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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Vote ‘Yes’ on Quest. 1
To Preserve UI Fund
The public question on this November’s

ballot protects businesses and employees
during these difficult economic times.
Public Question 1 will ensure that all
payroll taxes collected for the Unem-
ployment Fund and Disability Benefits
Fund are dedicated to their intended pur-
pose. From 1992-2007, an estimated $5.4
billion was raided from this account and
allocated to other balances. I support this
ballot question because I believe it will
prevent the future misappropriation of
these funds and provide security to those
who are temporarily collecting unem-
ployment benefits while looking for work.

For too long, the state has diverted
money from the UI fund, putting busi-
nesses and employees at risk. That prac-
tice will end when voters approve Public
Question 1.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
Westfield

Junior League Thanks Community
For Help with Touch-A-Truck

Republican Says Malool ‘Abandoned
Principles of SP Republican Party’

Ellen Dickson Offers Us Opportunity
To Finally Control County Spending

Thanks to All For
Putting Fanwood First

This past Sunday, October 24, was a
great day in Fanwood. Our first-ever
Fanwood Family Fun Run and 5k went
off under a clear, crisp fall morning. With
over 500 runners from Fanwood and many
surrounding communities, it showcased
the best of our borough and why we are
indeed a vibrant community. Under the
direction of Recreation Commissioner
Joe Valente and his committee, a flawless
race was run to the delight of so many.

All proceeds will go to our recreation
department to help underwrite our future
programs. To all the volunteers along the
race course, to the hard-working commit-
tee who planned for this for months, to
our corporate sponsors whose donations
were so critical and appreciated, to the
police and public works departments, and
Rescue Squad who were visible along the
route — everyone put Fanwood first, and
for that, as your mayor, I say thank you.

Colleen Mahr
Fanwood Mayor

Westfield Needs to Closely Monitor
Cost of Projects Like Tennis Courts

Bruce Paterson ‘Should be Ashamed
Of Lies He Has Been Spreading’

I was extremely disappointed to learn
of Mayor [Nancy] Malool abandoning
the principles of the Republican Party of
Scotch Plains and choosing to support
former Republican Dominick Bratti.

For years, the Republican Party of
Scotch Plains has worked together to
keep Scotch Plains thriving. This year,
the Republican Party chose not to support
Bratti, as it felt he was no longer the
candidate who Scotch Plains needed.

Bratti’s arrogant public persona, which
was appropriately admonished by a Scotch
Plains Times editorial, sealed this deci-
sion. The Scotch Plains GOP showed it
was not committed to the problem that

seems to plague Washington – support-
ing incumbents who have grown too com-
fortable with a job that is supposed to
serve the people.

Mayor Malool, however, has decided
that incumbents willing to rubber-stamp
her agenda are more important than real
change for Scotch Plains. I urge the resi-
dents of Scotch Plains to not be fooled by
the mayor’s ill-advised choice and to
support the Scotch Plains GOP, as they
continue to work to improve every aspect
of Scotch Plains.

Sean Gaynor
Scotch Plains

In the October 21 issue of The Leader,
after reading about the “dream” plan the
Union County Freeholders have for Oak
Ridge Park, which I can’t wait to see how
much it will end up costing us, I noticed
a small public notice published by the
town clerk. It was a notice of increase of
more than 20 percent on publicly bid
contracts. It was for the reconstruction of
the tennis courts at Westfield Memorial
Park. The new contract amount is
$220,190, an increase of $73,800.

Doing basic math, that makes the origi-
nal contract $146,390, which would make
the increase just over 50 percent. This is
a major increase, and while there may be
some increases due to unforeseen ob-
stacles, not one that should or would
cause the project costs to increase over 50

percent. It would also cause me to wonder
about this company’s ability to bid and
handle such a job. I also wonder if other
companies that placed a bid on this job
realized it was more involved and fac-
tored that amount into their bid. Does
anybody oversee this work, or is the con-
tract just awarded and they can tack on
whatever extra costs they want? Does the
town have any recourse, or are we just
stuck with the extra cost? I tried to look up
this company but couldn’t find a website.
In these economic times, I think maybe
these projects should be more closely
monitored.

Maryellen Sullivan
Westfield

We are very fortunate to be in a com-
munity that so strongly supports our ef-
forts to assist local families in crises
through volunteerism.

On behalf of the Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP), I would like
to extend my heartfelt appreciation and
thanks to the community for helping make
our fourth annual Touch-A-Truck
fundraiser such a success.

This event would not be possible with
the community volunteers, the generous
advertisers and sponsors, the companies
who graciously lent us their trucks for the
day and, of course, all of the wonderful
families who were in attendance. Besides
being a fun family event, the monies
raised at Touch-A-Truck help the JLEP
fund its community-service projects.

In supporting Touch-A-Truck, our
volunteers, donors, sponsors and attend-
ees are directly responsible for helping
the JLEP clothe underprivileged women
reentering the workforce, educate at-risk
children and their parents about the dan-
gers of childhood obesity and methods of
prevention, and provide the clients of a
local shelter with the tools needed to offer
affordable – but nutritious – meals for
their families.

