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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
See Cranford/Hillside football, UC Gymnastics, Cranford/Westfield and Cranford/Hillside boys soccer games in the printed portion of The Westfield Leader

AQUILES, GEE, DeMARS, HELMSTETTER, FRANCIS HIT

Cougars De-Ice Comets, 5-0,
In UCT Soccer First Round

By Q.T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore forward Matt Aquiles’
goal a few minutes into the game was
just the beginning of a harsh shelling
from the Cranford High School soc-
cer boys, who de-iced the 8-7 Hill-
side Comets, 5-0, in the opening round
of the Union County Tournament at
Memorial Field in Cranford on Octo-
ber 20.

The 6-7-1 Cougars, who have gone
5-1-1 in their last seven games, shelled
the Comets’ goal area with nine shots
in the first half and another nine in the

second half. The Cougars’ very young
attack force, comprised mostly of
freshmen and sophomores, also had a
multitude of shots cleared by the
Comets’ backs. Although he made
several stops, Cougar goalkeeper
Mark Osofsky made two key saves to
record his fourth shutout in the seven-
game span.

“We have been a work in progress
since the beginning of the season. We
started off 1-6, and now we are 5-1-1
in our last seven games. The boys
have had confidence to be good when
tournament time rolls around. That’s

what we were gearing for,” Cougar
Head Coach Mike Curci said. “I did
a lot of mixing and matching the first
couple of weeks. Some of it worked,
some of it didn’t. Once I found the
right chemistry, we have started to
put it together. The young guys have
stepped up in a nice way.”

“Last year, we had a good solid
team. This year has been hard work,
but the older players are teaching the
younger players. We have more ex-
perience. We are showing them what
to do, and they are going to be the

GAETA KICKS WINNING F.G., GARGUILO INTERCEPTS

Cougars Burn Comets, 23-20,
With Last Second Field Goal

By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Night under a full moon at
Cranford’s Memorial Field was full of
eerie twists and turns, mostly favoring
the visiting Hillside Comets, but in the
end, Rob Gaeta booted a 25-yard field
goal as time ran out to give the Cranford
High School football team a 23-20
victory on October 22.

The 5-2 Cougars amassed 328 yards
on the ground on 68 carries, and
quarterback Joey Papandrea (32
rushes, 110 yards, touchdown runs of
one yard and three yards) completed
six of 11 passes for 80 yards. Run-
ning back Sean Trotter had nine car-

ries for 74 yards, including a six-yard
touchdown, all in the first half. Full-
back Tyrone Avent had 10 carries for
54 yards. Kasim Lewis had 10 carries
for 70 yards, J.P. Christiano had six
carries for 25 yards and Reggie Green
had a five-yard carry. Lewis had two
receptions for 28 yards, Trotter had
one for 10 yards, wide receiver Ryan
Williamson had two receptions for
27 yards and Green had a 15-yard
reception.

The Comets dashed to an early 6-0
lead when quarterback Davonte
Ginyard finished off a 68-yard drive
with a seven-yard burst into the end
zone with 9:40 on the clock in the
first quarter. Cougar defensive line-
man Bobby Anstatt blocked the extra
point attempt.

The Cougars got great field posi-
tion on the Hillside 40-yard line and
capitalized with a 10-play drive to
pay dirt when Papandrea pushed in
from the one-yard line with 7:28 left
in the half to make the score 7-6 after
Gaeta booted the point after. But mis-
fortune for the Cougars came in an
11-second flash when Calvin Lofton
took the ensuing kickoff on the 25
and darted 75-yards for the touch-
down. The two-point conversion at-
tempt was stuffed.

The Cougars’ second lost fumble
put the Comets in control again, but
the Cranford defense tightened. The
Comets faked a punt, but Cougar
linemen Tim Handy and Anstatt
stopped it short on the Hillside 21.

*** Happy Halloween! ***
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO RIP A SHOT…Cougar midfielder Tom Fitzgerald, No. 4, prepares to rip a shot at the Hillside Comets’ goal.
The Cougars iced the Comets, 5-0, in the first round of the Union County Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUSHING THEIR WAY TO PAYDIRT…Cougars J.T. Vicci, No. 33, Chad Preucil, No. 68, T.J. Nichols, No. 56, and the
rest of the offense push the Hillside defense backwards, so that quarterback Joey Papandrea (buried in the pile) can score
the touchdown.


