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Special Election Edition

Voters to Decide Congressional,
Freeholder and Council Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Voters will go to the polls
Tuesday to decide the local Congres-
sional District race as well as contests
for Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Garwood councils, a mayor’s race in
Garwood and county races for sheriff,
county clerk and Board of Chosen Free-
holders. There are no Westfield may-
oral or town council races this year.

The biggest battle locally is in
Scotch Plains, where eight candidates
are vying for three seats on the five-
member governing body. The candi-
dates are: Republicans Salvatore
Trifiro, Tony Patti and William “Bo”
Vastine; Democrats Kevin Glover,
Neal LeStrange and Michael

“Mickey” Marcus; and Independent
candidates Dominick Bratti and Jef-
frey Strauss. Mr. Glover, Mr. Bratti
and Mr. Strauss are incumbents.

Fanwood voters will choose be-
tween four candidates for two seats
on the borough council. Democrats
running include incumbent Katherine
Mitchell and attorney Kevin Boris.
They will face incumbent Anthony
Parenti and Jason Benedict. There is
currently a 3-3 tie on council. Demo-
crats also hold the mayor’s office.

In Garwood, incumbent Demo-
cratic Mayor Dennis McCarthy will
face Republican challenger and
former councilwoman Patricia
Quattrocchi. Voters will also decide
the race for two open council seats

between Democrats, newcomer Mat-
thew Allouf and former council-
woman Kathleen Villaggio, and Re-
publican challengers Victor
DeFilippo and James Mathieu. Ms.
Villaggio lost her council seat last
year by a handful of votes. Demo-
crats hold a 4-2 majority on council.

At the county level, Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, a Democrat, who has held
office since the late 1970s, faces a
challenge from Peter Lijoi, a Summit
attorney who has run twice in past
years for sheriff.

Twenty-seven-year County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi of Union, a Demo-
crat, faces a challenge from Republi-
can Arthur Zapolski of Rahway, an
attorney who last year ran for county
surrogate.

Six candidates are seeking three
seats on the nine-member, at-large
freeholder board. Democrats include
incumbents Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth, the current board chairman, and
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford, as
well as Plainfield City Council Presi-
dent Linda Carter. Democrats have
held a 9-0 majority since 1998.

The Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict contest pits freshman Rep.
Leonard Lance, a Republican, against
former congressional aide and ex-
chemistry teacher Ed Potosnak. Mr.
Lance previously served 18 years in
the state Assembly, where he was
minority leader.

Other races in the area include
mayoral contests in New Providence,
Roselle Park, Rahway, Berkeley
Heights and Linden. Long-term May-
ors Joseph DeIorio, a Republican
from Roselle Park, and James
Kennedy, a Democrat from Rahway,
are not seeking re-election. There are
also council races in Clark, Cranford
and Springfield.

In addition, a public question will
ask voters whether payroll taxes col-
lected for the Unemployment Fund
and Disability Benefits Fund should
be dedicated for this intended pur-
pose. Polls will be open on Tuesday
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Freeholder Candidates Talk
On Taxes, Musicfest, Runnells

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Six candidates for
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders faced off last week, during
a 90-minute League of Women Voters-
sponsored forum, on issues ranging
from the Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal to the county budget. Questions
were posed by reporters from newspa-
pers and online publications, including
Paul Peyton of The Westfield Leader.

Incumbent freeholders running for
re-election are Democrats Daniel
Sullivan of Elizabeth, who has served
as freeholder since 1995, and Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, who has
served since 2004. They are joined on
the Democratic ticket by a newcomer,
Plainfield City Councilwoman Linda
Carter, who is replacing freeholder
Rayland Van Blake on the ballot in
November.

Opposing the Democrats are Repub-
lican freeholder candidates Ellen
Dickson, a Summit councilwoman,
Brian Flanagan, an attorney from New
Providence, and former Rahway Coun-
cilwoman Elyse Bochicchio-Medved,
who ran for freeholder in 2002 and
state assembly in 2005.

During the forum, held at the
Cranford Municipal Building on Octo-
ber 19, the Republicans argued that
under Democratic leadership, the
county government has grown out of
control, spent too much money and
reached too far past its constitutional
bounds.

“It’s taken 15 years for Mr. Sullivan
and his group to develop a budget that
is complex, convoluted and full of un-
necessary expenses,” Mr. Flanagan
stated. “I do not propose to know ex-
actly how to deconstruct that system in
15 weeks.”

