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DANIEL SULLIVAN: Democrat, Incumbent
Union County Freeholder: 3 years: dsullivan@ucnj.org

Candidate Biography and Statement:
www.ucnj.org A lifelong resident of
Elizabeth, Freeholder Daniel Sullivan is
serving his third term as chairman of the
board. He was previously freeholder
chairman in 1998 and 2000, and vice-
chairman in 1997, 1999 and 2009. Ap-
pointed to the freeholder board in Janu-
ary 1995 to complete a one-year term, he
was elected to three-year terms in 1995,
1998, 2001, 2004 and 2007. As chair-
man, Freeholder Sullivan saw the county
make unprecedented investments in the
lives of senior citizens through three new
initiatives. The first, Senior Focus, pro-
vided municipalities with millions of dol-
lars in funding for new senior centers or
repairs and improvements to existing cen-
ters. The Senior Scholars initiative has
provided free courses at Union County
College for more than 12,000 residents
over age 60. The third, Seniors in Motion,
provided towns with vans for senior trans-

portation. He has helped Union County
maintain its high bond rating and develop
innovative programs that impact the lives
of more than 500,000 residents in 21
municipalities. He helped develop events
like Jersey Jazz by the Lake (now known
as MusicFest) and economic develop-
ment initiatives such as the Park Madison
and the Jersey Gardens Mall. Freeholder
Sullivan also developed three very suc-
cessful initiatives: Project Pocket Parks,
which provided millions of dollars in
matching grants to municipalities for
improving parks, athletic fields and play-
grounds; Access 2000, which provided
grants to school districts to ensure all
students have access to computers and
high-speed internet connections; and
HEART Grants (History, Education and
Arts Reaching Thousands) to highlight
Union County’s history and arts. While
serving on the board, Freeholder Sullivan
has been chairman of the Union County

BETTE JANE KOWALSKI: Democrat, Incumbent
Union County Freeholder: 3 years: bkowalski@ucnj.org

LINDA CARTER: Democrat, Challenger
Union County Freeholder: 3 years: lindacarter@att.net

Economic Development Committee and
the Fiscal Affairs Committee. He has
also served on the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Committee, the
Transportation Advisory Board, and the
Labor Advisory Board. Freeholder
Sullivan served as the assistant chief
administrator for the New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission and is a member
of the North Jersey Transportation Plan-
ning Authority, which he chaired in
2007.

He is a graduate of Seton Hall Univer-
sity with a bachelor’s degree in Govern-
ment. Freeholder Sullivan began his pub-
lic service career when he was elected to
the Elizabeth Board of Education in 1993.
He served as president and vice-president
of the board and chairman of the finance
committee and the subcommittee on se-
curity. He and his wife, Connie, have
three children: Brendan, Kristen and
Daniel.

Candidate Biography and Statement:
Linda Carter is a lifelong citizen of the
city of Plainfield. She is the youngest of
her siblings. She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Eastern Shore where
she earned her Bachelor’s of Science
degree in Business Administration and a
Master of Science degree in Information
Management from Steven’s Institute of
Technology in Hoboken. Currently, she
is employed by the Passaic Board of
Education as a high school business edu-
cation teacher. She served as the head
cheerleading coach at Passaic High
School. She currently serves as Council-
woman at-large of the 1st and 4th wards
in Plainfield – serving her third year of
her second term. She has held the position
of council president and chair of the com-
mittee-of-the-whole for three years). She

serves as the liaison for the city council,
housing authority, board of education
and chairs the neighborhood and city
services committee. She has been a mem-
ber of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority for
over 25 years. Ms. Carter has served in
many leadership positions within the so-
rority over the years and is currently
serving fourth term as president of the
Plainfield chapter. She has received nu-
merous awards for her leadership be-
cause of her professional accomplish-
ments and community involvement in-
cluding The New Jersey Minority Achiev-
ers Award and the Jack and Jill of America,
Inc. Greater Union County Chapter Com-
munity Leaders Hall of Fame award. She
has served on the Plainfield Teen
Parenting Board and is associated with
volunteer work with the YMCA for over

16 years. In addition she has been a
mentor, a Big Sister volunteer, feeding
the homeless volunteer and co-chair of
the National Night out committee for the
past four years. Her focus has been on
assisting the most vulnerable in  society:
young people and senior citizens.

Prior to going into teaching, she
worked for AT&T in Access Manage-
ment of the CFO Division.  Ms. Carter
worked with business units to deliver
results of actual spending versus budget
spending and handled 10B budget
monthly reporting. Also, she worked for
AT&T Credit Communication Systems
as portfolio asset manager where she
handled end to end leasing for clients
within the eastern region. She is also a
member of the New Jersey Board of
Realtors.

