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Insurance Industry Looks for Ways To
Increase Homeowner Premiums

We have all seen the spectacle of the
Springfield Fire Department arriving at
an apartment house fire and watching it
burn until Millburn arrived with enough
men to begin fighting the fire. Spring-
field has been downgraded by the insur-
ance industry in its ability to protect
property, and the insurance premiums
of every homeowner have been raised as
a direct result.

The administrator of Westfield has
exercised the town’s discretion to lower
the number of firemen to respond to a
fire. The Insurance Industry has just
lowered Westfield’s rating. There are
three criteria used by the industry: water
supply, equipment and manpower. The
first is in the control of the water com-
pany. The remaining two are controlled
by the town. You can have an old fire
engine or an old radio and get by, but if
you are low on manpower, you lose in
the ratings.

The town administration has elected
to try to save tax money by lowering the
number of firemen. One of the usual
arguments I hear is the small number of

actual house fires to which they are
required to respond. However, the deci-
sion to lower the number of firemen will
affect us every day if the insurance
companies use the rating to increase our
premiums. Considering the past perfor-
mances of our insurance companies, do
you think it is reasonable to assume they
will jump on any downgrading of the
town’s rating to increase our premiums?

I suggest the discretion of the town
may allow for an easier budget, but it not
only puts our homes in the same jeop-
ardy as Springfield, it puts every home-
owner in jeopardy of higher homeowner
insurance. There may be few structure
fires in Westfield, but we all still have to
have homeowner’s insurance. The pre-
miums on our property will not be af-
fected by the number of fires, but by the
lower ratings of the town. Fire may
never strike our homes, but premiums
accumulate ever day, and the adminis-
tration should protect our image in this
aspect, as it does in others.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Death of Joan Sutherland Reminds
Us of the Importance of the Arts

La Stupenda (“the stupendous one”) is
dead. That is what the opera world affec-
tionately called the great opera singer
Joan Sutherland. Luciano Pavarotti, him-
self one of the greatest opera singers in
history, described her as “the voice of the
century” and “the greatest coloratura so-
prano of all time.”

I can, after some 30 years, still hear her
voice as Lucia in Donizetti’s Lucia de
Lammermoor booming out over the
fortissimo playing of the Metropolitan
Opera orchestra.

What sheer joy she has given hundreds
of millions of people. How she brought
Rossini and Donizetti and Bellini alive
by helping to revive bel canto singing!

With the rarest of exceptions, long
after the generals and the business ty-
coons and the politicians and the celebri-
ties of our era are gone, there will be Joan
Sutherland, just a touch away from a
recording of one of her great roles.

Perhaps Violetta in Verdi’s La Traviata
or Semiramide in Rossini’s Semiramide
or Norma in Bellini’s Norma or Marie in
Donizetti’s La Fille du Regiment or
Antonia, Giulietta and Olympia in
Offenbach’s The Tales of Hoffman, whom
she sang in a tour de force in the same
performance.

But her greatness must not eclipse the

thousands and thousands of other per-
formers, some also famous, some un-
known, who lighten the human heart with
their entertainment.

The death of Joan Sutherland reminds
us of the central importance of the arts in
society. President John F. Kennedy – in
one of his last speeches, on October 25,
1963, at Amherst College, in honor of the
great American poet Robert Frost, who
had died in January of that year – spoke of
the importance of the arts.

Two years later, President Lyndon
Johnson signed the National Foundation
on the Arts and the Humanities Act, which
created the National Endowment for the
Arts, whose funding is sadly subject to
the political and ideological whims of
Congress.

President Kennedy, toward the end of
his speech, said, “And I look forward to
an America which commands respect
throughout the world not only for its
strength but for its civilization as well.”

Yet, funding for the arts is being cut
across the country, and many cultural
institutions are in serious financial trouble
or are even out of business.

We neglect the arts at our peril!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield
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Late model Lincoln Town Cars / 15 passenger Vans for larger groups

(908) 272-8698

Visit our website: www.masonlimo.com

On time service with dependable drivers.