“This county freeholder board has
actually reached past its scope. We do
need some county police; we do need a
sheriff’s office…I think it’s the role of
county to support the arts, but I don’t
think it needs to go into the MusicFest
business,” Ms. Medved added. “I feel
like this board is going into everything
it feels like going into.”

The Democrats rebutted the Repub-
licans’ arguments by accusing them of
wanting to compromise on public safety,
and to shut down Runnells Hospital.

“I can tell you one thing,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “We’re not going to cut public
safety like Mrs. Dickson would do.
We’re not going to lay off our police
department like Mrs. Dickson would
do — while she’s raising taxes [in
Summit].”

“Runnells is an extremely success-
ful institution,” Ms. Kowalski stated.
“It provides excellent quality care.
Under this Democratic team, we have
made sure that Runnells is self-sustain-
ing economically.”

Mr. Flanagan responded by stating
that he feels that Runnells should be
treated as a core function of county
government and, therefore, kept opera-
tional, but, he said, “you do have to look
at every single kind of government
function and make sure that it is func-
tioning efficiently and fairly for all
people, so that all people have the same
access and that it is not an unnecessary
burden on our taxpayers.”

Another big topic in the debate was
MusicFest, and whether or not it should
be continued.

“Eighty-thousand people can’t be
wrong,” Mr. Sullivan stated, in defense
of the concert held the annually in
September. “Everyone who came up to
me and talked to me at MusicFest [told
me] how enjoyable it is, how proud
[they are] to be from Union County. I
even had a few Republican officials
who spoke to me off the record…about
how much of a great event it was.”

“The MusicFest is a huge PR ma-
chine, and [the Democrats] never let
you forget who brought it to you,” Ms.
Medved rebutted. “Don’t be fooled by
it; it is bread and circuses. You want real
services, and you want money back in
your pockets; you don’t want to be
lulled by bread and circuses.”

The Democrats also stated their sup-
port of the proposed new rail tunnel to
New York City, known as the Access to
the Region’s Core project.

“The idea that Union County could
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRICK-OR-TREAT… On the Boulevard, a Westfield resident’s home is all decked out and ready for Halloween.

Jonathan O’Hea for The Westfield Leader
REFORMING NEW JERSEY...New Jersey Governor Chris Christie discusses
his reform agenda during a meeting last Thursday at the Italian-American Hall
in Scotch Plains. See page 16 for a recap of the event.

DWC to Assume Costs
For Christmas Tree Lighting

Westfield Council Praises
Firefighter, Raises Parking

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council meeting,
Westfield Firefighter Louis N.
Cerchio, 3rd, received a standing
ovation after being given a proclama-
tion from Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
and the Life-Saving Valor Award from
Fire Chief Dan Kelly for saving the
lives of a woman and her 10-year-old
son in September.

On September 19, with the rem-
nants of Hurricane Igor causing rough
surf, off-duty Firefighter Cerchio was
at Point Pleasant Beach with his preg-
nant wife and two children when he
was alerted that two people had been
swept into the ocean by a wave. Mr.
Cerchio, a former lifeguard, ran into
the ocean while his wife called 911
and saved Raechel Fisher and her
son, Zack, from drowning.

Mayor Skibitsky said that
Firefighter Cerchio showed “cour-

age and compassion” in his act and
that firefighters are referred to as the
bravest because “it takes a very spe-
cial person to run into a burning build-
ing when everyone else is running
out.”

Chief Kelly said, “We are very
fortunate to have Lou as one of our
bravest.”

Firefighter Cerchio thanked the
mayor and council, saying that it is,
“incredible to be honored,” noting
that many times, firefighters, police
and rescue-squad personnel are
needed when off duty. “I would hope
that if my wife and children were in
danger, someone would be there to
help them,” he said.

In other business, the council unani-
mously passed an ordinance on first
reading that would raise parking per-
mit fees and on-street parking meter
rates as of January 1, 2011.

Fees for permits in lots 3 and 8, the
South Avenue Train Station lot and the
North Avenue lot, will rise from $576
to $636 a year, and the fee for lot 6
(Waterson Street) will go up from
$360 to $390 per year. Additionally,
on-street-meter parking fees will be
raised from 50 cents an hour to 75
cents an hour, which would affect 195
spaces. Pay-station rates of 50 cents
per hour will remain the same.

Central Avenue residents Adina
Enculescu and Maria Carluccio again
voiced their opposition to the recently
constructed pedestrian-activated light
and crosswalk in front of Mrs.
Enculescu’s home.

