
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 28, 2010 Page 3

SAVE A BUNDLE!

Low rates, cash rebates  
and discounts. 

That’s Aspire FCU.

Apply online now at www.aspirefcu.org  
or call 888-322-3732 option 2.

Federally insured by NCUA

1-Cash rebate deposited into member’s share account after the loan is closed. APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Rate is current as of 05/24/2010 and 
reflects all possible discounts, including AutoPay. Rate is based on applicant’s creditworthiness and may vary from that shown above. Floor rate is 3.99% APR. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Offer excludes all loans already financed at the Aspire Federal Credit Union. Employees, Board of Directors, and their families do not qualify for the cash rebate. Offer expires October 31, 2010.

Gregory T Simpson 

MBA , MS , CLTC 

Financial Representative

(908) 918 - 4075 

nmfn.com/gregsimpson

Security for Your 

Family

05-2644 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (Northwestern Mutual). Gregory T Simpson is an Insurance Agent of Northwestern 
Mutual (life and disability insurance, annuities) and a Registered Representative of Northwestern Mutual Investment Services, LLC (securities), a subsidiary 
of Northwestern Mutual, broker-dealer and member FINRA and SIPC. Third party ratings are subject to change. 

Life insurance from Northwestern Mutual
provides financial protection for your family
from a company consistently receiving the
best possible insurance financial strength
ratings from A.M. Best (A++, 3/2010) and
Fitch Ratings (AAA, 5/2010). The cash
value of the policy can be used to help pay
for college, to supplement your income or
for emergencies. And you’ll always know
that your family is secure.

Commercials to Spotlight
Rt. 22, Downtown Businesses
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC) is
moving ahead with producing its first
cable television commercials spotlight-
ing the Route 22 and downtown busi-
ness districts as a way of both retaining
existing businesses and attracting new
ones.

After SPMC’s board meeting last
Wednesday, David Biagini, president
of FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s
manager, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that Comcast will pro-
duce and air 30-second advertisements
to run initially on Comcast only.

“If it goes well,” Mr. Biagini said,
the ads would air on Verizon FIOS. The
commercials will air on three primary
cable television business networks,
CNBC, MSNBC and Fox.

Mr. Biagini said the initial round of
ads would be seen by about 150,000
Comcast viewers in Union County as
well as parts of Middlesex and Hudson
Counties. He said he is sending infor-
mation to SPMC members — both

property and business owners — seek-
ing their participation.

“We want to showcase what we
have,” he told The Times. He added that
SPMC would be working and coordi-
nating efforts with local realtors as
attempts to fill retail vacancies advance.

In other business, the SPMC’s pledge
of $500 towards repair of the lights
inside the fountain at Alan Augustine
Village Green has been withdrawn be-
cause the fountain, which was expected
to be lit for the holiday season, is in-
stead being covered over and shut down
due to a malfunctioning water pump.
In related news, SPMC will donate
$500 to the township’s annual holiday
celebration on Sunday, December 5, to
sponsor the ice sculpture exhibition on
the Village Green.

The next edition of Simply Scotch
Plains, the SPMC’s quarterly newspa-
per, is expected to be mailed out in
early December, Mr. Biagini said. The
maiden issue was distributed in August
and, according to Mr. Biagini, was met
with a positive reaction by residents
and businesses.

Officials Past and Present
Salute Retiring Clerk Riepe

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In July 1957,
Dwight Eisenhower had just begun his
second term in the White House, the
Giants, Dodgers and Yankees were all
playing baseball in New York, the Sovi-
ets were a few months from launching
Sputnik, and a freshly-graduated 18-year-
old began work for the township govern-
ment.

Barbara Riepe arrived in the summer
of 1957 — and never left. But after more
than 53 years, the last 23 as township
clerk, she plans to work her last election
day on November 2 and then wind down
a long tenure that has spanned a few
dozen mayors and seen her process count-
less marriage and dog licenses, take at-
tendance at hundreds of township council
meetings and tally up the votes for School
Board Elections in April, Primary Elec-
tions in June and General Elections in
November.