Always someone on the phones
Never a machine!

(908) 272-8698

$6
Must mention this coupon when making reservation

                          
Not valid with other discounts
Coupon expires 12/15/10

AIRPORT SERVICE

OFF

Trip to Newark Airport

Senator Should Work on Passing
Toolkit, Not ‘Race to Top’ Application
Editor’s Note: The following letter was

written to Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22,
Linden.) The senator’s response is below
and Mr. Muller responds to that letter.

I was listening to NJ101.5 the end of
last week (the week of September 27) and
heard you defending the “witches hunt”
for the loss of the $400 million for the
Race to the Top (federal program.) Sena-
tor, a couple of weeks ago I wrote you and
asked you not to spend time on something
that was in the past, and I needed you to
focus on the future.

At that point in time, I mentioned that
we were confronted with runaway costs
for the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) and the funding for the Scotch
Plains Senior Center. Now, we have found
that we are facing an average of  a 22-
percent increase toward the state’s pen-
sion fund, and perhaps a 15-percent in-
crease for medical benefits. On top of
this, one of your party’s leaders, Assem-
blyman Joseph Cryan (LD-20, Union), is
seeking to have the 2-percent cap not
apply to the public safety employees.
This is interesting, since it may directly
affect his $100,000 salary as a Union
County under-sheriff.

Senator, we need property tax reform,
not partisanship. Should you want to look at
the Race to the Top failure, please wait until
the Governor’s tool box is passed. I do not
have to remind you that not only will I
remember this when you run for re-elec-
tion, I will forward a copy of this response
to the media. There may be more voters
interested in how you are representing them.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

* * * * * * *
Dear Mr. Muller,
Thank you for taking the time to con-

tact my office and for expressing your
views. As I am sure you are aware, it is
imperative for citizens to take an active
role in government. As your state repre-
sentative, I welcome your correspon-
dence, for it affords me the opportunity
to better understand which issues are
important to you. Regarding the failed
Race to the Top application, our exami-
nation of the issue is not taking time
away from our other legislative efforts,
including examination and review of the
“Tool Kit” reform bills. Thank you again
for your active involvement. If you have
any further questions or concerns, please
feel free to contact my office.

Nicholas P. Scutari,
Senator, 22nd District

* * * * * * *
If the attention to the failed “Race to

the Top” application is not diverting at-
tention to the “Tool Kit” reform bills,
then how many have passed the Senate?

On October 12, I re-e-mailed my last
question to the senator and commented
that I found it remarkable that Trenton
would consider a bill on animal steriliza-
tion and we have almost no completed
work on the “Tool Kit.”

In order to be fair, I sent this letter to the
editor to Senator Scutari, Governor
Christie, our Assembly members, As-
sembly [Speaker] Oliver and [Senate
President] Sweeney.

To top it all, this e-mail exchange took
place after my letter on the never-ending
costs on the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority, Scotch Plains Senior Center
and the porous 2-percent cap.

To those taxpayers that agree with
me, please contact these officials and
express your displeasure with their inac-
tion. It appears that they do not have our
best interests in mind, only tired party
politics, and it is up to us to fight for our
interests.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Support Our Troops!
Did you buy too much Halloween candy?

Should you really be eating all that candy?

No problem…

Donate your extra candy for a good cause.

Operation Gratitude is now collecting candy for their holiday

packages to send to our troops overseas. The deadline for

receiving the candy in our office is Monday, November 8th.

