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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
will be holding its ninth induction class
on Nov. 22 at the Westwood, on North
Ave. in Garwood.

Hall of Fame president Lee Hale said
that people who are planning to attend
but haven’t purchased their tickets
should do so soon, a) to assure them-
selves of a seat, and b) to help the
planners get an idea of how many din-
ners need to be made. Tickets may be
available for purchase at the dinner, if
any remain.

Tickets, which go for $50 each, can
be purchased at Taylor-Love Century
21 Realtors (see either Roger Love or
Bill Jordan), or by sending a check to
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame and
mailing it to Supervisor of Athletics
Sandy Mamary, Westfield High School,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield, NJ 07090.

As a reminder, the 2010 Class of
inductees includes (alphabetically):

Greg Chlan (’65): Still holds the
school records for career innings (185
1-3) and strikeouts (246). Pitched eight
years in the minors, the last three at
Triple-A Omaha.

Bob Felter (’65): No. 2 all-time scorer
and rebounder in WHS history, “Felt” is
the only player in school history to play
on two county champion teams.

Chris Jordan (’90): Second winningest
wrestler in school history with 99, he
was the first WHS wrestler to win 30 or
more matches twice in a year, and his 33
wins in 1990 remain the school record.
Two-time county and district champion,
also region champion in ’90.

Jim Kane (’41): A three-sport standout
at WHS and in college, Kane was cap-
tain of the ’40 football team, a record-
setting scorer in basketball and four-
time state champion in track.

K.C. Knobloch (’78): Two-way starter
on ’76 and ’77 football teams that went
21-0-1, record-setting place kicker, and
standout pitcher on ’78 county baseball
champions.

Bob List (’55): Still holds the school
record for strikeouts in a season with
148 as a senior, including 16, 15 and 16
in consecutive games. Also captain of
the WHS football team, he reached
Double-A ball in the St. Louis Cardi-
nals’ organization.

Don Mutz (’68): The second three-
time state diving champion in school
history (Olympic gold medalist Bob
Clotworthy was the first), Mutz also an-
chored a state champion medley relay.

Jen Schwarzenbek (’95): A record-
setting field hockey player at WHS and
Lynchburg College, she still holds WHS
marks for goals in a season (18) and
career (40), and points in a career (54).

Hall of Fame IX:
Tickets Going Fast

Two-time all-county selection and third
team all-state.

Kurt Stiefken (’72): A football-wres-
tling-baseball standout, he is best known
for his wrestling, finishing second in the
state as a junior and winning a state title
as a senior. A two-way starting halfback
on the ’71 football team, also an all-state
catcher at WHS.

Janney Zonnevylle (’82): Graduated
WHS with two school records, one of
which still stands and the other wasn’t
broken until last winter. An All-Ameri-
can at WHS and Clemson.

Bruce Johnson (’63): A youth sports
coach in town for over 40 seasons, he
was the boys swim coach from 1994-
2007. His 13 teams won the most dual
meets (161), county (12), sectional (10)
and state (6) titles in school history.

1976 girls tennis team: Coach Kathy
Luckey’s girls went 17-0 and won the
state Group 4 title. Leading the way was
two-time state singles champion Kim
Schmidt, along with Marion Dieme,
Beth Daaleman, Terry Moore, Pam
Stites, Barb Quackenbos, Janie Taylor,
Yvette Wagonsommer, Beth Gilligan
and Liz McManigal.

1985 softball team: Believed to be the
first New Jersey team in any sport to win
30 games in one season, coach Carol
Donner’s girls featured Sally Parizeau,
Kim Canata, Tara Vitale, Nancy Kasko,
Sue Williams, Elise Finelli, Sarah
Cozewith, Sharon Johnson, Christine
Brown, Jen McCoy, Jo Avis and Robyn
Brown.

(Note: Due to illness, Chlan and List
will not be able to attend.)

