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Raiders, Cougars Battle to 1-1 O.T. Stalemate
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PAPANDREA SCORES TWICE, AVENT SCORES ONCE

Indians Score in 4th to Skin
Cougar Footballers, 21-20

By JOSEPH SCHACKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was a heartbreaking loss for the
Cranford Cougars High School foot-
ball team that lost to the Rahway
Indians by a single point, 21-20, on
its home field. Quarterback Joe
Papandrea scored twice for the Cou-
gars, but it was not enough, and the
Indians shut them out in the fourth
quarter to earn the win.

“I wish we had two more points,
we made too many mistakes tonight
and couldn’t beat a good football
team.” Head Coach Eric Rosenmeier
said after the game.

Rahway struck first on their sec-
ond drive, gashing the Cranford de-
fense on the ground to grab a 7-0 lead
on a run by Nafee Ariss.

But the Cougars answered quickly.
The drive was highlighted by a 22-
yard run by running back Sean Trot-
ter off the option to set up Cranford
within the red zone. Papandrea
capped the drive with one-yard touch-
down run to tie the game.

The defense, fired up, came out
and contained the dangerous
playmakers of Rahway. They were
able to force a three-and-out and to
give the ball right back to the offense.

This time, it was another heavy
dose of Papandrea, although it was a
big pass play that propelled the drive.

One his first pass of the game, he
found Bryan Fitzsimmons for a 37-
yard pick up. A few plays later,
Papandrea followed Kasim Lewis’
great blocking into the end zone for a
16-yard run to gain a 14-7 lead with
time winding down in the half.

The Indians answered with a suc-
cessful offensive attack. After a big
return on the kickoff, Ariss broke off
a huge run for a touchdown, his sec-
ond of the night to send the game into
halftime, 14-14.

The Cougars got the ball at the
start of the half and again moved the
ball well. A tough six-yard run by
Papandrea, in which he broke a num-
ber of tackles, helped set up the
Cougars within the five-yard line.
Tyrone Avent punched it in on the
next play to give Cranford the lead.
However, they could not convert the
extra point and only took a six point
lead, 20-14.

The defense came up big yet again
and got the ball to the offense, trying
to open up an even bigger lead.

Trotter ripped off biggest run of the
game, a 40-yard scamper down the
left side and deep into Rahway terri-
tory. The Cougars could not move the
ball any further and attempted a long
field goal that just did not have the
distance.

Now in the fourth quarter,

Rahway’s offense came alive for the
first time in the second half and got
another touchdown run out of Ariss,
who finished the night with 123 yards
on the ground.

The Cougars came out with just a
few minutes left on the clock and
could not get anything going on of-
fense. Facing a tough fourth down
situation, they put the ball on the
ground and Rahway recovered the
fumble.

The Cougars got one more oppor-
tunity on offense with less than a
minute on the clock. Papandrea con-
verted a few passes but it was not
enough, and the Cougars dropped the
game 21-20.

Papandrea led the offense with 79
yards rushing and two touchdowns,
as well as 60 yards passing. Trotter
picked up 96 yards on the ground.

“Poor Offensive execution and de-
fensive technique really cost us to-
night,” Coach Rosenmeier said after
the game. “Not to take anything from
Rahway, they needed this game and
came out here and took it. But the fact
of the matter is that we did not get it
done… All you can do when you’re a
football coach is try and help the
team get better during the week and
correct our mistakes.”
Rahway   7   7   0   7 21
Cranford   0 14   6   0 20

Both teams were battling indeed!
And as the game progressed and the
intensity level elevated, tempers be-
gan to flare.

“I think it got that way because of
the rivalry here. We always like to
take these guys on. Even though we
weren’t in their conference, we used
to schedule them. You want to play
teams with a reputation. Good teams!
We think we are up there now. It was
a good hard game, and under the
pressure of playing at this level, I can
understand it,” Coach Curci said. “Our
boys played hard. We are still devel-
oping. We are still putting it together.
At this point, it’s all about effort, and
we have been giving that.”

The Raiders seized the momentum
for most of the second half, and
Kwamir was adding most of the pres-
sure as he scooted from the right side
toward the center of the box.

“He’s exceptionally quick,” Raider
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky said.
“We totally outplayed them all over
the field. The only thing they could
do is kick it up and chase it. They
weren’t successful on that.”

Ten minutes into the half, Kwamir
had a glowing opportunity to get off
a clear shot, but Walano dashed to his
left in time to make a sliding clear.

“Eric has been playing tremen-
dously. He ran through every ball. He
got a lot of head balls out of there,”

Coach Curci said.
In the later part of the half, the

Cougars gained the momentum and it
paid off when El-Khoury was
awarded a penalty kick after a corner
kick. El-Khoury successfully slanted
the ball into the left corner. Less than
two minutes later, Kwamir buried his
header inside the near post after a
throw-in from teammate Alex
Markovits. Just before time ran out,
the Raiders thought they were going
to be awarded a penalty kick, but
there was no call.