Elaine M. Swingle, DMD, FAGD

330 Lenox Avenue

Westfield, New Jersey 07090

(908) 232-6132 • www.greatsmilesdr.com

Please bring wrapped candy to:

Great Smiles, General Dentistry

Donate Extra Candy!
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Serving the community since 1964
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PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-789-4090

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE TIME CHANGE

TAKE NOTICE that the meeting of the
Board of Trustees of the Westfield Memo-
rial Library originally scheduled to begin at
8:00 p.m. on October 28, 2010 will now
begin at 7:30 PM. The meeting will be held
in the Meeting Room of the Westfield
Memorial Library, 550 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
1 T - 10/21/10, The Leader Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-27963-10
FILE NO. 12245-10

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SHARON WOMACK;

JABLONS MITCHELL;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an An-
swer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Ac-
tion, in which PLYMOUTH PARK TAX
SERVICES LLC is the plaintiff and
HERBERT WOMACK, ET ALS; are de-
fendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-27963-
10 within thirty-five (35) days after Octo-
ber 21, 2010 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance
with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may
be rendered against you for relief de-
manded in the Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
no. 08-002, sold on 11/28/2007, dated 12/
7/2007, and was recorded on 1/22/2008 in
Book 12395 at Page 810, made by MARIA
GLAVAN, Collector of Taxes of
PLAINFIELD, and State of New Jersey to
PLYMOUTH PARK TAX SERVICES LLC
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
PLYMOUTH PARK TAX SERVICES LLC.
This covers real estate located in
PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 47 BLOCK
7 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD.
and concerns premises commonly known
as 1147-49 CUSHING ROAD,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, SHARON WOMACK, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on May 19, 1994, a child
support judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
by Union Co Bd Social Servs and Sharon
Womack against Herbert Womack. Said
judgment was entered as Judgment No. J-
227533-1994, CS81193684A. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, JABLONS MITCHELL, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on July 29, 1992, a judg-
ment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Union County, by Jablons
Mitchell against Tracy Womack disclosing
a debt in the amount of $423.02, plus costs
and interest. Said judgment was entered
as Judgment No. DJ-086554-1992. Said
judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.

DATED:  October 15, 2010
Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk

of the Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 10/21/10, The Leader Fee: $76.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 10-13-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 184 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD TO PERMIT SIDE-
WALK OR SANDWICH SIGNS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on October 12, 2010.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 10/21/10, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 10-10-134

CONTRACTOR: T & M Associates;
Eleven Tindall Road, Middletown, New
Jersey 07748

NATURE OF SERVICE: Engineering
Services, Demolition of 193 Terrill Road

DURATION: Period ending September
30, 2011

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $19,500
A copy of this resolution and contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the Mu-
nicipal Clerk’s office.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 10/21/10, The Times Fee: $17.85

ELEM. ED/SPECIAL ED. TUTOR

Teacher to tutor your child PreK-5.
Dual cert. & Masters in Spec. Ed./
Elem. Ed. Work on language arts,
math, NJASK & social skills.

Email Lauren @
LaurAsh711@gmail.com

BIG GARAGE SALE

Saturday, Oct. 23, 8am-2pm
15 year accumulation of

furniture, household items, toys,
bikes & other items too
numerous to mention!

946 Ripley Avenue, Westfield
(Central Ave. to Sycamore)

CARPENTER

Specialized Carpenter / Builder
Will build to suit.

Many local refrences.
Registered and insured.

(908) 232-7846

PT FILE CLERK / SECRETARY

Busy Westfield Intellectual
Property law firm needs a self-
starter with good computer and
organizational skills. General
filing, mail and phone duties.
Will train in preparation of US
patent forms. Great opportunity to
learn IP! Salary commensurate
with experience, hours flexible.
Legal experience a plus.

Email
nsimmons@mwpatentlaw.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trustworthy,
honest, reliable house cleaning.
Very hard working & detail ori-
ented. Take pleasure in what I like
to do. 6 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TUTOR

An Experienced Teacher of 27
Years, Will Work After School on
Skills and Homework. Will Travel
to Your Home in the Westfield
Area and Work Closely with Your
Child’s Teacher, Contact Nancy
Smith at (908) 928-0183.

REAL ESTATE OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY ONLY
Noon-4

512 Maple Court
Garwood NJ 07027

Spectacular FURNISHED model
home! Move-in ready from top to
bottom! Newly constructed 55+
community in Garwood’s new
downtown now offers its decora-
tor-finished, 2,343 sf home with 3
BR/3.5BA, gourmet kitchen with
granite countertops & hardwood
floors, finished lower level, along
w/ a private elevator and 2 car
garage! Don’t miss this incredible
opportunity offered at $559,990!

