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Vote November 2, 2010
Candidates For Scotch Plains Township Council

4-Year Terms, Vote for 3

Dominick Bratti
Incumbent, IND

Kevin Glover
Incumbent, DEM

Neal LeStrange
Challenger, DEM

Mickey Marcus
Challenger, DEM

Tony Patti
Challenger, GOP

Jeffrey Strauss
Incumbent, IND

Sal Trifiro
Challenger, GOP

Bo Vastine
Challenger, GOP

DOMINICK BRATTI: Independent, Incumbent
Scotch Plains Township Council: 4 years: dbratti@msn.com

Candidate Biography and State-
ment: brattiforscotchplains.com. Cur-
rently serving as deputy mayor,
Dominick Bratti is an 18-year resi-
dent of Scotch Plains and has served
the Township of Scotch Plains since
2003, beginning as a member of the
Scotch Plains Environmental Com-
mission. Following that, he served as
a member of the planning board and,
ultimately, was appointed by the coun-
cil to fill Mayor Malool's vacated
seat. He was elected last year to con-
tinue that term, and now seeks reelec-
tion for a consecutive four-year term.
In addition to his duties as a council-
man, Mr. Bratti is a member and
former chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Youth Consultation Ser-
vices, New Jersey's largest not-for-
profit corporation providing residen-

tial and educational services to many
of the state’s neediest and neglected
children. He is a parter at
Woodbridge's Wilentz, Goldman &
Spitzer, having practiced labor and
employment law litigation since his
graduation from Seton Hall School
of Law in 1987. In seeking reelec-
tion, Mr. Bratti wants to continue the
council's work towards: implement-
ing further shared services with
Fanwood and other government enti-
ties; ensuring that our municipal con-
tracts are fiscally responsible and cost
effective; and working with the newly
reformed Scotch Plains Management
Corp. to ensure that funds dedicated
to this long-term project are used
wisely to produce a lasting revital-
ization of our downtown. In addition,
he would like to foster a closer work-

ing relationship between the town-
ship council and board of education,
recognizing that both entities will
again be called upon in 2011 to jointly
meet difficult budgetary constraints
and resident concerns. In serving the
township, Mr. Bratti has consistently
applied the same philosophy that has
served him well in his law practice;
that is, to evaluate all the facts, con-
sider all the alternatives, and to make
decisions based upon what is best for
his client, in this case the residents of
Scotch Plains. This attitude has helped
to foster a true partnership among the
mayor and all council members, al-
lowing them to fullfil the residents'
mandate that their elected officials
put aside partisan agenda and devote
their full attention to bettering the
Township of Scotch Plains.

KEVIN GLOVER: DEM, Incumbent
Scotch Plains Council: 4 years: info@scotchplainsdems.org

NEAL LESTRANGE: DEM, Challenger
Scotch Plains Council: 4 years: info@scotchplainsdems.org

MICKEY MARCUS: DEM, Challenger
Scotch Plains Council: 4 years: info@scotchplainsdems.org

TONY PATTI: GOP, Challenger
Scotch Plains Township Council: 4 years: wmcclintock@gopwins.com

JEFFREY STRAUSS: IND, Incumbent
Scotch Plains Township Council: 4 years: jesnj@comcast.net

SAL TRIFIRO: GOP, Challenger
Scotch Plains Township Council: 4 years: wmcclintock@gopwins.com

BO VASTINE: GOP, Challenger
Scotch Plains Township Council: 4 years: bovastine@gmail.com

Candidate Bio and Statement:  He
is a member of the Scotch Plains
Italian-American Club, has a culi-
nary degree from the  Institute of
Culinary Education, a  B.A. from

FDU and a law degree from St. Mary’s
University in San Antonio, Tex. An
attorney since 1997, he is member  of
the Union County Inns of Court Born
in province of Agrigento in Sicily,

Italy and  came to U.S. as a young boy. He
married the former Pauline Novello and
has two daughters,Giulia and Alessandra.
He has lived in the county for over 20
years and  Scotch Plains for 10 years.