Including this group, there are 105
athletes (80), coaches (10), contributors
(3) and teams (12) that have been in-
ducted since the Hall of Fame’s initial
year of 1994. Currently there are 103
athletes, 15 coaches and 29 teams under
consideration for potential future in-
duction. If you would like to know if a
certain athlete, coach or team is on the
list, or would like to contribute informa-
tion about a potential inductee, contact
me at bj1019@aol.com.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Coming off its bye week, WHS visits

Veterans Memorial Field Saturday, 1 p.m.,
to take on the Rahway Indians, our sec-
ond-oldest rival. This is the first meeting
since a 16-9 WHS win in 1998; overall,
this is the 59th meeting (second only to
Plainfield’s 105 matchups), with the Blue
Devils holding a 27-24-7 advantage. Next
week it’s the Linden Tigers coming to
Kehler Stadium for what will be the
biggest home game of the year. WHS has
won the last three meetings, and leads
that series by a 22-18-1 margin.

What opponents has WHS played the
most over the years? In order (with
WHS wins-losses-ties), the top 10 are
Plainfield 105 (54-44-7), Rahway 58
(27-24-7), SP-F 52 (38-12-2), Cranford
50 (37-13), Union 49 (22-27), Elizabeth
45 (16-27-2), Linden 41 (22-18-1),
Roselle 41 (27-10-4), Summit 40 (22-
16-2) and Columbia 34 (15-16-3).

WHS 17, Union 7: That makes four
straight for WHS over the Farmers. Dan
Kerr has a new favorite target in Pete
Ondi, A.J. Murray continued to be the
workhorse, and the defense should’ve
pitched a shutout. I hate everything about
instant replay with a passion, but my
guess is that, if available, it would’ve
showed the Union receiver didn’t get
two feet down in the end zone.

CLOSE, VERY CLOSE
Lexi Borr dropped a three-set match

to Tina Jiang of Gill St. Bernard’s on
Sunday in the state Singles Tournament
final. Borr, a sophomore, reached the
semis last year before losing to Jiang.
This year’s match was tied 4-4 in the
third set before Jiang won the last two
games. Borr is the first WHS girl to
reach the state singles final since two-
time state champ Kim Schmidt in 1976.

STREAKING
The boys cross-country team extended

its winning streak to 52 with recent W’s
against Union and Rumson-Fair Haven.
That’s the longest streak in team history,
and the sixth longest in school history.

The boys track team won 53 in a row
under Walt Clarkson from 1969-74 be-
fore losing to Morristown. The boys
swim team had a 59-meet streak from
1957-62 under Joe Kursar and Clarkson
before a loss to Pingry. George Kapner’s
boys tennis team notched 61 consecu-
tive wins before losing to Delbarton in
2008. The girls swim team under Merilyn
Diamond and Peggy Wright put up 74
straight W’s from 1984-90 before com-
ing up short against Camden Catholic.

And the all-time school record is 92
by Thom Hornish’s girls cross-country
team, which was unbeaten from 1994-
2003 before losing to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. A year later Hornish’s club
started a 37-meet streak, again ended by
SP-F in 2009.

THIS AND THAT
They had a “blackout” at SP-F for the

boys soccer game with WHS, with all
the Raider fans wearing black from top
to bottom (slightly less than top to bot-
tom for the females). But in a less-than-
chippy, less-than-high-intensity game
between the rivals, the Blue Devils es-
caped with a 1-0 win on an own goal in
the second half.

For all that you might’ve read or

Blue Devil of the Month
Returns in November

heard about SP-F’s dominating soccer
program over the years, the result leaves
the series between the two schools tied
at 31-31-12.

IN THE GENES
Paige Della Badia, the sophomore

goalie at SP-F, is 2-0 over WHS this
year, with 1-0 and 2-1 victories. She is
the daughter of former WHS quarter-
back and baseballer Tom Della Badia
(’80) and the granddaughter of former
WHS swim coach “Uncle Joe” Della
Badia.

