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Verdi’s

Opera Company

La Traviata

Presents

Conducted by Guerguan Tsenov      Directed by Fausto Pineda     

Produced by Valerie Pineda

Starring:

        Michelle Trovato as Violetta     Juan Carlos franco as Alfred     

Gustavo Ahualli as Germont    

                   Jessica Renfro as Flora Matthew Knickman as the Marquis 

John-Andrew Fernandez as Baron  Ryan Allen as Dr. Grenvil 

The Pineda Lyric Adult Ensemble & Pineda Lyric Young Artists

8 PM Saturday, November 6, 2010

2 PM Sunday, November 7, 2010
Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre

78 Winans Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016

Charles Studio
Opens in Fanwood

FANWOOD – Charles Studio has
opened in Fanwood. A luxury salon
where creative artists listen and inter-
pret the needs of its clients, the studio
provides personalized service in hair
color and design.

Charles Studio offers the same
high-quality services as the renowned
salons of New York City, and its cli-
ents receive the same level of service
and talent. The studio’s creative art-
ists – Charles Ruiz, Jeanine Freeman
and Cindy Paone – worked together
for nine years at another salon, with
many years of combined experience.

The Charles Studio family wel-
comes the public to visit the studio
and experience the warm and friendly
atmosphere. It is located at 288 South
Avenue. For more information, con-
tact (908) 889-5008 or visit
charlesstudionj.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

STUDIO SENSATIONS...Charles Studio has opened at 288 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A luxury salon where creative artists listen and interpret the needs of
its clients, the studio provides personalized service in hair color and design. To
learn more, see release below.

Tom Sullivan Gives Inside
View of Funeral Business

WESTFIELD – Just in time for Hal-
loween, The Town Book Store in
Westfield will host a meet and greet
with Tom Sullivan, author of the book
“Switching Heads,” on October 30 from
2 to 4 p.m.

The book outlines the period of time
when Mr. Sullivan moved with his fam-
ily into the local family-run funeral
home in Roselle in 1967 until he moved
out in the early 1980s.

Mr. Sullivan began working with his
father when he was 10 years old and
continued to do so until he was college
age. The stories outlined in the book are
all true, including one chapter involv-
ing the infamous John List murders in
Westfield.

Mr. Sullivan and his father picked up
the remains of the List family and
moved them to the funeral home in
Roselle, which is still in operation to-

day under different ownership.
Mr. Sullivan recalled in this chapter

his vivid memories of that night in the
List home, and he dedicates a full chap-
ter to the evening and following day
after the bodies were discovered. He
includes his observations and interac-
tion with the police on the scene that
night.

The book also includes some other
less-known, but just as terrifying, mo-
ments in and around Union County and
gives an inside view into the funeral
business. Though Mr. Sullivan admits
to being deeply scarred by his child-
hood exposure to death, he maintains a
healthy sense of humor.

The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
To learn more, call (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy.

Choose Will Raise Money
For Komen Foundation

WESTFIELD – Good To Be Seen
Films has announced the invitation-
only screening of the dramatic short
film Choose, which was created to
raise money for cancer charities na-
tionwide, beginning with the Summit
Chapter of The Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation.

The event takes place Thursday,
November 11 at the Rialto Theater,
located at 250 East Broad Street in

Westfield at 7:30 p.m.
The film – written and directed by

Robbie Bryan (iMurders, Man from
Earth), produced by Christie Botelho
(The Stand-In, iMurders) and starring
Deborah Twiss (Kick Ass), Carter Roy
(Inheritance), Brooke Lewis (Dahmer
vs Gacy, iMurders) and Jennifer Estlin
(Volcano) – tells the story of a married
couple faced with an unbearable deci-
sion; it is dedicated, in loving memory,
to Liza Ringer-Chance, who passed
away earlier this year.

The film takes the public into the
mind of “Jonah” (Roy), whose wife is
21 weeks pregnant when she is diag-
nosed with an aggressive brain tumor.
Although she tells anyone who will
listen that her wish is to postpone
treatment until the baby can be deliv-
ered, she collapses, falls into a coma,
and “Jonah” must decide to save one
life or the other, but cannot save both.

Moral, ethical, religious and friend-
ship-based questions abound in this
20-minute tour de force, which plans
to showcase at cancer charities and
related causes all over the country,
starting with Ovarian and Breast Can-
cer Events in 2010.

It will continue to showcase at can-
cer events in 2011, along with several
festivals.

Tickets are free, but seats must be
reserved by e-mailing
info@goodtobeseenfilms.com or
through facebook.com/
choosethemovie.

