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GAETA KICKS WINNING F.G., GARGUILO INTERCEPTS

Cougars Burn Comets, 23-20,
With Last Second Field Goal

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Night under a full moon at
Cranford’s Memorial Field was full
of eerie twists and turns, mostly
favoring the visiting Hillside Com-
ets, but in the end, Rob Gaeta booted
a 25-yard field goal as time ran out
to give the Cranford High School
football team a 23-20 victory on
October 22.

The 5-2 Cougars amassed 328 yards
on the ground on 68 carries, and quar-
terback Joey Papandrea (32 rushes,
110 yards, touchdown runs of one
yard and three yards) completed six
of 11 passes for 80 yards. Running
back Sean Trotter had nine carries for
74 yards, including a six-yard touch-
down, all in the first half. Fullback
Tyrone Avent had 10 carries for 54
yards. Kasim Lewis had 10 carries
for 70 yards, J.P. Christiano had six
carries for 25 yards and Reggie Green
had a five-yard carry. Lewis had two
receptions for 28 yards, Trotter had
one for 10 yards, wide receiver Ryan
Williamson had two receptions for
27 yards and Green had a 15-yard
reception.

The Comets dashed to an early 6-0
lead when quarterback Davonte
Ginyard finished off a 68-yard drive
with a seven-yard burst into the end
zone with 9:40 on the clock in the first
quarter. Cougar defensive lineman
Bobby Anstatt blocked the extra point
attempt.

The Cougars got great field posi-

tion on the Hillside 40-yard line and
capitalized with a 10-play drive to
pay dirt when Papandrea pushed in
from the one-yard line with 7:28 left
in the half to make the score 7-6 after
Gaeta booted the point after. But mis-
fortune for the Cougars came in an
11-second flash when Calvin Lofton
took the ensuing kickoff on the 25
and darted 75-yards for the touch-
down. The two-point conversion at-
tempt was stuffed.

The Cougars’ second lost fumble
put the Comets in control again, but
the Cranford defense tightened. The
Comets faked a punt, but Cougar line-
men Tim Handy and Anstatt stopped
it short on the Hillside 21. Four plays
later, Trotter started to his left but cut
sharply to the right for his six-yard
touchdown and a 13-12 lead. Gaeta’s
extra point attempt failed.

The Comets had another scoring
drive delayed when Cougar defen-
sive back Eric Garguilo broke up the
first of six pass attempts, but quarter-
back Ginyard looked to the other side
of the field and hit wide receiver Isiah
Little with a 29-yard touchdown pass.
Ginyard also connected with Anthony
Burgess for the two-point conversion
to make the score 20-13.

Lewis gave the Cougars one more
chance for a score before halftime
when he returned the kickoff 36 yards
to the Hillside 43. Trotter’s 10-yard
run and a 15-yard penalty placed the

ball on the 18 where Gaeta attempted
a 35-yard field goal that missed.

The second half belonged to the
Cougars’ defense as they held the
Comets to minus one yard rushing. In
the meantime, Papandrea engineered
an 11-play, 72-yard scoring drive that
ended with him curling to his left for
a three-yard touchdown. Gaeta’s point
after tied the score 20-20.

On the Comets’ next possession,
Garguilo cut it short with a crafty
interception.

“I saw the quarterback check and I
was seeing him [receiver] coming
over. So I had to step on him, and he
basically threw the ball right to me. I
saw him turn his shoulders right to-
ward me, and I just had to make a
play,” Garguilo said.

Garguilo broke up another pass play
early in the fourth quarter, which put
the Comets in a desperate situation.
On the next play, a host of Cougar
linemen had Ginyard trapped deep in
Comet territory, but just as a tackle
was about to be made, a questionable
block allowed him to break free and
fire a pass to Little, who sprinted 65
yards to the Cougar four-yard line.

Garguilo came through again to
break up a pair of passes, and the line
held fast to give the Cougars posses-
sion at the four.

“We were down, but we always say
move on to the next play, and we
made four nice plays down here to
save the game,” Garguilo said. “I saw
the quarterback start looking at his
receiver, and made the plays.”

The Cougars chewed up 88 yards
on 18 plays to get to the Hillside eight
with 3.5 seconds on the clock. Gaeta
set up and drilled the football through
the uprights as time ran out.

“I did have a lot of pressure, but I
had faith in the guy who had to hold
[the ball] and the blocking up front.
We drove all the way down from the
five-yard line. We had one where the
kid almost blocked it, but it still went
through. I had confidence in the whole
team,” said Gaeta who added, “I felt
bad last week when I missed one, and
we lost by a point. I knew I couldn’t
do that to my team again.”

Garguilo added, “It’s special. Se-
nior Night! Nice to go out on top!”

