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Cougars Burn Comets with Field Goal, 23-20
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 WALCH WINS ALL-AROUND, PIETROPERTOSA SECOND

Blue Devil Gymnasts Defend
Union County Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Anticipation of an even tighter meet
was in the air, especially since the
four-time defending champion
Westfield High School gymnastic
team, had just added two fine com-
petitors to its injury list, prior to the
Union County (UC) Championship
at Westfield on October 22.

Just two weeks before, Westfield
won its fifth straight Cougar Invita-
tional with a team total of 105.5,
followed closely by Cranford at
104.325, so the Cougars were hoping
to break the Blue Devils’ UC title
winning streak.

“We have things that are more dif-
ficult than were at the Cougar meet,
like the floor being a spring floor. We
have had a couple of meets where
there was a spring floor, so the girls
have had an opportunity to practice
some of the skills that they are do-
ing,” Cougar Head Coach Michele
Charney Hulse said. “Some of the bar
routines we tweaked a little bit, but
we made sure we had a meet under
our belt before tonight to try new
things. We are looking for a good
meet and, [that] they stick their rou-
tines, do the best they can, and the
chips will fall where they will.”

With Sara Shields and Christana
Psyhojos unable to compete, Blue
Devil Head Coach Melissa Bryan
said, “We came out of Cougar with a
good score. It was a very close match.
Cranford has a lot of talent. They
were right on our tail. Being that I
now have two new injuries, we have
worked really hard this week. We
know what we have to improve upon.
Now it’s just a question of going out

there and doing it,”
As to additives to her team’s rou-

tines, Coach Bryan said, “I think per-
fection is always important. Abby
Cook has added in some difficulty on
bars. She’s doing a double back off
bars. The fact that we have a spring
floor will also help. We will be seeing
more difficult tumbling skills on floor,
as well as better execution.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
placed third at the Cougar Invita-
tional and were looking for a good
performance also.

“We have been coming along pretty
strong. Alex Peluso, Melissa Gara
and Kacie Bumiller have been com-
peting all-around and trying to im-
prove their personal scores. So we
are trying to do the best we can with
less than a full team with girls on the
injured list,” Raider Head Coach Lisa
Cerchio said.

Nicole Pietrapertosa of Union
Catholic, who placed third all-around
at the Cougar Invitational, would once
again be in contention for top all-
around honors.

“She is a very strong gymnast. She
stays very consistent throughout the
meets and tournaments. She does very
well on vault. Judges tend to like her
vault. She is very clean, executes
them very nicely,” said Viking Head
Coach Aimee Sanchez prior to the
meet. “Her favorite might be floor.
She prides herself on her skills. Now
with a spring floor, she can pull out
all the stops today. She is an excellent
tumbler, and she’s also good with
dance.”

The Blue Devils showed just how
deep their team was with talent by
claiming their fifth straight county

title with a score of 106.275. The
Cougars were close behind with a
105.275 total followed by the Raid-
ers at 100.825, Union at 99.15, Union
Catholic at 95.8, A.L. Johnson (ALJ)
at 94.425, Jonathan Dayton at 78.275
and Elizabeth at 62,425.

Cougar Mary Kate Walch battled a
pulled muscle but had the persever-
ance to grab top all-around honors
with a 36.475. Pietrapertosa took sec-
ond at 35.9, followed by Cook at
35.725, Blue Devil Kelly Bohlinger
at 35.45, Bianca Briscese (ALJ) at
35.15 and Cougar Alex Puryear at
35.05.

Walch displayed her power and
agility to win the floor exercise with
a 9.475. Bohlinger finished second
with a 9.4 followed by Pietrapertosa
at 9.125, Briscese at 9.025 and
Puryear at 9.0. Cook and Cougar Sara
LoBue tied for sixth at 8.875.

Walch also hit her dismount to win
the vault with a 9.425. Pietrapertosa
was second with a 9.25, and Kim
Scott (Union) was third at 9.175.
Bohlinger took fourth at 9.0, fol-
lowed by Briscese at 8.8 and Cook at
8.75.

Blue Devil freshman Lyndsey Lee
placed first on the uneven bars with a
9.05. Cook was second at 8.95,
Puryear was third at 8.9, Walch was
fourth at 8.85, Briscese was fifth at
8.775 and Pietrapertosa was sixth at
8.675.

