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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
See Cranford/Rahway football, Cranford/Westfield girls soccer, Cranford/Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys soccer games in the printed portion of The Westfield Leader

RAY EL-KHOURY NETS P.K., KWAMIR NAILS HEADER

Raiders, Cougar Boys Battle
To 1-1 O.T. Soccer Stalemate

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One hundred minutes of vigorous
soccer ended in a 1-1, overtime stale-
mate between the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team and the Cranford Cougars at
Walnut Street Field in Cranford on
October 12. Both teams had several
opportunities, but it came down the
final eight minutes of regulation when
Cougar Ray El-Khoury made good
on a penalty kick, then one minute
later, Raider Phillipe Kwamir banged
in a header.

Parity prevailed in the first half as

each team took four shots on goal and
had a pair of corner kicks, and each
team’s goalkeeper made two saves.
However, after the 80 minutes of regu-
lation and the two 10-minute over-
time periods, the 2-6-4 Raiders out-
shot the 4-6-1 Cougars, 16-10.

Kwamir got off several high-qual-
ity shots, but Cougar goalkeeper Mark
Osofsky, who finished with 11 saves,
used his athletic ability to make sev-
eral leaping saves, as well as two
diving saves. Osofsky received a lot

of assistance from his backs, espe-
cially from stopper Eric Walano.

“We have only given up one goal in
the past four games. We had three
straight shutouts and gave up a goal
today. Osofsky has really stepped up.
From Game 1 until where we are
now, he has been tremendous,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Mike Curci said.
“We found the right combination in
front of him defensively with the two
El-Khourys [Ray and George],
Walano and Dan Couto. We have the
right chemistry. We are in every game.
We are battling.”

COSTELLO DRILLS WINNER, QUINN MAKES 9 SAVES

Blue Devils Score in 1st Half,
Top Soccer Cougar Girls, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior forward Martina Landeka
skid a fine lead to senior forward Sam
Costello, who rifled a left-to-right shot
past goalie Leah Quinn 15 minutes
into the first half to give the Westfield
High School girls soccer team a 1-0
victory over Cranford at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 16.

“We work on playing off each other.
When one person gets the ball, it’s
constant running and working off the
ball,” Costello said.

“She did a great job of placing it,”
Cougar Head Coach Jen Michewicz
said of Costello’s goal.

The Blue Devils’ offensive assault
gave the Cranford backs and Quinn
quite a workout throughout the game,
but the Cougars, who have allowed

just one goal in their past two games,
rose to the occasion, in what could
have been a much more lopsided
score. Westfield out-shot the Cou-
gars, 16-2, and had seven corner kicks
in the second half.

“With the wind, it was difficult for
both teams. Right away, we could
easily have had a couple of goals, but
the wind took the ball. We weren’t
sure where it was going to go,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Alex Schmidt said.
“As it was, Sam had a nice goal 15
minutes in, and we kept most of the
pressure on them most of the game.
Actually, that was her first goal all
season. She kind of got unlucky, hit a
couple of crossbars and had a couple
of close misses. Finally, this opens it
up for Sam, because she is a lethal
weapon up top.”

With the loss of senior Katie Ponce
before the season began and the re-
cent loss of senior midfielder Emma
Franks, the Blue Devils have had to
reorganize their offensive strategy,
but still relying on the strengths of
Costello, Landeka and senior
midfielder Hannah Kronick.

“We knew she was out for the sea-
son. Missing Ponce, obviously, we
miss a lot of speed, athleticism,”
Coach Schmidt said. “The beginning
of the season was a little rough. We
were trying to our way, trying to find
the right positions A big loss for us,
actually, was Emma Franks, who has
been a starter all season. She just got
diagnosed with a concussion, so it
looks like she is out for the season.
The second half of the season, we
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE TOUGH KIND…Cougar George El-Khoury, No. 6, attempts to move Raider Morgan
Ellman, No. 25, away from the ball during the game at Walnut Street Field on October 12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LITTLE SHOULDER-TO-SHOULDER ACTION…Cougar Jenna Ellenbacher, No. 9, and Blue Devil Hannah Kronick,
No. 13, go shoulder-to-shoulder in the game at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 16.

SAVE A BUNDLE!

Low rates, cash rebates  
and discounts. 

That’s Aspire FCU.

Apply online now at www.aspirefcu.org  
or call 888-322-3732 option 2.

Federally insured by NCUA

1-Cash rebate deposited into member’s share account after the loan is closed. APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Rate is current as of 05/24/2010 and 
reflects all possible discounts, including AutoPay. Rate is based on applicant’s creditworthiness and may vary from that shown above. Floor rate is 3.99% APR. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Offer excludes all loans already financed at the Aspire Federal Credit Union. Employees, Board of Directors, and their families do not qualify for the cash rebate. Offer expires October 31, 2010.