The company asks that any dona-
tion, whether $1, $5, $10 or $100, be
donated at the door, and any check
should be made out to The Susan G.
Komen Foundation.

Historian to Host Program
On Victorian Parlor Games
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-

morial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will host a presentation
by historian Judith Krall-Russo on
Wednesday, November 3, at 7 p.m.

She will speak about Victorian par-
lor games, lead the audience in various
games and discuss typical Victorian
music, conversation and refreshments.

Ms. Krall-Russo has enjoyed a life-

long love of foods, especially embrac-
ing the rich agriculture of her home
state – New Jersey. Also a tea expert,
she began studying the customs and
traditions surrounding tea 30 years ago,
and has earned certifications as a tea
specialist from institutes in Connecti-
cut and New York.

As a result of her independent stud-
ies and knowledge of the history and
trends surrounding many popular New
Jersey foods and beverages, Ms. Krall-
Russo is a regular lecturer and seminar
organizer across the state. She is a self-
taught cook, supplementing her pas-
sion with classes in nutrition and ethnic
and Early American cooking. She has
planned menus and tea parties for vari-
ous private parties and art receptions.

Ms. Krall-Russo also has previously
spoken about tea traditions, as well as
Colonial and Victorian Christmas cus-
toms, at the library.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, access the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4140.

Joan Rivers Brings
Comedy to Rahway

RAHWAY – Comedic icon Joan
Rivers will take the stage at the Union
County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) for one night only on Fri-
day, November 12, at 8 p.m.

Rivers will bring her unique sense
of humor and tenacity to her stand-
up show in the 1300-seat landmark
theatre. The evening’s performance
is not suitable for minors or sensitive
individuals.

Described as a post-menopausal
Lenny Bruce, Rivers delivers a vul-
gar, politically incorrect evening of
stand-up comedy. She is a best-sell-
ing author, Tony-nominated actress,
playwright, screenwriter, motion-pic-
ture director, Emmy Award-winning
television talk-show host, jewelry
designer, businesswoman and
mother.

Tickets are available at the UCPAC
Box Office at (732) 499-8226 or
online at ucpac.org. The UCPAC Box
Office, located at 1601 Irving Street
in Rahway, is open Wednesday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. until
5 p.m.

Union County Teen
Arts Exhibit on Display

UNION – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders announced that
the 2010 Teen Arts Traveling Exhibit is
on display at the 20th District Legisla-
tive Office, located at 985 Stuyvesant
Avenue in Union, from now through
November 15, during regular office
hours.

The exhibit consists of 55 pieces of
art selected from more than 700 visual
artworks shown at the 2010 Union
County Teen Arts Festival held in March
at Union County College in Cranford.
The Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs in the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal ad-
minister the annual event.

The exhibiting students are:
Mountainside, Deerfield Middle
School’s Jodie Zheng; Scotch Plains,
Union County Vo-Tech’s Esha Lezama;
and Westfield, Edison Intermediate
School’s Lucia Liu and Roosevelt In-
termediate School’s Anna Centrella.

For information about the Teen Arts
program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth by
phone at (908) 558-2550. NJ Relay
service users should call 711 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

McKenna Offers Viewers
The Various ‘States’ of NJ

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The work of
Scotch Plains photographer Michael
McKenna was recently on exhibit at
Wings Gallery in Fanwood. The ex-
hibit focused on one of one of Mr.
McKenna’s favorite subjects: the State
of New Jersey.

“I concentrate my work on New
Jersey because I’ve lived here my whole
life, and I have lived in many different
places within it,” he said.

“I’ve also seen most of the state
through my work, and fishing, camp-
ing, canoeing and other recreational
trips,” he said.

“Most people
have the wrong per-
ception of New Jer-
sey, [and] it really
annoys me when I
find out that the only
part of the state they
saw was Newark
Airport and the New
Jersey Turnpike,”
he continued.

Those who hold
such misguided insights about New
Jersey would do well to take a look at
Mr. McKenna’s work. His camera im-
parts a magical, almost fairytale-like,
quality to the cities, suburbs, rural loca-
tions and shores New Jerseyans call
home.

One of the ways he achieves this
effect is by capturing the vivid color
inherent in his subjects.

The water in “Fall in Nomahegan
Park,” for example, is like a mirror
reflecting the rich reds and oranges of
peak autumnal color.

So it is also with the red mill in
“Peaceful Morning,” a scene photo-
graphed in Clinton in which vibrant
reds and verdant greens are also re-
flected in a pool of water.

