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Lijoi Says Sheriff’s Office
Needs A ‘Fresh Look’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The position of Union
County sheriff does not require a
candidate to have a law enforcement
background. In fact, Peter Ljoi, the
Republican candidate for sheriff, said
the sheriff is largely an administra-
tive position.

An attorney for 29 years, Mr. Lijoi
said he has managed projects with
budgets of between $300 million and
$1 billion. He completed graduate
studies work in urban planning and
also clerked in the United States
Attorney’s Office for the District of
Southern, N.Y. He also speaks fluent
Portuguese.

Mr. Lijoi, who previously ran for
sheriff in 2004 and 2007, said his top
objective, if elected, would be to im-
prove shared services with munici-
palities, “so we can support the pa-
trolmen on the streets in the commu-
nities.”

Speaking on the sheriff’s budget,
Mr. Lijoi said the sheriff’s depart-
ment has 214 employees with sala-
ries totaling $15.5 million. In addi-
tion, the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office has 252 workers with a salary
budget of $19 million; the county jail
employs 345 employees with sala-
ries of $23.7 million. In addition, the
public safety department, which en-
compasses the county police depart-
ment, Hazmat, emergency manage-
ment and medical examiner, has 170
employees with salaries totaling $9.4
million.

“[That] comes to approximately
$67.7 million for 980 employees,”
Mr. Lijoi said. “Because of this high
level of staffing and high level of
taxation, our local municipalities are
being forced to cut their police de-
partments.”

With that in mind, Mr. Lijoi said he
would want to sit down with Lieuten-
ant Governor Kim Guadagno, the
former Monmouth County sheriff, “to
try and establish something statewide
to make sure our citizens are not being
put at risk (with less police on the
streets) for all these budget cuts (at the
municipal level),” Mr. Lijoi said.

Mr. Lijoi said he would “look to
put law enforcement professionals”
into the three undersheriff positions,
calling current undersheriffs Joseph
Cryan, a state assemblyman;  Gerald
Green, Jr., the son of a state assem-
blyman, and Vincent DeTrolio, “po-
litical appointees.” Mr. Lijoi said he
believes “the real management” in
the sheriff’s office is likely occurring
at the level below the undersheriff.

A member of the Union County
Board of Taxation for the past 10
years, Mr. Lijoi warns that foreclo-
sures, short sales and declining prop-
erty values on the eastern end of
county will continue to drop, thus
reducing the county’s tax revenue
stream.

“We are going to be forced to [re-
duce the size of] government. Gov-
ernment is going to get smaller,” Mr.

Lijoi said. “So we are going to need
to find ways to do that in the public
safety area without jeopardizing the
health and welfare of our citizens.”

The candidate said he would re-
view “what the best practices are
nationally for a sheriff’s operation in
2010, and start moving in that direc-
tion.” Mr. Lijoi said his first objective
would be to support the local police
departments. With this in mind, he
plans to establish office hours in each
of the county’s municipalities to “start
a regular dialogue with the local en-
forcement community itself to see
what the needs are and how we can
help get through this (budget) crisis.”

Mr. Lijoi said the murder of Abelino
Mazariego-Torres, 47, in Summit by
a group of teens this past summer was
related to gangs and drugs, noting the
sheriff’s office has units for gang
suppression and narcotics.

“So, as far as I am concerned, the
county is failing with all this money
and all [its] resources. And because
of their high level of taxation. they
leave the local municipalities…with
the inability to raise sufficient taxes
to properly staff their police forces,”
Mr. Lijoi said, a reference to Summit,
which opted not to fill the positions
of two retiring police officers.

Eying the sheriff’s department, he
said the department employs 10 park-
ing attendants earning between
$36,000 and $46,000. “Why does the
sheriff  need parking attendants when
we don’t have enough money to pay
officers on the street?” Mr. Lijoi
asked.

He said the department also oper-
ates a 10-member emergency re-
sponse team for medical calls at the
county courthouse in Elizabeth.
“Doesn’t Elizabeth have a rescue
squad?” he questioned. “So what they
[freeholders and sheriff] continue to
do is use county-wide taxation to
prop up the communities that vote
them back into office over and over
again.”

“Union County needs a fresh look
at every level of county govern-
ment, and we suffer from one-party
rule,” Mr. Lijoi said. “From my per-
spective, not only [should] the Re-
publicans and Independents vote for
the [GOP] ticket, but also the disen-
franchised Democrats that have been
left at the table too many years in
towns like Hillside and Linden and
Roselle.”

“My view here is not really look-
ing backward, it’s really to look for-
ward to move Union County forward
with a model that reflects a changing
world,” he concluded.

