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Cougars De-Ice Comets, 5-0, in UCT Soccer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

future team. They are picking it up
easily. When we talk, that’s when
everything comes together. Every-
one plays soccer, and we just have a
good time,” said senior midfielder
Connor DeMars.

Aquiles wasted little time when he
converted a rebound into the net, af-
ter sophomore midfielder Tommy
Paparatti sent a crossing shot into the
box.

“Tommy Paparatto ran up the side,
and he put a cross in. Brian Petrucci
had a shot, and I got the rebound,”
Aquiles said. “He [Paparatti] played
real well today. He put a lot of balls
in. He had a lot of assists.”

With 18 minutes remaining in the
first half, Paparatto pushed down the
right sideline and drilled a right-to-
left cross into the box where fresh-
man Andrew Gee put a head on it
from a few feet away to make the
score 2-0.

“Tommy got the ball on the right
side, sent me a cross that went over
the defender’s head, and I was there,”
Gee explained.

The Cougars’ third goal of the half
came when Paparatto launched a cor-
ner kick from the right side into

DeMars, who headed the ball into the
left corner.

“We got a corner kick. I saw I had
no one on me on the back post. He
sent me a perfect ball, and I put it in
the back of the net,” DeMars said. “In
practice, we have been working on
attacking the ball, working from in-
side to out and getting a lot of the
crosses in. Paparatto has been doing
a good job with that.”

“Paparatto’s got tremendous field
vision, and he rarely does a bad thing
with the ball. He has excellent foot-
work, and he gets the job done quickly.
He always seems to be one decision
ahead,” Coach Curci said. “He had
that great diagonal cross to Gee on
the back door. He sent a couple of
balls into the corner and opened things
up.”

With a comfortable lead, Coach
Curci could afford the luxury of play-
ing his entire bench in the second
half, and 12 minutes in sophomore
forward Mike Helmstetter spotted an
airborne ball out of a scramble in the
box and headed it into the net for the
fourth score.

“It started with a free kick. The ball
was flying through the air, and Ray

El-Khoury goes up with the goalie.
They both collide, and the ball is free.
I just came in and headed it over the
goalie when he tried to get it,”
Helmstetter described.

Late in the game, junior midfielder
Jeff Francis drilled in the fifth goal
from about six-yards out.

“Ryan Wright threw it in. It
bounced in the middle, and I took a
touch and finished it,” said Francis,
who added, “It’s a good night to-
night.”

“We have a big roster. We have 25
guys. In a tournament game, to get
them considerable playing time, I am
happy for them, because they come
out and work hard every day. They
push the guys, who are getting a lot of
playing time. It’s nice to see those
guys get a taste of success,” Coach
Curci said.

“At the beginning of the season, it
was a building block. Lately, we have
been coming together really well.
Hopefully, we will make a good run
in counties. We are trying to get to
states. We are coming after both of
them hard,” DeMars said.
Hillside 0 0 0
Cranford 3 2 5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lightning struck twice but for the
benefit of two different teams at two
different times in a showdown be-
tween the No. 15 Westfield High
School boys soccer team and the
Cranford Cougars on Senior Night at
Memorial Field in Cranford on Octo-
ber 21.

The 12-1-1 Blue Devils struck first
with a pair of goals within the first
five minutes, added a third goal in the
first half and another early in the
second half, but had to withstand a
Cougar assault, which included three
goals, in the final 18 minutes to earn
a 4-3 victory.

All three of the Blue Devils’ first-
half goals had a common denomina-
tor in sophomore midfielder Shane
Kronick. Less than two minutes in,
Kronick launched a free kick into a
host of players near the box. Senior
striker Joe Greenspan closed in from
the right side and hammered a left-
footer past Cougar goalie Mark
Osofsky.

“Shane or [Eric] Byers put a volley

back in the box. Henry [Smith] got a
good foot on it and I finished. It was
a good setup,” Greenspan said.

