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  RE-ELECT INDEPENDENT DOMINICK BRATTI
                              
                                     A new kind of politican for a better Scotch Plains

FOR SCOTCH PLAINS TOWN COUNCIL

"Dominick has been an 
independent voice, and has 
always acted in the best interests 
of the residents of Scotch 
Plains. We need him back on 
the Council next year."
 
★ Scotch Plains Mayor
  Nancy Malool
 

"We are supporting Dominick 
Bratti for Town Council 
because... he is a person who 
can be trusted to make the hard 
decisions facing the township."
 
★ Union County Republican 
 Committeemen and 
 Union County America 
 Now Founders, 
 Frank Festa and Al Smith

www.brattiforscotchplains.com

Scotch Plains Township Council — 
Vote Box 7C November 2nd

Paid for by Bratti for Scotch Plains

Experience, Integrity, Commitment:
Whether it’s preserving our quality of life, maintaining fiscal 
responsibility, or ensuring open and honest government, 
Dominick Bratti is there for you.

“Your vote on November 2nd will allow me to continue to lead us towards:

 ★ fiscally responsible budgets that minimize the tax burden;

★ a lasting revitalization of our downtown;

  ★ cost savings through additional shared services with other 
  municipalities; and

★ supporting Governor Christie’s reform agenda.”

owards:

brattiforscotchplain

Out of control Property Taxes - Up
79% in 10 years!

Staggering new sewer tax

Reduction in services

Multi-million dollar no-bid contracts

Inaction on Shared Services

GGlloovveerr LLeeSSttrraannggee && MMaarrccuuss
For Scotch Plains Council

VOTE DEMOCRATS
FOR

SSCCOOTTCCHH PPLLAAIINNSSNNOOVV.. 22nndd

� Cut Spending
Scotch Plains families are tightening their

belts to make ends meet. It’s time local

government did the same.

� End No-Bid Contracts
Taxpayers should never wonder if they’re

getting the most for their money. We’ll

end the doubt, and launch an immediate

review of all finances in Scotch Plains.

� Make Scotch Plains
Affordable

Stop the blame game, and start bringing

reforms to make Scotch Plains affordable.

Paid for by Scotch Plains Victory 2010. 24 Copperfield Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Your Neighbors,
Ready to Serve

The last 10 years under

Republicans brought us:

get its paws into a project that begins in
Bergen County and ends in New York
County astounds me,” Mr. Flanagan
said, comparing it to Union County
“building a bridge in North Dakota or
raising tariffs on Chinese dog food.”

The rest of the debate mainly fo-
cused on ways each of the candidates
could reduce property taxes by cutting
spending if they were to get elected into
office. Ideas that were discussed ranged
from the elimination of the county gov-
ernment entirely, implementing more
shared services, tax-cut programs and
the implementation of a countywide
EMS service.

“The bottom line is,” Mr. Flanagan
stated, “we need adults in the room:
people who can say ‘no, it would be
nice for you to have that, but you
can’t.’ It’s time to say ‘no!’”
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Freeholders Forum
“I really hope you’re all intelligent

enough to hear past [Daniel Sullivan’s]
inflammatory propaganda against us,”
Ms. Medved told the audience.

At the start of the forum, candidates
for sheriff and county clerk gave state-
ments. Ralph Froehlich, a Democrat
from Union, is seeking re-election into
his 12th term against Republican Pe-
ter Lijoi, an attorney from Summit
who serves as president of the county’s
board of taxation. Mr. Lijoi has prac-
ticed law for over 29 years and has
worked in the U.S. Attorney’s office in
the southern district of New York.

In race for county clerk, Republi-
can Arthur Zapolski, a maritime law
attorney from Linden who ran for
county surrogate last year, is oppos-
ing Democratic incumbent Joanne
Rajoppi of Union.

truth” at a previous meeting. She
claimed that someone told her that
Mr. Ciarrocca is a “liar” and that his
son does not cross Central Avenue to
go to school. She also said that the
mayor and council have been receiv-

Westfield” brochure, which outlines
upcoming holiday events in and
around the downtown. These pam-
phlets will be handed out at DWC
events and will be available at area
retailers come Thanksgiving.

Economic conditions in the down-
town appear to be favorable. The re-
cently vacated shop Couture Ex-
change of 33 Elm Street has been
replaced by The Dressing Room, a
retailer of woman’s clothing. Presi-
dential Pen is closing and apparently
has been rented by an undisclosed
tenant, Ms. Cronin told the DWC
board. Wild Greens and Turning Point
restaurant are both slated to open in
the coming months.

A southside event in early No-
vember is in the works to promote
newly added lights, new businesses
and to generally raise awareness to
this emerging downtown business
location.

The transit tunnel project was
briefly discussed in regards to future
development in Westfield and its af-

fect on the town’s master plan. While
the tunnel is universally wanted in
the town, officials said, the funding
continues to be a major stumbling
block. Should the tunnel be built,
Westfield riders would be able to
commute directly to Manhattan with-
out a transfer, resulting in a  one-seat
ride.

Planned measures to increase park-
ing fees in the downtown elicited the
most active discussion of the night.
Proposals in front of the town council
for 2011 include increasing commuter
and employee parking fees, an on-
street-meter rate increase, and in-
creasing the 10-minute-free button to
15 minutes.

While these proposals are not con-
crete yet, a few members of the DWC
expressed that raising parking fees
would be counterintuitive to what the
DWC was established to protect and
promote, which, according to the
DWC website, is to make Westfield
“a preferred destination where people
want to live, work, and visit.”

ing e-mails because “the people are
outraged by the way I have been
treated.”