Candidate Bio and Statement: For
the last four years on the town coun-
cil, Councilman Strauss has worked
across party lines and town borders
to put Community First, building
consensus for action and change. Now
an Independent, Councilman Strauss
was appointed deputy mayor by a
Republican mayor after initial elec-
tion as a Democrat. With this unique
perspective, he is dedicated to put-
ting community before politics. He
continues to serve as the council liai-
son to the recreation commission
where he has worked tirelessly to
continue the wise and cost effective
management of town recreational
facilities and activities, such as
strongly supporting the creation of
the Southside Turf field, and to im-
prove the programs that our residents
and families enjoy. Councilman
Strauss has been and continues to be

actively engaged in the Shared Ser-
vice initiatives between the town-
ship, Fanwood, and our public
schools. He is an integral part of the
ongoing Shared Services efforts be-
tween Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
working to streamline government,
eliminate redundancies, increase ef-
ficiencies and save taxpayer money.
Having previously resided in
Fanwood where he served on the
Fanwood Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment and Planning Board, Council-
man Strauss has a unique perspective
and understanding on how we can
improve our governmental functions
and share the services we need. Coun-
cilman Strauss served as a member of
the Scotch Plains Planning Board, as
the council liaison to the Environ-
mental Commission and has been the
liaison to the Historical Review Com-
mission which strives to protect the

rich historical homes and treasures con-
tained within our borders. Councilman
Strauss is from Union County and is a
graduate of Rutgers University where
he majored in zoology and physiology.
He then attended graduate school at
Boston University attaining his Master
of Science degree in Applied Anatomy
and Physiology. He chose to enter the
law in 1983, going on to graduate in
1986 cum laude from Thomas M.
Cooley Law School in Michigan as an
editor of the Law Review. He is a
partner in the law firm of Weiner &
Strauss in Montvale,  and practices
litigation in New Jersey and New York.
Mr. Strauss has served on the executive
board of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Youth Baseball Association as division
vice -president and has coached his
sons’ baseball and soccer teams. He
and his wife Angelique have sons Joel,
22, and Benjamin, 18.

Candidate Biography and State-
ment: www.scotchplainsdems.org. I
am presently serving my first term on
the Scotch Plains Council. During
my time on council, I have repeatedly
voted against escalating budgets and
wasteful spending. I am focused on
making Scotch Plains more afford-
able without losing our great quality
of life in town. A strong advocate for
fiscal responsibility and eliminating
waste, I believe we should cut dupli-

cative and wasteful administrative
costs insuring that we are getting the
most value for our tax dollars. I
strongly support sharing services with
nearby towns to reduce municipal
operating costs. As a supporter of
local community events, I led the
successful effort to save the 2010
Cultural Art Summer Concert Series
by partnering with local businesses. I
am devoted to addressing and sup-
porting the recreation and social needs

of all our citizens. I am a facilities
management expert who advises busi-
nesses on real estate needs. I volun-
teer and supported the local Houses
of Worship with their fundraising ef-
forts and currently serves as a mem-
ber of the Advisory Board of Manag-
ers for the Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital in Union County.  I have been
married to my wife, Joanne,  for 37
years. We have two sons – Thomas
and Kenneth.

Candidate Biography and State-
ment: www.scotchplainsdems.org. I
am a 25-year veteran of the Scotch
Plains Police Department. I retired in
2006 as a lieutenant and I now advise
corporations on security issues. With
my experience in both law enforce-

ment and business, I have been a
outspoken advocate for keeping resi-
dents safe while streamlining services
to prevent needless duplication. I am
a member of the Union County 200
Club, Union County Emerald Soci-
ety, Mountainside Elks, New Jersey

State PBA, and a former member of
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad. I am
also a former member of the St. Bart's
softball league. My wife Jeanne and
I have a daughter, Elizabeth. I am
also the proud step-father to James,
Joanne, and Jenna.