“In terms of our attitude, we al-
ways try to come out hard, fast and
get a goal in the first five minutes.
That sets the tone for the match. It
was one of those things that we didn’t
do that well at the beginning of the
season, but we have really worked on
it in practice, and for the past five or
six games now, we got goals in the
first 10-15 minutes of every game,”
Greenspan added. “We were very
excited, because we knew that there
were going to be some fans coming
out for the night game. They are one
of our big rivals. Cranford we lost to

in the county final last year. We beat
them at our place a few weeks ago,
but it’s all about redemption.”

Three minutes later, Kronick, from
midfield, sent a free kick into the box
where senior Phil Mendel lifted a
shot that skid off Osofsky’s finger-
tips and into the net.

“We all set up on the top of the box
on the free kick. Shane played it in,
and I ran toward the goal and flicked

it right by him [Osofsky]. It hit off my
right foot,” Mendel described.

With less than two minutes remain-
ing in the half, Kronick drilled an-
other free kick into the box, and Byers
banged in to give the Blue Devils a 3-
0 lead.

“We scored a lot of goals on set
pieces all season, so every time we
get one, it’s a chance to score. Shane
plays them in good every time. I ran
forward and got a head on it,” Byers
said.

Six minutes into the second half,
Greenspan and senior midfielder
Ryan Heine got to the ball and got off
a left-to-right cross to Smith, who
slammed a left-footer into the net.

“There was a mistake in the middle,
and Ryan Heine stole the ball from
them. He had a lot of space. He took
that space and I made a run to the
outside. He passed it to me, and I
kicked it with my left foot,” Smith
explained.

With a seemingly very comfort-
able, 4-0 cushion, the Blue Devils
rotated their bench players in and out
and began to play a game of keep
away, which worked for a while.

But with 18 minutes remaining,
Cougar sophomore forward Mike
Helmstetter launched a riser from 20
yards out that imbedded into the net
just under the crossbar. Nine minutes
later, Cougar junior Dan Van
Ostenbridge ripped a pointblank shot
into the net. With three minutes re-
maining, the situation got even more
intense when senior midfielder
Connor DeMars, who was near the
left corner, drilled a wicked cross to
senior forward Sean Wheatley, who
lined a header inside the right post to
make the score 4-3.

“Westfield’s quick start had us on
our heels a bit. They are a very good
team. It’s had to fight back from that,
but I give our kids credit for hanging
in there and putting in a few in the
second half,” Cougar Head Coach
Mike Curci said. “I was actually start-
ing to give our bench some playing
time when we started to come back,
and I continued to do that even when
it was 4-3. It was the guys who prac-
tice hard but don’t necessarily get as
much time as they want. They played
very well, and made a game of it.
Mikey Helmstetter’s goal was beau-
tifully finished and well deserved.
Plus, DeMars’ two assists were a
thing of beauty.”

“We had a comfortable lead. Coach
took us out to rest us. We are only as
strong as the last man on the roster.
Everyone has to get in the game.
Everyone has to play hard. I think the
level dropped off just that little bit,
and Cranford took advantage of it,
took the initiative and got those three
goals, but we held on for the victory,”
Greenspan said.
Westfield 3 1 4
Cranford 0 3 3

Blue Devil Boys Strike Early,
Edge Cougars in Soccer, 4-3

HELMSTETTER, VAN OSTENBRIDGE, WHEATLEY HIT

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford Cougar Snacks:
Lady Cougars Blank
Solomon Schechter

The Cranford High School girls
tennis team recorded a 5-0 shutout
over Solomon Schechter on Octo-
ber 20.
First singles: Marianna Dzunova d Jes-
sica Bielski, 6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Maggie Brown d Carly
Rabner, 6-1, 6-2
Third singles: Liz Berry d Samantha
Jay, 6-2, 6-3
First doubles: Kristy Daubert and
Rachel Helek won 6-2, 6-0
Second doubles: Lori Joseph and Col-
leen Jones d Dara Kotek and Syde
Slobodien, 6-2, 6-1

Lady Blue Devils Top
Soccer Cougars, 4-0

Four days after earning a 1-0 vic-
tory over Cranford, the Westfield High
School girls soccer team recorded a
4-0 win over the Cougars in Cranford
on October 19. Hannah Kronick
scored twice, while Sam Costello and
Catherine Kerr each added a goal for
the 8-4-1 Blue Devils. Mercedes
Smith, Tina Landeka and Karli
Sottung each had an assist.

