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A Movement Called Communitarianism Shall Arise Built on the Notion that
Neighborliness Is Vital to the Survival of Traditional Republican Representation.

My Dear Neighbors,
On the eve of the 2010 election, I

forsake the name Republican. More-
over, I abandon the name Conserva-
tive in lieu of Communitarian. A
movement by that name will arise,
and it will take great pains to send off
the Republican National Committee
and its libertarian zealotry into
oblivion. Sooner not later, the GOP
will precipitously die off from a fatal
demographic shift. With deliberative
foresight a new movement will find
its footing, with the aim of restoring
traditional republican virtues on to
national stage. When shades of anar-
chistic libertarianism have become
widely accepted as orthodox conser-
vatism, a new movement that evan-
gelizes both the classical and the
uniquely American manifestations of
the virtuous citizen, who has the will
to buttress civil society is desperately
needed and the time for its matura-
tion has arrived.

When the term conservative was
converted from an adjective into a
noun in the common vernacular back
the second half of the 20th Century, it
became too convenient for rival
Burkean movements to manipulate
the conventional political landscape
and usurp the name of the social
spirit, which carried the conservative
banner for the past two centuries. It
makes no sense, anymore, for those
who share the timeless sentiments of
ordered liberty to hold on to the con-
servative epithet. Communitarian to
be a more accurate moniker. The tim-
ing of the birth of this movement
gives disoriented Tea Party refugees,
who likewise believe in ordered lib-
erty, a polis-centered, socioeconomic
philosophical construct upon which
to coalesce and occupy the political
middle ground. The best of local

Republican representatives have
nothing in common with the national
ruling GOP-cliquey and they can
stand on their own, but some con-
gressional officeholders, who have
not soundly established themselves
in their constituent
districts,&#8213;have nowhere else
to go for funding and have yielded to
the dominant faction of the party.

As a freshman Member of Con-
gress Leonard Lance of the 7th Con-
gressional District is such example.
He arrived in Washington espousing
his moderate bipartisan orientation,
but in the latter half of his term and
throughout his recent campaign, he
has taken to the use of libertarian
idioms. Frelinghuysen and Smith re-
mind me of the GOP I knew once.
Garrett and Lance wear its new face.
These unwelcome circumstances,
which portend to the specter of more
anarchistic measures, among the as-
cendant GOP libertarian faction, dic-
tate that conventional conservatives
organize themselves to reorient
America’s course, as it moves further
into the 21st Century. In the mean-
time, I hope the best of the Republi-
can Party will join the movement,
while New Jersey’s surviving GOP
conclaves dwell as marginalized tribal
cabals, made up of exclusionary
circles, who have lost all understand-
ing of the basis of republican repre-
sentation.

Writing about his emergent national
personality in 2004, then Senator
Barack Obama foresaw that people
of all persuasions, -who found some-
thing hopeful and inspiring about his
message of unity, would project their
aspirant beliefs on to him, eventually
leaving some unhappy with his sub-
sequent actions, due to events forced
upon him, in the exigencies of the

moment. It should be noted, schooled
in traditional conservative precepts, I
can point to one passage after another
in his book, The Audacity of Hope,
and find cultural conservationist con-
ceptions and propositions that a
Communitarian can cling to fastly.
For now, I make no apologies for
voting for Barack Obama as Presi-
dent of the United States and for
Chris Christy as Governor of New
Jersey. While each has a distinctive
style for expressing his well known
equanimity, they share a common
sense pragmatism. To the same end, I
have no problem admonishing both
sides of the aisle for putting Boehner
or Pelosi in leadership positions, for
those two waste the nation’s time as
they go about doing little more than
publicly goading each other.

To understand my decision to call
myself a Communitarian, you must
try to understand my angst, having
been a Republican for too long. I am
unable to reason my way to forming
an affinity for either major party, due
to the ways they are constituted and
in their inability to effectively inter-
act with each other. The best meta-
phor to describe my situation is to
posit, -that I am standing on a rail-
road platform, looking for enough
passengers to charter our own train.
Make no mistake, Democrats have at
least tried to meet in the middle. And,
next week, this former Republican is
voting for the Democrat, Ed Potosnak,
over the Republican Lance, for strictly
teleological reasons. This young man
thinks systemically, and, if you cut
out all the acrimony, the federal
government’s dysfunctionality is
based on its inability to think sys-
temically. Let me draw a quick pic-
ture of what I mean. If you were to
ask Leonard and Ed to pick, which
two have the closest relationship: a
cow, a dog and a field of grass?
Leonard would pick the cow and dog,
on the grounds they are both classes
of animals, who live on a farm, and
class is the greatest denominator be-
tween animals, and people, too. But,
if you ask Ed the same question, he
will answer the cow and the grass,
because cows subsists on grass, and,
every animal and every person needs
to subsist.