Candidate Biography and State-
ment: www.scotchplainsdems.org. I
was raised in Scotch Plains and I am
a graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, I take pride in the fact
that I have marched in the Scotch
Plains Memorial Day Parade as a
youth and also as an adult with my
own children. I am interested in tak-
ing action to achieve real results for

the citizens of Scotch Plains. I am
eager to end the partisan blame game
and I want to work to bring taxes
under control. I coach for the Scotch
Plains Recreation Basketball League,
serve as an assistant coach in the
town baseball league and I am an
active member of the PTA in town
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Blue Raider Athletic Booster

Club.
 As anattorney, I have served as a

prosecutor, litigator, and presently as
corporate counsel to a clothing design.

 My wife, Shari, and I chose to
raise our family in the same commu-
nity I grew up in and where my par-
ents still reside. We are the proud
parents of two children, Mitch and
Amanda, who are students at SPFHS.

Candidate Biography and State-
ment: Mr. Trifiro is chairman of the
Scotch Plains Environmental Com-
mission, chairman of Scotch Plains
Community Garden (exploratory
committee), is a member of the

Mayor’s Community Outreach Com-
mittee, Cultural Arts Committee, the
YMCA Board of Directors.  He is a
New Jersey Environmental Steward.
A solar power consultant, he has done
event planning for a PBS documen-

tary film  and formerly ran his family’s
mid-size food distributorship for
nearly 20 years. He holds a business
management degree from St. Francis
College in Brooklyn and is the father
of two children, Juliet and Nicholas.

Candidate Biography and State-
ment: Mr. Vastine is securities pro-
fessional with series 7 and 63 securi-
ties licenses. He is sales director with
LEK Securities and member of the

New York Securities Traders. He ran
for State Assembly in 2009 and holds
B.A. from Texas A&M with a major
in speech communication and a mi-
nor in architecture. His interests in-

clude golf, camping and other outdoor
sports. He and his wife,Florence, have
two children — Oliver and Sophie. He
has been Union County resident for six
years and Scotch Plains for three years.

Special Election Edition

From Independent Candidate Dominick Bratti
As your township councilman for the

last two years, I have used my time and
talents to lead our township through his-
torically challenging times. Eighteen
years here and many years of community
service and volunteerism have preceded
these council years. Since 2003, I have
continuously served the people of Scotch
Plains as a member of the environmental
commission, planning board, and coun-
cil. In addition, 23 years of experience as
a labor and employment attorney repre-
senting other municipalities, businesses
and non-profit organizations throughout
the state gives me a unique set of skills
both relevant and valuable to municipal
governance. Over the past two years I
have put this experience to work on a
variety of issues:

Taxes: On the Township Council I
have dealt with two difficult budgets, as
well as a review and $860,000 reduction
of the Scotch Plains School Budget, voted
down earlier this year. My approach has
been the same as in my law practice: to
examine all the facts, listen to all points of
view and only then make decisions based
upon the interests of the residents of our

township. In 2009, the council began for
the first time to get a handle on taxes by
refusing to defer pension obligations, a
decision that, ultimately, saved our town-
ship thousand of dollars. In 2010, we
continued to cut spending and avoid lay-
offs by freezing municipal salaries and
finding alternative ways to provide ser-
vices. For example, we maintained the
Summer Concert Series by soliciting pri-
vate donations and using township vol-
unteers to provide the entertainment,
which was previously paid for by the
township.

Revitalizing Our Business District:
After trying for years to meet the chal-
lenge of revitalizing the downtown area,
Scotch Plains finally created a Special
Improvement District and the Scotch
Plains Management Corporation. With
the help of professional consultants, we
are beginning to get exposure for our
existing businesses and attract new mer-
chants to our downtown. My plan is to
continue to work with the Management
Corporation, the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association and indi-
vidual business owners to finally make

To The Residents of Scotch Plains

real progress towards creating a compre-
hensive plan for lasting and meaningful
improvements to our downtown.