We are very fortunate to be in a com-
munity that so strongly supports our ef-
forts to assist local families in crises
through volunteerism.

Caroline James Ellison
President, JLEP

You recently published a letter to the
editor from a fellow Garwood resident,
Bruce Paterson, who says he is a member
of “Stop Self-Serving Politics.” What is
ironic though is that it appears Mr. Pater-
son is out to serve no one but himself and
his own warped, long-winded agenda.

As residents of this fine borough for
many years and members of the Garwood
Senior Citizens Club, we ask Garwood
residents to not be fooled by this letter or
fliers you may have received attempting
to misrepresent a letter coming from
[Garwood] Mayor [Dennis] McCarthy.

These shameful tactics are nothing but
attempts by Mr. Paterson to insult Mayor
McCarthy’s character and reputation, and
– what’s most disturbing – drag Mayor
McCarthy’s family through the mud dur-
ing this election season.

Mr. Paterson will write and say any-
thing he wants with complete disregard
for our fellow residents. He is what is bad
about politics, and he should be ashamed
of the lies and false statements that he has
been spreading throughout town.

When Mr. Paterson first ran for elected
office several years ago, he joined the
Garwood Senior Citizens Club, but we
can’t recall seeing him until recently.
Where have you been, Mr. Paterson? If
you care so much about the borough and
its residents, especially its senior citi-
zens, why haven’t you been more in-

volved in an organization that you will-
ingly joined?

Furthermore, what has Mr. Paterson
done to make this borough a better place
for its citizens? Distributing fliers full of
attacks and using smear tactics to attempt
to discredit Mayor McCarthy and his
family after all of the time and energy
they dedicate to the borough and its citi-
zens is an absolute disgrace.

We do not think Mr. Paterson has
Garwood’s best interest in mind when he
could without hesitation or conscience
attack a longtime resident whose family
has selflessly given back to this town so
much throughout the years.

Not being a public official, Mr. Pater-
son does not have to tell the complete
truth. The only self-serving politics he
should stop is his own, as he has been
known to say that he would do anything
to get Mayor McCarthy out of office.
Apparently, Mr. Paterson has reached a
new personal low this election season.

When you go to the polls on November
2, the clear choice is to vote for Mayor
Dennis McCarthy and his team. There is
no question that Mayor McCarthy, [new-
comer Matthew] Allouf and [Council-
woman Kathleen] Villaggio have the best
interests of Garwood and its residents in
mind.

Fred and Rita Unnold
Garwood

As council president and council-
woman for the past five years, Ellen
Dickson has been a strong supporter of
fiscal integrity. Thanks to her strong po-
sition on reducing property taxes,
Summit’s city tax increases have been
reduced from 8.49 percent in 2006 to 2.45
percent in 2010, a 71 percent reduction.

During the same period of time, the
Chosen Freeholders of Union County
have allowed county taxes to spiral up-
ward from a 2.55-percent increase in 2006
to a 6.61-percent increase this year, a
five-year increase of 159 percent. Our
freeholders don’t seem to care about the
property taxes you pay, only what they
can spend on themselves and their pet
projects.

As a former CEO of several compa-
nies, including Adidas USA Inc, I have
been associated with profit and loss and
financial controls across the board. As a
Naval Academy graduate, a Marine of-
ficer and a Harvard Business School
graduate, I have evaluated financial and
personal competences at many levels.
Ellen Dickson is right there with the most
competent.

She has been at the forefront of reduc-

ing entitlements and expenses, which have
cost our taxpayers significantly in a seri-
ous economic downward spiral in in-
come and net worth. As a former bank
executive, she will provide the same level
of fiscal awareness and austerity to Union
County as she has done for Summit and
others.

Union County has been represented by
the same interest groups for over 20 years,
with negligible control over spending.
Ellen Dickson offers us the opportunity
to finally control spending in these diffi-
cult times. It is with a great deal of per-
sonal enthusiasm that I support the elec-
tion of Ellen Dickson as a Chosen Free-
holder of Union County.

Rich Madden,
Deputy Mayor,

Summit Common Council

Letters to the Editor

Don’Don’Don’Don’Don’t Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Past

Souls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy Halloween
Although not sanctioned by any government cal-

endar, Halloween is a favorite holiday – colorful and
festive. Kids dress up as witches, skeletons and
ghosts, knocking on doors for treats – lest tricks and
haunts follow. It’s a rite of fall, but strange in that all
the fun seems based on the darkside – death, goblins,
haunted houses and horror.

Is it a hedonistic legacy or important sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins, spread
fake cobwebs to instill fright, decorate halls with
phony human bones, pipe eerie music into our homes,
dress in monstrous costumes and hope to fly off into
the night on broomsticks like evil witches? It in-
spires us to party, to mask what we are and to honor
the strange – hoping to win a prize, but based on

what? Maybe it was the Celts, centuries ago, who
created this practice before beliefs existed, as we
now like to think of our sophisticated selves.