Candidate Biography and Statement:
ucnj.org. Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
has been an advocate for parks, educa-
tion, and community service for most of
her life. Since her election to the board in
2004, she has built on that commitment.
While serving as freeholder chairwoman
in 2007, she promoted numerous initia-
tives for shared services to reduce costs
and increase the efficiency of county
services. Along with her colleagues on
the Fiscal Affairs Committee, she en-
sures that Union County continues its
high quality, cost effective service. She
has served as the freeholder liaison to the
Human Services Advisory Council dur-
ing a time of economic and social chal-
lenges.

In response to the crisis, the freeholder
board and county staff initiated the award-
winning Code Blue program to house the
homeless during severe weather, and ap-
proved one of the state’s first Homeless
Prevention Trust Funds. As a member of
the Open Space, Recreation, and Historic

Preservation Trust Fund, she has worked
with the freeholder board to add hun-
dreds of acres of land to the Union County
parks system, preserved for public recre-
ation and nature conservation. A sup-
porter of the arts, Freeholder Kowalski
regularly attends concerts and art shows
by Union County’s diverse community,
including seniors, teens, children, and
people of many ethnic backgrounds. She
has served on the board of the Union
County Center for the Performing Arts
and works to promote the arts at every
opportunity. Freeholder Kowalski has
championed ballot initiatives to extend
state funding for open space and recre-
ation.

As the liaison to the Department of
Parks and Community Renewal, she par-
ticipates in the Adopt-a-Park and Adopt-
a-Trail programs, as well as the annual
BioBlitz programs, which evaluate the
health of the county’s natural environ-
ment. A member of the Cranford River
Committee, she regularly helps at river

cleanups and other projects. Recently,
Ms. Kowalski served on the Workforce
Investment Board and the Raritan Valley
Railroad Coalition. Additional commit-
ments have been with the Cultural and
Heritage Programs Advisory Board, the
Advisory Board on Education, Policy
and Administrative Code Committee, the
Economic Development Committee, the
Commission on the Status of Women, the
Committee on the Status of Libraries, and
the Union County Animal Shelter Com-
mittee. Freeholder Kowalski grew up in
Cranford and graduated with honors from
Cranford High School. She has a Master’s
degree in Journalism from New York
University, and a Bachelor of Arts from
Hunter College, where she graduated
summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa.
As an editor and writer, Ms. Kowalski
has worked for numerous publications,
including New York Newsday, the Vil-
lage Voice, and World Press Review. She
is married and lives in Cranford.

Vote November 2, 2010

ELLEN DICKSON: Republican, Challenger
Union County Freeholder: 3 years: info@ellendickson.com

Candidate Biography and Statement:
http://ellendickson.com/ Ellen Dickson
is in her second term on Summit’s Com-
mon Council. She was council president
in 2009. Prior to that she was a member of
the zoning board for five years. She was
president of the Summit High School and
elementary school PTAs. Ellen has a
Master’sdegree  in Business Administra-
tion from Babson College and an under-
graduate degree from the University of
Massachusetts in Boston where she served
as a trustee. Summit has been her home
for more than 16 years. Along with her
husband, Chip, they raised three children
that graduated from the Summit public
schools system.

As a fiscal conservative, I am deter-
mined to reduce spending levels and
supports the 2-percent property tax cap.
For too long, government spending has
been unchecked and not rigorously
questioned. An inclusive representa-
tive Union County has over 500,000
citizens and most are unaware of the
freeholder board’s activities. Few are
aware about the very large county bud-
get and how freeholders spend our tax
dollars. In these difficult times, we
should suspend the open space  tax.
This is not a time for taxpayers to be
funding anything but essentials. Let’s
regroup and hear a plan for how re-
maining monies will be spent.

What is a freeholder? The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders is a
nine-member board that governs Union
County. It’s like the New Jersey version
of county commissioners. Each member
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders serves
a three-year term. Each year, three of the
nine seats are up for election. The free-
holder seats are elected at-large, meaning
the whole county votes to elect each
member. There is no ward or district
system. The freeholders select a board
chairman every year in January after new
members are sworn in. The freeholders
are charged with approving the county
government’s budget and overseeing the
county bureaucracy.