Mr. Lijoi will face Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, a Democrat, who has held
the office since 1978. (A story on
Sheriff Froehlich appeared on page 3
of the October 7 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and is available at
goleader.com.)

Mayor Malool Endorses
Dominick Bratti for Council

SUPPORTING MR. BRATTI...Scotch Plains Mayor Malool has endorsed the
candidacy of Independent candidate Dominick Bratti for township council.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool has endorsed
Deputy Mayor Dominick Bratti in his bid
for re-election to the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council.

“We need him back on the council next
year,” Mayor Malool said during an open
house attended by more than 50 residents
on Saturday, October 16. Republicans,
Democrats and Independents attended
the open house, which was not a
fundraiser. Rather, it served as a casual
forum for people to speak about impor-
tant township issues.

Mayor Malool said Mr. Bratti “consid-
ers all aspects of issues before voting and
acts in the best interest of the township,
regardless of how party bosses lean.” Mr.

Bratti, who joined the council in 2009, is
running as an Independent.

“I appreciate the mayor’s support,”
Mr. Bratti said. “Together, we have
worked on non-partisan reforms that have
resulted in reducing the township’s ex-
penses, which in turn, has allowed us to
gain some control over the budget and
taxes. I look forward to continuing that
kind of work so all residents, regardless
of party affiliation, can not only afford to
live here but can be proud to call Scotch
Plains home.”

GOP Eyes Taxes As Key
Issue In Garwood Election

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Patricia
Quattrocchi, Victor DeFilippo and
James Mathieu, candidates for
Garwood mayor and borough coun-
cil, are looking for the GOP to take
a 4-3 majority come January.

Mrs. Quattrocchi, a former coun-
cilwoman who ran several times for
freeholder, spent 14 years as an of-
fice and research manager for an
executive search firm in Clark. Mr.
DeFilippo is a former councilman
and two-term school board member
and former inspector with the New-
ark Department of Engineering.

Mr. Mathieu, is a financial advi-
sor with Wells Fargo, LLC in Short
Hills and former Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority (MTA) em-
ployee.

The main issue for the GOP is
rising property taxes. They say mu-
nicipal taxes in the borough have
gone from $3.5 million in 2003 to
$5.2 million in 2009.

“One of our biggest costs is our
health benefits to our employees,”
Mrs. Quattrocchi said, noting some
employees’ receive health benefits
of $14,000 per year. The town em-
ploys 25 workers.

“We spend more on health care for
our employees than we do for roads,”
Mr. Mathieu added.

But Mr. DeFilippo said the county
portion of taxes is what is hurting
the borough even more. “Towns have
got to stand up to the county; they
are killing us” with their share of
residential tax bills. “When you are
going to get nailed for $230,000
(increase) every year in the county
tax. Are they crazy?” He said county
taxes have jumped 84 percent in the
borough since 2000.

“We (Republican suburban towns)
are the ATM machines for their
(county) projects,” Mr. Mathieu
added.

When asked how a Quattrocchi
administration would be different
from what has occurred under the
leadership of her opponent, Mayor
Dennis McCarthy, she said she has a
stronger personality.

“I want the residents to know what
is going on in their municipality. I
want to here from them,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. “I am not afraid to
stand up and voice my opinion and
ask questions. I want the residents to
do that and I want the residents to
have their questions answered.”

Mr. Mathieu said the Democrat-
controlled council “gave discretion-
ary raises (of 3.9 percent) to non-
union employees at the same time,
they raise taxes and cut bulk pickup
in our town.”

He said regardless if the State
Legislature passes reforms, re-
ferred to Governor Chris Christie’s
“Tool Kit,” such as arbitration for
collective bargaining, “the Demo-
crats (on council) will not go ahead
and disturb the status quo” by re-

ducing taxes. We at least will be
willing to look at it (the tool kit).”

Eying the new 2-percent cap on
tax levies, Mr. Mathieu said, “Caps
are a failure of civics…. It’s a way of
saying ‘we can’t control ourselves,
please pass a law to control us,’” Mr.
Mathieu said. “I’ll take a cap as
opposed to no cap at all in this envi-
ronment, but this is basically a fail-
ure of legislative will,” Mr. Mathieu
said.

When asked about whether
Garwood could avoid being merged
with another community in the fu-
ture, Mr. Mathieu said if Garwood
were to become part of Cranford and
Westfield “I think it would be a dif-
ferent story,” as taxes are higher in
those communities.

“The State Legislature can’t actu-
ally force us to do that (merge).
There’s got to be studies done. You
have to make a request to do a study,”
Mrs. Quattrocchi said.

She said if Garwood joins another
town all properties would go through
a revaluation process. “What [resi-
dents] don’t understand is that they
are going to be paying a whole lot
more than they are now for their
municipal property taxes,” she said.
“And their services aren’t going to
improve.”