“The point of it is, if he’s going to
make that call, then the other referee
has to make that call down there,
which he didn’t do,” said Coach
Breznitsky, who was disappointed
with the officiating.

In the first overtime, the Raiders
took four shots on goal, but Osofsky
made all four saves. In the second
overtime, the Cougars held a slight
edge, but Raider goalkeeper Seth
Schlisserman was there to make a
pair of saves.

“It was a game of momentum
swings. They had it early. We got it
back. They got it back. Even in over-
time, especially the second overtime.
We had chances. They had chances,
and neither one of us could get that
winning goal,” Coach Curci said.

“For some reason, we have this
black shadow over top of us as far as
scoring goals. We have just been ex-
tremely unlucky. We got a draw, but I
really feel badly for these kids, be-
cause they are playing their hearts
out, and they deserve a better result.
We are, without a doubt, the best 2-6-
4 team you will ever see in the state of
New Jersey,” Coach Breznitsky said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 0 0 1
Cranford 0 1 0 0 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Mark Osofsky, a senior and goalkeeper on the varsity soccer team, had three
consecutive shutouts in net for the Cougars in a 3-0-1 stretch, which helped the Cougars clinch a spot in the state and county
tournaments.

Joseph Schackman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SIZING UP THE RAHWAY DEFENSE…Cougar quarterback Joey Papandrea, No. 16, checks out the Indians’ defense
as Cougar running back Sean Trotter, No. 24, lines up on the right side.

Cougar V’ballers Get Top Seed
For Union County Tournament

After impressive victories over
Summit on September 27 and Octo-
ber 13, New Providence on October 1
and Union Catholic earlier in the
season, the 12-4 Cranford High
School girls volleyball team secured
the top seed for the Union County
Tournament (UCT).

In the end, the UCT championship
is up for grabs since many of the
contenders have split matches during
regular season, but the Cougars had
good preparation for the tournament
season by facing powerhouses
Bridgewater-Raritan, Hunterdon
Central and Bogota.

During the week of October 11
through October 15, senior Alex
Bizub had notched 24 kills, eight
digs and 18 service points with 11
aces. Katie Knorr had 19 kills, three

blocks and 14 service points with an
ace. Alexis Inselberg had 14 kills, 20
service points with five aces and three
digs. Sarah Barry amassed 54 assists
and added four kills and 15 service
points with three aces.

Junior Izzy Acton notched 11 kills
and had nine service points with an
ace. Katherine Ahearn had seven kills
and 24 service points with four aces.
Stephanie Bagniewski had five kills
and eight service points. Tessa
Gonzales scooped 16 digs.

The Lady Cougars were to host the
winner of the AL Johnson/Roselle
match yesterday, October 20. With a
victory, the Cougars will host the
next round tomorrow, October 22. To
date, the Cougars have appeared in
five UCT championship games as the
visitor and won once.

Transform Your House Into Your Dream House

1(877) 572-0738

www.brickface.com/2010

For over 50 years, our award-winning company specializes in the installation of high-quality
Brickface, Stoneface, Hardcoat and Vinyl exterior surfaces, as well as energy-efficient windows.

Bridal Showers • Corporate Events
Custom Wine Tastings • Holiday Celebrations

Retail & More

908-518-WINE • 514 North Avenue, Garwood • www.rosieswinebar.com

celebrate @ rosie’s...
Celebrate the SPIRIT of Halloween: A Wicked Week of Parties, Seasonal Menus, Drink Specials & Events

HalloWINE Week

Mon, Oct 25: Mischievous Monday - Rosie’s Choice

Tues, Oct 26: Pumpkin Beer Sampler Special

Wed, Oct 27: Wine & Chocolate Pairing - RSVP Required - Call For More Info

Fri, Oct 29 & Sat, Oct 30: Come in Costume for a FREE Drink from our Holiday Inspired Beverage List

Thurs, Oct 28: Masquerade Party - Live Music - Countless Killer Concoctions to Consume

Sun, Oct 31: Happy Halloween.  Candy Crazed?  Tired of Trick-or-Treating?  Visit Us for Alternative Energy Options.  Treats Available Upon Request

Upcoming

Events:
Upcoming
Events:

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Hey Mother Nature!
Bring it on.

Whatever the weather, we’re always here 
for our customers and always deliver.

> Reliable 24/7 local service and support   > SmartPay monthly payment plan

> Flexible price protection plans   > No enrollment or sign-up fees

Call 866.539.5295 today!
petro.com

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2010 Petro. P_10427
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