BRIAN FLANAGAN: Republican, Challenger
Union County Freeholder: 3 years: BTFlanagan@bournenoll.com

Candidate Biography and Statement:
unioncountygopcandidates.com. Mr.
Flanagan is a partner with the law firm of
Bourne, Noll & Kenyon, in Summit, rep-
resenting individuals and small compa-
nies in a variety of business and real
estate matters. He is licensed in New
Jersey and New York. He received his
bachelor’s degree from Boston College
in 1985, with honors, and his law degree
from Fordham University in 1992.

Before becoming a lawyer, he worked
as a volunteer in Belize, Central America,
and as a high school teacher in Connecti-
cut. He lives in New Providence with his
wife, Christine, their seven children, and
their rescued golden-collie mix, Penny.

Mr. Flanagan has been a member of the
board of directors for the Suburban Cham-
ber of Commerce in Summit since 2007.
He is also an adjunct professor at Caldwell
College, teaching business law.

He has been active in public service
since 1997, when he was appointed to
serve on an ad hoc committee on wireless
telecommunications in New Providence.
As a result of his efforts on that commit-
tee, Mr. Flanagan was appointed to the
New Providence Planning Board, where
he served for 11 years. He served twice
on the board’s Master Plan Review Sub-
committee, and, in 2008, he served on the
board’s Council n Affordable Housing
(COAH) subcommittee. He has also

served on the borough’s affordable hous-
ing board since 2007.

 More recently, he has been a leader in
the fight against the current Board of
Freeholders attempt to grab a neighbor-
hood park in New Providence for use as
a county park. He has seen the county’s
Open Space, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund misused as leverage
against local interests.

 Through years of working with busi-
nesses in New Jersey, Mr. Flanagan has
seen how excessive taxes have burdened
business owners, causing some to leave,
taking their jobs with them. He said he is
running for freeholder to turn back the
tide of taxes that threatens Union County.

ELYSE MEDVED: Republican, Challenger
Union County Freeholder: 3 years: Elysebochicchio@comcast.net

Candidate Biography and Statement:
unioncountygopcandidates.com Elyse
Bochicchio Medved, a former council
member in Rahway, has served in a vari-
ety of organizations since moving to
Rahway from Brooklyn in 1993. She has
a bachelor’s degree from Hunter College.

As a new homeowner, she began at-
tending municipal, freeholder, and com-
munity meetings. Eventually, Ms.
Medved joined Concerned Citizens of
Union County, working to expose the
safety, health, and financial problems
resulting from garbage and medical waste
projects throughout the county. In her
work with Concerned Citizens, she de-
veloped an interest in politics. Although
she had been a Democrat in New York,
she became an active Republican in
Rahway. In 1999, Ms. Medved ran for
and won a city council seat in Rahway.
As a council member, she stood up for

residents who were concerned, as she
was, about out of control borrowing,
spending, and sweetheart deals for pri-
vate developers. She also fought against
the sale of Rahway’s water authority,
which has resulted in higher rates and less
responsive service. In 2002, she was ac-
cepted into the Whitman Series for Ex-
cellence in Public Service. While in the
Whitman course, she ran for Union
County Freeholder. She did not succeed
against opponents that were already part
of the exclusively Democrat board. Years
later, Ms. Medved sees that this single-
party board continues to avoid public
debate, even about their budget, and con-
tinues to disregard public comments and
questions. She believes that this board
refuses to reduce their easy spending on
non-essential projects and programs,
“frills,” in her words, because they are
even more at out-of-touch with the basic

needs of Union County than they were in
2002. Besides her work in politics, Ms.
Medved has served in a variety of organi-
zations. Most notably, she has worked for
the National Breast Cancer Committee
where she participated in lobbying,
fundraising, and outreach in both New
Jersey and in Washington, D.C. She has
also held a seat on the vestry at St. John's
Church in Elizabeth, where she has been
active in several community outreach
programs. For the past two years, she has
volunteered as a Court-Appointed Spe-
cial Advocate (CASA) for a child in
foster care. Ms. Medved has worked for
many years as a substitute teacher in a
number Union County towns, concen-
trating during the past two years mostly
in Elizabeth. She now is a marketing
associate for Directbuy in Edison.  She
resides in Rahway with her husband, Lex,
and their two sons.

JOANNE RAJOPPI: Democrat, Incumbent
Union County Clerk: 5 years: jrajoppi@ucnj.org

Candidate Biography and Statement:
www.ucnj.org/ctyclerk. I have had the
honor to serve as your as county clerk
during the past 15 years. My education
includes a bachelor’s degree, cum laude
from Case Western Reserve University

and a Master’s in Public Administration
from Seton Hall University.