STILL STROKIN’
Glenn Gruber was a key member of

some of those great Della Badia teams
in the 1960s. A transfer from Newark
Weequahic after his sophomore year,
Gruber was a standout freestyler on the
’66 and ’67 teams that dominated New
Jersey. He’ll be competing at the zone
short-course championships at the
Belmont Plaza pool in Long Beach,
Calif., Dec. 3-5.

“It’s the same pool they used for the
1968 Olympic Trials, where (former
WHS stars John) Ketcham, (Dave)
Perkowski and (Peter) Heesch competed,”
Gruber said. Perkowski made the U.S.
squad that competed in Mexico City.

Gruber recently swam at the World
Masters Championships in Sweden.
With more than 7,000 swimmers from
74 countries, the 61-year-old placed third
in the 400 free, and fourth in both the
200 and 800 free in the 60-64 age group.

KETCHAM HONORED
Speaking of John Ketcham, the former

WHS swim captain (’66) will be posthu-
mously inducted into the Wesleyan Uni-
versity Hall of Fame on Saturday.
Ketcham, who is considered the best
male swimmer in Wesleyan history, was
a two-time All-American. At WHS he
was a three-time state champion in the
backstroke. The 2008 WHS Athletic Hall
of Fame inductee passed away in 2007.

CLOSE ENOUGH
The John Byrne Memorial Golf Tour-

nament was another success on Oct. 11
at the Copper Hill Country Club. The
Devil’s Den sponsored the second hole,
with a prize of a night out at Dillon’s for
anybody carding a hole-in-one. Nobody
managed an ace, but John McDermott
(’75) came within inches and, since he
was on my Steelers team in 1969, we’re
going to spend an evening in
Mountainside talking WHS sports with
J-Mac and whomever he brings.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday every month during the school
year. Contact us with comments, com-
plaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not, Whs4evr!

GL Highlanders Shut Down
Raider Girls in Tennis, 5-0

The Governor Livingston High
School girls tennis team defeated
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 5-0, at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood on Octo-
ber 13. The Lady Highlanders, who
placed third in the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) on September 24, were
highly favored over the Raiders, who
finished seventh in the UCT.

In a rematch of their showdown
for fifth place in the UCT at first
singles, Highlander Holly Ream
outlasted Raider Co-Captain Chris-
tina Reiman, 7-5, 6-3. In the UCT,
Ream won the first set, 7-5, and had
a 2-0 lead before Reiman had to
retire.

Highlander Laura Tierney, who

placed fifth in the UCT at second
singles, battled Raider Co-Captain
Isabel Lopez and pulled out a 6-4, 6-
0 victory. Raider sophomore Alex
Sullivan, who placed fifth in the UCT
at third singles, dropped a 6-1, 6-2,
decision to Kat Tischenko.

Highlanders Kaitlyn Hoehn and
Pam Samuels, who placed third at
first doubles at the UCT, won in two
sets, 6-2, 6-3, over Hannah Nizri and
Alyssa Leyden, who placed seventh
in the UCT. At second doubles, High-
landers Dani Rosenthal and Bari
Grossman, who placed third in the
UCT, defeated Raiders Gabrielle
Mendes and Lindsey Wilkinson, who
placed sixth in the UCT, 6-4, 6-0.

Blue Devil Gymnasts Stop
Raiders, 105.15-102.075

The Westfield High School Girls
gymnastics team upped its record to
7-0 by defeating Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 105.15-102.075, in
Westfield on October 12. Only two
gymnasts, Raiders Alex Peluso and
Kacie Bumiller, competed for an all-
around score.

Peluso had an all-around total of
34.625, while Bumiller scored a
33.35. Peluso took top honors on the
balance beam with a 9.226, followed
by Blue Devils Abby Cook at 9.125,
Sara Shields at 9.05 and Christana
Psyhojos at 8.95. Peluso also won the
floor exercises with a 9.2, followed
by Cook at 9.1, Shields at 8.925 and
Blue Devil Kaitlyn Johnson at 8.7.