Councilman Ciarrocca said that Ms.
Enculescu has said that only his 12-
year-old son, who he said rides his
bike to Edison Intermediate School,
distributed fliers in Ms. Enculescu’s
neighborhood regarding this project,
which she said she did not receive.
According to Mr. Ciarrocca both of
his sons, who are 12- and 18-years-
old, distributed the fliers.

After speaking for nearly 30 min-
utes Mayor Skibitsky asked Ms.
Enculescu to finish her comments.
He also said that he had previously
offered, and reiterated it, that after
the light had been in operation for
three months, he would meet with her
again to discuss the issue.
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Downtown Westfield Corp.
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Westfield Town Council Gov. Visits SP, Outlines
Need for Multiple Reforms

By JONATHAN O’HEA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Governor Chris
Christie, on his eighth stop of scheduled
town-hall-style meetings, spoke at the Ital-
ian-American Hall of Scotch Plains this
past Thursday.

The national exposure Governor Christie
has received, as of late, has many pondering
his future aspirations. Prior to the Governor
speaking, it was announced that an inter-
view with the Governor following his speech
would be featured on “NBC Nightly News”
with Brian Williams.

The Governor addressed the audience in
front of a banner proclaiming his “Reform
Agenda” of “Rethink, Reform, Rebuild
New Jersey,” while also flanked by another
sign stating, “Only 61 Days Left For The
Legislature To Act On Reform.”

Governor Christie began, speaking be-
fore a crowd of 300, by stating that he and
his wife spent the first six years of their
marriage in Union County – first in Sum-
mit, and later in Westfield and then Cranford.
With a sense of urgency, Mr. Christie out-
lined his proposals, which presently sit
before the “vacationing” State Legislature.
He said the Legislative items awaiting ac-
tion include “real arbitration reform, real
civil-service reform, real mandate relief
and the elimination of COAH (Council on
Affordable Housing).”

The Governor said, “property taxes have
gone up 70 percent in the last 10 years.” He
believes his reforms, if implemented, would
be a first in controlling property taxes, yet
would still enable mayors, council people
and freeholders to operate under the com-
ing 2-percent cap on property taxes due to
become law January 1, 2011.

Besides the above-mentioned reforms,
Governor Christie went on to add benefit
and pension system reforms for public-
sector employees, education, and ethics
reforms to his growing list of “reform agen-
das.” According to Mr. Christie, the state
pension and health-benefit systems com-
bined are operating $113 billion under-
funded. Without enacting these reforms,
the “pension system could be broke by
2020,” massive layoffs will occur in the
public sector, towns will go bankrupt, and
an already-flawed education system will
continue to flounder.

Governor Christie’s toughest words were
reserved for New Jersey’s largest teachers’
union, the New Jersey Education Associa-

tion (NJEA), which, according to Mr.
Christie, is his biggest obstacle to enacting
his education reforms of merit-based pay
and tenure reform. He explained how for
teachers, “it doesn’t matter whether you’re
successful or not, you get the same raise,
and whether or not you do a good job or a
bad job, you get to keep your job.”

The Governor went on to state, “there are
thousands of great teachers” in New Jersey,
and he believes that those great teachers
should be rewarded by “paying them more
than we are paying them now,” rather than
continuing an obligatory, across-the-board
raise for all teachers, flawed or great. On
tenure reform, he explained that under the
present system, individuals are guaranteed
a lifelong job after three years of teaching,
regardless of performance.

The Governor expressed a simple sug-
gestion regarding this practice. “Fire the
bad ones, and reward the great ones,” he
said. Due to NJEA contracts, many of the
schools have their hands tied regarding
termination of “bad” teachers. According
to Governor Christie, the $130 million in
mandatory dues the NJEA collects from
member and non-member teachers on a
yearly basis is used to “bully” his office and
the Legislature. Of the $130 million col-
lected each year, nothing is contributed to
teachers’ pensions or healthcare.

Mr. Christie’s present proposals before
the Legislature are aimed at combating
these controls the NJEA has over the present
system.

The Governor’s tone changed to sar-
casm when discussing the Legislature’s
“important” bills of late, which included
renaming certain weeks of the year, the
problem of Chinese-made dentures, the
sterilization of dogs and cats from pounds,
and penalties for certain types of lock-
picking. The Governor believes there are
much more important issues at hand, and
scolded the Legislature for what he charac-
terized as its inability to act on the real
issues at stake, mainly his “reform agenda.”

On topics such as the stalled ARC tunnel
project, Governor Christie repeated his
money woes, stating, “I don’t care how
much people want the tunnel...I don’t have
the money to pay for it.”

Overall, Mr. Christie was candid about
his reform package and stated that his
“cleanup” work in Trenton is to fix a “sys-
tem that is completely out of control and
unaffordable.”

Michael J. Pollack and Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader
ALTOGETHER OOKEY...Ominous six-foot letters depicting members of the
fictitious “Addams Family” welcome visitors downtown at the North Avenue
train station lot through Halloween. The characters were hand-painted on both
sides by students from Westfield’s intermediate and high schools to celebrate
Charles Addams, the former Westfield resident known for his cartoons that also
inspired the classic 1960’s TV show and several movies. Addams historian Ron
MacCloskey approached the school district with the idea and provided the
sizeable letters. Students spent a month working on the project between lessons
and after school, and Fine Arts Supervisor Linda King said she thought it was “a
great way to showcase our students’ talents in the arts.”

Election Results
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