I chose public service as my lifelong
career to contribute to my community as
a school board member, councilwoman,
mayor, freeholder and as Register of
Deeds and Mortgages, an office I suc-
ceeded in combining with the clerks and
which saved taxpayers more than $1 mil-
lion. I have also served as president of the
Constitutional Officers Association of
New Jersey and as president of the New
Jersey Association of Counties. Some
innovative actions I've taken as county
clerk include the following: pioneering
on-line access to property documents;
generating $23 million in revenues to
offset county tax rate in 2009; establish-
ing a duplicate computer service to be
used in event of a man-made or natural
disaster protecting the economic integ-
rity of business in the county; initiating
unprecedented customer access through
Saturday and evening hours for pass-
ports, trade names and notaries in our

Westfield office; discovering discrepencies
in 2008 Presidential Primary machine tally
that led the state to challenge the voting
machine company for their errors and tes-
timony in court case and secured safety
measures on machines. Some of my future
goals include the following: expand tech-
nology to permit electronic signatures for
all property recordings; make more ser-
vices and documents accessible on-line;
develop new ways to deliver services to
customers; expand outreach services, es-
pecially passports, which will be of critical
importance with new Homeland Security
regulations. The public trust of the County
Clerk's position demands integrity,
experience,leadership and creativity. The
reality is it would be difficult to find a
clerk's office of comparable size in the
state which is as cost-efficient, an inno-
vative or customer friendly. I pledge to
continue to bring my experience and pro-
fessionalism to serve you for another
term. Thanks for your past support and I
ask for your vote on November 2.

Joanne Rajoppi
Union

ARTHUR ZAPOLSKI: Republican, Challenger
Union County Clerk: 5 years: Lindenatty@aol.com

Candidate Biography and Statement:
http://unioncountygopcandidates.com. I

would like to introduce myself. I am Art
Zapolski and I am running for Union
County Clerk as a Republican. My wife
and I have lived and worked in Linden
since 1992 and we have been married for
27 years. The clerk's office touches ev-
eryone in the county who votes or owns a
home. Job one for me will be the timely
and accurate recording of real estate trans-
actions and monitoring the county's elec-
tion process. This requires attention to
detail and acute organizational skills. I
believe I am well suited for this task. For
the last 30 years I have been a lawyer,
working in private practice and in gov-
ernment. I also come from the outside the
current administration. For the past 10
years I have had a neighborhood law
practice in Linden. I am also a former
Roselle Park public defender. A year ago
I retired from the Air Force Reserves as a

colonel. I have a Master’s of Law degree
and taught a law course as an adjunct
college professor. One of my strengths is
that I can work with all types of people
across the board to solve problems. I
worked in the Texas House of Representa-
tive for a Democrat from Dallas ,coordi-
nating his legislative package. I am also
active in the community. I am a member of
the Union County College Paralegal Stud-
ies Program Advisory Committee and I
am a former president of Linden Rotary
Club. I understand the importance of con-
tinuing upgrade and modernize out county's
record keeping to keep pace the 21st Cen-
tury. One of my priorities as county clerk
will be to continue to work on the comput-
erization of our records for easy access of
the public. I will work hard for you by
drawing on my experience and provide a
fresh new voice for Union County.

Art Zapolski
Linden

PETER B. LIJOI: Republican, Challenger
Union County Sheriff: 3 years: plijoi@ffres.com

Candidate Biography  and Statement:
Peter Lijoi, a 27-year resident of Summit,
is a graduate of Montclair State Univer-

sity with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
History and Pace University School of
Law with a law Degree. He is a member
of the bar of the States of New Jersey and
New York. He is a certified tax assessor
in the State of New Jersey and currently
serves as president of and a commis-
sioner on the Union County Board of
Taxation. As legal counsel, he has repre-
sented publicly and privately held na-
tional companies and successfully di-
rected and managed the profitable comple-
tion of multi-million dollar projects and
organizations. As legal counsel to the
County of Rockland Industrial Develop-
ment Agency, he worked to expand in-
dustrial and commercial companies in
New York creating jobs and ratables in
the New York/New Jersey Region. He
also served as the County Energy Con-

servation Coordinator for the County of
Rockland, New York. Mr. Lijoi’s law
career has included an ongoing commit-
ment to the community and is dedicated
to public service. He has served as a
member of the Union County Republican
Committee and City of Summit Republi-
can Committee for over 15 years. He was
legal counsel to Assemblyman Eric
Munoz during his tenure in the New
Jersey General Assembly. He has coached
soccer, is a past president of the Summit
Soccer Club, the Summit Music Parents
and the PTA. He was member of the
Rockland County Girl Scout Council
Board of Directors, the Summit Planning
Board and the Summit Environmental
Commission. He is married to Christine
C. Lijoi and has two sons who were born
and raised in Summit.