Very Respectfully,

I. M. Sisyphus, Reply to
citizensisyphus@gmail.com

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

An Experiential Retreat from Stress 

Sunday, December 19 from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 14 from 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Open to the community

Wednesday, November 3 from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

This fall improve your mental & physical health!

Try out our free Wellness Classes and

experience the difference at the JCC.

1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains NJ

SPFHS Announces
Scholarship Honorees

HONOREES...Pictured left to right are Ben Parisi, Laura Bruce, William Shore
and Lauren C. Williams.

SCOTCH PLAINS – David Heisey,
principal of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, and Timothy Donahue,
supervisor of Counseling, announced
recently that Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School seniors Laura J. Bruce,
Benjamin R. Parisi and William E.
Shore, were named as Semifinalists
in the 56th annual National Merit
Scholarship Competition.

This designation identifies these
academically talented high-school
seniors as among the 16,000 highest-
scoring students nationwide on the
PSAT/NMSQT exam of critical-read-
ing, math and writing skills. These
students now have an opportunity to
continue in the competition for some
8,400 National Merit Scholarships,
worth more than $36 million, which

will be offered next spring.
To become a finalist, a semifinalist

must have an outstanding academic
record throughout high school, be en-
dorsed and recommended by the high-
school principal and earn an SAT score
that confirms the student’s earlier per-
formance on the qualifying test.

In addition, semifinalists and a high-
school official must submit a detailed
scholarship application, which includes
the student’s self-descriptive essay and
information about the semifinalist’s
participation and leadership in school
and community activities.

Merit Scholar designees are se-
lected on the basis of their skills,
accomplishments and potential for
success in rigorous college studies.

Separately, Dr. Heisey and Mr.
Donahue also announced recently that
senior Lauren Williams was named a
semifinalist in the National Achieve-
ment Scholarship Competition.

This scholastically talented student
now has an opportunity to continue in
the competition for approximately 800
scholarships worth more than $2.5
million to be awarded next spring.

The National Achievement Pro-
gram was initiated in 1964 to recog-
nize promising black students
throughout the nation. This academic
competition provides scholarships to
a substantial number of the most out-

standing participants.
More than 160,000 high-school

juniors from all parts of the United
States requested consideration in this
program when they took the 2009
PSAT/NMSQT test. This young stu-
dent is now among the highest scor-
ing students nationwide.

To advance to the finalist level in
addition to presenting a record of high
academic performance, recommenda-
tion by a school official, participation
in school and community activities,
the student must demonstrate leader-
ship abilities and education goals.

WHO’S THE BOSS…? Mount Saint Mary Academy in Watchung had its annual
Art Auction on October 16. The auction, sponsored by the Alumnae Association,
continues to offer a variety of pictures in several media and additional special
bidding opportunities. This year’s popular item was a signed guitar by Bruce
Springsteen, mounted with a picture of the Boss playing the guitar in concert.
Proceeds from the auction go to a partial scholarship for a daughter, granddaugh-
ter or niece of an alumna who otherwise could not attend the academy. From left
to right, above, are David Cuttler, Rebeca Trautner, chair of the Office of
Development, and Freda Cuttler.

Bridgeway Students Exhibit
Art at Freeholders Gallery

ELIZABETH – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will present an exhibition of
artworks called “Oil, Inkpot and
Graphite: A Celebration of Talent,”
by participants in the Bridgeway
Fine Art Instruction Program, at the
Freeholders Gallery, located on the
sixth floor of the Union County
Administration Building. The ex-
hibit is open to the public from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays through
November 12.

Bridgeway, a non-profit mental-
health-services agency located in
Elizabeth, assists central and north-
ern New Jersey adults experiencing
mental illness by providing them
with training and skills necessary
to live more independently and suc-
cessfully in the community. The
agency’s Creative Arts Unit pro-

vides opportunities for people to
experience various forms of artistic
expression.

The Fine Art Instruction Program
allows novice artists to explore their
creative abilities and more advanced
artists to increase their skills by
offering a series of weekly instruc-
tion sessions.

Bridgeway’s staff supports and
encourages individuals whose ar-
tistic inclinations lead them to pur-
sue creative endeavors. Artist-in-
structors teach drawing and paint-
ing and help students gain an un-
derstanding of the importance and
benefits of becoming involved in
the arts.

For further information about
Bridgeway and its programs, go to
bridgewayrehab.com and/or contact
Kathy Smith at (908) 355-7886. To
learn about exhibiting at the Free-
holders Gallery, contact the curator,
Teya David, at the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, by telephone at (908) 558-2550
or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