Ms. Carluccio said that “an acci-
dent happened there yesterday with
three cars” and again suggested that
the light be moved to the corner of

Central Avenue and Clover Street,
“(at an intersection) where every
single person who drives expects a
light to be.” She also questioned the
safety of having a light mid-block,
especially because it will be dark
until activated by a pedestrian.

Mayor Skibitsky said that because
it is not an intersection, but only a
pedestrian crossing, it is safer be-
cause the pedestrians are “away from
points of conflict” and that the light is
“designed to cross pedestrians, not to
control traffic.”

Ms. Carluccio said, “I will defy
you until that light is moved.”

Lisa Diccico of Cambridge Road,
whose street was recently made into
a cul-de-sac, said that she opposes
the placement of the light on Mrs.
Enculescu’s property. She said she
had thought the light would be at
Clover and Central and that she did
not attend previous meetings because
“if you have no objection, you’re
going to stay home.” She said that a
light at the corner would not be in
front of someone’s front door.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said it was “probably the
most exhaustive analysis” and that
the light was moved from the inter-
section and made pedestrian-acti-
vated to avoid pedestrian crossing
conflicts and so that traffic would
not cut down side streets off of Cen-
tral to avoid the light. He said that
“the crossing guard will remain,”
who is currently stationed there to
help school children.

Ms. Enculescu asked the mayor for
Councilman Ciarrocca to apologize
for saying that she “distort(s) the

By JONATHAN O’HEA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — This past Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) discussed survey
results from Restaurant Week (Sep-
tember 19-26) and the Girls Night Out
event (held October 14), as well as
upcoming holiday events.

DWC officials said 550 people
entered the Restaurant Week draw-
ing. These surveys, which included
patrons’ e-mails, were said to be help-
ful in promoting future DWC events.
Representatives from a few restau-
rants spoke about pricing issues dur-
ing the promotion, with some sug-
gesting a tiered pricing system.

While it rained during the Girls
Night Out (GNO) event, the evening
was not a washout. Demographic
analysis of the event showed that 70
percent of the attendees were from
Westfield and the six surrounding
towns, with 42 percent of the total
being Westfield residents. While the
numbers suggested a localized event,
residents from 32 towns attended
the event.

In all, 165 “goodie” bags were
handed out; these contained items
from many of the participating stores.
DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin said retailers “saw a direct hit
to their bottom-line registers that
evening.” A suggestion for a future
GNO event in 2011 was to possibly
move the event from October to April.

Next on the agenda was the Hal-
loween events scheduled for this com-
ing Sunday afternoon. Businesses
have been urged to have candy on
hand for approximately 2,000 trick-
or-treators and encouraged trick-or-
treators to visit the stores between the

hours of 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. The
annual costume contest is to begin at
3:15 p.m. on Quimby Street in which
this year there are 59 costume cat-
egories to judge. Participating spon-
sors have prizes and medals which
will be awarded to the costume con-
test winners. Vehicular access to
Quimby Street will be blocked from
3 until 4 p.m. due to the event.

In discussing the upcoming holi-
day season promotions, Ms. Cronin
said the Christmas tree-lighting cer-
emonies and costs have historically
fallen upon the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (COC) but appear
to be transitioning to the DWC. Bud-
getary constraints have forced the
COC to relinquish control of the event
to the DWC.

As additional budget constraints
put the squeeze on the wallet of the
DWC, the discussion moved to bar-
bershop quartets, Dickens choirs, Alp
horn players and the bagpipe players
downtown shoppers are accustomed
to seeing over the holidays. Ms.
Cronin said cuts would likely have to
be made in these areas; however, noth-
ing has been set in stone.

DWC has plans to print 5,000 cop-
ies of their “Welcome Home to

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HERO RECOGNITION...Scotch Plains resident and Westfield Firefighter Louis
N. Cerchio, 3rd, received a standing ovation Tuesday night after being given a
proclamation from Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and the Life-Saving
Valor Award from Fire Chief Dan Kelly for saving the lives of a woman and her
10-year-old son from drowning in September.
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Westfield Tax Information
The Westfield Office of the Tax

Collector will be open Monday, No-
vember 1, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
for the collection of property taxes.

Interest will be charged begin-
ning on Monday, November 8.
Please contact the tax collector’s
office with any questions at (908)
789-4051 or by e-mail to
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.