Cook took top honors on the vault
with a 9.1, while Shields and Raider
Zoe Stein both at 8.85 tied for second.
Bumiller was fourth at 8.75, Blue
Devil Lyndsay Lee took fifth at 8.6
and Raider Marissa DiBella was sixth
at 8.4. Bumiller also received an 8.4
on the balance beam.

Blue Devil Kelly Bohlinger placed
first on the uneven bars with an 8.45,
while teammates Kelly Vasel and
Psyhojos tied for second at 8.15. Stein
took fourth at 8.125, followed by
Bumiller at 8.075 and Raider Melissa
Gara at 8.05. Raider Meghan Phelan
scored an 8.35 on beam and Gara scored
an 8.15. Bumiller had an 8.5 on floor
and Raider Annie Rubin scored an 8.4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE RETURN…Raider Alex Sullivan returns the ball in her third
singles match with Highlander Kat Tischenko.
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2-FAMILY

Cranford. Spacious 2 Family on a large corner lot. First floor features Living Room with
wood burning fireplace, updated Bath with tub and shower stall, Eat in Kitchen with
peninsula, 3 Bedrooms, Unfinished Basement with high ceiling and laundry plus access
to Garage thru covered breezeway. Hardwood floors under carpeting. Unit 2 has 2
bedrooms, large updated eat in kitchen, living room, updated bath and laundry hookup.
Located moments to Unami Park, schools and transit.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24TH 1-5PM

Scotch Plains. Sunny stately Tudor 3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath, Chestnut fireplace, built-ins
in LR & FDR, Country EIK w/New Appl, Sun Porch, FR, 2-Car gar, 3 floor potential w/
hi Ceil & Dormer, New Appl. in 2010 incl: Bosch EcoSense DW; GE micro; LG Fridge;
Finished Basement with new staircase, incl.: Office w/recessed lighting; Rec room;
Laundry room, New bluestone front walk and step, Large private fenced-in yard, 2 car
detached garage. Directions: Mountain Avenue to Victor #232.

Westfield. This 3 BR, 1.5 Bath Colonial is situated on a quiet, tree lined street and is
close to schools, NYC transportation and thriving downtown. The elegant 1st floor
features a large LR with gleaming hardwood floors and a wood burning fireplace. The FDR
leads to the updated EIK which connects to a Family Room, Pantry and Powder Room.
The 2nd floor features 3 BR with generous closet space and full bath. A cozy 3-Season
room with skylights, large deck and finished basement.

COLONIAL

Westfield. Picturesque Colonial on a deep lot less than 1 block to vibrant downtown
Westfield, NYC transit and award-winning schools. Enjoy your park-like yard from your
covered porch overlooking pool, patio and Koi pond. Custom marble and granite Kitchen
with open floor plan flowing into Great Room and Breakfast Rm. FDR, LR with WESO
wood burning stove, 3 spacious BR plus 2 1/2 updated baths. Heated 2 car oversized Gar.
Wine Cave with tin ceiling and marble floor in basement.

COLONIAL SPLIT

Fanwood. This custom Shilay built 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split has been lovingly
maintained, updated, and expanded by its original owner. Living Room with Bay
Window, Formal Dining Room, Eat-In-Kitchen, Sun Room, 3rd level Master Bedroom
Suite with full bath and walk-in closet. Ground Level Family Room, Powder Room and
Full Bath and Basement with Laundry Room. Set on a tranquil winding tree lined street
just moments from shops, schools, recreation, and transportation.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24TH 1-5PM

Watchung. Move right into this meticulous 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial. Kitchen &
baths w/granite, gleaming refinished hardwood floors throughout. Sliders from kitchen to
expansive deck, private patio & decorative paver stairway to upper yard! New carpet in
Bedrooms (over wood floors) and Family Room. Walkout from Family Room. Large Pantry
(1st fl) with laundry hookups. Attic and shed for storage. Professional landscaping, fenced
in rear yard. Directions: Watchung Circle to Valley to Hillcrest to Spencer Lane #78.