Mrs. Riepe announced last month that
she planned to retire on November 1, but
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
this week that, first, she will formally tote
up Scotch Plains’ votes for township coun-
cil, county office-holders and U.S. Con-
gress next month and then assist with the
transition to her successor for several
weeks. Township manager Chris Marion
is currently considering candidates, but
has not yet announced a replacement.

A portion of the wall in the township
clerk’s office features dozens of photo-
graphs of residents, their children and,
perhaps most importantly to Mrs. Riepe,
their pets. And that’s what Mrs. Riepe
says she’ll miss the most: “the children
who came in with their parents to get dog
licenses. I loved all the kids,” she said,
especially the costumed kind who stopped
by every Halloween.

Mrs. Riepe said she began work under
then-clerk Helen Reidy in the summer of
1957 after hearing about a job opening
from a friend. At the time, the municipal
building was in the center of the block
between East Second Street and Front
Street, and a large Victorian-style home
owned by the Muir family stood where
the present-day municipal building and
the Alan Augustine Village Green are
now located. A grocery store was located
next to John’s Meat Market at the corner
of Bartle Avenue and Park Avenue, which
was then a two-lane roadway.

“It was one happy family,” Mrs. Riepe
remembered of those early years. Back in
January 2008, speaking to The Times on

the occasion of Miss Reidy’s death, Mrs.
Riepe recalled Miss Reidy shouting re-
quests or questions out an open window
across to another municipal office.

The one thing that has changed since
she succeeded Miss Reidy in December
1987 has been the workload, which Mrs.
Riepe said has “gotten more impossible,”
especially with the reduced workforce in
her office as well as new regulations such
as the state’s Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) that require the clerk’s office to
fulfill numerous requests for documents
from the public.

Noting Mrs. Riepe’s 53 years of ser-
vice, Mayor Nancy Malool told The Times
it was “unheard of that anyone is that
loyal anymore to their employer.” She
called the retiring clerk “one of the sweet-
est women I know,” saying Mrs. Riepe
was “always there to listen to people and
was always helpful” to residents picking
up dog licenses or marriage certificates
or death certificates. “She will definitely
be missed.”

Former township manager Thomas
Atkins, who worked with Mr. Riepe for
28 years before his retirement two years
ago, said she “loves Scotch Plains, and
people in general,” and noted her “par-
ticular affection for children, older people
that are alone, and animals, especially
dogs and cats.” Mr. Atkins called Mrs.
Riepe “dedicated, diligent, and very con-
scientious.” He estimated for The Times
that in her 53 years in the clerk’s office,
Mrs. Riepe had “reviewed roughly 1,000
to 1,200 sets of council meeting minutes,
and as registrar of vital statistics, she
processed thousands of birth and death
certificates, and one of her very favorite
things, marriage licenses.” Mr. Atkins
added that, “Barbara was kind and fair to
all and gave everyone courtesy and re-
spect.”

Township zoning officer Robert
LaCosta, who has worked with Mrs. Riepe
for 33 years, called her “a great asset to
the town and the community.” He told
The Times that she was a “team player”
and a “wealth of information for the town.”

Vallorie Grausso, who has worked in
the clerk’s office with Mrs. Riepe for
more than 20 years, called Mrs. Riepe
“not only a dedicated township clerk, but
through the years, she also became a good
friend.” She told The Times she will “miss
working and interacting with her on a
daily basis.”

Former mayor Martin Marks, who was
a councilman for three years before serv-
ing as mayor for nine years, told The
Times that “during my time in Scotch
Plains government, which is actually only
a relatively brief moment in Barbara
Riepe’s career, I saw her as an extraordi-
narily competent municipal employee.
More than this, I have I have come to
know her as a caring, compassionate
woman and omeone who is now a trusted
friend.”

