloquence was something
to behold. The Ohio native also dis-
played such a sharp tongue, offering
up some of the best one-liners of the
night.

Coolly clever, she describes the
food eaten at a 2005 reunion potluck
as “the food we abandoned to achieve
sleeker thighs.”

While interspersed with memories
of migration from the South to Ohio,
in “Reunion 2005,” she still finds
time to offer pity – “to the poor soul
who lives a life without butter.”

Matthew Dickman’s “V” was one
of the surprises of the evening. Writ-
ten and spoken in a very matter-of-
fact and conversational tone,
Dickman relates his experience of
encountering a girl wearing a “TALK
NERDY TO ME” shirt.

What follows is the rant of a mind
that is equal parts sick and equal parts
philosophic. After comedic lines
about sexual fantasy, Dickman has a
moment of clarity in which he thinks
to himself: “the world’s been talking
dirty ever since she’s had the ears to
listen.”

By the end, he’s giving her the
Vulcan “V” as his way of truly “talk-
ing nerdy” to her.

One of the best Latino poets of his
generation, Martin Espada’s presence
fills the room; the aged white beard
and calming, clear voice that can
offer the rich textures of Spanish when
needed was wholly different than
other poets that evening.

He commanded that you listen to a
story of Isabel, a 19-year-old hotel
maid who needed to marry an Ameri-
can to stay in the country. The narra-
tor of the work obliges Isabel, for he
had “nothing else to do.”

Some of the best poems describe
both the presence and absence of
certain elements, and Espada does so
with ease, as he describes a rehearsed
wedding “that happened but did not
happen.”

His delivery had an instinctive beat
and rhythm; undeniably, throughout
his readings, he spoke about a deeper
consciousness than others.

While searching for the most tact-
ful way of describing the evening, I
will leave it to poet Marie Ponsot,
who told the crowd before reading:
“This is American poetry. This is
what we look like.”

Francis to Join WSO’s
Halloween Celebration

A HOMECOMING OF
SORTS…Internationally acclaimed
soprano Maureen Francis will sing the
role of Christine in WSO’s Halloween
production of The Phantom of the Op-
era on October 30.

WESTFIELD – Internationally ac-
claimed soprano Maureen Francis will
join Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra at
the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield
on Saturday, Octo-
ber 30, at 8 p.m., as
it brings to life, in
symphonic splen-
dor, the original
1925 movie The
Phantom of the Op-
era, starring Lon
Chaney.

Ms Francis will
perform the singing
part of Christine
Daaé, the Paris op-
era singer who is the
object of the
Phantom’s desires.

There will not be
a single moment of
silence, as Ms.
Francis and more
than 40 members of the fully profes-
sional orchestra, under the baton of
Maestro David Wroe, perform the

soundtrack of Canadian composer
Gabriel Thibaudeau as the original clas-

sic silent movie is
projected above the
orchestra and in full
view of the audi-
ence.

Internationally
renowned for her
stage presence and
lyrical voice, Ms.
Francis, who re-
sides in Westfield,
has performed in
venues throughout
the United States,
Europe and Asia,
and has just re-
turned from a criti-
cally acclaimed en-
gagement with
Bergen Opera, pre-
miering Andrew
Lloyd Webber’s
Requiem in
Mumbai, India.

Ms Francis’ recent roles include
Susanna in Le Nozze di Figaro and
Mabel in The Pirates of Penzance,
both with Opera Omaha.

“We are thrilled and honored that
Ms. Francis has agreed to join us,”
remarked Maestro Wroe. “She has a
rich and flexible voice, a charismatic
personality and acting skills to match
– a perfect Phantom Christine!”

The evening will also feature a
performance of Mozart’s famed Sym-
phony No. 40 in G minor, which is
sure to appeal to young and old alike.

All patrons regardless of age are
encouraged to come to the concert
dressed in their Halloween costumes.
Two separate contests – one for adults
and one for kids 13 and under – will
be judged at intermission. Top prizes
are $200 for adults and $100 for kids.

Movie and music begin at 8 p.m. A
free lecture and pre-concert Hallow-
een chat designed to enhance the
Monster Music experience will be
conducted by Dr. Shuang Goe Wroe
prior to the concert in the sanctuary at
7 p.m. Costume contestants should
plan to register by 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are priced between $25 and
$70, and all students may attend for
$10.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office, located at 224
East Broad Street, or by calling the
box office at (908) 232-9400. Tickets
are also available at The Town Book
Store in Westfield and Martin Jewel-
ers in Cranford.

Courtesy of NJPAC and Dan Hedden
A WORLD SERIES OF POETRY...New Jersey Performing Arts Center’s Pru-
dential Hall was full of energy, as the audience took in and appreciated the largest
poetry extravaganza in America, the Dodge Festival, earlier this month.

U.S. Poet Laureate Kay Ryan

‘WHAT I SAW’ to Open
November 12 at Tomasulo

WHAT I SAW, 2010, Encaustic on wood panel

CRANFORD – From November 12
to December 18, the exhibition “WHAT
I SAW: Paintings from the Hermitage,
Gulf Coast, Florida,” by Barbara
Ellmann of New York City, will be on
display in the Tomasulo Gallery in the
MacKay Library of the Cranford cam-
pus of Union County College.

This solo exhibition of abstract
paintings and drawings is the product
of Ms. Ellmann’s six-week residency
at the Hermitage Artist Retreat.

Ms. Ellmann explains that in these
paintings and drawings, she is “re-
sponding to the crystal-clear light
and the dramatic shifts of weather off
this idyllic spot on the Gulf Coast.”

WHAT I SAW recreates her expe-
rience through a multi-paneled in-
stallation of richly layered encaustic
works strung together through her
abstract vocabulary of color, line, and
shape, and reinforcing the breadth of
the horizon.

The public can meet the artist at the
opening reception for “WHAT I
SAW” on Friday, November 12, from
6 to 8 p.m. Gallery hours are from 1
to 4 p.m. on Monday through Thurs-
day and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturday. Evening hours are from 6
to 9 p.m. on Tuesday through Thurs-
day. For more information, call (908)
709-7155 or visit ucc.edu/go/TomArt.

http://www.NazzaroMusic.com