“I am a senior, and I will be going
off next year,” Gaeta said. “All the
seniors came up to me and they said,
‘we did it!’ We know we were going
out with a win.”
Hillside   6 14   0   0 20
Cranford   0 13   7   3 23

AQUILES, GEE, DeMARS, HELMSTETTER, FRANCIS HIT

Cougars De-Ice Comets, 5-0,
In UCT Soccer First Round

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore forward Matt Aquiles’
goal a few minutes into the game was
just the beginning of a harsh shelling
from the Cranford High School soc-
cer boys, who de-iced the 8-7 Hill-
side Comets, 5-0, in the opening round
of the Union County Tournament at
Memorial Field in Cranford on Octo-
ber 20.

The 6-7-1 Cougars, who have gone
5-1-1 in their last seven games, shelled
the Comets’ goal area with nine shots
in the first half and another nine in the
second half. The Cougars’ very young
attack force, comprised mostly of
freshmen and sophomores, also had a
multitude of shots cleared by the
Comets’ backs. Although he made
several stops, Cougar goalkeeper
Mark Osofsky made two key saves to
record his fourth shutout in the seven-
game span.

“We have been a work in progress
since the beginning of the season. We
started off 1-6, and now we are 5-1-1
in our last seven games. The boys
have had confidence to be good when
tournament time rolls around. That’s
what we were gearing for,” Cougar
Head Coach Mike Curci said. “I did
a lot of mixing and matching the first
couple of weeks. Some of it worked,

some of it didn’t. Once I found the
right chemistry, we have started to
put it together. The young guys have
stepped up in a nice way.”

“Last year, we had a good solid
team. This year has been hard work,
but the older players are teaching the
younger players. We have more ex-
perience. We are showing them what
to do, and they are going to be the
future team. They are picking it up
easily. When we talk, that’s when
everything comes together. Every-
one plays soccer, and we just have a
good time,” said senior midfielder
Connor DeMars.

Aquiles wasted little time when he
converted a rebound into the net, af-
ter sophomore midfielder Tommy
Paparatti sent a crossing shot into the
box.

“Tommy Paparatto ran up the side,
and he put a cross in. Brian Petrucci
had a shot, and I got the rebound,”
Aquiles said. “He [Paparatti] played
real well today. He put a lot of balls
in. He had a lot of assists.”

With 18 minutes remaining in the
first half, Paparatto pushed down the
right sideline and drilled a right-to-
left cross into the box where fresh-
man Andrew Gee put a head on it
from a few feet away to make the
score 2-0.

“Tommy got the ball on the right
side, sent me a cross that went over
the defender’s head, and I was there,”
Gee explained.

The Cougars’ third goal of the half
came when Paparatto launched a cor-
ner kick from the right side into
DeMars, who headed the ball into the
left corner.

“We got a corner kick. I saw I had
no one on me on the back post. He
sent me a perfect ball, and I put it in
the back of the net,” DeMars said. “In
practice, we have been working on
attacking the ball, working from in-
side to out and getting a lot of the
crosses in. Paparatto has been doing
a good job with that.”

“Paparatto’s got tremendous field
vision, and he rarely does a bad thing
with the ball. He has excellent foot-
work, and he gets the job done quickly.
He always seems to be one decision
ahead,” Coach Curci said. “He had
that great diagonal cross to Gee on the
back door. He sent a couple of balls
into the corner and opened things up.”

With a comfortable lead, Coach
Curci could afford the luxury of play-
ing his entire bench in the second
half, and 12 minutes in sophomore
forward Mike Helmstetter spotted an
airborne ball out of a scramble in the
box and headed it into the net for the
fourth score.

“It started with a free kick. The ball
was flying through the air, and Ray
El-Khoury goes up with the goalie.
They both collide, and the ball is free.
I just came in and headed it over the
goalie when he tried to get it,”
Helmstetter described.

Late in the game, junior midfielder
Jeff Francis drilled in the fifth goal
from about six-yards out.

“Ryan Wright threw it in. It
bounced in the middle, and I took a
touch and finished it,” said Francis,
who added, “It’s a good night to-
night.”

“We have a big roster. We have 25
guys. In a tournament game, to get
them considerable playing time, I am
happy for them, because they come
out and work hard every day. They
push the guys, who are getting a lot of
playing time. It’s nice to see those
guys get a taste of success,” Coach
Curci said.

“At the beginning of the season, it
was a building block. Lately, we have
been coming together really well.
Hopefully, we will make a good run
in counties. We are trying to get to
states. We are coming after both of
them hard,” DeMars said.
Hillside 0 0 0
Cranford 3 2 5
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419 Otisco Drive, Westfield $790,000
This exciting & spacious home offers 5 bedrooms, 3 full baths and 2 half baths & is
located one block from Jefferson Elementary school. Totally renovated in 2004 with
new windows and roof, lovely hardwood floors, beautiful family room/dining room
addition with Andersen sliders to rear yard, large gourmet kitchen, patio with
retractable awning, Florida Room, hot tub, multi-zone heat and air conditioning, and
much more! The open floor plan lends itself to easy entertaining. Beautifully landscaped
with open front porch and private yard.