Is it because we’re not so sure of our beliefs today,
that we gleefully pay homage to these rites of our
roots? Do we refuse to laugh at the supposed igno-
rance of peoples long ago, those without science, we
say – those mired in fright and superstition and
darkness as night each year extends over day; as
winter winds howl during the fading fall. Are the
sounds they heard, calls from spirits; lonely souls
close at hand only during this time of year? Things
we seldom listen for today – are they still there?

Ancient cultures divided their calendars accord-
ing to the seasons of the year, heavily influenced by

cycles of weather with pastoral
markings taken from the heavens.
Astronomy provided the accepted
wisdom of their time. We may scoff
today and challenge these supersti-
tions. But, is it buried in the DNA of
our souls? How can one tell in look-
ing at the moon tonight or tomor-
row night? Was that a bat or witch
flickering by? Is there more to the
wind? Does it carry the moans of
our forefathers’ spirits?

For those who mock, we say spend
Halloween night at Gallows Hill
Road by Fairview Cemetery, and
your opinions may change. For oth-
ers, we say, play it safe; don’t scorn
the magic of souls past. Put on your
masks, don costumes, light jack-o-
lanterns and party.

Happy Halloween!

Vote November 2, 2010

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Mazama – The Rocky Mountain

goat
2. Stercoraceous – Having the nature

of feces
3. Jacare – A Brazilian alligator
4. Arctation – Contraction of a natural

opening

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ECHINODERMATOUS
1. Having the characteristics of spines
2. Covered with warts or moles
3. Ossified; bony
4. Leathery or toughened outer surface

VARAN
1. A Spanish, Portuguese and Latin

American unit of linear measure
2. The monitor lizard
3. A small pit or dent in the skin
4. A scar

IRIDEREMIA
1. Total absence of sunlight
2. Absence of pigment in the skin
3. Partial or total adsence of the iris
4. Discontent

TROIKA
1. An astringent or repellent
2. A short, thick stick of wood used as

a weapon
3. A hut built on stilts by the Tartars
4. A carriage drawn by three horses

abreast

Scotch Plains Tea
Partier Writes About
Phony Media Charges
Recently, the media and pundits – and

last month, President Obama himself –
suggested that if “Tea Partiers” were run-
ning the government, military benefits
would be cut. This is outrageous and
similar to the immediate reaction any
politico (federal, state or county) has to
budget cuts – “We will have to cut our
most popular program!” It’s all phony, of
course, designed solely to get uninformed
voters worried and all worked up.

Anyone who is paying even the small-
est bit of attention to the Tea Party move-
ment knows that one of its guiding prin-
ciples is that the federal government ought
to handle only the jobs given to it in the
Constitution. Providing for an army and
navy certainly are among those, and pro-
viding to pay, in one way or another,
soldiers and sailors obviously goes along
with that. So claiming that the Tea Party
wants to cut the military, whether in terms
of weapons, salaries or benefits, is ab-
surd.

If the federal government was run ac-
cording to Tea Party principles, it would
be limited to providing the military, the
post office, the patent and trademark of-
fice, coining money and preventing coun-
terfeiting, regulating weights and mea-
sures, establishing federal and bankruptcy
courts, punishing pirates, declaring war,
and administering customs and immigra-
tion, as well as the District of Columbia.
That’s about it.

Think how much less it would spend!
Everything else would be handled by the
states. It would take some work to actu-
ally accomplish moving programs over
to the states and such, but the closer to
home the government is the more likely it
is that it would actually operate the way
we all want.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Residents Should Get Out to Vote
And Change the Freeholder Board

It would appear that the Union County
Freeholders hired the same architect to
design a second structure at the county
complex on North Avenue, resulting in
another hideous-looking building; ap-
parently, the architect went to the all-
ugly school of architecture. This of
course is just a matter of taste. What is

more important is the way the freehold-
ers are spending our tax dollars, con-
certs in the park and a new ice skating
rink while many of the county roads are
in terrible condition.

If the residents of Union County do not
get out and vote for changes at the Board
of Freeholders, then they deserve what
they have – the second highest property
taxes in the country.

David J O’Connor
Westfield

Smith Says Sullivan
Needs Geog. Lesson

Regarding the new skating facility at
Oak Ridge, [Union County Freeholder]
Dan Sullivan needs a geography lesson.

Your front-page article states that “...we
were going to create a new facility in
Clark...which would be more centrally
located, and hopefully more people would
be able to attend events...”

Right. More people from Middlesex
County, right across the street from Oak
Ridge Park.

Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Follow-up from Asw. Stender
If approved, this amendment (Public

Question #1 on the November 2 ballot)
will put a lock box on the funds collected
from employees for their benefits. Spe-
cifically, it would ban state raids of the
Unemployment Insurance Fund, the Tem-
porary Disability Fund and the Paid Fam-
ily Leave Fund. For many years, employ-
ees paid into their benefit funds only to
have the accounts raided by both Repub-
lican and Democratic administrations.

It’s long past time that we put a stop to
this, and I’m confident voters will agree
that the road to fiscal sanity includes the
end of robbing Peter to pay Paul.

Asw. Linda Stender
Fanwood

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
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E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help