Working Beyond Our Borders: I have
also taken an active role in trying to
reduce costs, which have been largely
beyond our control (such as the increase
in rates by the American Water Company
and the Rahway Valley Sewer Author-
ity). I have spoken out against both. For
example, in August, I was joined at a
public hearing by Westfield Councilman
Keith Loughlin, Garwood Mayor Dennis
McCarthy and other municipal represen-
tatives in speaking out against the pro-
posed 13.6 percent rate increase sought
by the American Water Company. I have
also joined with Township Manager Chris
Marion and other councilpersons to in-
troduce measures to increase shared ser-
vices with Fanwood, other municipali-
ties and Union County.

With your help, I can continue to serve
our township with integrity and forth-
rightness, and I ask for your vote on
November 2.

Dominick Bratti

From DEMS - Glover, LeStrange and Marcus

From GOP Candidates Patti, Trifiro and Vastine

From Independent Candidate Jeffrey Strauss

Choosing to run for any elected office
is a serious decision. It’s not one to be
made lightly. When we decided in the
spring to run for Scotch Plains Council,
we did so because we love our town and
wanted to make Scotch Plains affordable
to live in again. We, like so many of you,
are fed up with the out of control property
taxes, the new sewer tax, multi-million
dollar no bid contracts and the lack of
action or movement on shared services.

For those of you who don’t know us,
we would like to tell you a little about
ourselves. Collectively, we have over
100 years of combined residency in Scotch
Plains. We’ve raised our children here.
Our roots are here. This is our home.

Kevin Glover has served on council
for the past four years. During that time
he has repeatedly voted against the esca-
lating budgets because they included
wasteful spending. He has consistently
voted against high priced proposals that
have not been opened up to competitive

bidding, and has repeatedly called for
smaller government and for real action
on shared services. Kevin also came up
with a plan to raise donations from local
business leaders, which rescued the
township’s Summer Concert Series.

Neal LeStrange and Mickey Marcus are
both long-standing members of the com-
munity who will work to bring about the
change Scotch Plains needs. Neal
LeStrange has been a well known fixture
in town his entire life. After 25 years on the
local police force, Neal recently retired
with the rank of lieutenant. He currently
advises corporations on security matters.

Mickey Marcus is an accomplished
attorney who chose to move back to Scotch
Plains to raise his children in the same
town where he grew up. Mickey has been
a coach for the Scotch Plains Recreation
Commission Basketball League, an as-
sistant coach in the town baseball league
and is an active member of the PTA and
the SPFHS Blue Raider Booster Club. He

is eager to end the partisan blame game
and work to bring taxes under control.

If elected, we pledge to conduct an
immediate review of all town finances to
carefully examine where every dollar is
spent, and where we can find immediate
savings. We pledge to end the practice of
awarding multi-million-dollar no-bid con-
tacts. Our policy will be that every large
contract is put out to bid so that we can get
the most for our money. Lastly, we pledge
to take action on shared services. For
years candidates have talked about shared
services. It’s time to deliver. We will
move beyond talk and widen the scope to
all our neighboring towns and the County
of Union to find areas we can share ser-
vices and lower costs for you, the tax-
payer.

Thank you for your consideration. We
hope we can count on your vote on Elec-
tion Day.

Kevin Glover, Neal LeStrange and
Mickey Marcus

I am concluding my fourth year on the
Scotch Plains Township Council.

During my tenure I tried to be balanced
and fair with one goal in mind, to make
Scotch Plains as nice a place to live as
possible. I was elected to serve all the
people of Scotch Plains regardless of
party or politics. I put the community
first. I am seeking re-election as an Inde-
pendent. My goal is to keep costs and
taxes as low as possible and provide as
much services as we can afford. I will
make my best efforts to lower future costs
by sharing with other entities as many
services as possible. I seek to represent
everyone. It is, after all, all about the town
and the people and not about the political
parties.