Millennium Homes
(732) 648-1456

County, AmeriCorps Offer
Free Watershed Program

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders encour-
ages sixth-grade science teachers and
local community groups to register
for a free, 45-minute, in-class sci-
ence presentation that relates water-
shed and environmental concepts in a
fun and meaningful way.

Teachers, students and commu-
nity members will discover how hu-
man behavior can impact the land
and waterways around them.

“Since 1999, these interactive pre-
sentations about how a specific land
area drains into a river system have
been receiving positive reviews from
students and teachers alike,” said
Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, liai-
son to the Union County Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board. “They
enjoy participating in the hands-on
demonstration that includes the use
of a three-dimensional topographic
land use model.”

Most importantly, the program of-

fers easy, practical solutions that ev-
eryone can implement to reduce non-
point source pollution and improve
water quality. Examples of ways the
average person can help the envi-
ronment include eliminating or mini-
mizing the use of pesticides on lawns,
picking up pet waste and not feeding
geese.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal offer the pre-
sentations in conjunction with the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the
AmeriCorps New Jersey Watershed
Ambassador Program.

To schedule a free presentation
for a sixth-grade class or commu-
nity group, or for more information
about one’s watershed, call Angela
Gorczyca of Edison, the Watershed
Ambassador for Watershed Manage-
ment Area 7, at (908) 789-3209.

Last But Not Least, Ed Potosnak Is
A Strong Supporter Of Israel

I live in the Seventh Congressional
District of New Jersey, where there is a
battle brewing between the incumbent
Republican Leonard Lance and the
Democrat Ed Potosnak.

Leonard Lance was elected in 2008
for a two-year term, which is ending this
year; this seat has been held by Repub-
licans before him such as Mike Ferguson,
Bob Franks, Matt Rinaldo and Marge
Roukema; as a matter of fact, except for
Andrew Maguire, a Democrat (1975-
1981), this seat has been in Republican
hands since 1914.

It is time for a change. It is time for a
Democrat to hold that seat again. That
person is Ed Potosnak
(www.ed4nj.com). He is not a career
politician (unlike Leonard Lance), he is
a former science teacher and a small
business owner whose parents also had
a small business in northern New Jersey.

Ed has a sense of vision, as he feels
strongly about encouraging research and
development, eliminating tax breaks to
companies that are outsourcing abroad,

but, on the contrary, supporting compa-
nies, small, medium or large, that will
create and generate new jobs in the
Seventh Congressional District. In tan-
dem with that idea, he also supports the
ARC tunnel and will revive its construc-
tion so that the Raritan Valley Line
becomes a direct line to N.Y.C. Penn
Station.

Furthermore, Ed will work to protect
consumers against big corporations and
big banks, and, because of his educa-
tional background, he will help Wash-
ington with ideas, innovations and poli-
cies in education.

Last but not least, Ed is a strong
supporter of Israel; he will work to
strengthen Israel’s safety and security
in the Middle East region.

These are some of the issues that are
dear to me. I hope you will join me on
November 2, in voting for Ed Potosnak,
whether you are a Democrat, Republi-
can or Independent.

Viviane Levy
Westfield

SPFHS Class of ’75
Plans 35th Reunion
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Class of 1975 will hold
its 35th Reunion, welcoming all
SPFHS alumni, on Saturday, No-
vember 13, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
It will take place at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

The cost is $80 until Sunday,
October 31 ($90 after). Those in-
terested are asked to visit
spfhs75.com or e-mail
spfhs5@gmail.com.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

VT SKI RENTAL

4 bedrm, 3FB townhouse
overlooking Mt. Snow avail. for
Pres. week. Access to clubhouse
w/ hot tub, indoor pool and sauna.
For more info, call (908) 654-0102