420 Kimball Avenue, Westfield $1,089,000
This Turn of the Century 4 BR, 3 ½ bath Victorian with wrap around front porch has
been lovingly restored and updated with modern-day amenities. First floor features: a
grand entry foyer, a formal dining room & living room, a Gourmet eat-in kitchen & a
powder room. The second floor boasts: 2 BR’s + a MBR with newly renovated bath w/
steam shower; a recently remodeled main bath and laundry room. Retreat to the 3rd
floor to find the 4th BR, a full bath and family room w/wet bar. Beautifully landscaped
grounds with patio, outdoor fireplace, 2 car detached garage & more!

BUILD YOUR DREAM ON OVER AN ACRE OF PROPERTY! Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano and Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage announce a rare opportunity to
create a custom home in an incredible setting. Two lots available, each 1.1 acre of
secluded property set in a clearing in the woods on a serene private lane. Meet with
the builder and customize your own plan (starting at 4,000 sq.ft) on 1.1 acre, or an
estate on 2.2 acres of land!. (Rendering for display only).

151 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,779,000

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2009
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006  Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Search for homes
from your cell phone!

Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

GETTING GOOD BLOCKING…Westfield PAL A running back Nick
Buontempo, No. 33, races for 25 yards against Marlboro behind the blocks of
Harry Williamson, No. 72, and Fred Gladis, No. 54.

WF PAL ‘A’ Falls
To Marlboro, 15-6

The Marlboro PAL football team
defeated the Westfield ‘A’ team, 15-
6, in Marlboro on October 24.
Marlboro scored first on a 45-yard
run and converted the extra point.
Marlboro had a number of excellent
runs and scored again to make it 15-
0. Westfield threatened before the
half with runs by Danny Mitchell and
a long Mitchell to Sean Elliott pass as
time ran out.

With much improved play in the
second half, Westfield was led defen-
sively by Elliott, Matt Catanzaro, and
fine tackles by Casey Haviland, Luke
Prybylski, and Nick Costa. Follow-
ing a Catanzaro interception, Nick
Buontempo made runs of 17 yards
and 25 yards. The Westfield touch-
down came on a 24-yard pass from
quarterback Mitchell to Colin Dursee,
who beat the Marlboro cornerback
on the route.

WF PAL ‘B’ White Mauls
Marlboro Grid Kids, 26-0

The Westfield White “B” football
team shut down host Marlboro, 26-0,
on October 24. The game Captains
were Owen Colwell, Parker Hess, JD
Marner and Hopper Murray.

Hess, Murray and Vin DiFilippo
forced a failed punt by Marlboro.
Carries by Jack Curry and DiFilippo
got the ball inside the red zone. Curry
then sprinted for a 15-yard touch-
down and also scored the point after
(PAT.) Chris Boutsikaris returned an
interception 47 yards to the Marlboro
six. Curry and DiFilippo combined
on another touchdown. Brendan Col-
lum delivered a big hit to force a
turnover on downs. DiFilippo’s block
assisted Chris Varano on a 30-yard
run to set up Boutsikaris’ touchdown
pass to Murray. A PAT pass to Varano
brought the score to 20-0.

Later, Tim Norris forced a midfield
fumble, which was scooped up by
Ben Meltzer. Ryan Bass added some
short gains and then Boutsikaris
handed off to Varano, who passed to
DiFilippo for the TD.

In the second half, Bass had sev-
eral strong runs as did James Hoodja.
Justin Dudzinski had a quarterback

sack, while Jack Cash made some
key tackles. Marner and Varano added
interceptions.

On October 17, the Blue Devils
swamped the Springfield Minutemen,
16-0, at Kehler Stadium. Game cap-
tains were Liam Heinbokel, Hess and
Marner.

The Blue Devil defense, including
Mitchell Bryk, Hopper Murray,
Boutsikaris, Hess and Heinbokel,
delivered hard-hitting blows in the
first half, while Marner forced and
recovered a Springfield fumble on
the 16-yard line. Curry carried to the
four-yard line, and DiFilippo bashed
in for the TD. Varano added the PAT.

Leading 9-0, Dudzinski, Norris,
Cash and Calvin Vincente kept de-
fensive pressure on the Minutemen,
while Varano made a key intercep-
tion late in the fourth quarter. Curry
added several successful runs behind
the blocks of Collum, Meltzer, Tho-
mas Morley, Kevin Palmer,
Dudzinski, Heinbokel and Hess.
Varano scored the final touchdown
on a 42-yard pass play thrown by
Boutsikaris, while Murray took the
ball in for the PAT.

SLICK PLAY FOR A TD…Chris Varano tosses the ball to Vincent DiFillipo, who
ran in for a score in the Westfield “B” White football team’s 26-0 shutout over
Marlboro.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING GOOD BLOCKING UP FRONT…Cougar running back Sean Trotter, No. 24, gets good blocking from Bobby
Anstatt, No. 59, and Chad Preucil, No. 68, in the game with the Comets. See Cranford Online pages for more.