RALPH FROEHLICH: Democrat, Incumbent
Union County Sheriff: 3 years

Ralph Froehlich
Union

Professional Background:
www.ucnj.org - The candidate serves as
Union County Sheriff and has done so for
33 years – the longest running sheriff in
the history of the State of New Jersey. A
career law enforcement officer, he was a
member of the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment for almost 20 years, attaining the
rank of lieutenant. He has received com-
mendations throughout his lifetime, in-
cluding the New Jersey PBA Valor
Award, Policeman-of-the-Year and the
Elizabeth Police Merit Awards.

Education: A 1975 graduate of Kean

College, Sheriff Froehlich attended the North-
western University Traffic Institute in 1968 and
is a member of Pi Sigma Alpha, the National
Political Honor Society. He also attended the
FBI Academy and other law-enforcement in-
stitutions, where he has received multiple law-
enforcement certifications.

Sheriff Froehlich has developed mul-
tiple programs that have garnered na-
tional attention, some of which have also
been adopted and used internationally,
including his fingerprint program, Play-
It-Safe booklet and video, and gun safety
programs for children.

A Message to Voters from County Republican Candidates
A world of people, cultures, and busi-

nesses call Union County home. But we
are at risk. Unopposed, the freeholders
increase their spending, and our debt,
while cities and towns struggle to keep
teachers, police, firefighters. This must
end. We must lighten the load.

With your support, Republican free-
holder candidates Ellen Dickson, Brian
Flanagan and Elyse Medved will break
the current freeholders’ monopoly, and
restore leadership towards smaller, more
focused county government.

Taxes: Union County property taxes
rose nearly 75 percent in the past 10
years, and are among the highest in the
nation. Our state’s current economic cri-
sis has hit our cities and towns hard. Yet
the current freeholders continue spend-
ing and borrowing as if it is still 2004. The
big spending and high taxes make our
county less attractive to the businesses
that bring good jobs. It is long past time to
reign in the freeholders’ spending. We
support a 2-percent cap on county prop-
erty taxes. Then we will push for a roll-
back on county taxes, and put the savings
into our communities and our wallets.

Debt: The current freeholders make
down-payments on projects and finance

the balance. They get the credit. We, the
taxpayers, get the debt. We cannot afford
the freeholders’ debt addiction. Neither
can our children. It must end.

Monopoly: Unchecked for 12 years,
the current freeholders routinely approve
outsized budgets and appropriations with-
out opposition. They have ignored dis-
senting voices, even from their own party.
Free and vigorous government depends
on healthy competition. It is time to break
the monopoly.

Other Issues: The incumbent freehold-
ers have published misinformation about
us. We respond as follows:

Runnells Specialized Hospital: We
support Runnells’ mission of providing
specialized services for seniors and oth-
ers in our county. The freeholders must
ensure that this facility is managed well
and efficiently to serve its patients, not
political patrons.

County Police: We believe the Union
County Police should handle particular,
specialized missions, the bomb squad for
instance, but not general responsibilities
and patrols that our city and municipal
police already handle quite well.

MusicFest: County government must
focus on core functions, not entertain-

ment. We need adults on the Freeholder
Board who will say “no” to spending for
feel-good promotions that are not essen-
tial.

Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund (OSTF): In these
difficult times, we should suspend this
tax. There is plenty in the OSTF right
now, OSTF projects are not essential, and
Union County taxpayers need a break.

Union County College: We support
UCC so that it remains affordable, and
continues to provide excellent gateway
educational opportunities for our Union
County residents.

Finally, the incumbent County Clerk
has been in the office for nearly a genera-
tion, 27 years.  The incumbent Sheriff has
held his office for more than a generation,
33 years. It is time for fresh ideas and
leadership. Art Zapolski, a practicing law-
yer and retired Colonel of the U.S. Air
Force Reserves, and Peter Lijoi, a lawyer
with experience managing budgets rang-
ing from $200 million to $1 billion, have
the skills and viewpoint to bring these
vital offices forward in the 21st Century.

Ellen Dickson, Brian Flanagan,
Elyse Medved, Art Zapolski
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Peter Lijoi
Summit

No Photo Provided
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Cranford

Linda Carter, D
Plainfield

Dan Sullivan, D
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