Cook took top honors on the bal-
ance beam with a 9.150, and Union’s
Brittany Buchanan was second with
an 8.9. Pietrapertosa was third at 8.85,
flowed by Bohlinger also at 8.85.
Raider Peluso was fifth at 8.775, and
Lee took sixth at 8.75.

Four plays later, Trotter started to his
left but cut sharply to the right for his
six-yard touchdown and a 13-12 lead.
Gaeta’s extra point attempt failed.

The Comets had another scoring
drive delayed when Cougar defen-
sive back Eric Garguilo broke up the
first of six pass attempts, but quarter-
back Ginyard looked to the other side
of the field and hit wide receiver Isiah
Little with a 29-yard touchdown pass.
Ginyard also connected with Anthony
Burgess for the two-point conversion
to make the score 20-13.

Lewis gave the Cougars one more
chance for a score before halftime
when he returned the kickoff 36 yards
to the Hillside 43. Trotter’s 10-yard
run and a 15-yard penalty placed the
ball on the 18 where Gaeta attempted
a 35-yard field goal that missed.

The second half belonged to the
Cougars’ defense as they held the
Comets to minus one yard rushing. In
the meantime, Papandrea engineered
an 11-play, 72-yard scoring drive that
ended with him curling to his left for
a three-yard touchdown. Gaeta’s point
after tied the score 20-20.

On the Comets’ next possession,
Garguilo cut it short with a crafty
interception.

“I saw the quarterback check and I
was seeing him [receiver] coming
over. So I had to step on him, and he
basically threw the ball right to me. I
saw him turn his shoulders right to-
ward me, and I just had to make a
play,” Garguilo said.

Garguilo broke up another pass
play early in the fourth quarter, which
put the Comets in a desperate situa-

tion. On the next play, a host of Cou-
gar linemen had Ginyard trapped deep
in Comet territory, but just as a tackle
was about to be made, a questionable
block allowed him to break free and
fire a pass to Little, who sprinted 65
yards to the Cougar four-yard line.

Garguilo came through again to
break up a pair of passes, and the line
held fast to give the Cougars posses-
sion at the four.

“We were down, but we always say
move on to the next play, and we
made four nice plays down here to
save the game,” Garguilo said. “I saw
the quarterback start looking at his
receiver, and made the plays.”

The Cougars chewed up 88 yards
on 18 plays to get to the Hillside eight
with 3.5 seconds on the clock. Gaeta
set up and drilled the football through

the uprights as time ran out.
“I did have a lot of pressure, but I

had faith in the guy who had to hold
[the ball] and the blocking up front.
We drove all the way down from the
five-yard line. We had one where the
kid almost blocked it, but it still went
through. I had confidence in the whole
team,” said Gaeta who added, “I felt
bad last week when I missed one, and
we lost by a point. I knew I couldn’t
do that to my team again.”

Garguilo added, “It’s special. Se-
nior Night! Nice to go out on top!”

“I am a senior, and I will be going
off next year,” Gaeta said. “All the
seniors came up to me and they said,
‘we did it!’ We know we were going
out with a win.”
Hillside   6 14   0   0 20
Cranford   0 13   7   3 23

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Bobby Gaeta, a senior on the varsity football team, kicked the game-winning field
goal with 3.5 seconds remaining to give the Cougars a 23-20 victory over the Hillside Comets, pushing their season record
to 5-2.

 
 

 
 

•Full service dining
•Lounge 
•Bar 
• Reservations 
 
We invite you to help us 
change the World, one glass 
of wine at a time 
 

Food for the Body 
Songs for the Soul

Visit us on the web:   WWW.16Prospect.com 
Over 30 wines by the glass 

Martini List 

LIVE MUSIC EVERY 
NIGHT! 

Open Tuesday-Sunday 
16 Prospect St. Westfield 

908-232-7320

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR NIGHT UNDER A FULL MOON…The Cranford Cougar football, cheerleaders and band seniors, along with
their proud parents, line up along the width of Memorial Field during Senior Night ceremonies prior to the game with the
Hillside Comets on October 22.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STIFF-ARMING A COMET DEFENDER…Cougar running back Reggie Green, No. 7, gives the ole’ stiff arm to a Comet
defensive back en route to a five-yard gain. The Cougars won a 23-20 thriller.