LEONARD LANCE: Republican, Incumbent
Congress 7th District: 2 years: Leonard.lance@mail.house.gov

ED POTOSNAK: Democrat, Challenger
Congress 7th District: 2 years: 2 years: info@edpotosnak.com

Candidate Biography: http://lance.house.gov. Con-
gressman Leonard Lance was elected to the United
States House of Representatives in November 2008
to New Jersey's Seventh Congressional District. Con-
gressman Lance serves on the House Financial Com-
mittee. He was born and raised in Hunterdon County
where he attended public schools and holds a
bachelor’s degree from Lehigh University, Phi Beta
Kappa; a law degree from Vanderbilt University; and
a master's degree from Princeton University. He was
assistant counsel for county and municipal matters to
Governor Thomas H. Kean from 1983 to 1990.
Leonard is married to Heidi A. Rohrbach.

Statement: I believe in conservative fiscal prin-
ciples of lower taxes and less government spending
and that individuals are better off when government
is making fewer rather than more decisions for them.
Congress is broken and the Democratic majorities in

Washington have deliberately engaged in gridlock. We need to bring about fundamen-
tal change by building on the core Republican principles of fiscal responsibility and
ethical integrity.  I favor common-sense health care reforms and, thus, oppose the
Pelosi health care bill because it raises individual and business taxes, reduces funding
for Medicare, and costs over $1.055 trillion. I oppose  tax increases and will work to
repeal the death tax permanently and to eliminate the Alternative Minimum Tax.  I also
favor a balanced budget amendment and will fight to stop Congress from raiding Social
Security and Medicare funds.

Candidate Biography and statement:
www.edpotosnak.com. Ed Potosnak is a science
teacher and small business owner who will bring real
world experience to Congress to help America get its
edge back. He was born and raised in New Jersey and
grew up working at his family's small business, which
manufactured affordable batteries for communica-
tion devices used by law enforcement. He put himself
through Rutgers University, earning a bachelor's de-
gree in chemistry and a master's degree in education.
As a student at Rutgers, her was extremely active in
campus life. He served as president of the Rutgers
University Glee Club, and conducted independent
research in organic chemistry, all while working on
and off campus to help pay for college expenses.

 After receiving his master’s degree, Ed taught
high school chemistry at Bridgewater-Raritan Re-
gional High School and served as an adjunct profes-

sor at Rutgers University. He was active in the school community as director of the high
school’s musical, science advisor, and took the lead in assisting faculty to leverage
technology to provide a more interactive and effective experience for students. He
partnered with local scientific, biotechnology, and technology companies to bridge the
gap between classroom curriculum and the skills needed in industry to solve real world
challenges. Looking to inspire students to achieve in science, he established advanced
courses in organic chemistry and biochemistry at Bridgewater-Raritan. He brought his
entrepreneurial spirit to the school where he procured grants totaling over $93,000 in
support of separate projects to develop a program in which high school students teach
science lessons to intermediate school students; fund high school students' independent
study research projects; support SCORE, a mentoring program which matches students
to research advisors in local industry; and modernize education technology across the
school district.

He also established need-based scholarships to allow students from low-income
families to participate school in extra-curricular activities. To supplement his teaching
income and defray the costs of student loans, hestarted a small business doing home
repairs, taking advantage of his business skills and construction talents. In 2007, he was
selected for the highly competitive Albert Einstein Distinguished Educator Fellow-
ship, bringing him to Washington, D.C. to use his classroom experience to advise
members of Congress on education policy. He received the Einstein fellowship twice,
working in the D.C. office of Congressman Michael M. Honda. While in Washington,
Ed recognized that too many members of Congress were career politicians who are
more concerned with protecting their own jobs than with saving or creating jobs in the
communities they represented. He was inspired to run and use his real world working
experience as a teacher, scientist, and small business owner to help the communities
in New Jersey’s seventh district get our edge back.

Vote November 2, 2010

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings exist for report-

ers to cover town and BOE meetings.
We seek  community-minded writers
with professional demeanor.

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader/Times