Cougars Rap Tigers
In Girls Tennis, 5-0

The Cranford High School girls
tennis team defeated Linden, 5-0, on
October 21.
First singles: Marianna Dzunova d
Alessandra Bolanos, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Maggie Brown d
Jacinda Dossantos, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Liz Berry d Adedeyo
Kolawole, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Kristy Daubert and
Rachel Halek d Paulina Benardczyk and
Natalia Motta, 6-1, 6-0
Second doubles: Lori Joseph and Col-
leen Jones d Ayanna Moody and Eryka
Barcelo, 6-0, 6-0

Cougars Top Johnson
In UCT Volleyball

The 14-5 Cranford High School
girls volleyball team defeated AL
Johnson, 25-8, 25-8, in the first round
of the Union County Tournament in
Cranford on October 20. Sarah Barry
had 11 assists and four aces. Alex
Bizub notched five kills, three ser-
vice points with two aces, and had
two digs. Alexis Inselberg had four
service points, three aces and three
kills. Katie Knorr had three kills,
two service points and two aces.
Danielle Manginetti had four assists.
Kathryn Ahearn had four service
points with two aces, two kills and a
block. Stephanie Bagniewski had
two kills and a dig. Toni Gonzales
had three digs.

Cougars Tie Mounties
In Field Hockey, 0-0

The Cranford High School field
hockey team battled No. 13 Montclair
to a 0-0 stalemate in Montclair on
October 21. Jess McCoy made 11
stops for the 7-5-2 Cougars, while
Olivia Melendez made two for the
12-2-1 Lady Mounties.

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 * 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Stickley * Henkel Harris * Kindel * D.R. Dimes * Karges * Southwood * E.J. Victor * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore

BANCROFT
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149
FULL EA. PC. 460 $249

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 450 $239
FULL EA.PC. 600 $329
QUEEN SET 1300 $699
KING SET 2080 $1149

JADE
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 600 $329
FULL EA.PC. 760 $419
QUEEN SET 1670 $899
KING SET 2590 $1399

We are proud to offer you the bed of your dreams with our

exclusive selection of luxurious, high-quality Shifman 

mattresses. Since 1893, the family-owned Shifman Mattress

Company has handcrafted its mattresses in America using

the finest materials, including up to 65 pounds of all-natural

cotton filling, to provide the ultimate in support and comfort.

Plus, each mattress is two-sided to assure the long-lasting

durability that makes them the best value available. 

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. 

Instant Savings on Pillowtop sets: $50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.

Instant Savings on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king. 

Consumer must take delivery of bedding by April 1, 2011.
**After Instant Savings prices based on purchase of complete set - no instant savings on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.

TWO SIDES ARE

BETTER

THAN ONE.

two-sided mattresses for 

long-lasting comfort and value.

SAVE 

35~50%
PLUS UP TO $200

*

SATURN*
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN SET 1410 $799 $786
FULL SET 1710 $959 $934
QUEEN SET 3720 $2099 $2024
KING SET 5330 $2999 $2899

ROYAL COMFORT PT*
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN SET 3650 $2049 $1999
FULL SET 4310 $2439 $2364
QUEEN SET 5090 $2899 $2799
KING SET 6920 $3899 $3699

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT  •  NATURAL MATERIALS  •  TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES   •  HANDCRAFTED QUALITY 

**INSTANT**INSTANT

FINAL

DAYS!!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING TO GET A HEAD ON THE BALL…Cougar midfielder Ray El-Khoury, No. 14, prepares to knock a header
at the goal in the Union County Tournament game against the Hillside Comets.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING HEADLONG FOR THE BALL…Westfield Blue Devil Sam Eliades, No. 21, lunges for the ball as Cougar forward
Brian Petrucci, No. 19, closes in. The Blue Devils averted a late Cranford comeback to win, 4-3.