“I love reflections wherever I can
find them,” he explained.

Trees, especially bare ones, are an-
other of Mr. McKenna’s favorite sub-
jects.

“Without the leaves, you can see the
suffering they’ve gone through. To me,
they are like…a man [who has] worked
his land for 50 years. You can almost
feel the suffering they’ve endured,” he
explained.

Mr. McKenna strives for timeless-
ness when selecting subjects.

A prime example of this is “Two
Horses,” which was shot in Chatham.

The intricacies of paint peeling on a
nearby farm build-
ing serve as meta-
phor for all that is
enduring.

“I try to make
images that show
no time. I want
people to look and
say that could be
100 years ago or
yesterday,” said Mr.
McKenna.

A self-taught
photographer, Mr. McKenna has been
perfecting his craft for 15 years.

He shoots mainly in the early-morn-
ing hours before sunrise and for two
or three hours after it comes up.

“I find that is when I get the right
light for the looks I am trying to
achieve,” he said.

Mr. McKenna’s work is currently
in several private collections. His pho-
tographs will soon be on permanent
exhibit at the Essex County Eques-
trian Center in West Orange. In addi-
tion, his work is on display at the
Starbucks in South Orange, and there
will be an opening for his work at the
Zion Art Gallery in Madison, located
at 79 Main Street, on Saturday, No-
vember 6.

DIFFERENT STATES OF THE GARDEN STATE...A self-taught photogra-
pher, Scotch Plains resident Michael McKenna has been perfecting his craft for
15 years. He concentrates his work on New Jersey and tries to illuminate the parts
many do not get to see, such as above. See article at right.

“Four of a Kind”

Date Change
The reception date for the mono-

chromatic photography exhibit
“Ori and the Wizards” has been
changed to Monday, November
22, from 6  to 8 p.m. Those with
questions should contact Barbara
Wirkus at (908) 276-6656 or
dmbbw33@yahoo.com

Correction
In the October 14 issue, an ar-

ticle identified the young woman
playing  Sandy Dombroski in CDC
Theatre’s version of Grease with
the wrong spelling of her last name.
Lauren Sodono played the role. We
regret the error.

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

Pre-K, Children, Teens & Adults

FALL SESSION STILL FORMING

500 North Avenue East, Westfield  (908) 654-5663

All Levels Welcome

Ask About Our High School Portfolio Class

La Traviata Cast Rehearses
For Upcoming Performance
CRANFORD – The Pineda Lyric

Opera Company, Union County’s pro-
fessional opera company, will per-
form Verdi’s La Traviata this No-
vember 6 and 7 at the Cranford Dra-
matic Club Theatre.

The opera will be conducted by
Guerguan Tsenov, directed by Fausto
Pineda and performed in Italian with
English supertitles.

Soprano Michelle Trovato stars as
Violetta. Ms. Trovato is a regional
winner of the Metropolitan Opera
Auditions. Performing the role of
Alfred is tenor Juan Carlos Franco, a
finalist in the International Pavorotti
Competition. Metropolitan Opera
veteran Ryan Allen will sing Dr.
Grenvil, and other cast members in-
clude Argentinian baritone Gustavo
Ahualli as Germont, mezzo-soprano
Jessica Renfro as Flora, baritone John
Andrew Fernandez as the Baron and
bass Matthew Kickman as the Mar-
quis.

Members of the ensemble include
Union County residents Len Berman,
Camilla Bermudez, Gabby Bleich,
Peter Carmo, Amanda Centano, Carla
Costa, Lauren Costa, Isabel
DoCampo, Denise Evarts, Madeleine
Evarts, Miranda Evarts, Liz Griesmer,
Ed Jocson, Michael Kirkland, Kathy
Kilpatrick, Kelsey Kilpatrick, Marisa
Garrity, Rebecca Glassser-Baker,

John Hawkins, Jaime Lara, Zach
Love, Jaqueline Napolitano, Julia
Napolitano, Shelly Narotzky,
Madeleine Nasta, Julien Seltzer, Lisa
Switlyk, Maggie Tanji and Nicole
Zimmerman.

Verdi’s La Traviata has become a
staple of the American opera stage,
and many of the arias will ring famil-
iar with the public. Performances will
be held at 8 p.m. on Saturday, No-
vember 6, and 2 p.m. on Sunday,
November 7, at the CDC Theatre at
78 Winans Avenue in Cranford.

Tickets can be purchased online at
PINEDALYRIC.com or by calling
(908) 731-1377. They are priced at
$35, adults; $25, seniors, and $15,
students.