“We actually have an opportunity
to maintain and actually lower the
(municipal) taxes that we have,” Mr.
Mathieu added. The borough shares
its building inspections department
with Cranford and its health depart-
ment with Westfield, while Garwood
high schoolers attend Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark.

On another matter, Mr. DeFilippo
said the state’s library formula hurts
small towns like Garwood in requir-
ing additional municipal funding.
“They (the library) don’t even need
it. It functions well,” he said, noting
that the borough does a good job of
maintaining its library.

The GOP candidates also criti-
cized the Democrats for all the money
spent on the athletic field complex
project, initiated in 2000 under
Mayor McCarthy and currently
stalled due to ground contamination
issues.

“We would like to either get it
done or cancel it,” Mr. Mathieu said.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said she would
like to look at the field of the now
closed Washington School as a place
to construct a multi-purpose field
for field hockey and soccer along
with improving existing baseball dia-
monds.

Looking to the November 2 elec-
tion, Mr. Mathieu said borough vot-
ers supported Republicans John
McCain for President and Chris
Christie for Governor in recent years.
“Garwood tends to be a very conser-
vative Democrat town,” he said.

Mr. DeFilippo said the entire GOP
slates needs to be elected to take a 4-
3 mayor and council majority, “if we
are going to enact any change.”

SP Mayor’s Gala
2010 Honorees

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch Plains
Mayor’s Gala Committee announced its
Volunteer awards for 2010. The honor-
ees for this year are as follows:

Female Volunteer Lisa Mohn: As the
proprietor of Apple Blossom Flower
Shop, Ms. Mohn has dedicated her time
to numerous events and causes through-
out Scotch Plains. She can be seen at
everything, from coordinating the annual
Holiday Celebration to her roles on the
Rotary club and Scotch Plains Business
Association.

Male Volunteer Michael Walch: Mr.
Walch has been a mainstay in the com-
munity for many years. His involvement
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer
Association has been constant for 30 years
in a variety of different capacities. Addi-
tionally, he has served as treasurer and
president of the Resolve Community
Counseling Center.

Volunteer Organization Boy/Girl
Scouts: Both of these scouting organiza-
tions contribute a great deal to the way of
life in Scotch Plains. Both the Boy and
Girl Scout organizations help build the
leadership qualities in the youth of Scotch
Plains. Both of these organizations teach
their members the various life skills they
acquire through community-based
projects.

Additionally, the Girl Scouts of
America is in the midst of celebrating its
100th year of service.

The gala is a non-partisan event that
serves to gather all segments of the com-
munity for an evening full of dining,
dancing and a silent auction. Proceeds
from the event support the Municipal
Alliance Committee and other local non-
profit organizations. Tickets will go on
sale by the end of October.

For information about tickets, the
Mayor’s Gala or how to donate a gift,
contact the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department at (908) 322-6700, exten-
sion 1221.

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Ristorante

Taormi
na
Italiano

482 Kenilworth Boulevard  Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Phone: (908) 497-1717 • www.taorminaristorante.com

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Joe knows...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

How to make the best

out of a bad situation.

·Free pickup and delivery

·At home estimating service
(no need to run around and get estimates)

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY
Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors since 1984

NJ license # ABR03373A

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

Rotarians Seeks Funds
To Aid Flood Victims

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary is pairing with
ShelterBox USA, an international disas-
ter relief organization, to raise funds to
provide fully equipped tents to be air
dropped to flood victims in Pakistan.

Pat Plante, coordinating the effort lo-
cally, told The Westfield Leader amd Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the effort got
underway during the national day of ser-
vice events in January, when the club raised
more than $15,000 to assist victims of the
Haiti earthquake early this year.

ShelterBox tents were on display at the
recent Fannie Wood and Scotch Plains
Day events, and a look inside showed
they provided shelter for up to 10 people
along with supplies such as blankets, a
cooking stove and utensils, water purifi-
cation equipment, waterproof ponchos,
hand tools and a pack containing activi-
ties for children. The tent and its supplies
are packed into a green box that is sealed,
airlifted and dropped into affected areas.

The cost of each fully equipped box is
$1,000. “It’s helped a lot of people in
really tough times,” Mrs. Plante said.
And, she added, “The community has
been really supportive.” Locally, a num-
ber of organizations and schools — in-
cluding Brunner Elementary School, Wil-
low grove Church, the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA and the Jewish Commu-
nity Center — have been involved in
raising money through various activities,
with $2,000 raised at Brunner, she said.

Donations can be made via the Rotary
Club’s website at fsprotary.org or at
ShelterBox USA’s website at
shelterboxusa.org. goleader.com