I chose to run as an Independent, ad-
mittedly a more difficult route to choose
but one that frees me to do the “right
thing,” not the “party thing.” An Inde-
pendent candidate will allow others, not
just those affiliated with a political party,
to actively participate and gain experi-

ence in our town government. We have
been fortunate to have many talented and
dedicated people serve on our boards and
commissions regardless of political party,
however, there are many other talented
people who are unaffiliated with a politi-
cal party who can and will serve when
given the opportunity. All deserve a
chance to fully participate, affiliated or
unaffiliated.

To elect an Independent we must vote
for one. Some may suggest that an Inde-
pendent cannot win. This suggestion is
nonsensical, especially in local govern-
ment. If we freely vote for an Indepen-
dent an Independent will be elected. To
do so we must look at the ballot and vote
for the individuals we want to be elected
by name, reputation and achievement,
not by voting for people we know noth-
ing about simply because their name
appears in the column of a political party.
In local government elections the reason
for the political party does not exist. The
issues faced by local officials are purely

local and differ from town to town. The
great political issues and philosophies
do not apply to the local elected official
since we must act pursuant to the rules
given to us by the state and federal
governments, carry out mandates and
balance our budget in accord with ac-
counting rules. The local parties exist to
elect people, to control and to appoint
people to positions. The appointees will
be in the best position to be elected to run
the government in the future. For the
Independent, such as me, it is totally
about all people in town, making good
policy and increasing participation by
all residents.

There are three seats up for election.
Mine is one of them. There are eight
candidates, three Democrats, three Re-
publicans and two Independents. Each is
arranged in a row. I am in Column C, Row
8. Please vote for the person, not the
party. I hope I have earned your vote.

Jeffrey Strauss

For the last several months we have
been touring your neighborhoods, knock-
ing on your doors, and meeting with you
at your homes to hear your concerns
about the township we all love. It has
been an invigorating and educational ex-
perience to not only visit every corner of
the town, but also to hear you speak
passionately about your vision for Scotch
Plains. We chatted about taxes and ser-
vices, cell towers and ball field lighting,
downtown shopping and traffic, and also
about communication between your
elected officials and our residents. A hand-
ful of concerns were new to us, and many
issues have been around for quite a while;
especially the ones that deal directly with
making New Jersey and Scotch Plains a
more affordable place in which to live
and raise a family.

We were so pleased that Governor
Chris Christie chose to visit Scotch Plains
last week to detail his reform plans for
government in New Jersey. Earlier in the
year, we told you that with a new 2-
percent cap on yearly property tax in-
creases enacted into law, we had great
concern that unless other reforms were
established by state government, subur-

ban communities like Scotch Plains would
be forced into massive layoffs and a dras-
tic reduction of the services we need and
deserve. Thankfully, the governor has
put forth a series of legislative proposals
that he has termed “The Tool Kit” which
will give local governments the ability to
operate efficiently within this tax cap.
We are hoping that the State Legislature
takes action on these bills well before the
2011 township council is seated and be-
gins grappling with what will be a chal-
lenging budget year.

The confines of this letter will not
allow us to expand on all the issues we
have discussed during this campaign, but
in closing let us reference one topic that
seems to have been a pervasive one with
those residents we encountered. That topic
is communication. You have been rightly
critical of the style of communication
between your elected officials. The grand-
standing and needless bickering must stop.
At times the demeanor of some council
members has been so embarrassing that
this publication, The Scotch Plains
Fanwood Times, felt it necessary to pub-
licly chastise them. Scotch Plains is bet-
ter than that, and you have our vow to

provide a more professional atmosphere
on the council dais. Communication be-
tween your government and you needs to
improve as well. In this day and age, as
we have so many vehicles with which to
keep you informed, there is no excuse to
leave you in the dark on any issue. Addi-
tionally, your feedback is critical if we
are going to govern effectively.

Fellow residents, we are indeed Re-
publicans, yet we are three fresh faces
with new ideas that will be responsive
only to you and your hopes and desires
for Scotch Plains. We look forward to
serving you if given a chance on Novem-
ber 2.

Tony Patti, Sal Trifiro and Bo
Vastine

Reading Is Good For You


